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‘MAKE FEWER 


Frozen U.S. Film Coin Revives Talk 
Of M-G, 20th Buying Gaumont-British 


London, Oct. 17. 

If American distributors are not 
to be permitted to send home more 
than 20% of their gross income from 
pictures here, it is reported that 
Metro and 20th-Fox would again 
negotiate to acquire control of Gau- 
mont-British. Thus the two Amer- 
ican companies would use their 
frozen English assets, which will in- 
volve millions in one year, as pay- 
ment in English currency on the 
deal. 

Metro and 20th-Fox are two of 
the biggest picture sellers here. 


No 80-20% Ruling, Yet 

No ruling has been made by the 
British government which would 
freeze all but 20% of American dis- 
tributors’ rental coin in Great Brit- 
ain, according to direct information 
received by the Hays office from 
London. 

There has been no cessation of 
money shipments to American pic- 
ture companies from England, Cur- 


rent proposal up in England would | 


freeze 80% of all rental money, al- 
lowing U. S. distributors to export 
only 20% to this country. But no 
action has been taken on freezing the 


(Continued on page 12) 


Freedley Seeks Hotcha 
Colored Bandsmen To 


Give Out in Legit Show, 


Vinton Freedley’s legit show, 
"Young Man with a Horn,’ set to 
start rehearsing momentarily in 


New York, may have an all-star col- | 


ored band on-stage to play in nitery 


sequences. 
are trying to gather such musicians 
as Fats Waller for piano, 
Catlet, on drums, and Louis Arm- 
strong, trumpet, among others. Arm- 
strong is probably out, however, as 
he’s supposed to have a part in 
Benny Goodman’s ‘Swingin’ 
Dream’ as well as playing with his 
band at the Cotton Club, N.Y. 

Brad Gowans was last week signed 
for a part in the show in addition to 
Eddie Condon, previously set. Both 
are members of Bud Freeman's 
(white) Summa Cum Laude orches- 
tra now at Nick’s in Greenwich Vil- 
lage. Gowans plays trombone. 


N. Y. Fair’s ‘Wake’ 


Weisenheimer New Yorkers who 
went to the Fair in its early weeks 
and then gave it the big go-by when 
the weather and tourists started ris- 
ing, are planning a ‘wake’ for the 
N. Y. expo when it folds Oct. 31. 

For several days up until closing, 
the so-called cafe society bunch is 
planning a last whirl at the Fair, 
with elaborate parties in the swank 
Pavilions, akin to the early days of 
the Fair last spring. 


ay | 
Sidney | Thompson 


Producers of the show | 


the | 


‘Discovering’ GBS 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Bernard Shaw’s play ‘Pyg- 
malion,’ having been a big hit 
in its film form, the venerable 
playwright is won over belatedly 
to ‘mechanized’ entertainment, 
including television. But one 
aspect of his ‘Pygmalion’ going 
cinematic has distressed him. 
Namely, the type of fan mail 
he’s been getting. 

Film-goers write In to hail him 
as a promising newcomer. 


$6,500 
EMBARRASSING 
AGENCY 


Although Nelson Eddy’s leave- 
taking of the Chase & Sanborn pro- 
gram Nov. 5 has been announced as 
‘voluntary’ on his part, those close to 
J. Walter Thompson In New York 
claim that he’s drawing too much 


money to be continued on the show 
after next option time. Baritone gets 
$6,500 a week, which is said to have 
created no little dissatisfaction 
among others on the show. 

Also contributing to the change in | 
singers is the fact that option time 
for the others is soon at hand and 
the matter of more coin will have 
to be discussed. By replacing Eddy | 
with Donald Dickson, who rates, 
around $750 a week, J. Walter 
not only effects a con- 
siderable saving but also eliminates | 
the argument around which most of 
the salary squawks on the Coast end 
revolve. J. Walter Thompson agency 
holds a seven-year pact with Dickson 


| but it is still debatable whether he’ll 
| give up his concert tour at this time 


tc return to the java show. His con-| 
tract allows for a certain layoff pe- | 
riod, similar to that held by Eddy, 
which gave him 26 weeks off out of 
52 to tend to his concert work. Mor-| 
ton Downey is being offered for the. 
Eddy spot as are a dozen others but 
Dickson looks set whenever he wants 
to take it. 

A Coast report of overtures to 
Rudy Vallee to join the program was 
pooh-poohed in New York. 


Vallee Nixes Single 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Rudy Vallee is nixing offers from 
niteries for him to appear as a single, 
sans band. 

Latest deal proposed and turned | 
down came from the Colony Club, | 
one of Chicago’s swankier nocturnal | 
spots. 


Smaller Output Would Insure 
Greater Playing Time in 
U. S., Joe Schenck Opines 
—Objective Is to Extend 
Runs in American and 
Canadian Market 


SHOWMANSHIP 


While extending playing time in 
order to get more out of product 
in this country and Canada is the 
goal sought as a squarer for the loss 
that will be suffered abroad, Joseph 
M. Schenck believes the real solu- 
tion to the problem is the produc- 
tion of fewer pictures. He does not 
indicate that the company of which 
he is chairman, 20th Century-Fox, 
or others will shorten their programs 
this year, although for the succeed- 
ing season (1940-41) this is a prob- 
ability, if war continues. Schenck 
is currently in N. Y. on business, 

Solution in fewer features em- 
braces economical factors as well as 
the fact that if there aren’t so many 
pictures to be bought by the ex- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Demobilize French 
Stars Temporarily 
To Perk Film Prod. 


Paris, Oct. 17. 


For the first time since the declara- 
tion of war, the wheels of French | 
picture production have started this | 
week, with permission granted by 
the Bureau of Information for the 
completion of six pictures started 
prior to the start of the conflict. 

Charles Boyer, Pierre Fresnay and 
Jean Gabin thus have been tem- | 
porarily demobilized in order to fin- 
ish films. 

‘Ma Releve,’ temporary title of a 
new war picture scheduled to go be- 


fore the cameras under Julien Du- 
vivier’s direction, gets under way 
next month. Cast will include 


Raimu, Louis Jouvet, Pierre Blanch- 
ard, Francois Rosay and Gaby Mor- 
lay. Films slated to be completed 
are ‘Remorque,’ ‘Les Corsaires,’ ‘Le 
(Continued on page 53) 


Hellinger May Personal 
On B’way With His Pic 
Holiywood, Oct. 17. 
Mark Hellinger may do a personal 
appearance at the Strand, N. Y., co- 
incident with playing there of ‘Roar- 
ing Twenties,’ which he produced for 
Warner Bros. Opening is set for 
Nov. 10. Bob Crosby’s orch is also 
dated in. 
Pic is the writer’s first high-budget 


production in his two years on the 
Warner lot, 


Legit Upbeat All Over U.S.;Boston, 
Wash., Philly, Pitt Indicate OK B.0. 


Esoteric 


New Benny Goodman sextet 
has, among them, composed four 
tunes in the past few weeks, 
three with screwy titles under- 
standable only to those in the 
trade. 

‘Sonata to ASCAP,’ ‘Opus Lo- 
cal 802,’ ‘Flying Home,’ and ‘AC- 
DC Current’ are the tags. Last 
named refers to the two electri- 
cal instruments in the six pieces, 
Charley Christians’ guitar and 
Lionel Hampton’s vibes, 


YANK SINGERS 


FAVORED 
MET OPERA 


With the official sugar-coated an- 
nouncement from Rome to the effect 
that 10 of the most prominent opera 
stars of Italy will not come to the 
U.S. this year, the Metropolitan 
Opera Company of N.Y. has started 
to make its plans to replace the non- 
arriving artists with American talent. 

The Met’s general manager, Ed- 
ward Johnson, declared that replace- 
ments are possible for all, and stress- 
es the point that 66% of the person- 
nel already is American. Assum- 
ing that the Met will continue to give 
breaks to American artists, over 
those who are foreign-born, it would 
appear that a new batch of Ameri- 
can singers will shortly be an- 


nounced as joining the organization. | 


Unfortunately, after an examination 
of the list of available American 


| singers, it would aprear that, except 


in isolated cases, few are ready for 
what is every opera singer’s goal— 
the Met. 

One of the most important singers 
who is not coming is Galliano Masini, 
lyric tenor, who had been counted on 
for over 20 performances, Of the 
Americans available, Jan 
tenor of the Radio City Music Hall; 


(Continued on page 16) 


‘All Quiet’ Non-Neutral? 


Columbus, Oct. 17. 
First run showing of Universal’s 


reissue of ‘All Quiet On the Western | 


Front’ has invoked a storm of pro- 
tests in Columbus. Leading a fight 
to prevent additional runs is the 
Peace Action Group for Franklin 
County. 

Local service 


newspapers and 


groups have not minced words ‘in 
their denouncements of the picture, 
contending that the reissue is defi- 
nitely non-neutral, 


Peerce, | 


Boom in the legit field is not con- 
fined to Broadway, grosses out of 
town indicating the wide interest in 
the stage. Boston again stands out 
as the best key, but Chicago may 
climb later in the season when it gets 
its quota of fresh attractions. To 
date it has had but two new shows. 

Other week stands in the east, 
however, have turned in corking 
grosses, particularly Pittsburgh, 
Washington and Philadelphia. Ex- 
cellent attendance in those spots is 
credited to the name attractions 
either on tour, or polishing per- 
formances prior to Broadway. Big 
business has been drawn by Helen 
Hayes (‘Ladies and Gentlemen’), the 
'Lunts (‘Taming of The Shrew’), 
Katharine Cornell (‘No Time for 
Comedy’), Gertrude Lawrence (‘Sky- 
lark’), Maurice Evans (‘Hamlet’), 
particularly, but other attractions 
have gotten excellent coin, too. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
was quoted at better than $18,000 for 
its third week in Boston, that figure 
being unusual because the show’s 
cast has no names. The Lunts were 
last week’s toppers and were cred- 
ited with better than $28,000 in 
| Washington. First week of Miss Cor- 
‘nell in the Hub got $17,300, with the 
mark bettered last week. Evans 
started very strongly in Philly with 
takings of more than $22,000. Miss 
| Hayes found Pittsburgh a natural 
with better than $26,000 although the 

(Continued on page 47) 


Fear Bad B’way Press 
~ Would Hurt Bette Davis’ 
Film B.0.; WB’s Reasoas 


Boston, Oct. 17. 

Bette Davis, currently ‘vacation- 
ing’ in the east, is understood to be 
hiding out from Warner officials. 
Actress is said to be peeved because 
the studio won’t permit her to do a 
| Broadway stage appearance. She 
| has been anxious to try legit for 
some time, but didn’t make an issue 
of it until Warners let Paul Muni do 
‘Key Largo’ for the Playwrights’ 
Co. 

In nixing Miss Davis’ legit ideas, 
the studio execs are reported to have 
told the actress they don’t want to 
relinquish her earning capacity in 
pictures for an extended period. An 
added reason is said to be that the 
picture officials fear that an unfavor- 
able reception on Broadway might 
impair her value to the studio. 

Actress is believed to be some- 
| where in New Hampshire at pres- 
ent. 


PROV. DEBS LEBLANGING 
| Providence, Oct. 17. 
| Ruby Newman will head a 40- 
| piece orchestra playing for a mass 
coming-out party of society debu- 
tantes at the Providence Biltmore 
Dec. 22. 

To save dough presumably, 40 debs 
} will debut at once, 
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Trend Back to N.Y. as Literary 
Purchasing Centre for Films; Prime 


Reason—Buy ‘Em Cheaper East 


Trend of authors’ agents during “ZORINA AS LILY LANGTRY 
the past couple years to submit more , 
end more of their clients’ work to’ Geldwyn's Recall Disrupts Wiman 
studio reps on the Coast, and less to | Musical 
eastern story editors, is reversing it- 
self. Although no major buys have Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
been made in New York recently, Samuel Goldwyn is ordering Vera 
mainly because of the war abroad, | Sorin thee the 
story scouts here are getting the first ‘Lily Langtry role in ‘The Outlaw,’ 
gander at many more properties than based on the one-man law of Judge 
formerly. Bean in Texas in the 1860s. 

There is considerable rivalry be-| Production is set to start Nov. 6, 
{ween eastern and western editors Of which would force the dancer to 
the same companies for these initial withdraw from the Rodgers and 
look-sees and the folks on the At- | Hart musical Dwight Deere Wiman 
Jantic end are doing no little crow- jis readying for her. 
ing at the return to what they feel | 
is their rightful prestige. | 

Companies which maintain large 
story and play-hunting staffs in New | 
York are Paramount, Metro, 20th- | 
Fox and Warner Bros. Efficient, but 
less sizeable departments are main- 
tained by Columbia, RKO, Universal 
and several of the United Artists 
producers. 

There are multiple reasons for the 
switch back from the Coast. From 
the agents’ viewpoint, there is, for 
ene thing, quicker action on eastern 
submissions. All major buys must be 
approved by the h.o. end anyhow, | 
so it is quicker to give them the first 
©.. Studio heads, of course, are al- 
ways consulted by New York execs 
before purchases-«are consummated, 
however, 

Another thing accentuating the. 


Hays Program 
Hints Called 


Film industry again was exposed 
as attempting to snare gratis radio 
time last week. Despite several 
previous demonstrations of resent- 
_ment, Motion Picture Producers and 
| Distributors of America (Hays or- 
ganization) has propositioned sta- 


trend eastward is the fact that more | tions about using a script built 
material originates in this sector. ground cinema's 50th anniversary on 
New York is the natural literary | g ‘free of charge’ basis. 


center of the nation, most publish-| Because the copy contains several 
ers having headquarters here, and so! pjugs for outstanding productions, 
authors give their stuff to eastern present and future as well in the 
agents. To submit material on the | past, N.A.B. advised Ken Clark, 
Coast, these Manhattan agents must chief propagandist for 


Just came from Broadway and after 
;one look at the mob out here am 


Time Chisel 


the Hays | 


East Is West 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Well here I am in the land of milk 
and honey, let's stay home tonight. 
Took one gasp at the town and 
threw my sweat-shirt away. Oakie 
might get away with it but not an 
egg who is going to pieces bit by bit. 
No sour grapes of wrath for me. 


convinced that West is East. 

Have been to all the hot grocery 
stores run by former thespians, They 
charge as much for a meal as they 
could get today for the last half if 
they were back in the business. Bob 
Murphy and Dave Chasen have the 
swank eateries and Grace Hayes has 
the best nite spot. 

Frisco has improved as much as 
the town, He does a racetrack bit 
that leaves you limp. 

Went with Nick Dandolas to Earl 
Carroll’s...It’s a baby Radio City 
Music Hall, minus the Rockefellers. 
The place used to be a softball park 
for the gals, 

Nick tells of the time he was on a 
diet and to test his will power he 
had a roast turkey sent up from the 
Derby and put on his living room 
table. He used to look at it when 
he was having his skimmed milk and 
dry bread. One night he had a 
dream the turkey was all dressed 
up like a Hollywood ‘oomph’ gal. 
She began making a play for Nick 
but he turned her down cold. She 
began to cry. She said it was a 
shame the way he was treating her 


Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


PIES FLY AGAIN 


| Keystone Kops Get New Lease on 
Film Life 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Keystone Kops, revived by ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade,’ are getting an- 
other option on life in a new-type 
Mack Sennett silent comedy to be 
made by 20th-Fox with Harry Joe 
Brown as associate producer. 

Picture has two tentative titles, 
‘Left at the Altar’ and ‘Love in a 
Pullman Car.’ It will contain Kops, 
custard pies and bathing gals in 
Technicolor. 


Court Annoyed 
At RKO’s Delay; 


The RKO hearing scheduled for 
Wednesday (11) in N. Y. federal 


ings were put over to Nov. 1, at the 


afier all these years, she said she’d 
shoot him if he didn’t take her back. | 
Nick woke up about five in the | 
morning and went into the living | 
room and ate the turkey. He’s off | 
the diet. | 

The studios have laid off a lot of | 
people who never should have been | 
in the racket in the first place. It 
doesn’t worry the lads around the | 
town. They just got a great break. 

All the horse rooms are closed... 
the town is shuttered tighter than a/ 


| 


request of Richard Jones, represent- 
ing the Atlas Co. The reason for the 


postponement, according to Jones, | 
'merly head of the eastern production 
code 
charge of issuing code seals), were 
what effect the war will have on | 


was that the directors of RKO and 
of Atlas are meeting to determine 


RKO’s earnings, and what a proper 
offer should be for the underwriting 
agreement on the RKO common. 


Since there was no opposition to 
the application for a postponement, 


Now Set for Nov.1 


court proved a dud when all proceed- | 


Top-Bracketed Studio Personnel 
Clipping Their Own Fancy Stipends 


Hollywood, Oct. 17, 

Salary clipping in higher brackets 
is spreading to all plants after its in- 
ception at RKO. Affected by the 
new economy wave are players, 
writers, directors, producers and lot 
execs. Most cuts are being put into 
effect at termination of current deals, 
with contractees being told that the 
industry’s future is dependent on 
reduced production costs during the 
war, 

One Par producer-director took 
cut when assured it would be ree 
stored when foreign revenue is back 
to normal. A former Metro writer 
drawing $1,500 weekly was told that 
the top hereafter would be one 
grand, Among studio heads reported 
to be taking cuts are Joseph M., 
Schenck, Darryl Zanuck and William 
Goetz at 20th-Fox; Harry and Jack 
Cohn at Columbia, and all Repub- 
lic execg and producers including 
Herbert Yates and Moe Siegel, 
George J. Schaefer, RKO chief, 
trimmed his own paycheck when 
putting into effect order pruning all 
salaries over $4,500 yearly. 


Hays Office Letouts 

Hays office in New York began 
swinging the axe last week on per- 
sonnel following the 5-20% wage 
cuts placed in effect the preceding 
week. Economies’ calculated to 
bring the organization’s annual bud- 
get down to the 1932 level also were 
inaugurated. 

Dr. James Wingate, head of title 
registration, and Vincent Hart, for- 
administration (division in 
handed two-week notices as a result 
of the drastic economy wave. Hart 
has been assistant in the production 


| code department for about 18 months 


or since Francis W. Harmon was 
brought in from the Y.M.C.A. to head 
the division. 


work through a Hollywood associ- crew, that the offer is unacceptable | day-coach window. Judge Bondy granted it, but with a 


ste. That means splitting commis- ang 
sions. And inasmuch as agents are {ty sponsor the program. 


METRO HITS HIGH IN 


terial through the New York end as 
through the Coast, they’re saving 
that extra percentage for themselves. 
Phoney Hollywood Hypo 
They have learned, too, that much 
of the cry from western agents | 
which led to the trend of submis- | 
sions there is phoney. Coast literary 
peddlers are in the habit of boast- 
ing, ‘We know studio chiefs per- 
sonally, we play golf with them, eat to keep production up to the level 
lunch with them and go to parties, recently prescribed by Louis B. 
with them. We can insure an au-/| Mayer. Films are ‘Congo Maisie’ and 
thor’s work getting a better recep- ‘Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep.’ 
tion. Easterners are learning ’tain’t) In keeping with Mayer’s instruc- 
so, or if it is, it means nothing in tions, the studio has more completed 
the final tally. screenplays 
Western agents also maintain they other time in its history, 


ean get higher prices on the Coast. | 
Drama, That’s My Meat, 


Hollywcod, Oct. 17. 


Metro rolled two pictures yester- 
day (Mon.), making a total of eight 


That's true—and the reason why 
film companies themselves are en- 
couraging more New York submis- | 
sions. General monetary hysteria | 
which inflates all Coast financial | 
transactions, it is said, does not per- 
vade hard-headed h.o.s and sharper 
bargains can be driven on Broadway 
than Hollywood boulevard. 

Another point leading away from ! weeks 
the Coast is that several important he wilt 
agents there have had out and out 
battles with film companies’ on 
charges of phenagling. Inasmuch as 
these salesmen now get no attention 
is 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Dick Powell opens next week at 


of personals, 
dicker with producers on 
offers to star in legit. 

Recently Powell turned down mu- 
sical roles in ‘Sailor Beware’ 


on their home ground, it nec- ia 
essary they take another tack. 
Among concrete signs of the Stunter Hurt 


switch in sentiment on submissions 
is the reported return of Miriam | 
Howell to the Leland Hayward | 
agency. Hayward for some time has 
had no rep in the east for film story 
work, sending everything to Holly- 
wood. Miss Howell, it is understood, | 
will work through eastern story ed- 
itors. 

Recent trip to New York by Col- 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


seriously injured in falls at the War- 
ner studio Monday (16). 

Cravath missed a soft landing in 
a dive from a building during film- 
ing of ‘Invisible Stripes.’ 


suggested he get local exhibs | 
| dio yesterday. 
| in show business, but stated he had 
| been working out here for two years, | 


FINISHED SCREENPLAYS 


on hand than at any | 


| the next day. 


Dick Powell Tells Legiters 


and 
‘The Gibson Girl.” He wants drama. | 


Gordon Cavath, veteran stunt man, 
and Russell Mahan, a laborer, were 


| Aat 
' Bruce Cabot 


Met a fellow coming out of a stu- 
He 


We asked, ‘What do you do”’ He said, 
‘Nephew.’ 

All the oldtimers are starting a 
new club. They call it The Merry- 
makers. Went to a meeting the other 
night in Felix Adler’s home. It 
looked like the old days of the White 


| Rats...John Swor, Ned (Dude) Nor- 


ton, Harry Carey, Eddie Weber, 


| Eddie Kane, Al Steadman, George 
| McKay, 


Jack Dempsey, Charlie 
Smith, Al Herman, Will 
Oscar Lorraine, George Bicke! and 
others too humorous to mention. A 
lot of talent in one room at that. 

Violinsky has just signed a non- 
aggression pact with the landlord. 

Went out to Skins Miller’s ranch 
We had breakfast; 
grapefruit off the tree, eggs from the 
farmer’s yard next door, home-made 
bread by the wife, sliced figs for the 
bending-over-and - picking-them-off- 
the-ground. 

No worry, no cares, no trouble... 
no money...but don’t get me wrong, 


| ‘I love Sidney Skolsky.’ 
the Paramount, New York, for two | 
during which | 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Joseph Allen Norman Mcleod 
Dick Altschuler Tommy Noonan 
Gene Autry Maureen O'Hara 
Lynn Bari |} Lee Patrick 

Irving Berlin | Jclizabeth Patterson 
Milton Black Robert Preston 


Roland Drew James 
John F. Gatelee Bill Sehneider 
Jack Haley } Arch Selwyn 
Davis Factor | Frank Seltzer 
EKdw Everett Horton! Carl Stanton 
Walter Kane Jules «. Siein 
Ted Kuhn | Sol Wurtzel 
Burgess Meredith Herbert J. Yates 


N. Y. TO L. A. 


Ford Collins 4 Robert Foulk 
Monroe Greenthal 


Victor 
on Copland 


had never been | 


| 


Stanton, | 


| word of warning. ‘This proceeding 
is pending an interminable time,’ de- 
clared the judge. ‘RKO cannot go 


The company has been in court long 
;}enough. Progress must be made to- 
| ward final reorganization.’ 

| At the end of the hearing, O. C. 
|Doering of Irving Trust, RKO’s 
trustee, revealed that RKO’s earning 
prbrienade for the first six months of 
| 1939 would be filed some time during 
‘the next 10 days in the Federal court. 


He refused to reveal in advance what | 


the figures might indicate. 


LEWIN JOINS LOEW 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


Albert Lewin, former Paramount 
producer, joined David L. Loew ina 
new company to produce pictures 
| for United Artists release. Other di- 
rectors are Harry Sokolov 
Henry Ginsberg, although latter re- 


| mains at Selznick-International as 
general manager. New outfit is 
known as David L. Loew-Albert | 


| Lewin, Inc. 


‘The Legend of Sleepy 
| Washington Irving’s early American 
classic, has been added to Edward 
Small’s” production schedule for 
| 1939-40, via UA. 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Richard Ainley, Arthur Margetson, 
| Herbert Janssen, Lauritz Melchior, 
| Rene Fuelop-Miller, Leif Henie, Mr. 
and Mrs. Artur Rubenstein, Paul 
Robeson, Anton Dolin, Walter Gould, 
Mischa Elman, Alexander 


on and remain in court idefinitely. | es er 
| & Distributors Assn. does not antici- 


and | 


Hollow,’ 


Brailow- | 


PCA retrenchment in the east, 
partially brought on by the redue- 


| tion in eastern shorts production, in- 


dicates the Motion Picture Producers 


pate that many foreign productions 
will be submitted in coming months 
for okay on the production code seal. 

MPPDA also halted publication of 
the Selected Motion Pictures, month- 
ly booklet sent to women’s clubs, 
civic associations, educational organ- 
izations and other such societies. It 
contained selected films of the month 
as compiled by preview groups. Dis- 
semination of this data now will be 


| left up to various organizations in- 


terested enough to request such ma- 


| terial, which is likely to mean about 
| 75% reduction in institutional good- 


IN UA PROD. SETUP 


will building for the industry. 
Educational films’ program thus 
far has not been impaired because 
the Film Teaching Custodians’ cr- 
ganization, established after years 
of preparation by the MPPDA and 
the leading educators, is on a self- 
sustaining basis. It is supposed to 
pay its way as it goes, through ren- 
tals of selected visual education sub- 


| jects supplied by member compan- 
| ies, 


Initial cost of preparing suit- 
able pictures and getting out a cata- 
log of the subjects is out of the way. 

Haysians pointed out one ironi¢ 
twist this week which indicates the 
Hays office is gearing its operations 
to the 1932 level. It was exactly 


| seven years ago to the date (Oct. 5, 


1932) that the heavy slashes were 
installed in the organization to fit 
the depression needs of that year. 


Par’s Periodic Letouts 
In General H.O. Economy 


Paramount is dropping home of- 
fice employees here and there each 


| Friday in a sort of undercover de- 


partmental pruning that may be 
adopted by others, it is understood. 


sky. This quiet and systematic economy 
wind. ge: Oth N f | t Fil on personnel does not cause so much 
furore nor create the attention that 
er ews 0 eres 0 ms SAILINGS wholesale letouts, at one clip, would 
. t 
; formerly was with Brandts in New | Oct. 14 (Los Angeles to Sydney), | 5 ( ful at 
York, and had long confabs with | Pave 12. || Dan Casey (Mariposa). 
B&B. while here. Possibility that ta Vv feels film dearth. age Oct. 12 (New York to London), opp 
he may return east is seen. | Page 12 Lord Beaverbrook (Washington). file Caldwell with the 
mate Smiths first fim-radio show. age tc. Reported she was given 4 
Metro S Waterloo Page 22 Hollywood, Oct. 17, | Week's salary for every year of 
'| ‘Hardy’ not for Texaco Page 23 Yoo | with Par. 
| Superior Court upheld Harry Joe | The prior Friday (6) several per- 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. Screen Guild eyes 606600600 ES Page 23 Brown’s demurrer in Myron Selz- /sons were also dropped whereas 
| a Metro has_ bought “Waterloo || Radio. reviews: Milton Berle, Jesse Lasky, Loretta Young, rick’s suit against him for $73,608, about a month ago a total of 20 were 
i Bridge’ from David O. Selznick, deal Lanny Ross, Al Pearce Gang, Benny Goodman............. Page 24 alleged commissions due for nego- let out of the newsreel and Job. ‘ 
| 3s including the loan f Vivien Leigh | ‘Monte Carlo’ decision important................. POR: Page 39 tiating his 20th-Fox producer’s con- | Local 52, Studio Mechanicals, raise 
for the starring role. tract. , a howl over the newsreel discharges, 
r se Sidney Franklin has been assigned } WB withdraws 100% from retail music biz. eee eeeseseeccenees . Page 39 Selznick was given 10 days to file /and understood it forced Par to re- r 
ge the producer post. j ; a new complaint. | instate one of its members. ‘ 
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To Participate 


in GN Refinancing: 


RFC, Felt Coin Also Reported Set 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
will participate in refinancing of 
Grand National. Telephone company 
subsid owns the mortgage on the 
Hollywood studios of Educational 
Pictures, GN parent company. It is 
understood the mortgage and inter- 
est amount to something over $200,- 
000. This is to be paid off out of 
the $1,600,000 loan GN is skedded to 
get and ERPI, in turn, will partici- 
pate to the extent of $100,000 in the 
loan. 

Reconstruction Finance Corp. is 
reported to have given final approval 
for advancing $600,000 to GN. Felt 
& Co., Wall St. bankers, swinging 
the refinancing, have approximately 
$1,000,000 on the line and waiting 
for delivery. 

Temporarily stymieing consumma- 
tion of the deal is a change in terms 
demanded by one of the participat- 
ing banks. Felts rearranged the 
terms several times in an attempt 
to satisfy the bank, and it is ex- 
pected details will be worked out 
amicably. Banker participation is 
in a revolving production fund, 
while the RFC’s portion is an op- 
erating fund. 

Felts and Earle W. Hammons, GN 
prez, are anxious to get started on 
distribution because they feel the 
present foreign situation is pro- 
pitious to their setup. GN has no 
interests and no investments abroad. 
It has always operated in the do- 
mestic market, virtually 100%. 


Warner Impatient 


Pending the working out of the 
mew deal, Franklyn M. Warner, 
head of Fine Arts Pictures, is cool- 
ing his heels in New York. He has 
about $500,000 tied up in GN and is 
anxious to see the financial situation 
straightened because it will give 
him an opportunity to get his money 
out. He is determined to have an 
answer from Hammons on the fu- 
ture of the company this week. 

GN employees, both in New York 
and on the Coast, now also have a 
stake in the outcome of the loan. 
Their pay was skipped the week be- 
fore last, due to the outfit’s rental 
income being impounded by a Cali- 
fornia court pending trial of Dr. 
Eugen W. Frenke’s suit for $2,500 
allegedly due him. A payday was 
also hurdled early in the summer, 
50 employees have two ‘weeks’ coin 
coming to them when financial ar- 
rangements are completed. 


ED SMALL UNDECIDED 
ABOUT PROD. HIATUS 


Edward Small is undecided wheth- 
er to follow the lead of several other 
United Artists: producers and take a 
two or three-month hiatus after Jan. 
1, or to continue on normal sched- 
ule. He'll make no decision on the 
matter until later in the year, wait- 
ing to view developments in the for- 
eign situation. 

Work will begin on ‘My Son, My 


Son,’ about Nov. 1, to be followed | 
in about 10 days by ‘Kit Carson.’ | 
That'll take until New Year, when | 


the shuttering may take place. 


Test Mercury Players 
At RKO for Welles Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Orson Welles is putting four mem- 
bers of his Mercury Theatre cast 
through screen tests for their roles 
in his picture, ‘Heart of Darkness,’ 
at RKO. 

Four, who recently arrived from 
New York, are Everett Sloane, Ray 
Collins, Edgar Barrier and Erskine 
Sanford. 


BABY SANDY’S 3RD 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Universal assigned Charles Lamont 
to produce his third Baby Sandy 
feature, still untitled. 
Currently Lamont fs winding up 
added scenes on ‘Little Accident,’ 
second of the infant starrers. 


DeBra’s Home Run 


Arthur DeBra crashed 
through with one telling coun- 
ter-blow during the heckling the 
Hays organization took at the 
censorship meeting. He pinned 
Morris L. Ernst down with this 
question: 

‘What would you prefer, our 
middle-of-the-road position that 
does work and does reduce cen- 
sorship menace, or policies that 
would certainly bring on new 
threats of Governmental control 
of all forms of communication?’ 

Ernst conceded he had some- 
thing there. 


Foreign B.O. Dent 
A Setback To 


Indie Producers 


Independent producers of films for 
major as well as indie distribution 
will be the first forced to curtail 
production costs—or stop production 
altogether—as result of the loss of 
European income, according to ex- 
perts on film financing. Among the 
principal producers to be affected 
will be those distributing through 
United Artists. 


In the estimation of bankers who 
advance the coin for production, in- 
dies will feel the pinch badly start- 
ing about February, when they be- 
gin seeking money for spring film- 
ing. Major companies, which pro- 
duce a picture a week or every two 
weeks, and thus have a tremendous 
backlog of domestic monies con- 
stantly coming in, won't be affected 
at their banks until probably a year 
from now, it is said. 

It is the men with the least resid- 
ual income who will feel the Euro- 
pean loss first. Taking the United 
Artists’ setup for an example, Gold- 
wyn or Selznick or Wanger or any 
of the other producers must go to 
the banks in February or March for 
advances on new production. Bank- 
ers, of course, will want to see the 
books to find out what has been the 
experience with previous monies 
loaned. If income should be down 
because of the foreign market, the 
banks undoubtedly will want its in- 
vestment more in ratio with do- 
mestic distribution. 

Virtually all independent produc- 


tion is financed in this manner, by 
what are called revolving loans. 
| Money coming into the .bank is 
loaned out again almost immediately 
| for more production. Great major- 
| ity of coin comes in during the first 
196 weeks after initial release of a 
| film. 
| A second plan of financing, which 
will also be affected, is the ‘finished 
negative loan.’ In this, a producer 
gives the bank a lien on a film go- 
ing into distribution in return for a 
loan for another picture. The banks, 
naturally, don’t advance more for 
the future film than it thinks is com- 
ing out of the completed one, 


Hays Meeting to Cover 
Frozen Coin, Neutrality 


Lack of quorum caused a post- 
ponement of the Hays office direc- 
tors meeting last Oct. 11, with the 
adjourned quarterly session slated 
for today (Wednesday). 

Later date for this adjourned con- 
fab is more satisfactory for industry 
heads ,anyway, because they hope to 


the European war. The proposed 
new neutrality bill and the money 
situation in Great Britain are topics 


slated for discussion. 


have a more definite picture of the. 
foreign situation abroad in view of, 


CHIDES HAYS 


Two-Day Meeting Embraces 
All Forms of Amusement 
and the Threat to Them 
of the Government’s Cen- 
sorship Tendencies 


RADIO ANGLES 


ference on censorship in all its forms, 


actual or threatened, was held Fri- 
day and Saturday (13-14) of last 
week at the Hotel Biltmore, New 
York. The over-all theme sounded 
at the various group meetings, the 
banquet Friday night and the Sat- 
urday luncheon, was, ‘What will hap- 
pen if the United States goes to war?’ 

The National Council on Freedom 
from Censorship, which called the 
conference (because the war possi- 
bility exists and because 1939 is the 
150th anniversary of the American 
Constitution’s Bill of Rights) invited 
in representatives of the film, radio, 
book, legit and newspaper industries 
in addition to persons in the realm 
of propaganda, education, libraries, 
labor unions and others. 

General apprehension of what 
war would do to the amusement in- 
dustries brought out a wide variety 
of opinion. On the far left in criti- 
cism of the film business was Nor- 
man Thomas, the Socialist, who 
thought that ‘moving pictures will 
be in the front ranks of those in- 
fluences which lead us into war.’ 
Some optimism was expressed by 
others that the full clamping down 
of the lid could be avoided, but to 
this, other speakers replied that ‘es- 
pionage’ was an effective sugar- 
coating and a better word to use 
than ‘censorship.’ Under the plea 
of serving national defense the 
people might tolerate controls that 
could not be forced through on the 
usual moral grounds. 

The book publishers admitted 
they were not much harrassed any 
more by the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Vice. This was due to 
the worm’s turning. From _ 1870, 
when Anthony Comstock went into 
action, until 1915, the publishers 
meekly kneeled to unofficial cen- 
sorship. Once they began fighting 
in the courts the era of persecution 
nded. Morris L. Ernst, the Council's 
attorney observed that once the film 
industry got up courage to chal- 
lenge the bigots and fight them in 

(Continued on page 18) 


KEEPER 
NOT BUZZIN 
TIL DEC. 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Production of B pictures at War- 
ner Bros, has been suspended for 
four to six weeks. Studio has al- 
ready turned out enough of this type 
product to carry it through March 
and has moved up the seasonal va- 
cation usually taken around Christ- 
mas. 

Bryan Foy and 50 in his unit have 
been laid off until Dec. 1. 


BRISKIN’S NEW DEAL 
ALL SET AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
New contract is being drawn up 
for Sam Briskin at Columbia to re- 


month. 


for signing. 


A hard-hitting, plain-speaking con- 


| 


Have Closed Up 


4 


WB’ s Filmusical Yen 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Warners is checking on the b.o. 
returns of recent musicals with 
the idea of resuming production 
in that field. First step is the 
buildup of Dennis Morgan for 
the spot once occupied by Dick 
Powell. Actor broke into Hol- 
lywood as a singer under his real 
name, Stanley Morner, but never 
sang in pictures, 
Studio is also sending a num- 
ber of stock femmes through in- 
tensive vocal training. 


Stahl Off U Lot 
But May Renew 
New Deal; UA Bid 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Terminating a 30-month contract 
as Universal producer-director, John 
M. Stahl has left the studio and plans 
his own production unit. He has sev- 
eral offers, including a new deal 
with Universal and United Artists. 
He’ll go east next week to confer 
with Nate Blumberg and Murray 
Silverstone. 


Stahl has served at Universal for 
the past 10 years, except for time 
out for one picture at Metro. Dur- 
ing this decade he was the lot’s pres- 
tige director and the majority of his 
films brought top coin on b.o. re- 
turns. ‘Bull by the Horns,’ which 
he had in preparation, goes to an- 
other director. 


place the one that is expiring next week vacation, only business he at- 


It is understood terms have been and discussing with Sam Harris and 
agreed upon and the pact is ready |the authors the possibility of filming 


JULES LEVY’S PROD. UNIT 
MAY BE VIA UNIVERSAL 


Giving unhurried consideration to 
several propositions, following his 


resignation from RKO as general 
sales manager, one of the first on 
Jules Levy’s agenda is understood 
to be a bid from Universal to go 
into the producing field. This is said |! 
to have come from Nate J. Blum- | 
berg, president of U, friend and for- 
mer associate of Levy’s. 

Pending further discussion of a | 
production venture, probably in the 
form of a unit that would be guar- 
anteed release by Universal, Levy is 
awaiting word from Coast principals 
to come west for huddi:s. Reports 
are that several are interested with 
Levy in entering production, i prop- 
er arrangements can be made, this 
including financing. 

Levy is making headquarters in 
New York at the law office of Wil- 
lard S. McKay and Sol Rosenblatt, 
but is still checking into his office at 
RKO, cleaning up pending matters 
when he resigned. 


LeRoy Wants to Do 
‘Dinner’ for Metro 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ new 
Kaufman-Hart play which opened at 
the Music Box, N. Y., Monday (16), 
may be filmed by Metro. Mervyn 
LeRoy, Metro producer, delayed his 
return to Hollywood until yesterday 
(Tuesday) so he could catch the 
opening, as a possibility for his own 
cameras. 

LeRoy was in New York for a two- 


tended to being viewing of ‘Dinner’ 


Vast Majority of Large Circuits 


Product Deals 


For 39-40: Distribs Ahead of ’38 


The vast majority of the large 
circuits, including those affiliated 
with major producers, and most of 
the smaller independent exhibitors, 
have closed their product deals for 
the 1939-40 season, in some cases 
through 1940-41 and 1941-2 semester. 
There have been no termers for 
more than three years, and not many 
of the latter. 

In distribution quarters it is 
stated that an unusual press of buy- 
ing has occurred in the past three 
weeks, with result exchanges in 
some territories are completely sold, 
except for a very few accounts. 
Buyers began coming in faster after 
the war frightened them and fol- 
lowing decision of some distributors 
not to let accounts, including steady 
ones, pick up new season’s (‘39-40) 
film unless they came in and signed 
a contract. A representative num- 
ber of exhibitors have been dating 
’39-40 film of distribs they have dealt 
with right along, contingent upon 
sitting down to work out a deal for 
the entire season. Some distribs got 
tired of this after too much product 
was being picked up on that basis. 

Certain circuits and individual ex- 
hibitors have not filled out their 
requirements for the whole film year 
but have signed up for sufficient 
products to carry them until they 
decide with whom they will make 
an additional deal. In some cases 
this includes three major programs, 
although ultimately the account may 
be playing the product of five com- 
panies, possibly the two to come on 
selective buys, depending on seasonal 
needs and policies to be pursued. 


Many Deemed ‘In’ 


There are numerous deals of ma- 
jor importance that have been in 
negotiation for a long time, but have 
gone away past the formative stave 
and are considered ‘in,’ although 
various details are yet.to be broken 
down to a fine point. This is par- 
ticularly true of larger circuits 
where the basic principles of a 
product deal have to be applied 
down to the line to each situation 
and each theatre, taking into con- 
sideration the difference that exists 
in the basis on which the pi-ires 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Unless 15% Increase Granted; Other 


AFL Crafts Involved: IA’s Protest 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. | 
General strike of studio painters | 
will be ordered Sunday (22) if pro- | 
ducers refuse the 15° wage increase 
demanded by the Motion Picture) 
Painters Local 644. Chances are that 
other crafts would quickly become 
involved, since Painters, an Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor affiliate, 
would throw picket lines around ma- 
jor studios and downtown theatres. 


Ruggles’ Col. Starter 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

‘Too Many Husbands,’ based on an 
old Somerset Maugham stage play, 
is Wesley Ruggles’ first production 
for Columbia, replacinfi ‘Arizona,’ 
which has been deferred indefinitely. 

Claude Binyon has completed the 
screenplay. Shooting starts Oct. 30, 
with Jean Arthur, Fred MacMurray 

A showdown between the produc- and Melvyn Douglas in the top 
ers and painters was postponed one spots. 


the picture and requested more time N. Y. SAG T0 VOTE FOR 
ITS COUNCIL NOV. 3 


io lay the situation before company 
heads. Although a strike vote had 
been set for Jasi night (Mon.), Her- 
bert Sorrell, business representative | 
of workers, agreed to a week's delay. 
Sorrel) said the men had every con- 
fidence in fairness of Casey and did | Prsescescag meeting of the New York 
not want to take any action that chapter of the Screen Actors Guild 
would embarrass the producer-labor | and election of 15 additional variceal 
se ; _bers to the advisory council has been 
‘set for Nov. 3 at the Hotel Astor. 
A move is already being engineered Ballots containing names of 23 can- 
by leaders in the International Alli-  didates for the council posts will be 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes mailed out later this week. Those 
to have the Painters’ walkout, if one jn good standing as of Aug. 1 are 
is ordered, branded as illegal. IATSE eligible to vote. 
tops are peeved because Painters re-| Five persons on the ballot who get 
fused to go down the line for the IA the highest vote will serve three- 
in the recent studio election. It has year terms on the council, with next 
already been intimated that a strike five serving two years and the third 
would not have the support of the five one year. After this election, all 
Central Labor Council. of those chosen will serve a full 
Demands for 10% increase also , three-year term. 


have been submitted to the producers | Nominees by the committee are 
by the studio plasterers, utility work- | Florence Auer, Opal Baker, Alan 


ers, machinists, molders and plumb- | Bandler, Ethel Curtis, Johnny Dale, 
ers. Demands were submitted by | Helen Edwards, John Hyland, 
the business representatives of the | Stephen Kent, Edward Lawrence, 
various organizations, but it had pre- | 4Udna Little, Robert Lynn, Joseph 


McInerney, Frank McNellis, John 
viously been announced that William Neiien, Philip Ober, Flerence Rich- 


Bioff would act as chairman of 
joint negotiations committee when ardson, Walter Scott Weeks and Be rt 

of Pe ys 8 = tion are Jack Harwood, Kathryn 


SAG-Agents Set for Nov. 1 


The franchise agreement beiween 
the Screen Actors Guild and Artists 
Managers Guild has finally been re- | 
duced to writing and will be put into 
effect by Nov. 1if no unforeseen hitch 
develops. The pact has already been | 
approved by the actors and goes to 
the agents for okay tomorrow night 
(Wed). 


Kemp, Henry de Koven, Florence 


Nelson and Nellie Ranson. 


Rush ‘Wind’ to Blow 
Down Academy Oscar 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

The contract will give the actor David O. Selznick is releasing 
the right to cancel his contract if ‘Gone With the Wind’ in this terri- 
the agency fails to provide him with tory around Dec. 15 to make it elig- 
18 days’ work within any three! ible for the 1939 Academy award. 
months period. Where there is a, World premiere is slated for Atlanta 
change in agency ownership or part- | the first week in December, with a 
nership, the actor also will have the! second ‘preem’ in New York a few 
right to cancel unless he approves days later, followed by release in 
of the new man assigned to handle Los Angeles. 


his business. Roadshow idea has been aban- 
The Screen Actors Guild has doned because of business conditions 
esked the Producer-SAG Standing Instead, the picture will be shown at 


Committee for a clarification of the | $1 top for the first year of its run. 
Basic Agreement clause pertaining Metro held a sneak preview of 
io call backs for added scenes, etc. 
Test case is heard on a claim for 


Nicholas M. Schenck to determine 


$1,800 additional salary for work Of | whether it shall be released as a 
Stanley Field in ‘Pack Up Your | geluxer or roadshow. 
Troubles’ at 20th-Fox. The SAG) [Louis B. Mayer and a delegation 


contends photography has not ended | of studio execs accompanied Schenck 

when the player was dismissed and | to the border citv. 

ihat he is entitled to pay from the | 

iime he was released until he was! 

called back presumably for added 

— Push Five at Col. 
Sound Technicians Local 695 of _ 

JATSE has levied a 5% assessment 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


against its members, retroactive to ‘ 
Wit ‘Co r¢ Kitchen’ 
Aug. 12 when 10% wage increase 1 h Pp t Ki 
rolling under Charles Barton’s direc- 
became effective. Harold Smith, 


tion, Columbia has 
| production. 
Others in work are ‘His Girl Fri- 


business representative of Local 695, five pictures in 


said assessment was voted by mem- 
bership to take care of curreni debits 
and that no part of it would go to the 
JA International. 
Deal has been set 
reel Cameramen’s Union for pay- | 
ment of salary to lensers where com- | 
panies trade prints. The agreement 
will not apply to still shots of pres- 
ident, ete. Wolfgang Reinhardt was handed 
The board of directors of the! a new contract as associate producer 
Screen Directors Guild has adopted at Warners. 
a resolution opposing any salary cuits 
and instructing its members to veto 
any requests to take a percentage | 
salary cut. Similar action has been 'jjch’ rolled yesterday (Mon.) with 
jaken by the SAG. ‘Ruth Gordon heading the support. 
William Dieterle is directing. 


‘The Street of Missing Women’ and 
ee ‘Gun Law of the Frontier.’ 


WB Renews Reinhardt 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


of Dr. Ehrlich.’ 


Giannini Due East 


Dr. A. H. Giannini, slated to arrive | 
jn New York yesterday (Tuesday) | 
from Los Angeles, will not arrive un- | RKO’s production of ‘Primrose 
til Jater this week. | Path’ will have Ginger Rogers and 

Trip is strictly vacaiion. He will | Joel McCrea in the leads. 
be accompanied by his wife, son and; Gregory LaCava produces ané di- 
daughter-in-law. Son, Bernard, was!/recits, with camera siart in twe 
recently married. , weeks, 


Set ‘Primrose’ Leads 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


‘Northwest Passage’ at San Diego for | 


day,” ‘The Incredible Mr. Williams,’ | 


Currently he is filming ‘The Life | 


Edward G. Robinson starrer, ‘Ehr- | 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Warners renewed Wally Klein's 

| Writer pact. 

' Elsie Knox inked player contract 

20th-Fox. 


vyn Douglas. 

| Mischa Auer signed for another 
year with Universal. 

| Republic signed Weaver Bros. and 

| Elviry for six pictures in two years. 


1] Town Looks to Legit 
(One-Acters as Possible 
Replacement of Duals 


Syracuse, Oct. 17. 

Possibility that legit one-acters 
may some day replace the second 
feature on film programs loomed 
brighter today as film officials here 
studied publie reaction of Little The- 
at e effort Wednesday (15). 

Instead of second feature, 
Schine-Paramount presented 


Metro handed new ticket to Mel- | 


Suit in N. Y. 


Don't See Much Action on Trust 


Until Early in 1940 


Paul Williams, special assistant to 
the U. S. attorney-general, who has 
been in New York for the past week, 
has agreed with major counsel to 
postpone argument on the Govern- 
ment’s demand for an answer to its 
60 interrogatories until Nov. 1. The 
Government has been allowed a sim- 
ilar courtesy by United Artists, the 
only major to have filed cross-inter- 
rogatories. Within the next fort- 
night interrogatories on the part of 
the balance of the majors are ex- 
pected to be filed on the VU. S. 


The Department of Justice is also 
vigorously denying that it intends to 
slow up the anti-trust action in New 
York. However, officials of the De- 
partment also admit privately that 
start of the trial in N. Y. is impos- 
sible before the first few months of 
1940. They also admit that the 
Schine action in Buffalo will be 


other actions. 


pressed with vigor, as will all the | 


Herbert Borkland, who said that the 
defendants could gain the informa- 
tion through other channels, stating 
that the Government is not held 
responsible to reveal particulars 
under new U. S. Court rules. 
Defendants submitted a brief coy- 
ering the specific law and Judge 
Knight reserved his decision, giy- 
ing the Government two weeks to 
present briefs covering the answer, 


La Crosse Suit Up Soon 
Milwaukee, Oct. 17, 

Attorneys from La Crosse Theatres 
Co., La Crosse, headed by Frank L,. 
Koppelberger, completed the taking 
of depositions from exchange man- 
agers and E. R. Ruben in the firm's 
anti-trust suit against Ruben’s Wel- 
worth Theatres Co. and various dis- 
tributors, alleging conspiracy. The 
action is to be tried soon in federal 
court here. 


More Pa. Suits 


amateurs in one-act ‘Upstage.’ * Newburgh, N. Theatre Philadelphia, Oci. 17. 


Public went for the novelty. The 
amateurs, perhaps a little bit over- 
|~helmed by it all and unaccustomed 
| to playing in houses quite so large, 
|}sometimes were inaudible in the rear 
of the theatre, but picked up steam 
'as they went along and turned in a 
creditable performance. 

Gus Lampe, city manager for 
Schine, is sold on the idea of pre- 
senting the group as a monthly fea- 
ture, 


WALKER REMAINS WITH 
ROACH; SELTZER AS IS 


| Dissension on both sides, which 
_led to tentative resignation last week 
|of Tom Walker, eastern rep for Hal 
| Roach, was salved on Saturday, and 
| Walker will remain in his present 
spot. It is understood that the plan 
,also has been scrapped by which 
Frank Seltzer, publicity and exploi- 
| tation chief on the Coast, would be 
‘shifted to New York to take over 
| post. Seltzer’s brother, 
' Jules, who is his assistant, was slated 
to slip into the top Coast groove. 
| Had he left Roach, Walker was 
| contemplating a return to film finan- 
|cing. He was assistant to Dr. A. H. 
|Giannini for 18 years, in charge of 
| picture financing by the Bank of 
| America in Los Angeles. When Dr. 
Giannini became chairman of the 
| United Artists board, Walker became 


la UA v.p., taking over the Roach | 


post about 15 months ago. } 


Constance Bennett’s | 
Broadway Legit Yen 


Constance Bennett is on the hunt | 
for a legit vehicle, which is the 
reason she isn't accepting any dates 
in New York on her vaudeville 
tour. Latter opens at the Palace, 

; Columbus, Oct. 20, with the Shubert, 

Cincinnati, and Palace, Cleveland, 
following in that order. William 
Morris office is agenting. 

Miss Bennett, working with Julie 
Stein as piano accompanist, is re- 
ported getting $6,500 a week against 
a percentage for the vaude dates. 

3d Quartet Pic 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
| Warners four-girl combination is 
slated for another picture along the 
general lines of ‘Four Daughters’ and 
‘Four Wives.” Team consists of three 

Lane sisters and Gale Page. 

Jules and Philip Epstein 
‘signed to the screen play. 


are as- 


| 


| Ohio Amus. Taxes Rise 


Columbus, Oct. 17. . 
State admission taxes showed an 
increase of approximately 7% dur- 


ing the first nine months of 1939 as 
| compared to 1938. 
Revenue amounted to $1,193,000, 


compared with $1,110,000. 
LOEW MEETING TODAY (WED.) 

Meeting of Loew’s directors, orig- 
inally slated for Oct. 4, now is sched- 
uled for today (Wednesday). 

Direcioraie is due to take up the 
matter of preferred dividend decla- 
_Tation, 


Drops Its Trust Suit 


Federal Judge John W. Clancy in 
N. Y., Friday (13), dismissed with 
taxable costs, which may be $2,000, 
the $225,000 triple damage anti- 
trust suit by Orange County Thea- 
tres, Inc., against Paramount, 20th 
Century-Fox, Big-U-Film Exchange, 
RKO Radio, United Artists, Joseph 
Lee, 20th-Fox exchange manager, 
Eugene Levy, George Walsh and 
Netco Theatres, Inc., of which Levy 
and Walsh are operators. Violation 


Three new suits against the major 
distributors and the Stanlev-Warner 
chain is being readied by three 
Philly indies. 

The cases will probably be filed 
in U. S. district court within the 
next two weeks. 


Griffith's Extension 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 17. 
Griffith Amus. Co. legal staff has 
been given 10 additional days to file 
answering briefs in the U. S. anti- 
trust action in Federal court here, 


of the Sherman act, with respect to 
the Academy, Newburgh, N. Y., was 
alleged. Case was to have been a} 
drawn out procedure but attorneys | 
for the plaintiff requested dismissal | 
on the ground of inability to pro- | 
ceed. 

Reasons given were that the plain- | 
tiff is engaged in three litigations | 
against its former president, Harry | 
Friedman, whose testimony had been | 
depended on in this action. 

Since the testimony was not the} 
same as attorneys for the plaintiff | 
had been led to believe, it was re- 
quested that the action be djsmissed 
without prejudice and without costs. 
The last was not granted, and the 
judge, while not allowing the first, 
just dismissed the action. 

This means that should the plain- 
tiff desire to renew, it must do so on 
good cause, and with permission 
of the court. 

B’klyn Folly Re-Files Suit 

The Folly Amus. Holding Corp., | 
operators of the Brooklyn Folly 
theatre, whose $750,000 suit against | 
United Artists Corp. and the balance | 
of the majors had been dismissed as | 
against UA, by Federal Judge Ed- 
ward A. Conger in N.Y. some time | 
ago, for failure to state a cause of 
action against UA, was re-filed in| 
Federal court against all previous | 
defendants on Monday (16). The) 
new complaint is identical with the 
old one, with some slight changes in 
wordage. 

Suit seeks triple damages and 
claims that due to the failure of the | 
majors, Monogram and Republic, to | 
give the Folly pictures, the theatre 
was forced out of business. Folly 
also served a bill of particulars on 
all other defendants, in which’ it 
made definite accusations, and stated | 


that due to the fear of Randforce | 
Amusements Corp.'s 43 theatres, the | 
other defendants refused to give the | 
Folly any pictures, except those 
Randforce could not use. 


Schine Arguments 
Buffalo, Oct. 17. 

for the Schine Theatres, | 
Inc., and eight major distributors | 
named as defendants in the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust suit in Federal | 
court here, argued for several hours | 
last Wednesday (11) before Judge 
Knight that Uncle Sam be required 
to submit detailed information as to 
the alleged offenses of the de- 
fendants. 

Appearing for five of the distribs, 
including Paramount, Metro = and 
Warners, John Lord O'Brian, Buf- 
falo lawyer and formerly chief of 
the Department of Justice's anti- 
trust division under’ President 
Hoover, argued that the Government 
be forced to fix specific dates when 
the distrib defendants allegedly dis- 
criminated in favor of the Schine 
interests. 

Counsel for the Schine interests 
requested that the U. S. be forced 
to show other detailed information. 

Opposing the motion was Special 
Assistant U. S. Attorney General ' 


Counsel 


|rid Zone’; 


Answer will be to previously filed 
briefs in memorandum on defense 
motions seeking a bill of particulars 
in the action, which seeks to break 
up the Griffith circuits and prevent 
distributors from entering into con- 
tracts with them. Extension of time 
gives the Griffith legal staff until 
Friday (20). 

Columbia, United Artists and Uni- 
versal, co-defendants in the same 
action, have filed their reply briefs 
which are substantially the same as 
those filed by other distributor de- 
fendants previously. 


12 TOPPERS ON 4-MO. 
WB PROD. SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Hal Wallis has posted the 12 high 
budget pictures to go into produc- 
tion at Warners during the next four 
months, 

List includes Edward G. Robinson 
in ‘The Life of Dr. Ehrlich’: Errol 
Flynn in ‘Virginia City’; Donald 
Crisp and Frank McHugh in ‘Three 
Cheers for the Irish’; Laurence 
Olivier in ‘Disraeli’; Bette Davis in 
‘We Shall Meet Again’; James Cag- 
ney in ‘The Times of Tony Pas- 
tor’; Edward G. Robinson in ‘Tor- 
Ann Sheridan in ‘Reu- 
ters’; George Raft and John Gar- 
field in ‘And It All Came True’; 
Flynn in ‘The Sea Hawk’ and Gar- 
field in ‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses." 


Charges Flood Effects 


Pirated in Suit vs. Rep 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 
Suit for $30,000 was filed here 
against Republic Pictures. E. H. 
Goldstein and William Saal by Ned 
Mann, director and supervisor of spe- 
cial effects, charging conspiracy to 
defraud in connection with the film- 

ing of ‘S.O.S. Tidal Wave’ in 1938. 
Mann charges the special effects in 
‘Tidal Wave’ were the same as he 
had used in ‘Deluge. He demands 

$10,000 salary and $20,000 damages. 


Capra Takes Space 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Newly organized Frank Capra 
Productions moved into office space 
at the Selznick-International stucio. 
Outfit will probably use S-I stares 
for its future productions. 


MOORE’S RADIO SHORTS 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

James Moore, recently resigned 
test director and chief talent scout 
for RKO, has acquired film rights 
to ‘First Nighter,’ radio play se) 
and will produce them as a series of 
shorts. 

He is talking release terms with 
RKO and Paramount. 
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PIC-LEGIT PLAN SET 


Schedule to Determine Screen Values | 


Alternate agreement covering the production of legit plays with motion 
picture backing, to be adopted by the Dramatists Guild and the Broadway 

managers, contains the following schedule for determining the screen 
rights of such plays: 

MEDIUM ADVANCE PAYMENTS 

$5,000 when the contract is signed. 

$2,500 additional when the show runs two weeks. 

$7,500 additional when the show runs three weeks. 


(Note: Since the author and manager split picture money 60-40 only if 
the show runs three weeks, the author would receive the entire first two 
payments. Of the $15,000 total advance on a three-week run, the author 
would receive $9,000 and the manager $6,000. But all such payments 
would apply against subsequent royalties, if any.) 


ROYALTIES BASED ON LEGIT RUN 
Shows operating at cost of less than $7,500 a week 


First 15-week Second 15-week All over 

period period 30 weeks 
First $5,000 weekly gross....... 25% 15% 15% 
Second $5,000 weekly gross..... 20% 15% 15% 
Over $10,000 weekly gross..... ; 15% 15% 15% 

Shows operating at cost of $7,500—$15,000 a weck 

period period 30 weeks 

First 15-week Second 15-week All over 
First $5,000 weekly gross....... 20% 1212% 15°% 
Second $5,000 weekly gross..... 15% 12144% 15% 
Over $10,000 weekly gross...... 10% 1244% 15% 


Shows operating at a cost of more than $15,000 a week would call for 
payment of a straight 10% regardless of the weekly gross or the length of 
run. 

Shows operating at $15.000 or less a week would call for payment of a. 
straight 10% regardless of the gross or the length of run. Shows oper- 
ating at more than $15,000 a week would call for a straight 5%. 


(Note: No royalty payment would be figured on any week in which a 
show, either on Broadway or the road, grossed less than the operating 
expense. All royalty payments, like advances, would be split 60-40 by 
the author and manager.) 


Goldwyn Refuses to Accept UA 
Bonus with Any Strings Attached 


cou FOULK, LEGIT STAGER, 
| TO DIRECT FOR WB 


producers bonus which was passed | 
Robert Foulk, Broadway actor, di- 


out by the board of directors last 
month, it was revealed this week, 

| rector and author, goes to the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday) on a directo- 


is Goldwyn’s refusal to sign a con- | 

tract which would have the effect of 
rial contract for Warners. He re- 
cently staged the Legitimate Theatre 


nullifying Goldwyn-UA litigation 
now in court. 

Max D. Steuer, Goldwyn’s attorney 
in New York, declared UA will not 
turn over the coin until the producer 
inks the paper the distributing com- 
pany demands, and Goldwyn will 


| Life.’ Because of his association 
| with the George Abbott office (he 


| 


_tinue to hold off from any 


| fective 


Corp.’s road production of ‘What a | 


BUT 


Agreement to Be Approved 
Within Three Weeks — 
Calls for $5,000 Minimum 
‘Advance’ and Royalties 
—Requires ‘Independent’ 
Managers 


PROTECTIVE CLAUSES 


Final draft of the plan to regulate 
Hollywood financing of legit produc- 
tion has at last been approved by 
the Dramatists Guild council and 
will probably be adopted within the 
next three weeks by the Guild mem- 
bership and the Broadway manag- 
ers. It will then be effective im- 
mediately. 

Copies of the draft will go out to 
the Guild members within the next 
few days and, since it involves an 
-amendment to the constitution, it 
/must be considered at a general 
meeting. The organization’s annual 
meeting is scheduled for Nov. 7, so 
presumably it will be brought up 
then. The producers are expected 
to okay it about the same time. 

It is emphasized that the plan is 
an alternate one, so it will merely 
supplement the present minimum 
basic contract. Thus, the Broadway 
producers may or may not utilize it, 
even after it is adopted. Similarly, 
while most of the film companies are | 


4A’s Pushing ‘One Big Union’ But 
Factional Squabbles Reappearing, 
Principally Equity; Also AGVA 


Typed 


| 
Paris, Oct. 5. 

Eric Von Stroheim has.played 
German officers so frequently in 
films that the characterization 
caught up with him here last 
week, 

He was arrested in Fountaine- 
bleau, being mistaken for a Ger- 
man officer at liberty. However, 
he was released when a crowd 
recognized him and rushed him 
for autographs. 


LaGuardia Can't 
See Why N.Y. Isn't 
Pix Prod. Center 


Mayor F. H. La Guardia proposed 
that the picture business return to 
New York city where it started, ad- 
dressing the fall conclave of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers 
in N. Y. on Monday (16). The city’s 
chief executive pointed out that he 
did not want to take anything away | 


expected to take advantage of the | from any other city but he did want 
plan to reenter the legit field, they | to ‘promote my own.’ 

may back shows under the existing | 
| minimum basic agreement or con-| tages possessed by New York which | 


Broad- 


way financing, whichever’ they 


choose. 

Since the agreement is in the na- 
ture of an experiment, it will be ef- 
until Sept. 1, 1940. It will 
doubtless be revised as of that date, 
in line with conditions that have 
been observed under its operation in 
the meantime. However, there is no 
provision for renewal. The agree- 
ment specifies that all disputes aris- 


| ing out of it must be arbitrated. 


appeared in the original company of | 


not accept the money withthe strings |‘Brother Rat’ and directed road 
tied by UA. Bonus is understood; companies of the comedy), he may | 
to amount to about $35,000. | be assigned to the sequel, ‘Brother 


Rat Has a Baby,’ at the studio. 
Mrs. Foulk, a radio actress under 


Both Steuer and Charles C. 
Schwartz, UA counsel and director, 
refuse to reveal the exact nature of 
the disputed contract. It is under- | in New York, at least for the pres- 
stood to be something in the nature ;ent. Her starring contract for the 
of a release, however, for Steuer | ‘Big Sister’ 
said that signing it would adversely renewal about the end of the year, 


affect Goldwyn’s rights <cnd would- 
EXTRAS’ BIG ’39 COIN 


be tantamount to withdrawing the | 
litigation brought by Goldwyn. Suit | 

3,000,000 This Year—$100,000 Ahead 
of ’38 to Date 


pending is an attempt to break his |g 
contract with the distributing outfit. 


Steuer declared that UA is bound 
by the terms of the original contract 
to turn the bonus over uncondition- | 
ally and is further abrogating this 
agreement by refusing to do so. In- 
asmuch as Goldwyn is not now in 
need of money, Steuer said, there 
will be no compromise. 


Another angle which comes up, of 
course, is that Goldwyn’s acceptance 
of the coin would be tacit approval 
of the ‘Silverstone plan,’ bonus, 
schedule under which it was allotted, | 
and which is one of the principal | 
objections named by Goldwyn in! 
his suit to break away from UA. | 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Extras will earn around $3,000,000 
this year if the present pace is main- 
tained for the remaining three 
months. Income for the past month 
is $40,000 over previous and $100,000 
over the same period last year. 
Total for the year to date is within 
$200,000 of the 1938 aggregate 

Placements by central casting dur- 
ing September totalled 26,004. 


Berlin’s Pic Pariey 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
G H d N i di ( | Irving Berlin hopped off for New 
bien today (Tues.) after a huddle 
reen Cads New indie 0. vith Darryl Zanuck on ideas for the 
seuduetitn of ‘Say It With Music.’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. Composer returns here in April to 
George Green, former writer-| Work on the picture for early sum- 
director at Paramount, was elected | mer shooting. 


president of the new Producers Corp. | 
METRO’S TESTEES 


of America, an indie production com- | 
pany. Carl Winston is v.p.; Howard; John Banner and Illa Rhoden, who | 


Levi, treasurer; and Harry Sokolov, appeared for a brief on the 
aoe, | Broadway stage during the limited 
First feature, ‘Kingdom Come,’ | run of ‘From Vienna,’ have been, 


forthcoming Cosmopolitan mag serial | screen- -tested by Metro. 
by Adela Rogers St. John is slated to| Same company has placed John 


start in mid- -December, John Charles | | Price, stock company juvenile, un- duce the legit play, 
Thomas starring. 


' der option for test this week. 


the name of Alice Frost, will remain | 
ago John Byram, 


program comes up for | 


| Robert Rubin, 


Originally conceived by John 
Wharton, theatrical attorney, the 
plan has been developed through 
two years of conferences and study 


between Jake Wilk, of Warners; J.| 


of Metro; with Luise 
Sillcox and Sidney Fleischer, repre- 
senting the Guild. Several months 
of Paramount, also 
joined the huddles. It was his sug- 
gestions, regarding a sliding scale of 
royalties based on the operating cost 
of the legit production, that formed 
the basis for the final plan. 


| also Byram whose figures on the pre- 


| rather than a 


ponderance of Broadway flops led to} 
revision of the Guild’s proposed | 
minimum ‘bonus’ payments. 
Legit’s Edge 
As finally accepted by 
council, the plan is 
of the various conflicting 
But in general it appears to favor 
the playwrighting and Broadway 
end, as against the Hollywood con- 
tentions. Thus, while the final plan 
uses the studio proposal for pay- 
ment of a minimum to be 
applied against subsequent royalties, 
to be out- 


the Guild 


‘advance,’ 


‘bonus,’ 


|'ment of more than $1,000,000, 


It was | 


a compromise |} 
interests. | 


— in addition to lagen S the 
schedule of royalties paymen 
ther nselves are considerably hi sher | 


| $7,500 a week, 
| week, 


than advocated by the 
ecutives. 

For instance, the minimum classi- 
fication as regards the operating cost 
of the legit 
rather than $5,000 a 
Similarly, the percentages for 
extended runs (30 weeks or more) in 


| all classifications is set at a straight 


15% on all shows operating 
$15,000, instead of 10-1212-15%, as 


picture ex- 


He recited the numerous advan- 


might be used in film production. | 
concluding: ‘I can’t see why the mo- | 
tion picture producers don’t make} 
pictures here.’ 

Mayor La Guardia’s statement that 
‘I would be very happy to confer 


with any delegates who represent 
producers about coming back to} 
New York’ indicated that his talk 


was not idle chatter. 

‘This is not small-town or chamber 
of commerce talk—I mean it,’ said 
the mayor. 

{Actually more feature production, | 
slated for worldwide release, has 
been lined up for the east this fall 
than possibly at any time in recent) 
years. Three features scheduled for | 
the Eastern Service studios will be| 
released by RKO, and two others | 
lined up for production at the same | 
plant will be released by Columbia. 
Two of these, representing an invest- | 
will 
be in work by the end of this year.] 

A. S. Dickinson of the Hays office, 
financial v.p. of the SMPE, and J. 
Frank, Jr., secretary, were reelected 
for additional terms. D. E. Hynd-| 
man of Eastman Kodak was elected 
engineering v.p., while R. O. Strock 
of Eastern Service Studios was 
named treasurer. 


SELZNICK’S BENCHLEY 
SHORTS THROUGH UA 


Hi wood, Oct. 17. 
Selznick-Interna ioe al has decided 
to launch into production of sh 
and will lead off with a serie ar- 


orts 


ring Robert Benchley, who has fin- 
ished up at Metro. Films will be | 


m de on both coasts to allow the 


‘humorist to pursue rad’> an! liter- 


production is set at! 


under | 


proposed. Shows with a nut of over | 
$15,000 a week will call for a 10%! 


royalty on extended runs, instead of 
the Hollywood suggestion of 7! 
Another setback from 
end is the stipulation that the Holly- 
wood backer may not directly pro- 
but must in all 
(Continued on page 55) 


the studio 


ary labors without interruption 

Releasing deal for the shorts is 
being talked with United Artists, 
which has never distributed briefies 
aside from Walt Disney’s ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ cartoons. 


Lamour in 20th ‘Apollo’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Dorothy Lamour has been bor- 
rowed from Paramount for the co- 
starring role with Tyrone Power in 
‘Johnny Apollo’ at 20th-Fox. 
Shooting starts late in Nov 


ember. 


| that 
| unions, 
| move their headquarters into joint 


jealousies are reappearing. 


nation’ 


| will 


Despite a resumption of internal 
friction among the various branches, 
the ‘one big union’ idea is still being 
pushed by the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. As a step in 
direction, all the member 

except Equity expect to 


offices in 51st street, off Broadway, 
about Nov. 1. Equity, which owns 
its own building in West 47th street, 
will remain at that location. 

| While a broad plan of unification 
| has been more or less outlined, noth- 
| ing further will actually be done un- 
| til mid-November, when Kenneth 
| Thomson and Laurence Beilenson, 
| representing the Screen Actors 
Guild, arrive in New York to confer 
' with other Four A’s officials. Un- 


'derstood a specific plan, calling for 


a temporary trial period and re- 
gional setup somewhat resembling 
that of the American Federation of 
Musicians, may be proposed. Cer- 
tain, however, that the regional an- 
gle will have to be solved, as tha 
Coast end is determined not to per- 


| mit control of the picture union af- 
| fairs to be held in the east. 


Although the recent struggle with 
the stagehands’ union brought about 
an unprecedented degree of coopera- 
tion among the Four A’s_ unions, 
since the settlement of that strife 
many of the same old factional 
Thus, 
Equity officials are again beginning 
to oppose any unification program, 
the eastern end’s cry of SAG ‘domi- 
is once more being raised, 
and efforts are being made to inject 
a television jurisdictional squabble 


| into the picture. 


A. G. V. A.’s Growth 
Actually, what may delay the con- 


' solidation of the unions more than 


anything else is the increasing re- 
fusal of the American Guild of 
Variety Artistes board to accept any 


| sort of dictation or control by out- 


| side interests, including the officials 
of other Four A’s unions. The vaude- 
nitery organization now has a mem- 
bership of more than 7,000 and Is 
growing by giant strides. Expected 
that within a couple of months it 
will be almost double the numerical 


| strength of any of its affiliates, in- 


cluding SAG or the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. Under 
the circumstances, the AGVA board 
may elect to stall the unification 
plan until it can take a stronger 
hand in directing policies of the par- 
ent organization. 

Lodged in the new Four A's 
quarters in New York will now 
AFRA, SAG, AGVA, AGMA, Chorus 
Equity, Theatre Authority and 
eral of the smaller unions. The vari- 
ous organizations have been per- 
mitting their leases to expire, with 
the idea of taking advantage of just 
such a rent-saving move when it 
should become possible, 

But while the move into joint 
offices will save some coin, it is 
doubtful if any consolidation plan 
bring about any major reduc- 
tion of expense, at least for some 
time. Main difficulty is that the 
principal expense of most of the 
member unions is salaries. 


head- 


he 


Empire Trust-Con. Labs 
Stymied on Bio Deal 


Deal between the Empire Trust 
Co. and Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries for purchase of latter’s equip- 
ment in the Empire-owned Biograpa 
studios in the Bronx, N. Y., is tem- 
porarily stymied. Consolidated re- 
fuses to set the price it wants and 
the bank refuses to set the price it 
will pay. It is planned to wriggle 
out of the deadlock this week by 
naming an independent appraiser. 

Consolidated winds up its tenure 
of the Biograph property at the end 
of October. Empire plans to keep 
it open for rental to indie producers 
and will purchase either the Con- 
solidated equipment or other equip- 
ment to stock it. 
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Tenn.-Ark-Miss.-Ky. Indies Combine To 


Fight Lightman’s (Par) ‘Domination’ 


+ 
| 


Memphis, Oct. 17. 

M. A. Lightman’s ‘overlordship’ of 
film exhibition in mid-Dixie faces its 
first challenge. 
ated theatre owners formed ‘Inde- 
pendent Theatres, Inc.’ here last week 
for the avowed purpose of fighting | 
Lightman domination in Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Kentucky. 

Jack Rhodes of the Crittenden, 
West Memphis, Ark., was named | 
president. Viceprexy is Lee W. | 
Moffitt. Owensboro showman who is | 
president of Motion Picture Theatre | 
Owners of Kentucky. Rhodes and | 
Moffitt appear to be the sparkplugs | 
of the outfit. Other officers an- | 
nounced are Steve Stein, of Jackson, | 
Tenn., secretary; Jack Guest, of Cam- | 
den, Ark., treasurer; and R. V. Mc- | 
Ginnis, of Hope, Ark., chairman of | 
the board of directors. | 

Organization will incorporate un- | 
der the laws of Arkansas, accord- | 
ing to Moffitt, and will have tempor- | 
ary headquarters in Rhodes office at | 
West Memphis. Later offices will be | 
opened in Memphis. Leaders say 
Independent Theatres will operate 
their own houses jointly, will buy 
or build in towns now controlled by 
Lightman in retaliation for his al- 
Jeged brand of competition against 
them. Arrangements for capital are 
already being made, it was stated, 
and the first move will be improve- 
ment of Stein’s, in Jackson, where 
Lightman operates the balance of 
the houses in partnership with Para- 
mount. Later it is said the new co- 
operative may invade towns like 
Tupelo and Helena and, unless some 
hitch develops, will definitely come | 
into Memphis. 

Local Showcase 

The 2,800-seat Orpheum on Main 
street in Memphis, town’s largest 
opry house, is eyed as an ultimate 
city showcase for the co-op circuit. 
About 20 theatres are said to be in- 
volved at present, with others re- 
ported ready to jump once the ice 
fs cracked. That kind of buying 
power, plus a deluxe house like the 
Orpheum here, would give the cir- 


Group of unaffili- 
{ 


DEMOBILIZED 
Eddie Forman 

Writer, Canadian-Born, Explains 

Eddie Forman, film short scenar- 
ist, wants VARIETY to demobilize him 
out of the British Army. Forman 
returned to the U.S. Thursday (12) 
on the Washington, denying that he 
was ever conscripted for service, 
even though he sailed for England 
on a British passport. He even says 
he tried to enlist, but was turned 
down because he’s ‘over 21.’ The 
nearest he got to the army, Forman 
claims, was when he staged a show 
for the Grenadier Guards at Wind- 
sor Castle. 

Forman was reported to have been 
drafted into the British forces a few 
weeks ago. He is a Canadian by 
birth and sailed for England several 
months ago to connect with Sam 
Sax, who took charge of Warners 
production in England after the 
shutting down of shorts production 
in Brooklyn, where Forman was on 
the writing staff. 

Sax is now on the Coast — and 
that’s where Forman heads for next 
week. 


NEW 
THEATRE BLDG. 


Theatre-building activity in New 
York will see two new film houses, 
three being readied for opening and 
|a sixth remodeled for opening. Con- 
templated new theatres are both 600- 
seaters, one in Flushing, by Albert 
Weinstock, the other being built by 
Herman Weingarten in Jamaica. 

The new picture 


house on 


| Smoked Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 1%. 

A ‘cigar watch’ over Kay Ky- 
ser has been ordered by Amere 
ican Tobacco’s George Wash- 
ington Hill while the Luckies 
broadcaster is making a picture 
at RKO. It ill behooves Kyser 
to wrap his lip around a rope 
when he’s out on the air plug- 
ging weeds, decreed Hill. 

So that studio photos do not 
snap Kyser unawares puffing on 
a stogie, a shooer-awayer has 
been posted to chase the bulb 
pressers when the Professor 
lights up an el ropo. 


Ben Bernie, on the Half 'n’ 
Half pipe tobacco account for 
Hill, was similarly entreated not 
to be photographed with his fa- 
vorite heater in his mouth, but 
must be shown smoking a pipe 
in all publicity stills. 


Brandt Booking 


Mayer's Rialto, 


Operates 80 


A deal is in work under which 
|; Harry Branat, operator of a string of 
80 theatres in the New York area and 
lower Connecticut, will take over the 
buying-booking of film for the Rial- 
to, N. Y. Operation of the Rialto 
will remain the same, with Arthur 
Mayer actively in charge. Sam Dem- 
bow is Mayer’s partner in the the- 
atre. 

Long-term arrangement under dis- 
cussion with Brandt, with agreement 
yet to be reached on some points, 
| will go into effect as soon as details 
| are worked out. This includes length 
(of the term contract, among other 
things. 


Buying of film for the Rialto by 


| street off Broadway (on site former- | 


ly occupied by Drake’s restaurant) | Brandt, who has terrific independent 
is due to open in a few weeks. Will |purchasing power among the various 


be known as the Pix, operated by | distributors, should ease the situa- 
{tion so far as product for the small- 
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SAM DEMBOW. MULLS 


Sam Dembow, retired v.p. of Fan- 
chon & Marco, though ati)l main- 
taining offices at F&M’s New York 
headquarters, has several proposi- 
tions under consideration. One of 
these is a film production venture 
for major release. 

Dembow is retaining the financial 
interest he holds in Fanchon & 
Marco, claimed to be substantial. 


Columbus, Oct. 17. 


potential disaster in the Bigelow 
Amendment, a constitutional old-age 
a general vote on Nov. 7. 
ternal and trade organizations are 
staging a determined fight against 
its passage. 


to 6%, and perhaps 9%. 

2. Increase the 3° admission tax 
to 10%. 

3. A payroll tax of 1% minimum. 

4. Gross turnover tax, from 1-3%. 

5. Assessment of 10% on all ad- 
vertising, newspaper, magazine, ra- 
dio and other media. 

6. Real estate tax of 20 mills on 
acres valued from $20,000 up. 


‘Minnesota, Mpls., Ups 
' To 40c Top But Briags 
In 2 Cash Nights Per Wk. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 17. 
Opposition here is hailing with | 


OWN FILM PROD. UNIT 


TOUGH OHIO TAX 
BILL 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


j 


OPERATORS 
SUE CHAINS 
FOR CUTS 


In what is seen as a move to subs« 
stantiate its demands for a 25% ine 
crease for boothman, suits are being 
filed in N. Y. supreme court against 
RKO, Loew's, Warner Bros. and 
Paramount to recover a wage cut 
that was taken years ago by opera- 
tors and assertedly never returned, 
Action is being brought in the name 
of Joseph D. Basson as president of 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of New York. 

It will charge that the operators 


Ohio theatrical interests are facing | took a 10% reduction during Sam 


Kaplan’s regime, about six years ago, 
and that the circuits named agreed 


pension measure which comes up for} to return the cut within one year but 
Civic, fra- | never did so. 


Although papers in the suit remain 
to be filed in the supreme court, 


Yet all indications have | summons have already been served 
the bill with at least a 50-50 chance! >) the four circuits named as de- 
of receiving a majority at the polls.) rendants. 
New taxes on the motion picture | passe in negotiations for a new two- 
industry in the state would include: ! year 
1. Increase the sales tax from 3% | Labor Day, when the former two- 


The move follows an ime 
contract retroactive from last 


vear agreement in force expired. 
Wanted Arbitration 


Unable to agree on a neutral arbi- 
trator after submission of many 
names by both sides, Local 306 (N. Y. 
operators) and the managers’ com- 
mittee on Friday (13) went before 
Judge T. C. Crane of the Court of 
Appeals, asking that he name the 


| fifth arbiter, as provided for under 


the long-term recognition contract 
between the union and theatres. 
Judge Crane, in New York from 
Albany, where he sits as chief jus- 
tice of the Appeals court, asked that 
both sides reappear before him in 
10 days or two weeks. There is a 
possibility, meantime, that the union 
and managers may compromise the 


demand for a 25% increase which 
resulted in decision to resort to ar- 
bitration. Under the 10-year con- 
tract in force, with negotiations 


Harry Brandt. 
Brandt is turning the Central into | seater Rialto is concerned. Not only | mission prices at the 4,000-seat inde- 

a French policy. ‘Port of Shadows,’ | has Brandt been opposition in the | pendently operated vaudfilm Minne- 

Film Alliance release, will be first secondary first-run market on Broad- | sotag, Present scale is 15c-30c: start- 

of 25 French and British features way, but following the deal under | ing Oct, 20 admission prices will be 

| from Film Alliance, of which Brandt | which Loew's took a 50% interest in| 99¢ 30c and 40c. 

is V.p. | the Criterion, the Rialto has In explaining the increase, Gordon 


pleasure an impending boost in | 
/each two years on renewals, in the 


'event no agreement is reached the 
/matter is to be submitted to arbi- 
tration. Two managerial arbiters 
'and two from Local 306 are to se- 
{lect a fifth and, failing to agree, 
‘he is to be appointed by the court. 


cuit a formidable standing in the 
trade. Orpheum has been a head- 
ache since kicked back to local bond- 
holders in the depression receiver- 
ship for RKO, and sucha setup would 
solve its product problem. 


Announcement of the new lineup | 


satisfied indies in the area, but none 
had ever dared defy the Lightman | 
leaderships. One of the early | 
pioneers in the fight of the little fel- | 
low against the circuits, Lightman | 
Was president of Motion Bicture 
Theatre Owners of America for five | 
years, up to 1933, and has been a v_p. | 
ever since. He was president of 
MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Tennessee two years after stepping 


since been chairman of the tri-state 
board of directors. His theatre hold- 


ings as president and general mana- | 


ger of Malco Theatres, Inc., had been 


largely confined to Memphis neigh- | 


borhod houscs until 1930. Then he 


began to acquire small town show- | 


places around here. Five years ago 
he formed a partnership with Para- 
mount and Malco really pushed to 


Clinton St. theatre, Brooklyn, situ- | unable to get Metro pictures. During 
came as a complete surprise here. ated near the new Red Hook housing | the past year, as result, it has been 
It was long known there were dis- | project, now is set to open within 


the next 30 days. 


John Drew's New House 
Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 
John Drew opened his new Lake, 
500-seater. Drew also operates Tem- 
ple, Glendale. 


New Metro, Adelaide 
Sydney, Oct. 8. 


| New 1,500-seat Metro, in Adelaide, | 
out of the national office and has | 


opened Oct. 6 with 
(M-G) as initial at- 


Australia, 
| ‘Sweethearts’ 
traction, 


Long-Griffith Adding 
San Antonio, Oct. 17. 
Long-Griffith building new 1,200- 
seater at Victoria, Texas. Work on 
'this new house has been made a legal 
|issue by Rubin Frels, who operates 
|}a house there, charging the new 


forced to play several reissues. RKO 


land Universal otherwise have been | 


lits mainstays. 


| Also, Brandt will operate the thea- | 
|tre that is being built on 42d street | 


between Broadway and Sixth avenue, 
;to be called the Pix. Another house 
|which no doubt will add to the op- 
| Position for the Rialto will be the 
jnew house on Broadway at 43d street, 
which Lawrence Bolognino of the 
Consolidated Amusement Enter- 
| prises, has taken under lease follow- 
| ing completion. 


N.Y. ALLIED MAY JOIN 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


Loss of control of Allied of New 


the forefront, taking the Malco and owners and the Jefferson Amus. Co. | York by Max Cohen is threatened, 


Strand fand for one year only, the 


Orpheum) in downtown Memphis, | case has been posiponed again until| leaders, notably from up-State. 


adding several surburban houses, ac- 
quiring the Warner chain of eight 
theatres in Kentucky, and rapidly 
expanding in Arkansas, Mississippi 
and Tennessee until the circuit now 
tetzls more than 70 houses. 


During all these years Lightman | 


has continued to play ball with the 
independent exhibitor organizations 
even while serving on the Para- 
mount board of directors and work- 
in in theatre ownership partnership 
with Par. Three years ago Arkansas 
exhibitors formed the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Arkansas, with- 
out including the Lightman theatres, 
but most of the members continued 
to function in the tri-state MPTO 
and there appeared to be little open 
friction. About 18 months ago, how- 
ever, exhibitors began to complain 
to Washington about the Lightman- 

Paramount combine and about Light- 

man’s competition methods. 
went on for months with nothing 
happening. 

Last week the blowoff came. A 
dozen indie showman met here at 
the Peabody hotel, some driving as 
far as 400 miles, and worked out a 
new combine for the avowed and 
gnnounced purpose of fighting the 
Lightman organization. 


This | 


with monopolistic practices. The 


the latter part of this month. 


Theatre Man Sued For 
$10,000 Over Auto Death 


New Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 
A $10,000 damage suit against R. 
|C. Hickman, district manager here 
|for Shea theatres in central Ohio, 
| has been filed in common pleas court 
| at Newark, O., by George Leadman, 
| Columbus. An auto accident re- 
| sulted in the death of Leadman’s 
fog Mrs. Herma Salmons, Colum- 
| bus, 

The accident occurred Sept. 25, 
near Newark. The car in which 
Mrs. Salmons was riding stopped be- 
cause of motor trouble along the 
highway, sheriff’s deputies asserted, 
and Hickman’s car crashed inio it. 
Hickman and two others are in & 
hospital. 


Radio Act Into Film 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 17. 
WKY’s Bell Boys headed by 
Jimmy Wakeley have been signed by 
Republic Pictures to appear in the 
next Roy Rogers starrer. 
Trio have left for Hollywood to 
start scene shooting immediately. 


|following desertion by numerous 
A 
| meeting yesterday (Tues.) in Syra- 
,cuse was for the purposes of con- 
sidering rejoining national Allied 
States Assn. 

Under Cohen’s leadership as presi- 
dent, the New York unit was ex- 
pelled from Allied due to Cohen’s 
insistence on favoring the trade prac- 
tices code, and since then other in- 
fluentials in the 
have swung away from him. 

Co]. H. A. Cole, national president, 


and chairman of the board, were in- 
vited to attend yesterday’s Syracuse 
meeting, 


Banko K.0. in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 17. 
Bank night and similar theatre 
games are to be banned by local po- 
lice according to a statement issued 
by the Police Commissioner and the 

head of the anti-gambling squad. 
Vincent McFaul, Shea’s theatres, 
and representatives of the Basil 
chain, as well as independent houses 
here, all declared they are willing 
to abandon games provided others 
, would elso. 


state organization | 


and Abram F. Myers, general counsel | 


| Greene, managing direcior, explains 
' that the theatre will bring in more 
|name attractions ‘which could not be 
| done profitably under the admission 
| scale hitherto prevailing.’ 
What isn’t so welcome to the oppo- 
sition, however, is the further an- 
|/nouncement that the Minnesota will 
inaugurate two cash nights weekly— 
one with Ten-O-Win with a $350 pot 
|and another a quiz coniest with $50 
the winners. 
other loop theatre to have cash gift 
nights is the subsequent-run 15¢ Pan- 
| tages, although the Palace, also a 
| 15¢ subsequent-run spot, now closed, 
| also had similar nights. 
There still is no prospect of the 
| Minnesota obtaining major 


screen 


! 


| uation as it now stands. 


| witz 


Managers’ committee met again 
yesterday ‘(Tues.) to discuss the sit- 
Major L. E. 

Thompson of RKO and C. C. Mosko- 
of Loew's, for the managers, 


' and Joe Basson and Bert Popkin, for 


306, are the four arbiters. Popkin, 


|a former business agent for the op- 
'erators, has replaced Herman Gel- 


At present the only | 


product, and i‘ will continue to de- | 


pend on the independent releases— 
| Republic, Monogram and Grand Na- 
| tional—for the screen part of its en- 
|tertainment. It has had one Metro 
'first-run, ‘Within the Law,’ which 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. failed to 


ber, 306 secretary, originally desig- 
nated as an arbitrator. 


NEW COAST ITO BODY 
IN ITS FIRST MEETING 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 


Recently formed Pacific Coast 


| Conference of Independent Theatre 
|; Owners will hold its first meeting 


| Lees, 


date, and an RKO reissue, ‘Of Human |! 


| Bondage.” Among the acts recently 

brought in for the stage shows, which 

include as house units an 18-piece 
| orchestra, organist, m.c. and 12-girl 
|line, were Harry Fox and Evelyn 
| Brent, Senator Murphy, Pat Rooney, 
| Jr., and Herman Timberg, Jr., Stroud 
| Twins and Jack LaRue. Edmund 
| Lowe is underlined. 


| 

Trade here feels that the Minne- 
sota is ‘unfair opposition’ because its 
operations are, in effect, ‘subsidized.’ 
The theatre is being operated for the 
ground and building owners by the 
Ben: Bros, Co. and no rental is 
charged against operations. More- 
over, the owners are satisfied if the 
theatre breaks even on such opera- 
tions. Even the salary of managing 
director Greene does not come out 
of operations, but is paid by the 
Benzes, by whom he’s employed. 


Dusting for ‘Gables’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel, ‘The 
House of Seven Gables,’ is being 
dusted off at Universal for early pro- 
duction with a heavy budget. 
Script is getting a polish under 
Bert Kelly’s supervision. 


(18) at the Ambassador hotel here. 
Confab will be attended by six trus- 
representing three exhibitor 
associations covering eight Pacific 
slope states, and will be presided 
over by Robert H. (Bob) Poole, ex- 


| ecutive secretary. 


Trustees attending will be Rotus 
Harvey and Ben Levin, representing 
ITO of No. California; William Rip- 
ley and Fred Mercy, Jr. (alternate 
for L. O. Lukan) representing Pacific 


| Northwest Theatre Owners, and Jack 
| Y. Berman and Hugh Bruen of the 


| 


| 


Southern California ITO. 

Plans for forthcoming season will 
be mapped out. 

Attempt by Warner Bros. to set 
back clearance on its product locally 
from 21 days to 28 days after first- 
run closing, is meeting with strong 
opposition from exhibs. Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Fox-West Coast Theatres 
are vigorously protesting the pro- 


posed clearance change. 


inabe first-runs tariffed at 40c. 


Warners’ idea is to insure prior 
availability for its deluxe nabe, Wil- 
tern, recently taken back for Op- 
eration following the death of Ben 
Berinstein, who operated it for & 
number of years. Wiltern admish 
as been raised from 25c to 40c, put- 
ting it in nabe first-run classification. 
Under existing conditions, house 
would be forced to follow F-WC 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
«ooo. 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


3 of 4 Chi Stage Spots Have 
Repeats; Rio-Vaude NSG 126 
But Garland-Rooney Sturdy 176 


and ‘Jane Arden’ (WB), pretty good 
$2,400. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Hollywood Cavaicade’ 
(20th). Reaching for $3,900, nice. 
Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G), got good 
see first week, then went to Lin- 
coln. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—Fifth Girl’ (RKO). All right at 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Dancing Coed’ 
(M-G), sagged to $3,300 after good 
start. 

Varsity (NTI - Noble - Federer) 
(1,100; 10-25-35)—‘Old Maid’ (WB). 
Mats good and nights holding their 
own. Okay $3,000 and will hold. 
Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB), nice 
$2,500. 


STRIKE SLOUGHS 
NICE 176 


Detroit, Oct. 17. 
Michigan’s combo of ‘Old Maid’ 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Three repeaters on the screens of 
four vaudfilm houses here currently, 
while all the straight picture spots 
are parading a line of new product 
for the customers, 

Two 40-top houses, Oriental and 
State-Lake, are displaying subse- 
quent run items this week with 


‘Hotel for Women’ and ‘Winter Car- 
nival,’ respectively, while the loop’s 
big arena, Chicago, is holding over 
‘Rains Came’ for a second session. 

Balaban & Katz currently is play- 
ing two United Artists flickers for 
which individual deals had been 
made; ‘Four Feathers,’ at Roosevelt, 
and ‘They Shall Have Music,’ at 
Apollo. A third UA_ item, ‘Real 
Glory,’ is due for the United Artists 
house later. 

Bright biz hope for the United 
Artists theatre currently is ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ which got away fast in that 
house on Saturday (14). Flicker 
was rushed in ahead of ‘Thunder 
Afloat,’ which had been carded orig- 
inally for the house. 

Another double feature session is 
on in the Garrick, but indicates little 
business with ‘$1,000 a Touchdown’ 
and ‘Mutiny in the Big House.’ Both 
‘Mutiny’ and ‘Big House’ titles have 

een overworked on marquees, with 
the public now completely con- 


fused. ite’ j 
; and ‘Torchy Plays with Dynamite’ is 
Estimates for This Week town’s chief coin-getter, with general 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75 ) biz being bogged down by ClO- 
—Have Music’ (UA). Headed for UAW’'s ‘slowdown’ in Chrysler auto 
satisfactory $6,000 on the carriage | plants, tossing around 60,000 persons 
and music-lover trade. Last week.!} out of work. 
‘Old Maid’ (WB), held for third loop Elaborate plans are being laid for 
week to mild $4.600. world preem of Par’s ‘Disputed 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— Passage’ here Thursday (19). 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) and stage show Estimates for This Week 


(2d wk.). Additional gallop will be ats 700: 30-40)— 
all right at $30,000, following strong 
initial snatch last week of $40,200. Power’ (20th). Town responding 


Garrick (B&K) = (25-35-45-55)— 
*Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Mutiny 
House’ (Mono). Should rate in the 
minor profits an $4,500. Last week, 


just so-so to war flickers, but this 
one figures for $5,500, okay. Last 
week nearly $7,000, good, for ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th (2d Run) (2d wk.) and 


‘Night Work’ | Only’ (RKO) (2d run). 
ar), ‘ex (Fox-Michig ,000; 30-40- 
Oriental (Jones) (25-40)—Hotel Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5 3 


55)—'Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Under- 
Pup’ (U), dual. Headed for pretty 
fair $15,000. Last week. n.s.g. $12,000 
for ‘Road to Glory’ (20th) (reissue) 
and ‘Stranger’ (20th). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


(20th) and vaude. Ina 
tay Hutton band headlining on 
stage. Combination looks for aver- 
age take of $13,000. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Tropics’ (M-G), 
managed all right $13,200. 


~ Women’ 


30-40-55)—‘Old Maid’ plus 

Perk; 7 as reek, ‘Fo 
Perkins unit on stage. House has Furious’ 
been in difficulty for past few weeks "$15 000 
and may try a straight film policy "(United Detroit) 
(3.000; 30-40-50) —‘Four Feathers’ 
rently looks like $12,000, poor. Last (UA) ‘(2d Run) and ‘Flight Midnight’ 


week, ‘Cavell’ (RKO) and vaude, 
perked towards finish on excellent 
notices and word-of-mouth to wind 
up with fair $14,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Feathers’ (UA). Action item 
indicates public draw and is headed 
for warm $12,000 on initial stanza. 
Last week. ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), 
managed okay $7,200 for finale of 
two-week session. 


(Rep). Former moved here after 
sesh at Michigan; paced for fair 
$5,800. Last week, light $5,000 for 
‘Bali’ (Par) (2d Run) and ‘What Life 
(Par) (2d wk.). Both moved here 
Michigan. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55) —‘Thunder Afloat 
(M-G). Poor $8,500 coming up and 
no holdover as result. Last week, 


third. meant good $8,000 for ‘Women’ 
| following nice sessions of 
-arniva ( an vauce. ( 1¢15.000 and $11,309. 
much in the offing currently and will} 
to be satisfied with mild| 

12.000. Last week, ‘Coast Guard’ S | 
(Col), turned in a rousing $15,200. Gary Cooper eatt e S$ 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 
35-65-75) —‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G).| 
Started with fine speed and headed | 
into high money figures at $17.000| ets 
for first session. Last week, ‘Wo- | 
men’ (M-G), finished four-week 
stay to good $6,600. 

this week, 


‘Maid’ Nifty $3,000 
overs. though ‘Fifth Avenue Girl, 


In Grid-less Lincoln and ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ are new 
|p 


Seattle, Oct. 17. 
When it's Gary Cooper at the Lib- 
: 3 ‘ 
lertv. there’s boxoffice worry. 
| ‘That's true this week with ‘The Real 
| That’s true this week with 
| 


| Glory.’ getting top biz. 
Major opposition 1s plaved down 


pix 
| Spv stuff seems on down grade. 
Agent.” at Palomar, and 


Lincoln, Oct. 17. ‘Espionage 


Tonic, Streng $8,500 


due to prevailing hold-| 


| 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Oct. 19 


Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (23rd wk.). 
Capitol— Babes in Arms’ 


(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vaartiety, Sept. 20) 
Criterion—Those High, Grey 

Walls’ (Col) (18). 


No Squawks on B’way; ‘Jamaica’ 


Gingery $40,000, ‘Intermezzo’ 85G 2d, 
Bing-Holtz $23,000, Life’-Schnoz 396 


Globe—‘U-Boat 29’ 
wk.). 

Music Hall—Mr. Smith 
to Washington’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Vartiery, Oct. 11) 

Paramount— What a Life’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘The Witness Vanishes’ 


(Col. (Gd 


Broadway grosses establishes no rec- 
ord, not a single downtown house 
has any squawk. Fans have spread 
their dough around to all, with even 
the smaller first runs such as the 
Globe, Criterion and Rialto, doing 
satisfactorily. It’s seldom that at 


Goes 


(U) (21). as i '* j 

(2d wk.). given a lift by the Columbus Day 
Roxy— ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ |holiday Thursday (12), and the week- 
(2d wk.). end was generally good. Monday 
Strand—‘On Your Toes’ (WB) (16) was off again, managers having 
(20). noted that in the past six weeks or 
Week of Oct. 26 so this day has been weaker than 
was normally to be expected, while 
Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips Saturdays and Sundays have shown 

(M-G) (24th wk.) ; better than average strength. 
Capitol—‘ Babes in Arms New pictures include ‘Jamaica 
(M-G) (2d wk.). Inn,’ ‘Thunder Afloat’ and ‘Holly- 
Criterion — ‘Calling All Ma- wood Cavalcade. The Laughton 


picture, backed by exceedingly good 
selling on the part of John Wricht. 
is the town’s best at a smart $40,000 
or over. It begins its second week 
today (Wed.). ‘Cavalcade’ opened 
at the Roxy, Friday (13), and should 
get around $45,000, very good. ‘Caval- 
cade’ holds over, but ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
leaves the Capitol tonight (Wed.) 
after one week, although getting ap- 
proximately $22,000, okay. ‘Babes in 
Arms’ moves in tomorrow (Thurs.), 
while against it will be ‘Mr. Smith 
oo to Washington’ at the Music 
all. 


rines’ (Rep) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 27) 
Globe—‘Rio’ (U) (28). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 4) 
Music Hall—Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Paramount— What a Life’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). 
Rivoli—‘ Jamaica 
(3d wk.) 
Roxy—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th) (3d wk.). ; 
Strand—‘On Your Toes’ (WB 


Inn’ (Par) 


(2d wk.). A good two weeks with ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ winds up at the Hall tonight 
(2,600; 27-42) — ‘Thunder Afloat’ | (Wed.), first stanza being $97,000 and 


the second $85,000, or close. 

The Paramount starts its second 
(final) week today (Wed.) with 
‘What a Life’ and, on stage, Russ 
Morgan orchestra, Jimmy Durante 
and others. First week. ending last 
night (Tues.) was $38,000, far from 
big, but okay. Durante is pulling a | 
substantial portion of the business | 
being drawn. 

Criterion hit near to $9,000, good, 
with ‘Fast and Furious’ on the week 
ending last night (Tues.) and the 
State, another Loew oneration, is 
likely to strike around $23,000, with 
‘Star Maker’ and a vaude bill includ- 
ing Lou Holtz. Sylvia Froos and 
Frances Faye. Palace. dualer, is also 
doing good, about $9.000 with ‘Cavell’ 
and ‘Here I Am a Stranger.’ 

Second weeks at Globe and Rialto 
very satisfactory in both cases, for- 
mer with ‘U Boat 29,’ latter the ‘All 
Quiet’ reish. 

Strand is comparatively good on 
its second week with ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny’ and Ann Sheridan, but, due 
to band commitments, it can’t hold 
over. Currently house should shade 
$30.000, following first seven days of 
inches this side of $45,000. ‘On Your 
Toes’ and the Hal Kemp band opens | 
here Friday (20). 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1.012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 


(M-G) and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Looks like good $4,500. 
Last week, same films, big $8,300. 

Palomar (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,350; 21-27-42)—'Blue Grass’ (WB) 
plus Thurston Magic Show (Will 
Rock). Indicate good $5,300. Last 
week, ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), plus 
vaude, fair $4,600. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-42)—‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th). Ex- 
pect big $7,000. Last week, ‘Nurse 
Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Everybody’s 
Hobby’ (FN), voor $3,600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
42)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). Moved 
from Palomar. Anticipates fair $2,- 
300. Last week, ‘Dust Destiny’ 
(WB), second week, $2.800, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and 
‘Speedway’ (WB) (2d run). Antici- 
pate $2,400, fair. -Last week, ‘Hells 
Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col), $2,300, fair. 


INDPLS. RIOT; 
MILD 


Although the total of this week’s{ this week (2d), after mounting $13,- 


000 on the first week, virtual capacity 
here. Not set whether pix will go 
a third. 

Rivoli (2,092;  25-55-75-85-99 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Begins second 
week today (Wed.) on Charles 
Laughton draught, plus a good ad 
campaign, that meant solid $40.000 
the first seven days, concluded last 
evening (Tues.). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th) and stage 
show. Did not have the benefit of 
Columbus Day, as other new pictures 
did, but played to big crowds on 
the weekend and should snare about 
$45,000, very pleasing. Holds over. 
In ahead, ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) 
finished at nearly $43,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55 -75)—‘Star 
Maker’ (Par) 2d run) and, in per- 
son, Lou Holtz, Frances Faye, Sylvia 
Froos. All indications point to the 
vicinity of $23,000, good, in spite of 
milking of ‘Star Maker’ first-run at 
the Paramount recently. Last week 
‘Lady of Tropics’ (M-G) (2d run) 
a Del Courtney band, over $20,- 

Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and Ann Sheri- 
dan-Ted Weems band (2d-final wk). 
Should top $30,000, good, on the hold- 
over. The first week, with Columbus 
Day falling on the seventh day, just 
under $45,000, highly palatable. ‘On 
Your Toes’ (WB), with Hal Kemp 
band, opens Friday (20). 


TWINKLE 


Louisville, Oct. 17. 


Stronger shows on the current 
week are perking b.o. takes and the 
week shapes up as generally okay. 
Weather has turned cooler and the 
drop in temperature will benefit the 
downtown film houses, 


‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ dualled at 
the Rialto, is pacing the town, and 
‘On Your Toes,’ on a single at the 
Mary Anderson, is also shaping up 
for nice returns. Strand is holding 
over ‘All Quiet’ for four days, and 
house will be turned over to Ma- 
sonic Grand Lodge for Tuesday- 
Wednesday sessions. Lodge owns the 
house and for years has had under- 
standing they use the house for their 
annual sessions. New pic will open 
Thursday (19). 


(M-G) (23d week). After long and 
highly profitable run getting near to | 
departure. but date not yet set. Last | 
week (22d), ending Monday nicht | 
(16) was $7,000. following prior 
(21st) stanza of $7.300. 


AT $6,200 


_ Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
| ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Doing all | 
Things are quiet on the downtown | right at $22,000 or in that vicinity, 
front this week, with no one house | but will not be held. Last week 
doing a blitzkrieg at the boxoffice. | Women’ (M-G) on_its third round 


Indianapolis, Oct. 17. 


"los wis ‘R: 
However, most figures are on the | C00. to $25,000. Babes in Arms 
black side, so managers aren't kick- | sce? opens here tomorrow | 
ing. Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘Fast 


Indiana leads with good biz on 


16 Furious’ (M-G). Drill ch | 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ and ‘Escape, | 
| 


to nearly $9.000, *oo0d, on week end- | 
ing last night (Tues.). Last week | 
‘$1,000 Touchdown’ (Par) not so 


former pic having the pull. Loew’s 
is below average dualling ‘Dancing 
Co-Ed’ and ‘They Shall Have Music,’ | forte, $6,000. 
giving both equal billing. Circle is Globe (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘U-Boat 
just over the line with ‘Nurse Edith |99° (Col) (2d week). Smashed 
Cavell’ and ‘Everything's On Ice.’ through to over $15,000 last week 
Lyric, with Marcus Revue on stage | (1st), will get a sturdv $9.500 or so 
and ‘Chicken Wagon Family.” will be on holdover remains third stanza. 
able to nut a few shekels in the bank.| Palace (1.700: 25-35-55)—‘Cavell’ 
Estimates for This Week | (RKO) and ‘Here I Am Stranger’ 


Newcomers in the money are ‘Old ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ at Paramount, | Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- | (20th), both 2d run, dualed. Busi- 

“ WEL 4 ANA » ‘ ain’ voerye- > ricle rohahliv ‘ 
Maid,’ ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ and ‘Hol-| proved that last week. is nes Last 
lywood Cavaleade’ Football team is! offering another major stage show/| body's Mobb Same Fun? 
out of town, so weekend celebration | this week, the Thurston Magic show | first showing at India 1a Oka $3,200. | and ‘Eve vt ing’s Ice’ (RKO) (1st 
money was aan d theatr : (Will Rock) |Last week, “Touchdown’ (Pazar) and run), got almost $9.000. also nice 

Nipp »sire | Estimates for This Week |‘Confession’ (RKO), first-runs, fail | Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-88-99) 

-reasing ~varcreen) | $3.000 |—What a Life’ (Par) and Jimmy 
for Colis (Hemrick - Evergreen) | $3.0( h Jif and Jimm; 

Week \—‘Livingstone’ (20th) Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.600; 25-30- | Durante, Russ Morgan, others. Be- 

Colonial (NTI-Nobl a Mo cist (750: | and ‘winter Carnival’ (UA) (2d run). | 40)—‘Edith Cavell’ (RKO) and | fins final (2d) week today (Wed.). | 
10-15 Wildeat Hitting nifty pace: $3,800, great. ‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO). Mild) First seven days, ending last night 
and ‘Smugeled Cargo’ (Rep) silt Last week. ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and] $6,200. Last week. ‘All Quiet’ (U)| (Tues.), $38.000, considerably under | 


‘Chan’ (20th) (2d run), big $3,200. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2.349; 27-42)—‘Fifth Girl 
(RKO) and ‘Hero Day’ (U). Playing 
up name of pic and theatre simi- 
larity. Expect fair $6,500. Last 
week. ‘Women’ (M-G), second week, 
sreat $6,800. 
(J-vH) (1,650: 21-27-42)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA). Nifty campaign 


With ‘Trapped Sky’ (Col) and ‘Head- 
ley’s’ (Cap). Slow, $700. Last week, 
Port Hate’ (GN) and ‘Ghost Town 
Riders’ (U), split with ‘Riders Black 
River’ (Col) and ‘Cipher Bureau’ 
(GN). light $800. 

Liberty (NTI - Noble - Federer) 
(1,000; 10-15-20-25) — ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB), moveover, split with ‘Man 
Could Hang’ (WB). N.g. $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB),| and opening. Paced for great os 
after first stanza at Varsity, $1,300,/500. Last week, ‘Grey Walls (Co 
fair. and ‘Man News’ (Par), got six days 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10-| and fairish $3,200. ‘ 
20-25)—"Women’ (M-G), moveover,| Musie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
four days, split with ‘All Quiet’ (U), | (850; 27-42)—‘Women’ (M-G). Moved 
latter may go a week, making 11| after two weeks at Fifth avenue. 
days for excellent $4,300. Last week, | Getting alone for big $3,500. Last 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Tell Tales’ | week, ‘Bali’ (Par), nice $3,200. 
(M-G), split with ‘Stole Million’ (U)| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(reissue) and ‘Under-Pup’ (U), weak | averare here, but satisfactory. Last 
$5 200, week, third for ‘Bali’ (Par). and 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100; 25-30- | Glenn Miller-Ink Spots, $38.500. ex- 
40)—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th| cellent. ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), 
and ‘Escape’ (20th). Satisfactory | with Dick Powell and the Teddy 
$8.300. Last week. ‘Old Maid’ (WB) | Powell orchestra, scheduled for Wed- 
and ‘Everybody's Hobby’ (WB) nifty | nesday (18). | 
$9.700. Radio City Musie Hall (5.980: 40- 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 25-30-40) | 60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) | 
—Have Music’ (UA) and ‘Dancint|and stage show (2d-final week). 
Co’ed’ (M-G). Below averavze $7.000.| Amazing strength, plus Columbus | 
Last week. ‘Golden Bow’ (Col) and| Day hypo, sending this picture to | 
‘W-Boat’ (Col). mild $6.500. $85.000 or close on its holdover. It | 


Lyrie (Lyric) (1.900: 25-20-40)— | socked through to $97,000 on the first 

week. ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- | 
ington’ (Col). long on schedule, opens | 
tomorrow (Thurs.). | 


‘Chicken Waron Familv’ and Marcus 
Revue, Fair $10.000. Yast week, O7- 
zie Neleon orch on ctave and ‘Sneed- 


wav’ (WR). good $12.300. althoush Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘All Quiet’ | 
Harriet Hilliard left state bill on|(U) (reissue) (2d week). Holding | 
Monday (9) due to illness. u» very nicely, probably $9,000 ' 


| tions 


‘Damaged Goods’ showing at Co- 
lumbia Aude (18-19), at 44c. top, has 
okay of state, County and city health 
boards. 

+ Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) — 


| (1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) 


and ‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO). Move- 
over, after good week at Rialto, looks 
set for fair $1,700. Last week, ‘Bali’ 
(Par) and ‘Witness Vanishes’ (U), 


| fair $1,600 on moveover. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Career’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Blondie’ (Col) 
and ‘Saint London’ (RKO). Quite a 
little b.o. activity here, with shop- 


| pers and drop-ins much in evidence. 


Probably $1,800, okay. Last week, 


| ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Stole Mil- 


lion’ (U), split with ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal’ (20th) and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par), fair $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s (3,100: 15-30- 
40)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Hidden 


Power’ (Col). Cooper-Niven and 
Leeds a triumvirate which means 
food b.o. returns. Other good pics 


in town will have tendency to hold 
down the take, but from all indica- 
results should be satisfactory 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 
and ‘U-Boat’ (Col), average $6,300. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
15-30-40)—‘On Toes’ (WB). Musical 
finding plenty of favor and biz zoom- 


| ing to real proportions. Plenty on the 


ball to linger for second stanza. Fine 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Bluegrass’ (WB), 
weak $2,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Holly wood Cavaleade’ (20th) 
and ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th). Looks 
like this house has another money- 
maker. Should tally splendid $8,500. 


Last week, ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO), good 
$7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 


15-30-40 )—‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) 
and ‘Tropic Fury’ (U). Pic held over 
for four days only, giving way to 
Masonic Grand Lodge Tuesday- 
Wednesday (17-18). Around $1,200 
indicated on h.o. Last week, same 
pic, pleasing $3,800. 
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VARIETY 


EXPLOITATION 


FILM 


Rossi Proclaims Film 
Jubilee Week; Other 
50th Anniversary Events 


San Francisco's Golden Jubilee 
campaign and Ann Rutherford’s ap- 
pearance as Queen of the Cotton 
Carnival at the Cotton States Ex- 
position in Greenville, S. C., topped 
news of celebrations reaching the 
Fiftieth Anniversary Committee this 


week. 

Reports of the campaign in San 
Francisco, where Mayor Rossi pro- 
claimed Oct. 8-15 as Motion Picture 
Jubilee Week, were received from 
Phil Phillips, advertising manager of 
the San Francisco division of Fox 
West Coast Theatres. 

San Francisco made the most of 
the fact that ‘California provided an 
historic forerunner to the Kineto- 
scope 27 years before Edison’s in- 
vention,’ as the San Francisco News 
pointed out in its editorial. ‘At Le- 
Jand Stanford’s stock farm at Palo 
Alto, in 1872, photographs of horses 
in action were made with a battery 
of cameras with automatic shutter 
controls. These were the first pic- 
tures ever made of objects in rapid 
motion and were valuable to Edi- 
son’s work.’ 

Most of the San Francisco news- 
papers stressed this angle. There 
were editorials in all the papers, as 
well as feature stories by Claude A. 
La Belle, Fred Johnson, Ada Hanifin, 
Tim Guiney and others. The Call 
Bulletin cartoon by Fred Korburg 
showed the world wearing ‘an in- 
ternational tie’ of film, labelled Fifty 
Years of Motion Pictures. 

Ann Rutherford’s appearance at 
the Cotton States Exposition, ar- 
ranged by Carter Barron of Loew’s, 
pointed up the significant part the 
exposition has played in the devel- 
opment of motion pictures. Thomas 
Armat caught his first glimpse of 
Edison’s Kinetoscope at the Exposi- 
tion in Atlanta in October, 1894. The 
following year the Armat projector, 
manufactured by Edison and known 
commercially as Edison’s Vitascope, 
was used in the first theatre pro- 
jection at Koster and Bial’s Music 
Hall on April 23, 1886. That was 
the introduction of the screen to 
Broadway. 

In Buffalo the film committee of 
the Federation of Women’s Clubs 
celebrated the Golden Jubilee at a 
luncheon at the Hotel Buffalo. 

In Baltimore the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Maryland took 
full page advertisements in the 
newspapers to commemorate half a 
century of progress in motion pic- 
tures. 

In a number of cities electric light 


By John C. Flinn 


Film industry will know in a short time whether the 
American market is capable of profitable return on 
high cost negatives. On the answer depends the fu- 
ture policy of Hollywood production. And the welfare 
of the entire exhibition structure. 

Events in Europe during the past fortnight have in- 
dicated an extended conflict which can be interpreted 
to mean that foreign revenues are likely to further 
decline as the war continues. Hopeful wishing will 
not alter the cold, hard fact that marquees are allergic 
to blackouts. British and French markets are on the 
downbeat, and despite the most liberal exhibition 
regulations which the governments may put into ef- 
fect, the fipancial sector of the film industry is pro- 
ceeding on the theory that future foreign income is 
uncertain and incapable of reliable estimate. 


On the domestic market, therefore, falls the burden 
of returning sufficient income and profit to carry a 
production load, one-third of which heretofore was 
charged to overseas’ trade. Viewing the situation in 
the best possible light, the income drop, estimated 
around 9% of total expectancy, throws the load on 
American theatres heavier than any previously carried. 

The urgency of higher domestic film rentals is 
prompting plans among distributors for radical re- 
vision of sales’ policy on a few individual films of cost 
and quality which will merit experimentation. Walt 
Disney’s ‘Pinocchio,’ two years in the making and re- 
ported to represent an investment in excess of the 
$2,000,000 which was spread in time, talent and Techni- 
color over ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,’ will 
be handled by RKO on a high scale of boxoffice per- 
centages. Extended runs will be governed by ‘stop’ 
figures. It is reported that exhibitor admission prices 
may be advanced several pegs. 


‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ AT $1 


From the Coast comes first intimation of sales’ plans 
for ‘Gone With the Wind’ (S-I), which will be dis- 
tributed by Metro. Announcement that the film will 
be shown in Hollywood around the holidays, under 
a policy of $1 admission in film theatres playing con- 
tinuous policy, has not been verified by William F. 
Rodgers, head of Metro distribution. He says that plans 
for handling the Selznick feature have not yet been 
completed. 

There are other outstanding attractions soon to be 
released which were in work before the start of the 
European war and which represent costs based on a 
world market, now somewhat limited by the march of 
history. Paramount is carefully considering its plans 
for the release of ‘Rulers of the Seas,’ directed by 
Frank Lloyd, and also ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ a feature 
length animated Max Fleischer production, vieing in 
workmanship and effort with the Disney output. 

Most brilliant pages of film industry are illumined 
by showmanship which pioneered, and subsequently es- 
tablished in the public mind, the idea that a fine film 
entertainment was worth $2 of anybody’s money. There 
is nothing revolutionary in the idea, therefore, of pro- 
ducer, distributor and exhibitor agreeing upon a 
scheme, in connection with handling of outstanding 
pictures, that provides for admission price boosting in 
film theatres, when they have something extraordinary 
to offer. The prevailing status quo will be greatly 
disturbed, and timorous showmen will hesitate to up 
the gate fees. 

It was back in 1914 that the late J. J. McCarthy, 


and power companies and electrical 
dealers have cooperated in the cele- 
bration. In Harrisburg the Pennsyl- 


versary. 


UA PUB.-ADV. EXECS 


PUBLICITY BREAKS 


Although the full force of the ad- 


. } 
important national ‘breaks’ reveal it | 


as starting to gain momentum. Pub- 


trained in handling legitimate attractions, persuaded 
D. W. Griffith, Harry Aiken and associates, financially 
interested in ‘Birth of a Nation,’ to present the film in 
legit theatres at $2 reserved seats. How radical that 
suggestion was at the time is best exemplified by the 
then prevailing scale of admission prices in nickelo- 
deons and store shows, where the general tap was 10c., 
kids 5c. ‘Birth’ played year after year under McCarthy 
management at $2, and returned better than $4,000,000 
in net profits. 

If McCarthy showmanship, chief characteristic of 
which was consistent public advertising and dissem- 
ination of results to a hesitant trade, which kept saying 
that ‘it couldn’t be done,’ had ended with ‘Birth of a 
Nation,’ there might be some ground for believing that 
the Griffith opus was in a class by itself and the only 
film worth $2. The idea, however, proved itself sound 
and adaptable to other films which McCarthy ‘sold’ 
to the public for $2. Among them were ‘Covered 
Wagon,’ ‘10 Commandments,’ ‘The Big Parade’ and 
‘Ben Hur.’ Competing showmen adopted the plan 
which resulted in big earnings for ‘Four Horsemen,’ 
‘Iron Horse’ and half a dozen successful pictures. 


DEPARTURE FROM ROUTINE 


Contemplated ‘break’ from routine film distribution, 
which is the opportunity offered by a group of forth- 
coming unusual attractions which face the economic 
necessity of deriving from the domestic market greater 
gross revenues than prevailing admission scales per- 
mit, is likely to prove the most constructive forward 
step which the film industry has taken since the in- 
troduction of sound. Within the scheme lies a solution 
for mounting production costs, and for exhibition 
profits, undreamed under the current policies of show- 
manship, where bewildered and confused operators 
depend on double features, bank-nites, screeno and 
free dishes, with occasional automobile raffles as 
special inducements, instead of forthright theatre man- 
agement. 


No one with five minutes’ experience in Hollywood 
believes for a moment that good pictures will emerge 
from studios where creative talent is working on cut 
salaries, limited mechanical facilities or penurious 
management. Under pressure of current curtailment 
of foreign income and the necessity of stimulating 
the domestic revenues, fresh ideas of salesmanship and 
showmanship only will solve the problem. 


Success in able and profitable handling of individual 
attractions, in contrast to blockbooking and double- 
featuring, will not be a pushover. The pendulum of 
showmanship by premiums, of quantity in place of 
quality, has swung far to the left. An entire industry, 
which includes the operators of affiliated as well as 
independent circuits, will have to be persuaded and 
won over to a new shuffle of the cards. Showmen 
with vision, courage and a deep conviction that films 
are worth higher tariffs, will have to do the job. 

It can’t be done with magazine advertisements, drug- 


store tieups, gratis china cups and saucers, or triple | 


bill programs. 

It can be done by handing back the film theatres to 
the public which built them, by unreeling on the 
screens after proper exploitation the finest films the 
industry has to offer as entertainment. It can be done 
by any one of eight major producer-distributors, pos- 
sessed of sufficient executive acumen, courage and 
strength to start swimming upstream. 


‘PINOCCHIO’S’ HEFTY M. H. Capitalizes On 
Bergman’s Smash 


Ingrid Bergman’s rave reviews in 
| the New York dailies, after showing 
of ‘Intermezzo,’ at Radio City Music 
vance build-up ballyhoo for Walt | all, were dressed up with six por- 
vania Power and Light company| Disney’s ‘Pinocchio’ will not make | trait illustrations in a combination 
took ads in the newspapers to con-| itself felt for several weeks, a few |"¢WSPaper splash which contained 
gratulate the films on their anni-| the announcement for the 
week holdover of the film. 


SHORTWAVE SITUASH 


Foreign department advertising- 
publicity chiefs met last week at the 
Hays office to go over the shortwave 

| broadcas ituati isi jas 
seeand dceast situation. Deci: ion was 
made to prepare script material in 


FILM COS. REVIEW S.A. | 


licity build-up appeared in Good 
Housekeeping. This Week Magazine 
and the New York Times magazine 


section, 
WEST 10 0.0. PRODUCT) Oct 


Lynn Farnol, head of the United 


half of the Walt Disney story with 
illustrations in black and white and 


| 


Advance copy concentrated on the 
title of the film, produced by Selz- 
nick-International, with Leslie How- 
ard getting the major star display 
type. Performance and_ critical 
praise for Miss Bergman, however, 
were capitalized in subsequent ad- 
vertising. 

Modification of copy was regarded 


Artists publicity-advertising depart-| full-color, drawn by the staff of the | 2, good exploitation tactics, putting 


ment and two of his chief aides, 
Monroe Greenthal and Al Margolies, 
are each going out to the Coast in re- 


| Disney studios. 


The story is being 
featured with a special wrapper 
around each magazine and attractive 


lays to see new product coming out.| display signs, with ‘Pinocchio’ art, on 


A total of eight pictures is now in| 4!l newsstands. 


completing stages. 


end of the week. When he returns, 


This Week Magazine, which is an 


Greenthal goes first, leaving the integral part of a great many leading 


Sunday newspapers such as the New 


Margolies will make the trip and,| York Herald-Tribune, Los Angeles 


on latter’s arrival back east, Farnol| Times, San 
Omaha World-Herald, Chicago Daily 
| N2ws, 


goes out. Each will 


week. 


stay west a 


‘Movie Quiz’ Suit Against | 


Donahue & Coe Settled 


The $100,000 action of Edward J. 
Pfeiffer against Donahue & Coe and 
Edward J. Churchill was settled and 
discontinued last week in N.Y. su- 
preme court. Action charged pla- 
giarism by the defendants of Pfeif- 
fer’s idea for the ‘Movie Quiz,’ which 
he claimed was submitted to the 
agency in June, 1938. Shortly there- 
after, it was asserted, Donahue & 
Coe turned the idea over to several 
producers. 

Pfeiffer sued for 10% of the al- 
leged $1,000,000 received by the 
egency in advertising. 


Francisco Chronicle, 


Baltimore Sun, 
New 


Pittsburgh 


Press, Orleans Item-Tribune, 


has a total circulation of more than | 


6,000,000 copies. In an Oct. issue this 
magazine carried a double spread 
story about ‘Pinocchio’ with color 
illustrations. 


Red, White and Blue 


Wichita, Oct. 17. 

Novel exploitation angle on a 
double bill was used here last week 
by the Civic theatre which in copy 
asked, ‘Which Ism Will Dominate 
America?’ Ad was divided in half 
with left side captioned ‘Nazism?’, 
below which mat on ‘Confessions of 
a Nazi Spy’ was presented balanced 
on right by ‘Americanism?’ with mat 
for ‘Young Mr. Lincoln.’ 


a solid foundation under forthcom- 
ing Bergman films. 


‘MOHAWK’ PREMIERE 
SET IN ALBANY, N.Y. 


Albany, Oct. 17. 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ will 
have an announced ‘world premiere’ 
at the Palace here Nov. 2. Schenec- 
tady, Utica, Amsterdam and Glov- 


;ersville, Mohawk Valley cities, will 


probably also get previews. Sev- 
eral of the leads in the picture are 
scheduled to cross the continent for 
the openings, although it is not 
definitely known who. 20th-Fox 
exploiteers are working with branch 
manager Moe Grassgreen, Fabian 
division manager Lou Golding and 
Palace manager Alex Sayles. Gov. 
Herbert H. Lehman and Mayor John 
Boyd Thacher will be invited to 
participate in the Albany ceremon- 
ies, first for a big premiere here 
in a long time. 

Schenectady showing would be 
under Fabian auspices; Gloversville 


and Amsterdam under Schine. 


the future only in English, Spanish 
and Portugese in order to make 
broadcasts more concise and elimi- 
nate any additional expense involved 
in other foreign-language scripts. It 
also was decided to take steps to im- 
prove the caliber of material so that 
the shortwave programs would be 
more all-inclusive industry affairs, 
rather than just items about differ- 
ent company’s stars. 

Fact that several foreign publica- 
tion correspondents had lost their 
jobs because of the European war 
was taken up at the session, with 
provision made to make adjustments 
in the foreign department setups to 
meet changed conditions, 


That Heifetz Film tls 
Boys ’n’ Girls Tunin’ 


Indianapolis, Oct. 17. 

Joe Halloran of Loew’s, plugging 
‘They Shall Have Music’, (UA), tied 
up with the band department of the 
Pearson Company to exploit store’s 
children band instrument sales. 
Pearson bought and distributed 1,200 
children’s tickets to pic at current 
house rate at 10c each, giving them 
free to moppets who would come in 
to store and ask for them. 

About 500 lines of display ad space 
was used to plug plan, with newspa- 
pers giving art and reader spreads. 

Pic sequence in which Heifetz or- 
ganizes a children’s orchestra was 
used as the tie-up angle. 


| 


Para Preems ‘Passage’ 
In Detroit as Stars And 
Cars Take the Bows 


Detroit, Oct. 17. 

Parade of ‘stars and cars’ will 
highlight Detroit’s first world preem 
Thursday (19) when Paramount will 
unveil ‘Disputed Passage’ at Michi- 
gan theatre. Elaborate plans being 
laid for fete, will bring John How- 
ard, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carroll Naish, 
Susan Hayward, Olympe Bradna and 
Patricia Morison from Par's studios, 

Major bus and railway lines, op- 
erating between Detroit and spots 
within 150 mile radius, are running 
special services to accomodate influx 
of fans. Theatre is being gayly be- 
decked, and reviewing’ stand is 
being erected opposite Michigan on 
Bagley Avenue. Public address sys- 
tem will carry introduction of each 
player for blocks around theatre. 

Street parade, in which Detroit 
auto makers are cooperating, will 
cover all of Woodward Avenue, 
town’s main stem, and then head for 
Michigan theatre. In parade will be 
1940 makes of cars, now just being 
announced to public. Parade will 
start at 7 p.m. thereby avoiding din- 
ner hour jam, and will permit cars 
to move directly to theatre for ini- 
tial showing of ‘Passage’. New cars 
will be displayed outside theatre 
through evening. 

Howard and Tamiroff are due in 
town tomorrow to make personal ap- 
pearances in various downtown 
stores before preem. Other players 
will arrive here Thursday morning. 


EMBRYO PUBLICISTS 
EXPLOIT ‘WHAT A LIFE’ 


Milwaukee, Oct. 17. 
Erling Farness, manager of Fox's 
| Palace theatre here, is aitempting 
something which is a complete ino- 
| vation to the amusement world. He 


| has invited a group of students com- 
prised of representatives from all 
high schools in the city to handle 
the entire publicity campaign on 
‘What a Life’ (Par). 

Because 400 Los Angeles high 
school students participated in mak- 
ing the picture, and since the entire 
story is about high school students, 
Farness feels it is appropriate that 
j}high school students be given the 
| opportunity to bring the film to the 
attention of the public. 

‘What a Life’ was screened for the 
‘committee and the students were 
|put on their own to devise exhibi- 
ition angles. Members will make 
‘all contacts with the newspapers, 
|plan contests, suggest means of 
| ballyhoo, secure merchant coopera- 
tion, and exploit ‘What a Life’ in 
levery way they can conceive. 
| Since this picture has a definitely 
'strong appeal for persons of ell 
| ages, Farness says he feels the stu- 
| dents have strong material with 
| with to initiate themselves inio mo- 
tion picture publicity. 


‘Mr. Smith’ Ties-In With 
Political Campaign 


New Orleans, Oct. 17. 

Capitalizing on the opening of the 
state political campaign, Vic Meyer, 
manager of the Orpheum theatre, 
and Gar Moore, his blurbist, grabbed 
|off space in The Morning Tribune 
‘for ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
(Col.) by inviting gubernatorial and 
other candidates to view the picture 
as their guests. 

Rodney D. Toups, manager of 
Loew’s State, and Bob Woods, United 
Artist p.a. here, tied up with The 
Item in search to find local couple 
married the longest as stunt to €x- 
ploit showing of ‘Eternally Yours 
(UA). Couple picked were Mr. and 
Mrs. Will Bethancourt, married 64 
years ago. ; 

Couple received gold wedding ring, 
flowers, candy, limousine service 
for the day, dinner in the Hawaiian 
Blue Room, swank nite spot; and 
tickets for themselves and party to 
see film. 

In addition to news stories for 
several days during progress of 
search, paper also printed picture of 
| winners, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


Mpls. Perks With Better Pix; ‘Maid’ 
Sturdy $8,000, ‘Bali’ at $6,000, Mild 


Minneapolis, Oct. 17, | 
Impressive lineup of pictures is 
hypoing grosses currently. While 
still under par considering the enter- 
tainment quality, theatres are mak- 
ing an improved showing. U. of 
Minnesota and highschool football 
games, together with other athletic 
events and the radio, are still con- 
sidered tough opposition for the 
showhouses, especially in view of the 
apparent curtailment of amusement 
budgets. This week there's also 
Lunt-Fontanne’s ‘Taming of the 
Shrew’ for competition to pix. 
Present screen trade stimulants 
are ‘The Old Maid,’ “The Women’ and 
‘They Shall Have Music,’ all dis- 
playing above average pulling power. 
Minnesota’s vaudfilm is still main- 
taining its steady, satisfactory pace. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘U-Boat 29’ (Col) and ‘Blue Grass’ 
(WB). first-runs. Nice selection for 
this spot and continuing full week. 
Good $1,800 in prospect. Last week. 
‘Champion’ (Par) and ‘Stop, Look’ 


(20th), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Escape’ (20th) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
(WB), also dual first-runs, $1,500, 


pretty good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (25-35-40)— 
‘Women’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moved 
here after two hefty weeks at State. 
First picture in some time to go for 
more than fortnight outside of sure- 
seater houses. Headed for fine $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), 
$5,500, good. | 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Beethoven’ (Foreign). Smartly ex: | 


ploited and attracting attention from day record for the house. 
Satisfactory $1,200 in- | lower scale this time, he'll hit $38,- 


music lovers, : 
dicated. Last week, ‘Lucrezia Borgia’ 


(Foreign) (3d wk), okay $700 after | Gates’ 


two big preceding weeks. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Espionage’ (FN). Timely and evok- | 
ing response from younger fans. | 
Looks like pretty good $2,800. Last 
week, ‘What Life’ (Par), $3,200, good. | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...........$1,631,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,756,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 181 theatres) 


Cantor Whammo 
$38,000 in Hub, 
With Two Boys 


Boston, Oct. 17. 

Eddie Cantor personaling at the 
Keith-Boston is eclipsing everything 
in town. ‘Thunder Afloat’ is strong 
in a five-day holdover at the Orph 
and State. ‘Bali’ and ‘Stranger’ are 
pallid. ‘Nurse Cavell’ is very good 
but not socko. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3.200; 40-55-65)— 
‘Two Bright Boys’ (U) with Eddie 
Cantor revue on stage. Whamming 
in highest gross since he played here 
three years ago and broke the six- 
With a 


000 or more. Last week, ‘Prison 
(Col) and ‘Sky Patrol’ 
(Mono), dual, with vaude, three 


days, and “4rish Luck’ (Mono) (1st 
run) and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) (2d 
run), dcuble, three days, garnered 


satisfactory $8,600. 
Fenway (M&P) (1.332: 25-35-40- 


Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Oz’ | 55)—‘Here Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Ha- 


(M-G), split with ‘Star Maker’ (Par). 
First neighborhood showings. Good 
$2,400 indicated. Last week, ‘Living- 
stone’ (20th) and ‘Oz’ (M-G), $2,700, 
big. 

Minnesota (Mpls Co.) (4,000; 15-25- 
30)—‘Sabotage’ (Rep) and_ stage 
show, including Pat Rooney, Jr., and 
Herman Timberg, Jr. Lots of enter- 
tainment at low admission getting | 
bargain hunters and vaude addicts. | 
Reaching for good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and stage show, | 
including Evelyn Brent and Harry 
Fox, $6,300, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-40)—‘Old Maid’ (FN). Lots of at- 
tention for this one as result of 
critics’ and customers’ praise, much | 
advance publicity and cast names. 
Soaring to good $8,000. Last week, | 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA), $6,200. okay. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—Bali’ (Par). MacMurray not much 
of a draw here, so mild $6,000 is in- 
dicated. Last week. ‘Women’ (M-C) 


| ‘What Life’ 


jes Wept’ 


waiian Nights’ (U), dual. On the) 
(Par) and ‘Television 
Spy’ (Par), double, dandy $6,500. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and Book- 
(RKO), dual. Drawing 
very good $18,000, likely holdover. 
Last week, holdover stanza of ‘Fifth 
Ave. Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Full Confes- 
sion’ (RKO), double, finished with 


| beautiful $15,000. 


(2d wk), great $7,500 after immense | 


$12.500 in first week. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Have Music’ (UA). Just what the 
doctor ordered for this spot, which 
is mecca of carriage trade. Ideally 
spotted and should run 
weeks. Heading for good $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (2d 
wk), $1,400, fair. 


‘GLORY’ DUAL $21,000, 


$5.500 at best. 


several | 


| (WB) and ‘Touchdown’ 


|; dual, 2nd week, $13,000. ok. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Pride of | 
Bluegrass’ (WB), dual. Dallying 
with tepid $12,500. Last week ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th) and ‘Stop Look’ (20th), 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
‘Fast Furious’ (M-G), dual. Five- 
day holdover, will attract about $13,- 
000, very good. Last week, swept in 
whammo $20,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Here Stranger’ (20th) and | 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ «U), double, Lame 
Last week, ‘What 
Life’ (Par) and ‘Television Spy’ 
(Par). dual. very good $8,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) 
— What Life’ (Par) and ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) (both 2nd runs), double. Hot 
combo headed for big $6,000 or bet- | 
ter. Last week, ‘Espionage Agent’ 
(Par) (both | 


Ind run). dual, $5,000. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— | 


"Thunder Afloat? (M-G) and ‘Fast | 
Furious’ (M-G), dual. On five-day | 
holdover. looks like $9,000, very 


BROOKLYN'S TOPPER 


Brooklyn, Oct. 17. 
Too money-getters this stanza are 
Loew's Metropolitan, with ‘Real 
Glory,’ and ‘Two Bright Boys,’ and 


Geste’, $4,000, Fair 


RKO Albee, showing ‘Nurse Edith | 
Cavell’ and ‘Here I Am a Siranger.’ | 


Fabian Paramount concludes second 
week of ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ 
Death of Champion’ to fair results. 

Eddie Cantor’s unit moves into 


and ; 


Loew's Metropolitan Thursday (19). | 


marks first talent at the house | Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
|_‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Fair $4,000. 
Estimates for This Week |Tast week, ‘Women’ (M-G), good 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Nurse | 4,900. 
Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Stranger’ (20th).| | Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 


Doing remarkably well and should 


Set around $14,000. Last week, 
Rains Came’ (20th) (2d), good 
$15,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Bookies 
Wept’ (RKO) and ‘Man Couldn't 
ang’ (Col). Opened yesterday 
(Monday). Last week, ‘Fspionage 


Agent’ (WB) and ‘Pride Bluegrass’ 
(WB). quiet $14,000. 


Met (3,618: 25-35-50)—‘Real Glory’ | 


(UA) and ‘Bright Boys’ (U). 
ting cream of. biz. 


fine. Last week, ‘Lady Tropics’ 
‘M-G) and ‘Blackmail’ (M-G), fair 
$16.000, 


Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Bali’ 
(Par) and ‘Death Champion’ (Par) 
2d wk). Fair $16,000. Last week 
got good $18,000. 

Strand (2.870; 25-35-50)—‘Wong’ 
Mono) and ‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep). 
Dull $4,000. 

(FA) and 


Exciting little comment. 


Last week, ‘Torpedoed’ 


‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U), mild $5,000.‘ $1,400. 


Get- | 
About $21,000. | 


good. First week big $15,000. 


In Quiet Oklahoma C. 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 17. 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ is strong- | 
est pie currently. doing average | 
business at the Midwest. Other films 
hold to the average and nothing sen- 
sational at b.o. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Death 
Champion’ (Par). Bit over average, 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Chicken Wagon 
Family’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th), 
average $2,400 

Midwest (Stan) (1.500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Nice | 
$4000. Last week, ‘Dust Destiny’ | 
(WR). fair $3.100. 

Plaza (Stan) (750: 25-35-40)—‘Dust | 


Destinv’ (WB). So-so $700. Last! 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), third 
week. good $900. 

State (Noble) (1.100; 20-25-30)— | 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Scan- | 
dal Sheet’ (Col). five days. Good 
$2.000. Last week. ‘Mickey Kid’ 
(Ren) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep). split 


with ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) and ‘Whis- 
nering Enemies’ (Col), average $2,- 


‘Thunder’ Dual Nice 
$5,500 In Montreal 


Montreal, Oct. 17. 

Brace of h.o.’s gives ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade’ the call at the Palace for 
best probable gross of week. ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ and ‘Iron Mask,’ at Loew’s and 
Orpheum respectively, beginning to 
fade. 

Balance middling to fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 35-60) 
— ‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Emp-Brit). 
Not likely to get more than $2,500, 
SO-so. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Point- 
ing to good $7,000. Last week, ‘Bali’ 
(Par), nice $7,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Ha- 
waiian Nights’ (U). Good enough 
$5,500. Last week, repeat of ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Woman Judge’ (Col), 
fair $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Showing signs 
of wear, with possible $6,500, still 
nice. Last week, fine $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th). 
Last week, ‘Man Couldn’t Hang’ 
(Col), fair $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (3d wk.). Should 
gross fair $3,500, after good $4,500 
last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Louise’ (6th wk.). 
Pointing to good $1,500 after nice 
$2,000 in fifth week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Voleur de Femmes’ and ‘Para- 
dis des Voleurs.’ House is back in 
stride and pointing to very good $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Serge Panine’ and 
‘Les pangeiers du Chateau d’Ys,’ fine 


LIGHT 
WASH. 


| after 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

‘The Rains Came’ is out in front 
this week by a hefty margin, critics 
quibbling among themselves about 
the performances, but completely 
bowled over by the new high in film 
rainstorms. Two vauders are trail- 
ing, with “They Shall Have Music’ 


Pacing for fair $5,000. | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........ .... $347,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Cows vs. Films 
In K.C.; Cooper 
Hearty $11,200 


Kansas City, Oct. 17. 

Local show business is heavily en- 
twined this week with town’s own, 
annual American Royal livestock 
show and attendant activities. Run- 
ning through the entire week after 
grand opening ball last Saturday 
(14), event is a competitive factor 
not encountered any other time of 
year. Figured to take natives’ at- 
tention off show biz, but bringing 
several thousand visitors from sur- 
rounding area to town helps balance 


the scale. 

All houses are offering new bills 
to make town as attractive as pos- 
sible. ‘Real Glory,’ at Midland, leads 
film contingent, though ‘Fifth Ave- 
nue Girl, at Orpheum, is being 
edged into second place only by 
| lack of seating capacity. Newman’s 
‘What a Life’ is receiving good play 


heavy exploitation campaign 
of past two weeks. ‘Hollywood 


a solid attraction, 
buster. 
vaude is above the standard of pre- 
vious weeks here. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200: 10-25-40)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Open- 
ed solo Thursday (12) after a sneak 
preview at a suburban house Jast 


and Grey Gordon’s orch keeping 
Capitol comfortably in front of ‘On 


Your Toes’ and no-name revue at/| to last out more than a week. 


Earle. 

Except for ‘Rains,’ best propor- |} 
tional biz is being done by a repeat | 
and a re-issue. ‘The Women,’ yanked 
from the Palace after two smash 
weeks because of booking jam, is! 
cleaning up at Columbia, and ‘All| 
Quiet on Western Front,’ with re- | 
sulting publicity balancing review- | 
ers’ slams at modernizing a thing of | 
art, is strong at Met. 


week. Start was good and looks 
First 
seven days around $8.200, good. Last 
week, ‘Stranger’ (20th), $6,500, fair. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Prison 
Gates’ (Col). Cooper and film tell- 
ing good story at b.o.; $11,200 beats 
take of several weeks past. Last 
week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘U- 
Boat 29’ (Col), medium $19,000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 


Holdover of | 25-40)—‘What a Life’ (Par). Opened 


Cavalcade’ in two houses is proving | 
but not a wall- | 
Tower’s combo of film and | 


Heat Back, But Now Benefits L. A.; : 
Bali-Vaude Good $18,500, ‘Babes’ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 

Another heat wave, not so terrific 
as in late September, but with 
plenty of temperature well up in the 
nineties, is on tap here, but theatres’ 
cooling systems exceptional 
trade over the weekend. 

‘Honeymoon in Bali’ is town’s 
leading solo grosser, at the Para- 


mount, with ‘Babes in Arms’ doing 
okay at State-Chinese, and ‘The Real 
Glory’ clicking fairly well at the 
Warner Downtown and Hollywood. 

RKO’s ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ is a 
distinct disappointment at RKO and 
Pantages. Holdovers are registering 
light biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30- 
40-55)—‘Here I Am a Stranger’ 
(20th) and ‘Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th), dual. Shiftover 
from State and Chinese for contin- 
ued first run is weak at $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 
Look, Love’ (20th), on moveover, 
fourth week, excellent $3,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G) 
and ‘Charlie Chan at Treasure Is- 
land’ dual. Aided by $2 preem 
should have no trouble hitting fine 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Here I Am a 


Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Sherlock 
(20th), disappointing $6,- 
Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘The Real Glory’ (UA) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB) dual. Despite 


sultry weather hitting for lucrative 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Angeles Wash 
Faces’ (WB) and ‘Nightingale’ (WB), 
just fair $8,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 
— ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d 
week). Holding good pace on sec- 
Ond stanza which should bring fine 
$5,500. First week, $7,000, plus $7,- 
100 charity preem. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘The Real Glory’ (UA) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB) dual. Building 
after weak opening to healthy $11,- 
500. Last week. ‘Angels’ (WB) and 
‘Nightingale’ (WB), weak $6,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280: 30-40- 
55)—Trish Luck’ (Mono) and ‘Til- 
lie’s Romance’ (Sennett) dual, and 
vaudeville. Nothing very startling 
on stage or screen so $8,000 the an- 
swer. Last week, second runs. 

Pantazes (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ (RKO) and 
‘Day the Bookies Wept’ (RKO) dual. 
Just a weak sister at $6.000. Last 
week, holdover stanza ‘Fifth Ave- 
nue Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Confession’ 
(RKO), okay $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
—‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par) and 
stage show. Heat keeping gross 
down somewhat, but excellent $18,- 
500 in sight. Last week, ‘What a 
Life’ (Par) with resumption of flesh, 
big $22,000. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55) — ‘Nurse 
Edith Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Day the 


‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ at Keith’s is Wednesday (11). Follows strong! Rookies Wept? (RKO) dual. Big 
getting by. $8.000 indicated. Last week, ‘Fifth 
Estimates for This Week (RICO) 18-48 405 | Avenue Git?’ (RKO) and ‘Confes- 
(2 424: 35-40- | rpheum 10-2o- sion’ (RKO), $5.900 on second stanza. 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- | —‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Spellbind-| State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
66 a Have Music (UA) and vaude. | ay’ (RKO), plus March of Time. | 
Heifetz getting the carriage trade! Draw is due to Ginger Rogers film.| ‘Charlie Chan at Treasure Island’ 
and Grey Gordon orch pulling the | Strong $8,000. Last week. ‘Old Maid’| (99th) dual. Looks like big $15,000 
| (WB) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), in| despite terrife treat Lat 
Last week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) can Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— | (oth). 
thank Phil Spitalny’s orch for prac- | ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and vaude} 399 
tically all of good $19,000. | show headed by Eddie Peabody.|  wWnitea Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 
two sock weeks at Palace and will 
see big $§,000. Last week. 
Maker’ (Par) (2d run), average $4,- 
500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66)— 
‘On Toes’ (WB) and vaude. Sock 
Zorina build-up being strangled by 


dull reviews and word-of-mouth, 
plus no names on stage. Light $12,- 
000. Last week. ‘Bali’ (Par) and 


Roxvette anniversary revue, built to 
swell $18,000. 


Keith's (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)— 
‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) (2d wk.) 
Slipping to passable $5,500. Last | 
week, same pic, good $9,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40)—‘AII | 


Quiet’ (U) (reissue). Plenty squawks 
over modernization with newsreel | 
clips, but it’s hot enough title to} 
collect biz $6.000. Last week ‘Man 


Could Not Hang’ (Cal.) got solid 
$5.000. | 
Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55)— | 


‘Rains Cam?’ (20th). Leading town) 
with nice $18.009. Last week. ‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA), below average, $12,000. 


Hold for New Finale | 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. | 
Camera work on Harry Edington’s | 
‘Green Hell’ at Universal was sus- 


pended for a week to permit Frances | 


Marion ‘to write a new ending. 


25-40 | 
| ‘Women’ (M-G) (2d run). Back after 


‘Star | 


biz only fair at $6,200. 
‘Hero Day’ (U) 
unit, $8,500, nice. 


and Gene Austin’s 


Casa Loma-‘Underpup’ 
Good 146 In Omaha; 
‘Cavell’ Off at $5,000 


Omaha, Oct. 17. 

Town’s best biz going to Orpheum, 
where once-a-month stage policy is 
offering Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
orch plus ‘Underpup.’ It's drawing 
good $14,000, with scale tilted to 55c 
ton. 

‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ is giving the 
Brandeis a snappy $5.000. Another 
war pix, ‘Real Glory,’ at Omaha, is 
suffering from the competish. 


Combo stronger than usual here but | 40-55) —"Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
Last week, | “These Glamour Girls’ (M-G) dual 


2nd week). Not so hot on holdover 
for around $1,809. Last week, $4,- 
000 

Wilshire (F-WC} 
15)—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
‘These Glamour Girls’ (M-G) dual 
(2d week) Holdover stanza se@iting 
low at $2,300 Initial week at 
this house okay $4,900 


(2,296: 30-40-55- 


and ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO). dual 
Building to $5,000. nice. Last week, 
‘Fifth Girl’? (RKO) and ‘Full Cone 
fession’ (RKO), $5,500, great 


Omaha (Blank) (2.000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Miracle Sale’ 


(M-G). Competish hurting for 
| $7,000, fairish. Last week,’ ‘Bali 
(Par) and ‘All Come Out’ (M-G), 


| —‘Underpup’ 


Sponsored food show hurt theatres | 


plenty last week. 
Estimates for This Weck 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-959:  10-25)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) and ‘Leading Citizen’: (Par), 
dual, split with ‘Sun Never Sets’ 
(U). ‘Lady Kentucky’ (Par) and 
‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par), tripler. Looks 
like $1,800. nice. Last week, ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), 
d 


$7,000. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000: 15-35-55) 
(U) plus Glen Gray 
stage. Looks like $14,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ (20th) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ 
(U), dual. $10,000, swell. 

Town (Goldberg) (1.250; 10-20-25) 


orch on 


‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par); first-run, 


ual, split with ‘Jones Familiy Holly- | 


wood’ (20th). ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) 


500. ; oe James Whale is directing. with | ong ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (FN). tripler 
Tower (Stan) Joan Bennett. Douglas Fairbanks, | $1600. fair. 
g. Jr., and John Howard heading the Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1.250: 


| ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 


Kentucky’ (Par), tripler, split with 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th), first run, 
‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘Leading 
Citizen’ (Par), tripler, 
Last week. ‘New Frontier’ (Rep), 
‘Asked It’ (U). first-runs, and ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’ (FN), tripler, split with 
‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO). first-run, 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and ‘Saint Lon- 
don’ (RKO), tripler, $1,100, fairish. 


nice $1,300. ° 


Trim $28,500, Glory’ Nice 2446 
= 
| | i] 
| | 
h | 
3 | 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


Heat and Expo Slough Frisco B. 0.; 
Ted Lewis Orch-Breen Fair at $17,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 17. 

Heat, along with the last-minute 
rush to see the Fair, nicked the b.o. 
somewhat here this week. Although 
the Golden Gate has a strong stage 
show headed by Ted Lewis, business 
is below expectations. ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade,’ at Fox, is another ex- 
pected winner that’s not coming 
through. It grabbed plenty of free 
exploitation in the dailies, which 
went overboard on the 50th anni- 
versary of motion pictures, but 
weather hurting the matinees so 


much that the Fox will do about | 


$5.000 less than anticipated. 

‘Dust Be My Destiny’ is giving the | 
Warfield a better than average week. 
Orpheum also has an apparent win- | 
ner in ‘U-Boat 29,’ which is right | 
up this theatre’s alley. 

Estimates for This Week . 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Holly- | 
wood Cavaleade’ (20th). Picture 
well liked, but business not as ter- | 
rific as expected. Closing days of | 
expo diverting too much attention to | 
Treasure Island. Hot weather also | 
taking its toll at the b.o. Week | 
tabbed eround Last week, | 
‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Death Champion’ 
(Par). sank to $13,000, n.g. | 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) | 
—Down South’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis orch. Lewis was here just a 
month or so avo doing a number of 
free shows at the Fair, but he is un- 
able to compete with heat and 
Treasure Island. New Bobby Breen 
picture is no b.o. help. Will do about 
$17,000, just fair. Last week, ‘Full 
Confession’ (RKO) and vaude, $13,- 
000, n.g. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 30-40)— 
U-Boat 29’ (Col) and ‘Man Couldn't 
Hang’ (Col). This bill seems to have 
the stuff that it takes to fill this 
house. Prospective $12,000 is great, 
but will yank after one stanza be- 
cause pictures of this type are just 
good for one week. A case in point 
is last week’s ‘All Quiet’ (U) and 
‘Hero Day,’ which sank to mediocre 
$5.000 after sensational first stanza. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—‘Women’ (M-G) (3d wk). Will 
take nice $8,000 on third stretch. 
Last week (2d) got $12,000, big. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
~——‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Death Champion’ 
(Par). Will get around $4,500, be- 
low house average. Last week (4th), 
*Rains Came’ (20th), strong $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
85-75 )—‘Real Glory’ (3d wk). Cur- 
rent pace indicates good $7,500. Last 
week, over average at $9,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Hidden 
Staircase’ (WB). Take should be 
around $12,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and ‘Streets 
New York’ (Mono), so-so $10,000, 


Pitt Brightens Up; 
‘Carnival -Armetta 
Profitable $17,500 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 

Disappearance of the unseasonal 
heat wave, bringing return of crisp 
autumn weather again, school-less 
weekend on account of teachers in- 
stitute and influx of football crowds, 
are helping biz. Trade is jumping 
in almost every case and the heebie- 
jeebies in the downtown sector have 
gone, at least for time being. 

Two Harris houses are splitting a 
nice melon, Alvin with ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade’ and Senator with ‘U-Boat 
29,’ with both pix scheduled to hold 
for second week. It’s the first time 
in latter spot’s year-old history that 
an attraction which hasn’t moved 
previously from Alvin has landed a 
fortnight. Henry Armetta and 
George Hall orch are pushing ‘Win- 
ter Carnival’ into favored bracket at 
Stanley and ‘Beau Geste’ is doing 
very nicely at Warner after coming 
over from Penn. Only Fulton is do- 
ing just so-so, with ‘Two Bricht 
Boys’ and ‘Hawaiian Nichts,’ while 
Penn won't better average with 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl.’ despite raves for 
Ginger Rogers and a general affec- 
tion for the picture itself. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Herris) (1,850: 25-35-50)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Ring- 
ing up a merrv tune at the b.o. and 
sticks for second week, with another 
h.o. at Senator more than likely after 
that. Got awav biz with Hollywood 
premiere, including lobby broadcast 
and all the other trimmings. Should 
have no trouble socking away $13.- 
000, which ics real coin here. Tast 
week. ‘Rio’ (U). barely got $4,200, 

Fulton (Shea-Hvde) (1,700: 25-40) 
right Bovs’ (U) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nichts’ (U). First Aouble-bill here 
gince house reonened two months ago 


here in past. Cooper-Bartholomew 
combo has a slight pull and can take 
the credit for fair $3,400. Last week 
|second of ‘Under Pup’ (U), around 
$1,500 in three days, management de- 
ciding at last minute against chanc- 
ing a full h.o. session, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—'Fifith Girl’ (RKO). Well-liked 
generally, Ginger Rogers particu- 
larly, but not getting anywhere espe- 
cially. Headed for around $10,500, 
slightly less than average. Last week 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par), got $15,000, not 
h.o. biz, but picture went to Warner 
anyway because boys figured hot 
weather gave it a bad break. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘U-Boat 29’ (Col). English import 
pencilled in at right time and cash- 
ing in heavily on rapid-breaking 
headlines. In addition, it grabbed 
swell notices and should have little 
trouble banging out smart $4,400. 
That means h.o., first time that’s ever 
happened here. Last week ‘All 
Quiet’ (U) (reissue) had everything 
in its favor, too, and came through 


with neat $4.100. 
(3.600; 25-40-60)— 


Stanley (WB) 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and Henry 


| Armetta and George Hall orch on 


stage. Geared for favorable $17,500 
and complaints. Last week 
‘Espionage Agent’ (FN) and Major 
Bowes’ ams, vlenty weak at $13.500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Moved here 
after doing less than h.o. biz at Penn, 
but pace here indicates it was smart 
booking and that weather really did 
kick it at Penn. Shooting for $6.000, 
and that’s as good as most Penn 
h.o.’s do here. Last week ‘Touch- 
down’ (Par) and ‘Everybody’s Hobby’ 
(WB), in the doghouse and barely 
touched $3,500 in eight days. 


Balto Fairish; 
‘Cavell’-Vaude 
Steady $12,000 


Baltimore, Oct. 17. 
Fairish pace is being held here. 
Rather mild and uneventful, but still 
above the doldrums. ‘Nurse Edith 
Cavell,’ tied to vaude at combo Hipp, 
is holding up in steady fashion and 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ at the New, 
is also attracting okay trade. With 
Ed Galliner in town for extra ex- 


loitation, ‘Eternally Yours’ was 
uilt to good opening at Loew’s Cen- 
tury and is holding up moderately. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA). Got 
extra heavy publicity campaign and 
holding up fairly well for possible 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G), 
mild $6,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40-55-66)—“‘Edith Cavell’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Getting steady 
$12,000. Last week, second of ‘Fifth 
Girl’ (RKO) and vaude, added $9,400 
to pleasing opening round of $13,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘Angels Faces’ (WB). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after un- 
eventful effort with ‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA), at $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). 
Attracting ample interest at $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Stranger’ (20th), drew 
some daytime femme response and 
mild $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Bali’ (Par) (2nd wk). Holding 
in fairish style at $5,500 after nice 
opening session to $9,100. 


LAUGHTON BIG $9,500 


Providence, Oct. 17. 

Biz has brightened considerably by 
better product, which is giving all 
houses better than average biz. ‘Hol- 
lywood Cavalcade,’ at Majestic, looks 
strongest, though being given a close 
run by ‘Jamaica Inn,’ at Strand, and 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ at RKO Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Day 
Bookies Wept’ (RKO). Paced for 
hefty $8,700. Last week, ‘Under-Pup’ 
(U) and ‘Full Confession’ (RKO), so- 
so $5,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Behind Prison 
Gates’ (Col) (2d run), Holding own 
for nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Dancing 
Co-ed’ (M-G) and ‘Career’ (RKO) 
(2d run). fair $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.600); 25-35-40)— 


after summer shutdown and doing 


fust about what twinners have done 


‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and vaude. 
Slated for average $6,000. Last week, 


IN HAPPIER PROVIDENCE 


‘Escape’ (20th) and Hoot Gibson on 
stage, hefty $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). At- 
tracting nice following for possible 
| strong $9,500. Last week, ‘Espionage 
| Agent’ (WB) and ‘Forgotten Women 
(U), fair $6,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Have Music’ 
(UA). Stepping along to good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ 


(UA) and ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO), fair- 
ish $11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par), Pulling steadily for strong 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Bali’ and ‘Prison 
Gates’ (Col), swell $9,000. 


‘BABES’ HEFTY 
$20,000 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, Oct. 17. 

Belated arrival of autumn’s cool {s 
upping cinema center's _ traffic. 
Combo take currently shows a nice 
gain over last week, yet only two 
major houses have black feasts. 
Front-runner is the Albee, where 
‘Babes In Arms’ is enticing town’s 
tallest take for quite a spell. Lyric 
is over the top with revival of ‘All 
Quiet on Western Front.’ Theatre’s 
lobby display of war props is a big 
help. ‘Espionage Agent’ is fetching 
fair returns for Keith's. Capitol’s 
‘They Shall Have Music’ is so-so, 
Palace has one of its rare holdovers 
with ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ and re- 
turns are down following a zippy 
first week. 
Lack of names in its variety bill 
is hurting the Shubert. Pic is ‘Coast 
Guard.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G), eight days. 
Cinch for wham $20,000, burg’s big- 
gest b.o. in weeks. Last week, 
‘Stranger’ (20th), six days, light 


$8,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 

‘Have Music’ (UA). N.s.h. $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G), 
poor $3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘News Night’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th), split with ‘Monterey’ 
(Rep) and ‘Prison Born’ (Mono). All 
right, $2.000. Ditto last week with 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), split with ‘Gray Walls’ (Col) 
and ‘Calling Marines’ (Rep). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). Fair $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Angels Faces’ (WB), 
good $5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘All 
Quiet’ (U) (reissue). Very good 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Bali’ (Par) (2d 
run), fair $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d 


wk). Slow $7,000 after dandy $13,000 
in first week. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-60)— 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and vaude 
topped by Lottie Mayer’s watercade. 
N.s.h. $10,500 for want of flesh names. 
Last week, ‘Under-Pup’ (U) and 
John Boles heading stage show, good 
$12,500. 


‘Bali,’ Strong $8,400, 
Earning Denver H. 0. 


Denver, Oct. 17. 

‘Honeymoon in Bali’ is standing 
them up at the Denham and earning 
a holdover. Another top coin-get- 
ter is ‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ at 
Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Old 
Maid’ (FN), after week at Denver. 
Good $3,700. Last week, ‘Fight 
Peace’ (Mono), fair $2,200. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Way 
Down South’ (RKO), after week the 
Orpheum. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
‘Fifth Girl’? (RKO) and ‘Conspiracy’ 
(RKO), after week at Orpheum, fair 
$2,500. 

Denham 


(Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Bali’ (Par). Strong drae at 
$8,400. Last week, ‘Life’ (Par), 
stronger, $8.500. 

Denver (Fox) (2525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Nice 
$9,400. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (FN), 
strong $11,000. _ 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and ‘Book- 
ies Wept’ (RKO). Fair $7.000. Last 
Week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
an’ Down South’ (RKO), good $8,- 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— 
‘Have Music’ (FN) and ‘Chan’ (20th). 
Good $4.000. Last week, ‘Angels 
Faces’ (FN) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ 
(U). good $4.000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Angels Faces’ (FN), after week at 
Paramount, and ‘Witnesses Vanishes’ 
(U). Nice $2,000. Last week, ‘Rains 
Came’ (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Whis- 
pering Enemies’ (Col), nice $2,200. 


Philly Cooler, So B. 0.s Get Hot; 
Raye Unit-Furious’ Swell $24,500 


‘Dust’-‘Under-Pup’ Dual 
Good $5,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 17. 

‘Dust Be My Destiny’ is gathering 
extra biz for the Broadway as the 
only major new opening in the burg 
this week. It’s coupled with ‘The 
Under-Pup.’ 

Holdover in the money are ‘Fifth 
Avenue Girl,’ at Liberty; ‘Honeymoon 
in Bali,” at Paramount, and ‘The 
Women,’ still strong in its third week 
at Parker’s UA. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Un- 
der-Pup’ (U). Strong double billing 
putting this house in the winning 
class with $5,000, good. Last week, 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Forgot- 
ten Woman’ (U), held 11 days for 
good $8,700. 


Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2.- 
000; 30-35-40) —'Fifth Girl’ (RKO) 


and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
wk). 
the top nicely for good $4,800. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
30-35-40) —Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Forgotten Women’ (U), moved 
from Broadway. Good enough $2,- 
500. Last week, ‘All Quiet’ (U) and 
‘Hero Day’ (U), second week, closed 
for fair enough $1,700. First week, 
nice, $3,800. : 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Bali’ (Par) and 
‘Stolen Wife’ (Par) (2d wk). Good 
$4,000. First week, strong $5.600. 
United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Women’ (M-G) wk). 
Still good at $3,500. Second got $5,- 
000 and first ran up terrific $7,800. 


‘Life -Miller Orch 
Sweet $20,000 As 
Buffalo Improves 


Buffalo, Oct. 17. 

Fine card at the Buffalo is grab- 
bing off the local laurels currently, 
with Glenn Miller's orch hypoing 
‘What a Life’ into a walloping gross. 
Cool weather, and lifting of kid ban 
due to paralysis epidemic, is helping 
boost figures all round. 

‘Dust Be My Destiny, ’at the 20th- 
Century, will hit fancy figures and 
looks to be the most powerful item 
in the straight pic line the house has 
had since opening. ‘All Quiet’ is 
romping along at a nifty clip 
and showing surprising consistent 
strength at the Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Life’ (Par) and Glenn Miller orch. 
Clicking for smart figure and should 
easily get $20,000, sweet. Last week, 
‘Old Maid’ (WB), slightly softer 
than expected, but potent item at 
over $16,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) 


(20th) (2d 


—Old Maid ’(WB) (2d run), Fair 
enough, over $7,000. Last week, 
‘Women’ (M-G) (2d run), six days 


only due to one-day interruption by 
Cantor stage show, $7,000, nice. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35) — 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy’ (WB). Continues to look 
offish. Tame $6,000. Last week, 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th), dull $5,900. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) 
—All Quiet’ (U) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ (U). Running great guns, 
nearly $10,000. Last week, ‘U-Boat 
29’ (Col) and ‘Little Peppers’ (Col), 
good $7,800. 

20th-Century 


(Dipson-Basil) (3,- 


and ‘Everything's Ice’ (RKO). Spurt- 


ing for over $11,000, hefty. Last 
week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) wk), 


drooped to $4,000, n.g. 


Film Liberty’s Shorts 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Deal to produce Liberty mag’s 
short-short stories as a series of one- 
reelers was closed by Jerry Fair- 
banks and Robert Carlisle. Series, 
to be known as ‘Bits of Life.’ will be 

shot here for Paramount release. 
Naticnal Philharmonic Symphony 
Orchestra association started shoot- 
ing a serics of 13 musical shorts at 
the Talisman studio. First to go was 
‘The Triumphal March,’ from the 
Verdi opera, ‘Aida.’ Releases will 
be handled independenily by William 


J. Quinn. 


Okay $3,000. First week over | 


000; 25-35) — ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17, 

Good array of product and cooler 
weather is bringing a cheery note 
into downtown b.o.’s this week. 
Paced by the smashing Martha Rave 
unit—‘Fast and Furious’ combo at 
the Earle, the improvement is mark- 
ed all along the line. 

The newly-formed Raye unit looks 
for hefty $24,500. Continuing iis 
snappy run is ‘Babes in Arms’ with 
swell $15,800 in second sesh. Others 
that look like they’ll finish up in 
the money are ‘Thunder Afioat,’ 
‘Eternally Yours,’ ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ and ‘Beau Gest.’ ‘ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB). (1,303; 32-42-57 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA). With good 
press and word of mouth, this film 
looks the best at the gate of any 
shown at this house since its reopen- 
ing. Indicates nice $13,500. Last 
week’s second turn for ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA) got pallid $8,200, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; $2-42-57)— 
‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
Still holding the pace set in the 
opener, with a healthy $15,800 com- 
ing’on top of the pretty $21.400 on 
the first lap. Will probably be held 
for third canto. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Fast and Furious’ (M-G) and Mare 
tha Raye unit, Raye troupe is hypo- 
ing biz to an estimated $24,500, big. 
It'll be a tremendous improvement 
over the anemic $16,000 rung up by 
‘Rio’ (U) and Ted Fio-Rito’s orch 
last week. 

Fox (WB) ¢2,423; $2-42-57)—‘Hol- 
lywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Not as strong as the opening week, 
but still good enough with nice $11.- 
400. Initial sesh put a profitable 
$16,600 in the till, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run). N.-sg. 
at $4,000. Last week, ‘Bali’ «Par) 
(2d run), was a little better with 
$4,600. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57) 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) (2d run). Still 
in the doldrums with poor $3,700. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), did 
much better with $4,500 for a third- 
run showing. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Fifth 
Girl’ (RKO) (3rd run). Powerful 
$5,700. But not as good as last 
week’s $6,400 for ‘Old Maid’ «WB) 
in its third run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Wallace 
Beery’s sea thriller is getting the 
men and trade. Looks like 
swell $15,500. Last week, ‘Beau 
Geste’ (Par), brought a fair $7.100 
for five days after strong opening 
week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (2d run). Blood 
and thunder of Cooper's film is 
bringing nice $5,900 here. Last week, 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), did better 
with $6,400. 


‘Desire’-Dead End Kids 
And Schlepperman No 
Memphis Panic, $4,000 


Memphis, Oct. 17. 

Biz is okay, but nothing to shout 
about. 

‘Real Glory’ and Hollywood Cava!- 
cade’ are doing all right for Loew's 
and Malco, respectively, without set- 
ting town afire. Dead End kids and 
Schlepperman on Orpheum stage are 
giving local white elephant second 
off week in a row. Draw about 
| same as Parkyakarkus on similar 
five-day date week before. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA). Heading for 
good $6,000. Last week, ‘Blackmai’ 
(M-G) and ‘Glamor Girls’ (M-G), 
split week, $3,400, about as expected. 

Warner’s (Warner) (3,200; 10-30- 
40)—‘Stole Million’ (U). Not very 
hot at $3,300. Last week, ‘Life’ ‘(Par), 


$5,500, sensational under. circum- 
stances, 

Malco (Lightman) (2,200; 10-50- 
40)—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). 


Doing better than average at $5.500. 
Last week, ‘Honeymoon Bali’ ‘Par), 
$5,600, good. 

Orpheum (Cullins- Evans) ‘2.800; 
30-55 )—‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) with 
Dead End Kids and Schlepperman 
on stage. Weak draw, scarcely £4,- 
000 in five days. Last week, ‘Beauty 
Asking’ (RKO), with Parkyakarkus 
and Bill Bardo band on stage, $3,- 
300, disappointing. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 16-206- 
30)—‘All Quiet’ (U), ‘Witnesses Van- 
ishes’ (U), and ‘Two Bright Boys’ 
| (U), split. May get good $2.200. 
| Last week, ‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th), 
| ‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) and “Death 
Champion’ (Par), split, uncer pe! 
‘at $1,400. 


| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
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HAL ROACH presents 


starring 


JOAN ADOLPHE 
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Spain Would Freeze 50% Yank Coin 
Should U.S. Produce Films There 


Plans for several U. S. major com- 
panies to produce Spanish-language 
pictures in Spain, with hopes of get- 
ting some of presently frozen coin 
out of that country, received little 
balm this week. The Spanish gov- 
ernment favors such production but 
has insisted that 50°% of all revenue 
collected on such films be returned 
to the government in Spain. Pres- 
ent restriction keeps all revenue ob- 
tained in Spanish distribution in that 
country. 

Many majors substantial 
amounts, collected during the Span- 
ish civil war, in Sp: ‘sh vaults. 
Idea of starting product:.n in Spain 
was concieved in order to use part 
of the coin since it could be applied 
to production. 

Foreign department officials were 
a bit skeptical of coming out ahead 
under the 50% proviso. It’s likely 
that the Hays office will make rep- 
resentations shortly in hopes of get- 
ting better terms. The Spanish gov- 
ernment will be told that the plan 
calls for idle money to be put back 
to work, gives employment and may 
help in reviving the film producing 
business in Spain. 


Pic's War Theme 
Basis of Squawk 
By British Exhibs 


London, Oct. 5. 

Many British exhibs, in playing 
Idiot’s Delight,’ have apologized to 
customers for so doing. Reason is 
the pic’s warlike theme is not held 
in good taste at this time. 

Most theatre operators would have 
preferred lighter entertainment, but 
the Odeon circuit ordered house 
managers to explain they were 
obliged to play the film as booked 
and that sudden outbreak of the war 
had thrown the theatres into tem- 
porary confusion. 

Understood circuit chiefs and oth- 
ers protested to Metro that the sub- 
ject should have been withdrawn, 
but company’s ruling was it should 
be played. A number of exhibs, on 


commitment, made cuts on the side, 
particularly in more warlike se- 
quences, namely one of an air raid. 
Such scenes cut too near the bone 
for Britishers whose homes are with- 
in easy range of German bombing 
bases. 


Favor Latin Locales 
Instead of Cheap 
Films in Spanish 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Spanish language pictures for the 
Latin-American market are being 
dropped by Paramount and 20th-Fox, 
with films backgrounded against 

those countries being substituted. 
Studios figure that at a minimum 
of $60,000 to produce, these pix are 
proving unprofitable because of the 
limited market. Pix with Latin 
themes and own titles superimposed, | 
it is believed, will fill the bill and | 
bring added revenue to companies, 


FRENCH ML. P. CORP’S 
FINAL REORG PLAN 


Oct. 24 has been set as the date for 
the final confirmation of the plan of 
reorganization of the French Motion 
Picture Corp. The company had filed 
a bankruptcy petition in February, 
1938, and the judge tentatively ap- 
proved a plan of reorganization sev- 
eral months ago, contingent upon 
the bankrupt raising $5,000 as work- 
ing capital. 

The petition of the debtor revealed 
that Albert Lieberman of Philadel- 
phie had deposited the money in the 
Corn Exchange Bank of N. Y. on 
Oct. 4, and that of the $14,466 in al- 
lowed claims, $10,034 had approved 
the plan. 

The plan itself contemplates pay- 
ment of 15% in full payment to all 
unsecured creditors, and all wage 


deaux, 


Operations also regarded as safer for 


Film Biz at Bordeaux 


Laughton’s P.A. Off 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Infected ear caused Charles 
Laughton to call off his first Ameri- 
can personal appearance tour in con- 
nection with his British-made pic- 
ture, ‘Jamaica Inn.’ 

English star cancelled dates in 
New York, Washington and other 
eastern keys. 


American picture companies now 
regard Bordeaux as virtually the 
capital city of France. All distribu- 
tors have moved their negatives 
there from Paris, which means it is 
the main distributing point for 
American companies. 

Picture companies which are using 
U.S. lines almost exclusively find it 
convenient to headquarter at Bor- 
too, because all American 
boats dock there instead of Havre. 


film distribs. 


NEW AUSSIE TAX 
FIGHT LOOMS 
FOR 


Canberra, Oct. 17. 


The Motion Picture Distributors 
Association of Australia has been 
confronted with a government drive 
to slap more taxes on foreign (large- 
ly U. S.) distributing companies. The 
government, faced with war expen- 
ditures, believes the film business is 
not paying enough taxes. 

Aussie government already gets 
revenue from (1) custom duties, (2) 
from taxation on all prints made 
from originals in this country, (3) 
tax from negative companies (such 
as Eastman), which supply and make 
film stock, (4) through local taxes 
and (5) through theatre admission 
taxation. 

The MPDA plans to resist the ad- 


ditional taxation, headed by J. Ber- 
nard Freeman, its prez, who recently 
succeeded Sir Victor Wilson in the 
post, | 


ITALY 
FILM DEARTH 


Rome, Oct. 17, 

With U. S. distributors no longer 
operating in Italy and three major 
European producing countries in the 
midst of war, the Italian picture 
business is striving to bolster local 
production. 

Actually, Italian producers prob- 
ably will turn out 30 more features 
this season than last year, with 100 
films seen as tops for 1939-40. The 
minimum number of pictures on 
which Italian exhibitors can exist 
per year is placed at 250. This 
means 150 films must be imported. 


KAHN HEAD OF SALES 
FOR FILM ALLIANCE 


Film Alliance, independent distri- 
bution company formed to distribute 
foreign language pictures, has ap- 
pointed Henry W. Kahn, sales man- 
ager in Europe for 20th-Fox for a 
number of years, as general sales 
manager. 

Harry Brandt, N. Y. indie theatre 
owner, is v.p. of FA which has N. Y. 
headquarters in the RKO building 
in the same suite as Trans-Lux. 
President of company, not yet an- 
nounced, is understood to be Major 
L. E. Thompson. Company set a 
first-run outlet on Broadway last 
week when Central was announced 
as house where films would be 
shown first. 


London in Wartime 


London, Oct. 5. 
Anthony Kimmins, a naval lieu- 
tenant commander before he be- 
came a playwright, is now in the 
Naval Intelligence. 


Clive Brook has applied to rejoin 
the Royal Artists’ Rifles, in which 
he was a captain in the last war. 


Alan Grogan, partner and broth- 
er-in-law of Christopher Mann, is in 
the Military Intelligence Corps. 


Jack Hylton, chairman of Enter- 
tainment National Service Associa- 
tion (ENSA) (band section), lining 
up several band leaders to provide 
entertainment for troops. 


Anthony Wysard, partner in John 
Myers organization, hes rejoined the 
Queen’s Westminster Rifles with the | 
rank of captain. 


The ram’s horn, which is used to 


Three members of the Auxiliary 
Five Service are Dorothy Seacombe, 
Stanley Holloway and Sydney Wood- 
erson, who holds the mill run title 
outdoors. 


Roy Royston, captain in the Flying 
Corps in the last war, is rejoining as 
a flying lieutenant. Was recipient of 
the Military Cross in the last to-do. 

Carl Brisson lining up provincial 
dates for revival of ‘Merry Widow.’ 
Figures venture will be successful 
now that there are no German roy- 
alties to pay, which invariably 
amount to $750 per week. 


Afrique bent on staying here to 
see it through, although he has 
tempting offer to return to Africa. 


Foreign acts going to Ireland now 
need trave] permit card and also re- 
turn visa. English acts also need 
travel permit. 


ish Day of Atonement, was 
sounded in England this year be- 
cause it might have been mistaken 
for an air raid warning. 


The musicians union of London 
has declined to accept engagements 
at the variety theatres on a week- 
to-week basis, and insists on adher- 
ing to the two-week notice clause. 
Several houses are reopening with 
smaller bands of non-union men. 


The Buskers, street entertainers 
who perform for crowds awaiting 
entry to theatres for unreserved 
seats, have been hit very hard by 
the blackout. 


‘Even Hitler Had a Mother’ is a 
song the Lord Chamberlain refused 
to license for public performance in 
a West End show. But the ban has 
now been lifted. 


A number of Londen actors are 
now serving as special constables. 
Majority are attached to the Cannon 
Row station, and are assigned to 


and tax claims in full. 


beats in and around Whitehall. 


announce the conclusion of the Jew- | 


While most picture circuits may 
change policy to one film feature, 


not | Associated British is bent on con- 


tinuing with double feature. 


Contrary to expectations, George 
Black does not intend to play his 
‘Crazy’ show in any provincial] spots. 
Has put entire show in storage, and 
will only be played when Palladium 
is in a position to open. 


Jack Harris tour for Genera] The- 
atres has been taken up on war per- 
centage basis (50-50). After Man- 
chester he goes to Glasgow and Liv- 
erpool, with other spots to be lined 
up. 


Leslie Macdonnell’s first concert 
for Grenadier Guards, at Chelsea 
Barracks, comprised Beatrice Lillie, 
Edythe Baker, Joe Loss band, Max 
Bacon, Chris Gill, Olive Groves, Al 
Burnett and Leslie Strange. Mac- 
donnell has now been appointed un- 
official concert organizer for the 
Guards, 


J. Calvert, son of Mai Bacon, the 
actress, killed in action with the 


Royal Air Force in France, 
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Provincial Stage Show Biz Is Hef 7 
Aided By Lack of London Competish 


Gould’s N. Y. Powwow 


Walter Gould, United Artists di- 
vision manager for Latin-America, 
arrived from Buenos Aires Monday 
(16) for homeoffice huddles in New 
York. 

He had been on a 10-week in- 
spection tour of company bra’gcthes 
in Brazil and Argentina. 


BRITAIN ADOPTS 
CURBED FILM 
PROGRAMS 


London, Oct. 5. 

Single features and shorts, plus 
newsreels, are to be definite policy 
of British theatres so long as the 
war continues. Decision sponsored 
by major circuits, being supported 
by Cinematograph Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation and all indie houses. 

Some groups, notably Bernstein 
Theatres, are continuing with duals 
until their current booking commit- 
ments can be straightened out. 

Policy develops from. restricted 
program time allowed by the gov- 
ernment and from desire not to hold 
big audiences in public buildings 
very long. Transport snags and ex- 
pected slump in b.o. intake are other 
factors, 


Frozen Coin 


Continued from page 1 


London, Oct. 5. 

With little opposition from the 
West End, where biz has been way 
off, provincial theatres are play- “ 
ing the best stage talent and cone 
sequently getting most of the biz, 
Percentage idea for acts, ranging 
from 1242% for stars to 4% for some 
standards, is proving very profitable 
for most of the circuits. 


Best spot seemingly is Birming- 
ham, with Brighton next. Glasgow, 
Nottingham, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, Sheffield and Birkinhead 
have been doing fairly well, in that 
order. 

The fine biz has been all the more 
exceptional because theatres have 
not been permitted to use the gal- 
lery, in conformance with Air Raid 
Precautions. 


Neutral Vessels 
No Great Worry 
In Shipping Pix 


‘Cash-and-Carry’ proviso of the 
proposed new neutrality bill, now 
before Congress, this week was re- 
garded as not being as big a prob- 
lem for the industry as originally 
believed. The film business, through 
the Hays organization, is making 
representations so that there will be 
no doubt on the status of film pro- 


ductions. 


coin, according to information at the | 


Hays office and in foreign depart- 
ments of major companies, 

Majority of U. S. film companies 
this week said remittances are com- 
ing through regularly from Great 
Britain, but few were optimistic 
about the future coin restrictions in 
the British market. Distributor rep- 
resentatives in London were handed 
the 80-20% outline of government 
proposals on coin early last week. 
American distribs in England natu- 
rally are resisting drastic restrictions, 
contending it would badly handicap a 
steady flow of strong product to 
Great Britain and cripple efforts to 
carry on production in that country. 


Two of larger majors this week said 
money was arriving in substantial 
quantities from Great Britain. In 
the last 10 days one company has 
received around $1,000,000 via Lon- 
don, this covering revenue collected 
in Great Britain as well as in South 
Africa and Australia. 

Aussie, S. Africa Angles 


Because remittances from Aus- 
tralia and South Africa clear through 
London, any severe British crack- 
down on picture coin would hit rev- 
enue coming out of these countries, 
also effort consequently is being 
made by several companies in N. Y. 
to have remittances from Down Un- 
der and S. Africa made ‘direct to 
U. S., without London clearance. 
They hope to avoid British restric- 
tions in this way. 

Coin restrictions in France are so 
severe that virtually no currency is 
coming through to N. Y. This is 
not as severe a threat to foreign 
grosses as curtailment of the vast 
British income, which makes up a 
high percentage of the foreign total. 

Extend Prod. in England 


One out that has been suggested, 
if there is any severe coin restric- 
tion order in Great Britain, is to 
carry on extensive production in 
England. This would follow auto- 
matically if the quota law is main- 
tained, which seems likely. It’s es- 
timated that U.S. companies would 


| be able to use the money frozen in 


Great Britain to sustain the making 
of new features in England. 

While the coin collected on distri- 
bution of such pictures in the British 
Isles would be held there, American 
distributors would have a chance to 
partly recoup through distribution 
of the same film in the world mar- 
ket. It was pointed to by some offi- 
cials as an indirect means of main- 
taining a steady flow of revenue, and 
would not mean such a heavy freez- 
ing of currency as now proposed. 

While reports are scattered from 
many neutral countries of Europe, 


Picture companies hope the final 
wording of the revised neutrality bill 
will specify that films are not ordi- 
nary merchandise, are not sold but 
rented, and should not be restricted 
as to what nation’s boats they may 
use in transportation to belligerent 
countries, 

Originally, the neutrality proposal 
read that title to the article to be 
exported must be transferred and 
cash paid for it (or within 90 days) 
before it leaves the U. S. Early 
reading of the proposed measure 
conviced Haysians that films would 
come within its scope. If the law 
reads plainly, or can be definitely 
interpreted as permitting film come 
panies to assign rights to a foreign 
subsidiary, the matter of paying any 
specific sum within 90 days, or any 
other designated period, would be 
obviated. 

Industry officials are not so wor- 
ried about the matter of shipping on 
certain vessels, allhough they have 
used American boats almost exclue 
sively since the outbreak of the Eu- 
ropean war. Even shipping in boats 
of belligerents involves only risk of 
the possible loss of a print, which 
can be readily replaced. 

Major Frederick Herron, Hays 
office foreign department head, re- 
turned yesterday (Tuesday) from 
Washington where he spent three 
days conferring with officials on the 
proposed new neutrality bill. Point 
that Herron stressed was that it is 
impossible to adapt the cash-carry 
policy to films since they go out of 
U. S. on a percentage arrangement. 

Hays office spokesman explained 
that the picture business can't sell 
before it ships product. 


there is a definite upswing in busi- 
ness throughout the remaining for- 
eign market. Statements made by 
returning officials from the Latin- 
American countries and Australia 
indicate a rush to cinch bookings of 
American product. This is attributed 
to the growing conviction in such 
territories that British, French and 
German product shortly will dry up 
because of cessation on production, 

Such a situation is only natural. 
There is no way of telling just how 
much this improvement will offset 
losses elsewhere in the foreign mar- 
ket, but foreign executives are hope- 
ful that it may partiall; supplant 

Actual return from Latin-Ameri- 
can countries is an extremely small 
part of total world revenue. Same 
is true of South Africa and Austra 
lia. But if there is a distinct pickup 
it. all neutral countries, this should 
go far toward alleviating the foreign 
market’s dislocation. 
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YOUR MARX! 


Only M-G-M can make this sort comedy 


so that it smacks over to the millions. This 
laugh riot par with Night 
the Opera” and Day the Races” 


GROUCHO — CHICO — HARPO 


BROS. 


Groucho—Chico—Harpo MARX BROS. “AT THE CIRCUS” with Kenny Baker + Florence 
Rice » Eve Arden * Margaret Dumont + Nat Pendleton + Screen Play by Irving 
Brecher « Directed by Edward Buzzell » A MERVYN LEROY Production * An M-G-M Picture 
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Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


AT THE CIRCUS 


(WITH SONGS) 

Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Mervyn 
Leroy production. Stars the Marx Bros. 
Directed by Edward Buzzell. Screenplay 
by Irving Brecher; camera, Leonard M, 
Smith; editor, William H. Terhune; musi- 
eal direction, Franz Waxman; songs, E. Y. 
Harburg, Harold Arlen; dances, Bobby 
Connolly. Previewed at Westwood Village, 

Oct 12, °39. tunning time, 86 MINS. 
Attorney Loophole...... ....-Groucho Marx 


*Punchy’...... Harpo Marx 
Jeff Baker 
Julie Randall...... Sececesses Florence Rice 
Peerless Pauline....scccccsseress Eve Arden 


Mrs. Dukesbury.. 


FOUN COLTER. James Burke 
Little Professor Atom......Jerry Marenghi 
Whitcomb........ .... Barnett Parker 


The Marx Bros. revert to the 
rousing physical comedy and staccato 
gag dialog of their earlier pictures 
in ‘At the Circus.’ Picture will give 
a fine acgount of itself at the box- 
office for general audience appeal. 

Long on typical crazy antics of the 
Marxians, decidedly short on story 
or logic, and neatly mixed with 
some tuneful melodies, offering hits 
a popular groove at this time. 

The Marxes scamper through the 
piece with their wild monkeyshines, 
some familiar, but always good 
audience. Groucho provides some 
minor variations in his wrestling 
antics with a stern socialite; Harpo 
takes a turn at tickling the harp 
strings, and Chico performs his 
finger-acrobatics on the keyboard. 
Then there are a number of high- 
light laugh sequences set up along 
broad burlesque lines, with plenty of 
roustabout tumbling interwoven. 

Story is slight but unimportant. 
Kenny Baker, owner of a circus, 1s 
harrassed by pursuing James Burke, 
who wants to foreclose the mortgage 
he holds on the outfit. When Baker’s 
bankroll is stolen, Chico and Harno 
call in Groucho to straighten out the 
difficultics. Groucho winds up by 
selling the circus for one perform- 


ance to Margaret Dumont, Baker’s | ‘39. Running time, 89 MINS, 
rich aunt and Newnort social leader. | Audrey Hilton........ ....Dorothy Lamour 
Picture swings along ata fast and | Dr. Tubby Forster Neaweneod Akim Tamiroft 
d ith gar John Wesley Beaven........- John Howard 
zany studde wl | Winifred Judith Barrett 


seauences that will catch audience 
attention for maximum laughs. Marx 
trio gag sequence in miniature quar- 
ters of the midget is a new routine. 
Antics of Chico and Harpo in state- 
room of strongman Nat Pendleton 
nearly wrecking the place and end- 
ing in a storm of feathers: ceiling 
walking evisode in which Groucho 
tries to recover stolen money from 
bosom of Eve Arden, and climax 
bringing all princivals together for 
a wild ride on the flying rings, while 
pursued by the escaped gor\la, are 
all Jaugh-getters of high calibre. 

Of the three tunes, Kenny Baker 
end Florence Rice solo and duet 
‘Step Up and Take a Bow’ and “Two 
Blind Loves.’ Groucho delivers a 
silly comedy tune, ‘Lydia,’ with sev- 
eral choruses, and  knockabout 
tumbling for background. First two 
numbers are not too impressive for 
pop attention, but ‘Lydia’ has a 
chance for radio plugs because of its 
novel swing. 

Chico does his pianolog in circus 
car, while Harpo’s turn for a harp 
solo is set up in the menagerie with 
a produciion and choral background. 
A colored kid band and adult chorus 
(from Hollywood company of ‘Swing 
Mikado’) are used here. Harpo also | 
nabs a juicy quick laugh at checker | 
game, getting advice from his trained 


support for the secondary houses and 
nabes. 

In addition to story which carries 
many surprises and plenty of light- 
ness in its unfolding, fast-paced di- 
rection has been neatly handled to 
accentuate the high spots, and edit- 
ing has pulled it into a compact 
piece of program entertainment. 

Kent Taylor broadcasts daily 
dramatization of current events, and 
gets into libel jam when reporter 
Richard Lane flashes guilty verdict 
of jury in murder trial when vote 
was the opposite. In trying to un- 
cover past of Morgan Conway, 
plaintiff in the libel action against 
the newspaper-owned station, Taylor 
finds Conway’s secretary apparently 
committed suicide several years 
previously. While digging into this 
case, medic Jack Arnold is murdered. 
With guilt spotlighted on Conwzy, 
and particularly strong audience case 
constructed, climax provides a quick 
end startling disclosure that Lilian 
Bond is guilty of the three murders 
involved. 

Tight script prepared by Jerry 
Cady from unusual and non-formula 
original by Wolfe Kaufman, com- 
bined with above par direction for a 
moderate programmer by Leslie 
Goodwins, lifts ‘Sued for Libel’ 
above its class in audience interest. 

Yarn is not allowed to get too 
tense, with Lane and_= gal-scribe 
Linda Hayes teamed to provide sev- 
eral light moments with crossfire. 
Cast is entirely adequate, with Keye 
Luke catching attention for some 
effective voice imitations on the 
radio broadcast. 


DISPUTED PASSAGE 


Hollywood, Oct. 11. 


release of Frank RBorzage- 
Harlan’ Thompson production. Features 
Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, John 
Howard, Directe! by Borzage. Screenplay 
by Anthony Veiiler and Sheridan Gibney, 
based on novel by Llovd C. Douglas; cam- 
era, William C. Mellor; editor, James 
Smith; asst. director, Stanley Goldsmith. 
Previewed at Westwood Village, Oct. 11, 


Paramount 


William Collier, Sr. 


Dr. La Ferrtere..... Victor Varconi 
Mrs. Cunningham......... Elisabeth Risdon 
Lawrence Carpenter:.... Gaylord Pendleton 
Chinese T. Nyi 
coves ¥. Chung 
Lee Ya-Ching 


Paramount has made a most in- 
teresting film drama from Lloyd C. 
Douglas’ novel, ‘Disputed Passage,’ 
the author, in a foreword, thanking 
Par. for ‘preserving the full flavor’ 
of the book. Picture combines skill- 
full craftsmanship in script, direc- 
tion and characterizations in provid- 
ing story of medical-science, and a 
woman’s sacrifice of love for the 
latter, 


‘Disputed Passage’ carries plenty 
of attention arresting factors in its 
dramatic unfolding for favorable 
comment from critics and audiences. 
It’s sufficiently plain in content for 
the general trade, and will draw 
more than passing attention form the 
women with its sacrificial love 
theme. 


Film version is a close translation 
of Douglas’ original, providing strong 


seal. 

One of the slickest cracks at the 
purity-sealers is in Groucho’s episode 
with Eve Arden. Nonplussed at how | 
to recoup the money from her bosom, 
he turns to the camera in closeup 
and remarks, ‘There must be some 
way of getting that money back 
without getting in trouble with the 
Hays office.’ 

‘At the Circus’ is broad, ribald fun 
in familiar pattern to early pictures 
of the Marx Bros. Built for laugh 
purposes, it achieves that most satis- 
factorily. 

Production is topnotch in every 
technical department, with photog- 
raphy by Leonard Smith above par. 
Eddie Buzzell, a stage and vaudeville 
veteran, provides a_ brisk pace 
throughout, keeping one or all of the | 
Marx trio in front of the camera for 
most of the footage, and rightfully 
considering story development a 
secondary factor to the laugh- 
generating content. Irving Brecher’s 
dialog is efiective aid. 


SUED FOR LIBEL 


Hollywood, Oct. 9. 
RKO release of Cliff Reid production. 
Directed by Leslie Goodwins. Screenplay 
by Jerry Cady; original by Wolfe Kaufman: 
camera, Jack MacKenzie; editor, Desmond 


Marquette, Previewed at Hillstreet, L. A,, 
Oct. 9, °39. Running time, 65 MINS. 

Hastings....... dnurston Hall 
Parnell 
Col. White. Gordon 


Chang Howe. Luke 
...-Edward Earle 
»...Jack Arnold 
Roberts 


Mrs. 


Here is an interesting whodunit 
with numerous switcheroos from 
regulation formula to make it highly 
acceptable for dual support. Picture 
would have had chance as top B 
programmer if cast held some 
marquee selling names. As it is, 


drama in conflict of two opposite 


schools of medical science; one ex- 
emplified by the stoical Tamiroff who 
eliminates human factors from his 
pursuit of medicine, and William 
Collier, Sr., who uses psychology in 
ta approach to treatment of human 
ills. 

John Howard enters medical school 
under tutelage of Tamiroff, a stern 
taskmaster. Student and_ scientist 
clash continually, each impersonally 
respecting the abilities of the other. 
On graduation, Tamiroff selects 
Howard as his assistant and gradu- 
ally assigns him to the most difficult 
overations. Dorothy Lamour 
Chinese-reared American orphan, ap- 
peers to provide romantic interest 
with Howard, and couple become 
engaged. 

Tamiroff, convinced that marriage 
for Howard will upset his career, 
forces Miss Lamour to give up the 
match and return to China. When 
Howard discovers Tamiroff’s move, 
he rushes to the orient in pursuit. 
When a makeshift hospital is bombed, 
Howard is seriously wounded, Tami- 
roff flies across the Pacific to per- 
form the delicate operation, and Miss 
Lamour arrives to provide Howard 
with a will to recover. 

Director Frank Barzage guides the 
characters with deftness, providing 
human touches where required, and 
getting dramatic punch into the more 
serious moments. Picture is Bor- 
zage’s first for Paramount in several 
years and, like many of his previous 
efforts, sketches a sincere romance 
against a dramatic background. 

Howard steps along several notches 
with a fine performance as the stu- 
dent and interne who believes hu- 
man factors play a large part in 
medical achievement, despite the op- 
posite tutelage of Tamiroff. Miss 
Lamour, minus any semblance of a 
sarong, and garbed in some smart 
clothes with Oriental motif, is most 
acceptable for the romantic side. 
Tamiroff is lusty and vigorous as the 
noted surgeon and scientist. 


Sued for Libel’ will provide strong 


Much of the action takes place in 


Miniature Reviews 


‘At the Circus’ (M-G). Marx 
Bros. in comedy geared for fine 
b.o. and pop appeal. 

‘Sued for Libel’ (RKO). In- 
teresting program whodunit with 
new twists. Lacking names, a 
good supporter for duals. 

‘Disputed Passage’ (Par.). Fine 
drama of medical science. A 
top-of-the-bill attraction. 

‘Meet Dr. Christian’ (RKO). 
First of series based on radio 
broadcasts. Strong programmer. 

‘Fast and Furicus’ (M-G). 
Franchot Tone and Ann Sothern 
perk a fair comedy-mystery into 
good material for top duals. 

‘Pride of the Bluegrass’ (WB). 
Pleasant ‘B’ picture about a 
blind horse; should do for lower 
dualling. 

‘Manhattan Shakedown’ (War- 
wick). Indie-made for lower half 
of less important duals. 

‘Druga Mlodose’ (Fen). Well- 
made Polish drama, probably one 
of last from that country. 


the medical school and_ hospital. 
Although several operations are de- 
picted; camera shots at odd angles 
do much to soften the tenseness of 
such scenes for large sectors of the 
audience. Picture has been given 
production values throughout, with 
photography by William C. Mellor 
of high merit. 


MEET DR. CHRISTIAN 


Hollywood, Oct. 13. 
RKO release of Stephens-Lang produc- 
tion; produced by William Stephens; asso- 
ciate producer, Monroe Shaff. Stars Jean 
Hiersholt. Directed by bernard 
Screenplay by Ian McLellan Hunter, 


Vorhaus, 
Ring 


Lardner, Jr., and Harvey Gates; original 
by Gates; camera, Robert Pittack; editor, 
Sdward Mann; asst. director, Gordon §S, 
Griffith. Previewed at Hillstreet, L. A., 
Oct, 13, '59. Running time, 68 MINS, 
Anne Hewitt..... Enid Bennett 
FOUN Paul Harvey 
Dom Jackie Moran 
| Maude Eburne 
Patsy Hewitt..... Seaneee Patsy Lee Parsons 
Mrs. Edwards 
CBSE. John Kelly 


First of a series utilizing the Dr. 
Christian character that has become 
popular during the past several years 
on CBS, and first by Stephens-Lang 
for RKO. Jean Hersholt in the title 
role of the kindly and understanding 
country doctor is smart casting that 
should give the series long and 
profitable life as program material 
for the family trade. 

‘Meet Dr. Christian’ is a most ade- 
quate springboard for launching the 
new series. It’s a typical delineation 
of a small town doctor who ministers 
to the medical requirements of the 
community without regard for finan- 
cial rewards. Although story is 
obvious and filled with familiar 
situations, it retains interest due to 
a warm characterization by Hersholt. 
Script includes some light moments 
in adventures of tomboy youngster, 
Patsy Lee Parsons, and adolescent 
puppy love interlude of Jackie 
Moran. Direction by Bernard Vor- 
haus is adequate; same goes for the 
supporting cast. 

Hersholt is more interested in 
keeping citizens of his town healthy 
than psying his bills. His one aim is 
to secure a suitable hospital for the 
town, hut fanfare of new mayor Paul 
Harvey for new schools and roads 
overshadows the doctor’s pleas. But 
Harvey comes around 
the hospital after his young daugh- 
ter’s life is saved by a telicate 
operation performed by Hersholt. 

Picture unwinds at a _ leisurely 
pace, unhurried but still interesting. 
Geared as a moderate budgeter, it’s 
a top entry for the family trade, and 
biz will be enhanced by popularity 
of both the radio program and 
Hersholt 
excellently in the past. 


the balcony, upstairs audience 
showed inclination to kid opening 
credits. when the_ studio claqdaue 


downstairs greeted individual title 
cards. But within two minutes after 
picture got underway. the balcony 
customers were attentive and inter- 
ested, and gave out sincere applause 
at the conclusion, Proving strength 
of picture for the general trade. 


FAST AND FURIOUS 


Metro release of Frederick Stephani pro- 


duction, Stars Franchot Tone and Ann 
Sothern. Directed by Busby Berkeley. 
Original sereenplay by Harry Kurnitz; 


camera, Ray June; editor, Elmo Veron, At 


Criterion, N. Y., week of Oct. 10, °39, 
Running time, 70 MINS, 

Mike Stevens. Bowman 
OG 6560 Allyn Joslyn 
John Miljan 
Bd Connors... Bernard Nedell 
Jerry Beth 
Emmy Margaret Roach 
BEING 544099 Gladys Blake 


Third of the Metro mystery series 


fashioned around the amateur de- 


in favor of | 


in a role he has handled | ; 
| plausible 


tective work of an old-book dealer 
and his wife, this time with Franchot 
Tone and Ann Sothern in the roles, 
is unashamedly a budget lightweight 
but pleasantly entertaining through- 
out. It will take care of the top rung 
in any dual situation and would 
have been eligible as a front-ranking 
comedy-mystery in a class with ‘The 
Thin Man’ had writer Harry Kurnitz 
managed to get more of his laughs 
with lines and situations than some 
of the extreme hoke he employs. 

Aside from attempting to achieve 
humor by dragging an illogical bevy 
of lions into the film by their tails, 
and some lesser bits of buncombe, 
story i« first rate. It’s one of those 
mysteries the audience doesn’t solve 
until the last moment and then walks 
out kicking itself because’ the 
murderer is such an obvious choice. 

A touch of old-fashioned meller is 
added by the killer bringing down an 
elevator on detective Tone and wife 
to get them out of the way, which 
adds another dash of seasoning to 
any already tasty blend of comedy 
and mystery suspense. 

Tone and Miss Sothern are splendid 
bulwarks to the story, too. With 
their flair for light comedy lines and 
nonchalance, it's a happy combina- 
tion. Unfortunately, Tone’s real dra- 


matic ability sometimes’ seems 
wasted in the film, as when he’s 
cowering like a pop-eyed Eddie 


Cantor before a herd of felines. 

Murder locale is a scashore city 
where a bathing bcauty eontest is 
taking place. Bevy of pulchritude 
pleasantly intrudes into the film with 
Tone named as judge and. Miss 
Sothern playfully jealous. First 
murder, which Tone is trying to 
solve to get an innocent friend out 
of the cooler, is followed by a second. 
Suspects and clues pile up neatly 
and the amateur dick gets himself 
into plenty of trouble before he 
solves the mystery. 

Supporting players are all very 
obviously cast, but satisfactory in 
their respective roles. Allyn Joslyn, 
as Tone’s newspaperman-friend, is 
the only one wl» is slightly misfit. 
His overdoing of the standard re- 
porter routine is slightly irksome, 
although somewhat justified by the 
story. 

Busby Berkeley’s direction holds 
‘Fast and Furious’ to a slick clip, 
almost commensurate with its label. 
Film should be an easy coin-maker 
for Metro under the abbreviated 
foreign income situation now pre- 
ailing, for aside from the two top 
names, entire cast is in the medium- 
low pay category and sets are limited 
to unpretentious indoor locales. 
Flossy scenery certainly isn’t missed, 
incidentally. Herb. 


Pride of the Bluegrass 


Bates as the sorely tried father, Ald. 
rich Bowker as an amiably undere 
standing judge, and Sam McDaniels 
as a loyal Negro trainer, who cre- 
ate the most impelling scenes. The 
real star of the production, however 
is director William McGann, who 
handled his players so adroitly. 
‘Pride of the Bluegrass’ is mani- 
festly no prize of the studios. But 
considering its cost and the story 
limitations it involved, it’s a remark- 
able achievement. It deserves to 
coin a neat profit. Hobe. 


Manhattan Shakedown 


Warwick release of Kenneth J. Rishop 
production, Features John Gallaudet 
Rosalind Keith, George MeKay. Directed 
by Leon Barsha, Story, Theodore Tinsley: 
adaptation, Edgar Edwards: editor. Will: 
iam Austin; photography, Georre Meehan, 
At Central, N. Y., dual, week Oct. 12, ’39, 
Running time, 56 MINS, 

Gloria tosalind Keith 
Dr. Stoner..... teginald Hincks 
Hadley Donald Douglas 


Will serve the lesser doubiers as 
the No. 2 feature. Independently- 
made will mean more 
through its saleable title than on any 
other count, the cast having no box- 
office punch, though satisfactory in 
the circumstances. 

Kenneth J. Bishop produced from 
a routine story but one which seeks 
to inject flavor by having the hero 
play a columnist who writes a daily 


stint and also broadcasts. It’s an un- 
mistakable Winchell idea, 

John Gallaudet, a not particularly 
forceful screen type, plays the gabby 
columnist whose principal ambition 
is to run a blackmailing doctor out 
of town. He gets involved deeply, 
but ultimately movs up the phoney 
psycho-analyst. The dauchter of the 
doc, as plevyed by Rosalind Keith, 
is not nearly as impressive on per- 
formance 7s Phyllis Clare, who does 
a gangster’s sister. 

Others in the cast are George 
McKav. as the columnist’s stooge; 
Bob Rideout, good gangster tyne, 
and Reginald Hincks, the doctor, the 
latter very okay. 

Production and directorial detail 
suggests sloppiness. Gallaudet is on 
the air three times. vet the clock in 
the backcround does not entirely 
agree with dialog indicating he’ll be 
hack at the same hour. He went off 
the air the first time at 9 p.m.; the 
second he’s on at 9:12 p.m. 

There is a fight in a night club. 
The extras there as atmosphere 
aren't disturbed the slig. test. several 
of them not even turning their backs 
to see what’s happenins. Both girls 
in the picture also use the same vest- 
vocket automatic. A _ glass-cutting 
joh. takine an entire window out 
with beautiful ease. is another detail 
that brings unintentional lauvhs. 

Char. 


RASPUTIN 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Concord velease of Max Glass production. 
Stars Harry Baur; features Marcelle Chan- 


tol, Pierre Richard Willm, Directed by 
Marcel I.’ Herbier. Adavted from Alfred 
Neumann's novel, ‘Tragedie Imperiale’; 
musie, Dorius Milhaud; camera, A. Kelber. 


At Sdth St. Playhouse, N. Y.. week Oct. 


Warner Bros. nroduction relense. 
Features Edith Fellows and James Me- 
Caltion, Directed by William McGann. 
Original screenvlayv, Vineent Sherman; 
eamera, Ted McCord; dialog director, Harry 
Seymour. At Fox, Brooklvn, Oct. 13, ‘39, 
dual, Running time, 65 MINS, 

Danny LOWMAN. .cccccces: James MeCallion 
Col. Bob Bates 
Dave Miller...... Arthur Loft 
Willie Frankie Burke 
BOCONG. Edgar Edwards 
Mack Lowman...... Butler 
Domino Jones......... eoeee Sam MeDaniels 
Secretary to Stewards....... Walter Fenner 
Lord Shropshire............ Lawrence Grant 
he Great. By Himself 


—- 


. | 
For a minimum-budgeter with a 


Reviewed at preview from back of | : en 
; essence, it follows the familiar out- 


specialized story built around an 
animal, ‘Pride of the Bluegrass’ is a 
surprisingly acceptable B picture. It 
has negligible draw (obviously, a| 
blind horse would be doubtful box- | 
office), but it provides fair enough 
entertainment for the lower duals, 
and it contains some genuinely skill- 
ful direction, with several excellent 
performances. 

Any story tailored to suit a blind | 
horse would necessarily be some- | 
what limited in scope. But although 


its narrative is fairly commonplace, 
‘Pride of the Bluegrass’ is generally | 
and interesting, with a 
number of effective moments. In 


line of the two youngsters who raise 
a colt, persuade the girl’s father to 
enter him in the Kentucky Derby 
and are disconsolate when their 
horse mysteriously falters in the 
streich, losing the race and causing 
the young jockey to be suspended. 
When it is discovered the animal is 
blind, they painstakingly train him, 
secretly enter him in the Grand Na- 
tional and ultimately save the old 
homestead and clear the boy’s and 
his dead father’s reputations. 

_As indicated, that’s hardly a dis- 
tinguished yarn, but shrewd photog- 
raphy and deft direction give it un- 
expected persuasiveness. There are 
few of the transparently contrived 
scenes that usually characterize 
horse-race programmers and at mo- 
ments the story has real force. Of 
course Gantry is the center of the 
story and he makes an admirable 
hero—particularly when it is real- 
ized that he actually is blind. 

_Edith Fellows is passable as the 
girl who induces her father to give 


her pal another chance, but she 
lacks the incisiveness she used to 
exert in malicious parts. James 


McCallion is pleasantly direct as the 
young jockey, but it is Granville 


16, °39. Running time, 93 MINS, 


The Czarina......++.......Marcelle Chantal 
Count Igor Kourloff...Pierre Richard Willm 
Bishop Gregorian. Denis d'ines 
Empress Robinne 
Captain Bloch...... -.--Alexander Rignault 
Grand Duke Nikolaievich....Georges Prieur 


(In French; with English Titles) 

Harry Baur brings probably his 
most powerful characterization to 
the screen in the French-made ver- 
sion of Grigori E. Rasputin’s strange 
life. It is far from the first version 
of the Russian peasant-monk’s life, 
but perhaps the most liberal, un- 
biased treatment. 


French producer Max Glass has 
irepresented Rasputin as being a 
many-sided individual, possessing 


many good qualities but cursed with 
human weaknesses. He has vainted 
his rise to favor with the Russian 
czar’s family as one filled with con- 
tradictory traits. It was entirely a 
bright bit of casting to place Baur in 
such a role, because the contrasting 
whims, moods and developments fit 
him to a nicety. 

‘Rasputin’ is one of the better pic- 
tures to come from France lately. 
Yet, despite fairly smart direction 
and excellent supporting people, it 
misses the target in its final passages. 
As with so many worthy French 
screen efforts, certain obvious weak- 
nesses begin to creep in towards the 
last reels. 

In its present form the picture suf- 
fers from scissoring of the more 
ribald episodes, and could stand 
trimming in the last reel. The &s- 
sassination of the peasant-monk is 
possibly a perfect example of grim- 
ness and bad taste which the Amer!- 
can pictures today wisely have elim!- 
nated. Point-blank firing into Ras- 
putin’s wounded body wines out the 
skillful suspense the director has 
worked up just previously. Looks 
as thoush the director wes so &§- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Stop what doing and take good notice! 
Your theatres have reached gross high, 
have held drama long, that 
topped this attraction! Cagney co-starred 
with Priscilla Lane The Read the 
reviews! Follow the tip! Tell your customers now/ 


Warners for Action! 
arners for Fair Play! Warners for ‘The 
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Some towns report it beating “Alexander’s 


Ragtime Band”... others, “The Rains Came,” 
“Stanley and Livingstone,” or “Kentucky”! 


And audiences everywhere give it the greatest 
ovation in years! 
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PICTURES 


Anti Sunday Films Drive On in Pa.; 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 
Led by Rev. William B. Forney, 
secretary of the Lord’s Day Alliance, | 
Pennsylvania’s blue law forces will 
make a determined effort to close 
down Sunday pictures in at least 18 | 


BUDGETERS FOR WAYNE 


Naturally | 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

In his audience warmup on 
first program of the season, Jack 
Benny introduced Eddie ‘Roch- 
ester’ Anderson as ‘the guy who 
stole my last picture.’ 

Next day he signed him to an 
three-year personal 


the open they, too, would find the 
public on their side. | 

Setting forth a long-perspective | 
viewpoint, Ernst deplored the con-| 
centration in New York City of the 
radio networks and the film produc- 
tion overlords. Such control in radio 
made for better programs, he con- 


exclusive 
contract. 


Following the buildup given John | 


ceded, but he would consider it bet- 
ter to have more inferior programs 


Conference Chides Hays 


Continued from page 3. 


communities at the elections to be | wayne in two pictures by United | 
held Nov. 7. This year’s drive is articts, he is to be put to work on) 
only a warm-up for the campaign 10 | nic home jot, Republic, in a pair of 


CRY OF ‘FIGHT’ (‘FIRE’) 


be waged by the church forces in| 
1940. Dr. Forney said. 

‘Our organization is planning to 
have the Sunday movies issue on the 
ballot in many districts which we, 
lost five years ago, he said. «Under 
the 1935 law repealing the blue laws, | 
the question can be voted upon every | 
five years). 


The communities to vote on 
whether to continue to allow Sun-| 
day films are: Bristol Township, | 


Bucks County: Forty Fort, Luzerne 
County; Shingle House, Potter 
County: New Philadelphia, Schuyl- 
kill County: Wellsboro, Blossberg. 
Mansfield, Elkland and Westfield, 
Tioca County: Roscoe. Washington 
County: Koppel and Fredom, Beaver 
County; Mifflinburg, Union County; 


Bigler Township and Coalport, | 
Clearfield County: Mt. Penn and) 
Vest Reading. Berks County, and 


Black Township, Cambria County. 
Under the 1935 Act, each comm- | 


unity may determine whether it 
wants Sunday pictures. When it 
was originally submitted to the 
voters 164 communities, including | 
Philadelphia, approved Sabbath | 
shows. About 150 rejected them. 
Ignering Ga. Ruling 
Atlanta, Oct. 17. 

Local theatres kept their doors 

open Sunday (15) despite ruling early 


Jast week by Georgia Court of Ap-| 
peals that operation of theatres on | 
Sabbath, with proceeds going to} 
charitable organizations, was illegal. | 
Ruling upheld decision of DeKalb | 
County Superior court and came fol- | 
lowing appeal filed by Southern | 
Theatres, Inc., operators of Avondale | 
theatre, in an Atlanta suburb. Trio! 
of operators of house had been fined 
$100 each and costs for running show | 
on Sundays. | 

Some years back, when Atlanta) 
was without Sunday amusements of | 
any kind, referendum was held and! 
pro-Sunday amusement forces won} 


(after completion of the first film. 


high-budgeters. Herb Yates, Repub- | 
lic chieftain, is prepared to spend | 
around $500,000 on each of the films | 
in the hope that he can push the! 
company now that it has a star on 


tion as merely a maker of cheapies. | 

Similar attempt was made earlier 
this year with ‘Man of Conquest,’ 
for which Rep borrowed Richard 
Dix and other names. It cost about 
$750,000. Yates felt that justified it 
by the prestige it gave the company. | 

Two Wayne pix set are ‘Dark, 
Command’ and ‘Wagons Westward.’ 
‘Wagons’ was originally slated to roll 
first, with ‘Command’ to follow, but 
the order was reversed last week. 
Claire Trevor was inked for support 
of Wayne and ‘Command’ will go be- 
fore the cameras on Nov. 10. ‘Wag- 
ons’ will follow almost immediately 


Miss Trevor will probably appear in, 
that also. Charles Bickford is being 
sought for the heavy. 


Cheer in New Veer 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Richard A. Rowland’s first produc- 
tion for United Artists release, 
‘Three Cheers For Miss Bishop,’ is 
slated to roll Jan. 4. 
Picture will be filmed at Grand 
National. 


‘HOUSE’ STILL DARK 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Walter Wanger’s inability to bor- 
row George Raft from Warners for 
the male lead delayed the start of 
‘The House Across the Bay.’ 
Joan Bennett is slated as femme 
fead and Archie Mayo as director. 


tation, receipts from shows going to 


‘its hands, out of its rutted reputa-| ‘fire,’ 26 persons were injured, one 


| with severe head injuries. 


| started by Louis Carchio, 21, of 28 
| was 


‘was mistaken for ‘fire’ by children 


| the age of 15 years shall be pro- 
| hibited 


| district manager for Associated The- 


Scottish Rite Hospital for Crippled | 


Children. 
Ruling by court now brands even 
this type of operation as violation 


| slated for January shooting. 


STAMPEDES THEATRE 


Providence, Oct. 17. 
the cry of ‘fight’ for 


Mistaking 


seriously, when 200 gallery patrons, 
mostly children, stampeded for the 
nearest exits at the Empire, second- 
run downtown house, Sunday (15) 
afternoon. A seven-year-old boy is 
near death in Rhode Island hospital 
Twenty- 
five others were treated for a va- 
riety of minor injuries, 


Charges of assault and disorderly 
conduct were placed against at 21- 
year old man and a 16-year old boy, | 
as police pressed an_ investigation. | 
According to police, the fight was 


Crout street. Lawrence Manfredi, 
16, of 128 Aborn street, Providence, 
charged with disorderly con- 
duct. Manfredi and others are said 
to have raised the cry of ‘fight’ which 


in the balcony. 

An investigation continued, police 
also sought an interpretation from 
City Solicitor William A. Needham, 
relative to the law governing ad- 
mittance of minors to theatres. Ac- 
cording to Chapter 362, Section 15, 
of the general laws, children under 


in theatres, unless accom- 
panied by and under the charge of a 
person 18 years of age or over. 
Theatre part of neighborhood 
chain operated by Antonio Romano, 


is 


atres. Inc. The Empire is also the 
oldest theatre in downtown Provi- | 
dence. 


STU WALKER’S HEARTACHE 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Stuart Walker succeeded William 

Wright as associate producer on 

Paramount's ‘Broken Heart Cafe,’ 


Wright handled preparation of the 


narrow victory at polls. Since then of blue Jaws, holding that such op- | 
theatres and pro baseball have been | eration was ‘detached business’ and | picture before he checked off the lot 
operating on Sundays without moles- i law reads that it is a violation per se.' 10 days ago. 


‘ 
3 


produced locally. Similiarly 
rapped the Hays ‘regimentation’ that 
he thought blighted the output of 


he | 
/use of policemen as emergency cen- 


ion that ‘Hays would never lead a 
clear-cut, outright, and forthright 
attack on the forces of censorship? 
He and others condemned the Havs 
organization’s tactics, its asserted 
compromises with the clergy and al- 
leged inconsistencies. While fight- 
ing some censorship the Hays office 
ignored other and equally flagrant 


flare-ups of bluenosery, Ernst 
charged. Its failure to protest the 


sors, one time when the New York 


Board got jammed up and behind in 
its own work, was cited. 
Radio ‘By Contrast’ 

Norman Thomas scathingly spoke 
of ‘the Cinderella world of escape’ 
created from Hollywood that was de. 
stroying and undermining the intel- 
lectual environment necessary to so- 
cial advances in the United States, 
He said that compared to the sins of 
the cinema industry in pussyfooting 

Arthur DeBra, educational and and straddling, the radio industry 
civic relations representative of was a model of integrity and pro- 
the Will Hays office, was a much- | gressiveness. 


Hollywood. His theory was that 
censorship was best avoided and 
automatically through diversification 
and thought the Atlantic seaboard 
(and its remote control outpost, 
Hollywood) too dominant in Ameri- 
can life and entertainment influ- 
ences. The real Yankee roots and 
stuff was neglected in the vast in- 
land section, he declared. 

DeBra Badgered 


badgered person at the Saturday; It had previously been stated by 
morning (14) meeting. Brickbats a speaker that Warners’ ‘Confessions 


were hurled at the Hays organiza- | of a Nazi Spy’ and ‘Espionage Agent’ 
tion by Ernst. Thomas, Frank Nu-!and RKO’s ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ 
gent, of the film critic of the N. Y.| proved that the film industry was 


Times, and by various persons among| currently more ‘social problem- 
the 300-odd individuals in the audi- minded’ but Thomas scorned this as 
ence. (a virtue saying instead that such 

Ernst was the most outspoken an- | pictures were clumsy propaganda 


tagonist giving it as his flat opin-iand mischievous. 


Censorship Conference Sidelights 


Elmer Rice Kids Moss 


Elmer Rice, the playwright, lambasted N. Y. License Commissioner Paul 
Moss as ‘a vest pocket Mussolini who once backed a stage play and thinks 
himself an authority on the theatre.’ He ridiculed the commission's alleged 
desire to sit in on the dress rehearsals of legit shows ‘with the view to 
suggesting how the play could be re-written.’ 

Rice cited a Lynn Riggs play where a character in biting into an apple 
complained of the arsenic spray on the skin. He asserted Moss had made 
representations at the time on behalf of the apple-growers’ association to 
have the character discover a worm in the apple instead. 


Film Cuts Need Publicity 


Frank Nugent. film critic of the N. Y. Times, urged that deletions made 
by the censors should be carefully recorded and made public by the in- 
dustry since the censors themselves refused to explain their cuts or defend 
any action they took. Nugent thought publicity would render the censors 
ridiculous and the public would not stand for such capricious behavior. 
The Hays office had been remiss in not following through in this regard, 
he thought. 


Sheuld Leg Radie Time ‘Requests’ 


The American Civil Liberties Union itself came out strongly in favor of 
a requirement that all radio stations be obliged to keep a log-book of 
requests made for free time by persons or organizations together with 
the disposal of the request. Such a log-book should be available to public 
inspection, the union believes, 


Censers Den’t Argue the Point 

Censors of stage plays and films alike invariably favor punitive action 
by police officers and dislike judicial procedure. The censor, it was 
claimed, is conscious that he cuts an absurd figure in front of a jury and 
his natural instinct is to act swiftly, secretly, arbitrarily and to refuse 
absolutely to discuss the matter. That was the standard technique in 
Boston which all the anti-censorites seemed to agree was the stronghold 
of the ‘or else’ system. 


British Infiwence in U. S. A. 

Norman Thomas alluded to a subject several speakers brought up in 
other connections, viz.: British influence in America. He inferred the 
British Empire got all the best of it in Hollywood and cited ‘Gunga Din’ 
as a particularly undesirable sample of dishonest twisting of reality. 

Radio was also accused ‘(by another speaker) of sanctioning abuse of 
Soviet Russia but editing out adverse allusions to the British Empire. 
Sidney Kaye, a CBS attorney, and Elmer Davis, president-to-be of the 
Authors’ League of America, were among those who deprecated the latter 
charge, however, giving it as their view that the European war news over 
the radio was being handled as impartially as could be expected. 


Steinbeck and Public Libraries 

There was considerable discussion of the publie libraries banning John 
Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of Wrath’ novel which a labor union spokesman said 
he believed was a result of a Californian ‘defense’ committee meeting in 
San Francisco. One librarian, however, said that her profession could not 
rise above community sentiment and that it was foolish to see any ‘plot.’ 
As a propagandist Steinbeck did weaken his effectiveness by the use of 
taboo language and it was necessary to remember that the average Amer- 
ican has a deep-seated aversion to vulgarity, strong enough to overshadow 
the message of any novel written in the language of vulgarity. In other 
words, moralizing in immoral language was self-defeating to some extent. 


Radie Stations ‘Like’ Slander Alibi? 

One asperity hurled at the radio stations by the censorship rally was that 
station owners and managers did not sincerely wish to be relieved of their 
present liability at law for suits of slander. 

This was too handy an alibi to use in ducking unwelcome requests for 
time, the suspicious chaps averred. 


Burlesque Called Dull, Harmless 


Burlesque was called dull but harmless by the censorship meeting. 
H. L. Mencken was quoted as once having said that there was never a 
lynching in any town that had a burlesque show. It was praised as 8 
good way to let the fringe of the community de-steam. It was charged that 
the campaign against burlesque in New York City two years before had 
been a smoke screen for a broader maneuver in Albany for censorship but 
the latter had been broken up. 
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Only three other pictures in she last seven years at the 


New York Rivoli Theatre have equalled the business 
of “JAMAICA INN” the Pommer-Laughton May- 
flower Production, released by Paramount. “JAMAICA 
INN” even tops Laughton’s sensational “Beachcomber” 
by 25%. At the Paramount Theatre, New Haven, 
“JAMAICA INN” beat “Beau Geste” and ‘Honeymoon 
in Bali.’ At Allyn Theatre, Hartford, it beat ‘Honeymoon 


in Bali” and “If | Were King”! 
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PICTURES 


McEvoy Takes Charge of New RKO 
Sales Sector; Theatre-Exchange News 


Appointed over a district out of. 


Cleveland for RKO under the re- 
nligned sales setup of the company, 
F. L. McEvoy left Monday (16) to 
take command of his new territory, 
# portion of which was embodied in 
the division handled by Nat Levy. 
Latter recently shifted to Philadel- 
phia, where now making headquar- 
ters. 

McEvoy, for years at the home of- 
fice on sales, will have supervision 
of four branch territories, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Detroit and Indianapolis. 


Cincy’s Cinema Fund 
Cincinnati, Oct. 17. 
Newly-formed Cinema Club of 
Cincinnati is setting up a $1,000 fund 
for welfare of any of its 40 members, 
who pre film and cinema accessories 
salesmen. Officers are Rudy Knoepfle, 


president; John S. Allen, vice- 
president: Pete Niland, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Clifton theatre, nabe, operated 


since 1929 by Saul M. Greenberg and 
Harold Krent, was sold Saturday 
(14) to Mannie Marcus, who has a 
chain of houses in Indianapolis and 
Fit. Wayne, Ind. New owner plans to 
spend $35,000 in modernizing the 
house. 


Schreiber Heads Col. Variety 
Columbus, Oct. 18. 
C. Harry Schreiber, RKO city 
roanager, elected chief barker of the 


Variety Club (Tent No. 2), and will | 


take office on Jan. 1. He succeeds | 
Bill Pullin, Sr., of the Linden thea- | 


tre. Virgil Jackson, Uptown theatre, | 


and Lou Holleb, New, are the new 
vice-presidents. Held over are secre- 
tary P. J. Wood, ITO secretary, and 
Jake Luft, treasurer. 


Newly elected directors are: Mike | 


Cullen, Loew’s western division 
ynanager: Don Burrows, WBNS; Bill 
Cunningham, dramatic critic for The 
Citizen, and 
Co. Max Stearn, Southern theatre, 
and Bill Pullin are holdover direc- 
tors. The directors, plus the officers, 
constitute the club’s governing board. 


Oakland's New Newsreeler 


Oakland, Oct. 17. 

Another newsreeler added with 
the Franklin, operated by Laws- 
Biumenfeid, 
improvements and the addition of a 
free coffee-and-doughnut parlor 
where the sinkers will be doled out 
from noon to 1 p.m. Bob McHale, 14 
years manager for Fox-West Coast, 
resigned at the Senator here to re- 


place Bob Harvey in Laws-Blumen- 
feld outfit. The Broadway, operated 
| by Golden State, already started fea- 
‘turing a newsreel program. 

After spending some $50,000 reno- 
vating the Roosevelt, one-time Pant- 
|ages, E. J. La Marre preparing to 
open with vaudfilm next month. 


Denver Exhibs’ Casualties 


| 

Art England. Harry Kalmine and 
Harry Feinstein named delegates to 
the national convention in Dallas) 
next spring. 
Bernard Davis appointed manager | 
of WB's Victor theatre in McKees-, 
port, Pa., succeeding late J. A. ane | 
Donald, who died two weeks ago, | 
Davis had been MacDonald's assist- | 
ant for some time. 
Moe Gould, former local film man 
who has been a patient at the Will: 
Rogers Memorial Hospital in Sar- | 
anac for several years, was dis-| 
charged from that institution a few | 
weeks ago, is back in harness again. | 
He has joined the sales staff of Irv-| 
ing Dietz and George B. Josack, dis- 
tributors of fight pix in this territory, 
WB has just taken over from 
the Manos circuit, the Palace in | 
Tarentum, Pa., which Mike Manos 


Denver, Oct. 17. 

Bert Nolan, former film man, | 
broke his shoulder and incurred cuts 
‘on his face when he tripped and fell 
on the stairs at his hotel. Now 
hospitalized. 

Atlas Theatres again operating the 
Jewel, Denver, taking house back 
‘from R. A. Allem, who leased the 
spot year ago. Atlas retaining E. J. 
| Ward as manager. 

Casey Edinger, owner of the Zara, | 
Denver, up and around following 
serious heart attack. 

Robt. Garland, manager of south- 
ern district Intermountain division 
Fox theatres, slowly improving fol- 
lowing the amputation of left arm, 
necessary because of injuries re- 
ceived in auto accident. Garland 


recently purchased at a_ sheriff's 
sale. Manos sold all his inter- | 
ests to WB 10 vears ago but has of | 
late been building a new circuit, | 
However, in no situation does he op- | 
erate in opposite to Warners. At pres- | 
ent, he is making plans to construct | 
a new spot in nearby Blairsville, Pa. 

A. and I. Josephs purchased Tri- 
angle here from Mort and Art Eng- 
land. Josephs inactive in operation 
here for eight years, when they sold 
their Model to WB. They'll take 
over Triangle around Jan. 1. 

Harris Amus. Co. has taken over | 
new Manos theatre now nearing! 
completion in Jeanette, Pa. Deal) 
was consummated last weel between | 
Mike Manos, who designed and built | 


given another blood transfusion in 
effort to improve his condition. | 
Robert Selig, manager of exploita- | 
tion for Fox theatres, has thrown | 
away his crutches after hobbling on | 
them after he broke his foot playing 


| manager of Harris outfit. 


house, and John H. Harris, general | 
New the- 
atre makes the 21st link in Harris 
chain. Jeanette site is a 1,200-seat- 
er and will open first week in No-| 
vember. 


softball. 
| The Hiawatha, Denver Fox house. | 
‘added to the weekly Ford. piano and | 
cash giveaway hookup. This makes | 
11 of the 12 Denver Fox houses 1n | 
on the drawing, with only the Broad- 
way left out. The Hiawatha also | 
using Mexican films when available. | 

Herschel Wheeler, Mesilla Park, | 


Milwaukee Variety Elects 


Milwaukee, Oct. 17. 
Variety Club’s newly elected offi- 
cers: Oscar Olson, chief barker; 
Jack Frackman, treasurer, and Ben- 
jamin Miller, secretary. New board 
members are Frank Clarke, Frank 
Fisher, Harold Fitzgerald, Frackman, 


|'which he does. 
bibling carouser not adverse to ogling 


Film Reviews 


RASPUTIN 


(Continued from page 14) 


tounded at the horrendous import of 
this death scene that he forgot how 
to wind up his story. 

Despite these flaws, the production 
looks suited for arty foreign-lan- 
guage houses, with the Baur name 
certain to help. Oddly enough, it is 
one of the strongest films on Russia 
to be made in Europe, and it was not 
produced by the Soviets. 

Whole interest is concentrated on 
Rasputin from the time he is seen 
making his simple ‘miracle healings’ 
in Siberia until he enters the service 
of the royal family, after saving the 
ezar’s son from impending death. 
Because of this, Baur has every 
chance to dominate the entire film, 
Whether as the wine- 


the gals or as the ‘healer’ who would 


| sway the czar into helping the peas- 


ants, his interpretation of the char- 
acter is a many-faceted one that 
holds attention in any mood, 
Marcelle Chantal, Pierre Richard 
Willm, Jean Worms, Jany Holt and 
Carine Nelson shine in the support. 
Jany Holt displays most potentiali- 
ties, although earlier scenes seem 


| slightly doctored by the shears. 


Glass has supplied strong  back- 
grounds to mount the production, 
while Marcel L’Herbier’s direction is 
satisfactory until those final passages. 

Wear. 


— 


An Englishman’s Home 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Oct. 5. 


release of Aldwych pro- 
duction, Features Mary Maguire, Edmund 
Gwenn. Directed by Albert de Courville. 
Screen adaptation, Tan Hav, Edward Knob- 
lock, from stage play by Guy du Maurier; 
additional dialog, Rodney Ackland, Rob 


Tnited Artists’ 


N. M., made manager of Pace, Gor- 
don, Neb., succeeding Howard Allen, 


who died recently of heart attack. 


Jeffrey Goldsol, Budd | 


reopened after minor | 


B. C. Depron, newcomer in ex-, 
hibitor field, took over the Walsh. 
at Walsh, Colo. 


Latta Heads Pitt Variety 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 

C. J. Latta, asst. zone mgr. for WB 
here, elected chief barker of Vari- 
ety Club, Tent No. 1, for 1940. He'll 
‘take over from Ira Cohn, 20th-Fox 
' exchange chief. Other new Officers 
'named include: Burtus Bishop, Jr.. 
'Metro head, first assistant chief 
barker; C. J. Kellenberg, 20th, sec- 
ond assistant; Al Weiblinger, of Phil- 
adelphia Co., property master, and 
Mike Shapiro, indie exhibitor, treas- 
'urer (reelected). Board of directors 
consist of George D. Tyson, Mike 
| Gallagher, I. Elmer Ecker, Brian 
| MacDonald, Morris Rosenberg and 


| New York Theatres 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


| Mantzke, George Levine, Miller, Ol- 
'son, Jack Painter and Jack Silliman. 


Edmunds; camera, Mutz Greenbaum. Henry 


Edward Mitchell. . 
The Grand, operated by A. C. 


and nine admission tickets last week. 

Harry Perlewitz, 
Independent Theatres’ Protective 
Association of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, Allied unit, acting as 
prexy until election end of this 
month, due to the death of Edward 
F. Maertz. 


Bellman Heads Rep. in Buff 
Buffalo, Oct. 17. 

Jack Bellman, former eastern dis- 
trict manager for Republic, becomes 
Buffalo branch manager succeeding 
Nat Marcus who returns to his for- 
mer salesman position. 

Avon, Syracuse, taken over from 
George Smith by Al Gilbert. 

Tom Walsh of Comerford circuit 
back on the job after hospital con- 
finement. 

The Variety Club of Buffalo has 
re-elected Robert T. Murphy as 
Chief Barker for a second term. 
Other officers elected were Sidney 
Lehman, first assistant: Kenneth G. 
Robinson, second assistant, and Wil- 


Starts Oct. 20 


ZORINA 


™ “ON YOUR TOES” 


In Person 


HAL KEMP 
Time to Shine Radio Revue 


STRAND 25¢,%°, 


Friday - 


AND 
GRCHESTRA 


Thursday 


Lest Times Today |“GOLDEN BOY” 


“THE STAR 
AKER” B, Stanwyck 
—— Wm. Holden 
In Person 
Lou Holtz In Person 
Vrances Faye TED FIO RITO 
& Orch., Others 


Sylvia Froos 


HELD OVER 


“JAMAICA INN” 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 
UNITED RIVOLI 4 
a th st. 


ARTISTS 
Deors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


cry MUSIC HALL 
“MR. SMITH GOES 


TO WASHINGTON” 


| 


TIMES 


Open 10 a.m, 
Untold Story of 
the Last Wer! 


WALLACE BEERY in 


“THUNDER AFLOAT” 


Seon—“BABES IN ARMS" 


Broadway let Street 


Coming 


PARAMOUNT. 


SQUARE 


Centinuous from 10 a.m 
Pep, Prices. 25¢ to! p.m 


S'way ond ate Show 11:05 pm Nightt: 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’'s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 5th MONTH 


liam E. J. Martin, secretary and 
| treasurer, 


Elder Folds One 
Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 

Robert Elder closed his Arlington 
after operating a year at l5c gate. 

S. Katanik building 750-seat house 
in Sierra Madre, open by Christmas. 

Norman Newman, head booker for 
RKO, moved to Columbia as office 
manager, succeeding Max Meyers, 
resigned. Howard Clark gets New- 
man’s old job. 

Fox West Coast took over the op- 
eration of the Egyptian, Maywood. 
from Gene O'Keefe. 


Rome Heads Balte Variety 
Baltimore, Oct. 17. 


sees J. Louis Rome re-elected Chief 


Durkee, William Hicks, Nick Weems, 


‘Light’ Up for Sherman 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 


the Western Stars’ yesterday (Mon.), 
‘the seventh of his quota of 10 pic- 
tures for Paramount release in 1939- 
40. 

Remaining to be filmed are ‘The 
Ne’er Do Well’ and two Hopalong 
Cassidy features. 


Variety Club’s new slate of officers | 


Barker, with rest of officers selected | 
from board, which includes Frank H. | 


Harry Sherman rolled his ‘Light of 


Retained on the board are Charles London, Running 
at a Ed Weisfeldt and Sam| William Brown............. Edmund Gwenn 
urman. ...Mary Maguire 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kenyon has taken | Brandt. ..... -Paul von Hernried 
) 
over the Parkway, Greenwood, from Geoffrey Richard 
W. A. Potter. Lloyd Kenyon, her| Billy Brown........ one Tester 
over the Rex, in Washburn, from| = ark Lester 


Originally a play by an anonymous 


Gutenberg. relieved of $25 in change | eo or, who turned out to be Guy 


iz manager OF | was successful in its intent—to jolt 


Maurier, ‘An Englishman’s Home’ 
157 performances in 1909, and 


England out of its unpreparedness 
apathy. 
Starting slowly, the story gains in 


for propaganda it will serve its pur- 
| pose and should do business in this 
country, but is hardly important 
enough to rank as a big feature in 
the U. S. 

‘Home’ has been brought up-to- 
date for filming. It depicts such an 
}invasion, utilizing German _ radio 
transmission in giving directional 
|code signals to Teutonic aircraft for 
|bombing England. This is success- 
| fully accomplished, but despite the 
| transmission of beams to direct the 
| main air attack against London, the 
;enemy is repulsed. It’s a powerful, 
but unlikely, situation. 
| The three principal players are 
| Edmund Gwenn, as an busi- 
|ness man who resides with his fam- 
|ily in the country; Mary Maguire, as 
| his daughter, who loves Paul Von 
| Hernried as a member of a foreign 
| €spionage service, palpably designed 
as a German. Gwenn is a typical 
John Bull type and gives a solid per- 
formance. Miss Maguire is pleas- 
antly sweet and Von Hernried typi- 
fies to a nicety the spy who is ap- 


| parently genuinely in love with the | 


girl, but places duty before his per- 
sonal feelings. 

| Remainder of the cast is generally 
| competent, and direction all that the 
| script demands. But it’s too slow for 
|American audiences. Production not 
elaborate, judged by Hollywood 
standards, and lighting leaves much 
to be desired. Jolo. 


DRUGA MLODOSC 


(‘Secend Youth’) 
(POLISH MADE) 


Polish-American Film release of Feniks 
production, Features Marie Gorcezynska. 
Directed by Michael Waszynski. At Miami, 
|N. Y., week Oct. 12, Running time, 82 
MINS, 


| 


Joe Young, Eddie Sherwood, Joe Maria Gorezynska 
Grant, William K. Saxton, Rodney | AUGWiKectreeseececees K. Junosza Stepowski 
Spectacular Stage Productions Collier, Elmer Nolte, Ed Kimpel and | paul... 1 
HELD OVER Jerry's Grandmother...Sltanislawa Wysocka 
| JIMMY Detroit, Oct. 17. ....Elzbieta Krynska 
(Sehnozsle) added two more Michigan houses to | ‘ramara’a Jarszewska 
JACKIE COOPER DURANTE string with formal opening of the | Butler..............c00......St. Hnydzinsk} 
Garden in Flint, and the Gladmer in H, Malkowski 
E Y E RUSS MORGAN 
BETT FIELD and Band Lansing. ‘ 
(In Polish; no English Titles) 


This is probably one of the last 
films to be made in Poland before 
Germany’s annexation, and is bound 
to produce sentimental reaction from 
audiences due to several scenes of 
the Warsaw that was. 
tion was audible when caught. 

Triangle plot could have been 
shortened in the telling, but it wun- 
reels as well made and well acted. 
Dressed throughout in 
settings, occasionally lavish, in keep- 
ing with the station in life of the 


= 


impetus as it goes along. Designed | 


Such reac- | 


expensive | 


'family involved, the film also has 
advantages of good camera work and 


| lighting. 
Heavily dramatic from start to 
finish, with few lightly treated 


scenes, it tells the story of a woman 
(Maria Gorezynska) who falls in 
love with a fickle fellow the same 
age as one of her two grown sons. 
She goes away with him only to be 
discarded in turn when her para- 


mour falls for a younger femme 
whom he rescues in a mountain 
storm. Some impressive camera 


work figures in these shots of storm, 
snowslides, ete. 

Realizing she lost the one whom 

she gave up husband and home for, 
Miss Gorezynska starts on a round of 
European capitals and gambling 
palaces, finally returning grayed and 
broken to catch a glimpse of her 
sons. There’s a reunion with the 
younger in the street and she’s taken 
home where her husband refuses to 
listen to the pleas of both boys to 
reconcile. It’s finally accomplished 
at a touching last scene wherein the 
wayward woman finds she’s a grand- 
mother and is fendling the babv 
when the husbarfd. an industrial ty- 
soon, walks into the room. 
_ Films main fault is in length and 
it’s apparent in the current run-off 
that it was originally longer. It 
jumps erratically at times, and the 
transformation from good looking, 
soft spoken gentlewoman, to the 
broken and grayed repentant who 
contemplates suicide before the finale 
reunion, is entirely too sudden, 

Performances of the various play- 
ers are good. K. Junosza Stepowski, 
as the discarded husband, shows up 
best. In appearance and acting stvle 
resembles Akim Tami- 
roff. 


‘SAM HOUSTON’S SON 
LOSES AGAIN VS. REP. 


San Antonio, Oct. 17. 

The suit of Andrew Jackson Hous- 
ton, son of General Sam Houston, to 
| prevent showing of ‘Man of Con- 
| quest’ (Republic) and to collect dam- 
'ages claimed due for slander, came 
| to an end in Galveston after the ap- 
|} peals court affirmed the adverse de- 
| cision of the courts in Houston. 
| Decision is based on the fact that 
publication of libel cannot be en- 
| joined, 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
| ‘Bomber No. 6’ is new tag on ‘Eyes 
of the Army’ at Warners 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ is release 
title for ‘Abraham Lincoln Boggs’ at 
Republic. 
20th-Fox switched from ‘Jubilo’ to 
‘Shooting High.’ 
Metro’s ‘The Runaway,’ nee ‘Patsy,’ 
wound up as ‘The Bad Little Angel.’ 
‘Daytime Wife’ became ‘First Kiss’ 
at 20th-Fox. 
‘Philo Vance Comes Back’ became 
‘Calling Philo Vance’ at Warners. 
20th-Fox switched from ‘By the 
Dawn's Early Light’ to ‘Barricade.’ 
Paramount switched from ‘Women 
Behind Bars’ to ‘Women Without 
Names.’ 
‘City of Lost Men’ at Warners be- 
came ‘Years Without Days.’ 
Columbia shifted from 
Cargo’ to ‘Mutiny on the Seas.’ 
‘Santa Fe Marshal’ new tag on 
| ‘Medicine Show’ at Paramount. 
Harry Sherman switched 
| ‘Gun Chores’ to ‘Four Aces.’ 
| ‘The Mad Maestro’ is release title 
| for ‘Overture’ at Metro. 


‘Wlicit 


from 


STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Producers Pictures bought ‘Gold 
bw Mothers,’ by William A. Ullman, 

Charlies R. Rogers’ purchased 
‘Somewhere in England,’ by William 
A. Pierce and Mildred Barish. 
Metro acquired screen rights to 
‘A Long Time Ago,’ stage play by 
Phillip Dunning and Philo Higley. 
Lawrence Pohle and ‘Thomas 
Aherne sold their yarn, ‘Marching 
As to War,’ to 20th-Fox. 


Ernest and Frederica Maas sold 
their ‘Miss Pilgrim's Progress’ to 
20th-Fox. 


Republic purchased Arnold Be- 
gard’s ‘Wolf of New York.’ 

Wilson Collison sold his novel, 
‘Moon Over Burma.’ to Paramount. 

Stephens-Lang Productions pur- 
chased Dr, John Wilste’s novel, ‘Dr. 
Eustace.’ 

Paramount bought Edward H. 
Griffith’s yarn, ‘In Old Virginia.’ 

Boris Morros took an option on 
‘The Hero,’ by Melchior Lengyel. 


PERSONAL MAID 
Young woman, white, desires 
work with. actress; experi- 
enced in theatre and studio; 
drives car, typewrites, facials; 
manicurist. California and 
New York reference. Variety, 
Box 16, New York City. 
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@ RIO DE JANEIRO @ BATAVIA ® ROME @ SINGAPORE © CAPETOWN @ SYDNEY ® JOHANNESBURG @ MOSCOW @ MELBOURNE @ BRISBANE® CALCUTTA © 


TOOK WAR!!! 


TO BRING THE GREATEST INTERNATIONAL SHOWMAN 
AND BOXOFFICE ATTRACTION TO YOUR DOOR 


DANTE 


AND HIS BIG INTERNATIONAL COMPANY IN HIS MYSTERY REVUE 


Featuring Mary Dante and Moi-Yo-Miller, Australia’s Most Beautiful Woman 


A BOMBARDMENT 
OF BEWILDERMENT 


A SERIES OF 
MODERN MIRACLES 


- 


EVERY FEATURE A NOVELTY NEW TO AMERICA 


ALHAMBRA, 
WEST END, LONDON 
1 month 


KING'S THEATRE, 
MELBOURNE, AUS, 
5 months (prolonged) 


CIRCUS, STOCKHOLM 
3 months (prolonged) 


CIRCUS, COPENHAGEN 
2 months (prolonged) 


ADRIANO, ROME 
weeks (prolonged) 


RUSSIA 
32 months 


SCANDINAVIA 
11 months 


EMPIRE, PARIS 
4 weeks 


GLASGOW 
1 month (return) 


EDINBURGH 
1 month (return) 


BIRMINGHAM 


1 month (return) 


CASINO THEATRE, 
BUENOS AIRES 
6 months (prolonged) 


WINTER GARDENS 
WEST END, LONDON 
2 months 


EMPIRE, 
JOHANNESBURG 
6 weeks (prolonged) 


OPERA HOUSE, 
CAPETOWN 
4 weeks 


CARLTON, SHANGHAI 
2 months (prolonged) 


ITALY 
9 months 


BRUSSELS 
1 month 


THEATRE OF VARIETIES 
PRAGUE 
3 months (prolonged) 


SCALA, BERLIN 
6 weeks 
(Contract extended 4 to 6 
weeks) 


JAPAN 
3 months 


OSAKA 
210,000 paid admissions in 8 
weeks 


THEATRE ROYAL, 
SYDNEY, AUS, 
3 weeks 


ENGLAND 
3 years without an open 
week 


G3 @ MOSSV1D @ YSLSSHONVW @ WVHONIWYIG @ @ NITENG @ @ OAGIASLNOW @ NVSYNG @ 


After 10 years’ association with HOWAR | Since then it has appeared, 
not only as described on this page, but in every country of the world to enormous business, each date with prolongations or returns and all 
in first class theatres as an entire evening’s production, with the only show of its kind in the world. UNSURPASSED ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR ALL CLASSES, ALL AGES, ALL NATIONALITIES. Not a Film, but THE MOST STUPENDOUS MYSTERY SPECTACLE EVER STAGED 
BY THE WORLD’S GREATEST MASTER OF MAGIC AND ILLUSION in his ORIGINAL MYSTERY REVUE, ‘‘SIM-SALA-BIM”’ 


AT LAST — THE PERFECT MAGICIAN! 


And NOW AMERICA—RADIO—PICTURES—CINEMAS—THEATRES—VARIETY—TRY WM. MORRIS, N.Y. 


P.S.—Confirmation of the above statements upon request 


HAMBURG © VIENNA @ VENICE @ PRACUE @ MARSEILLE @ NAPLES @ SHAN CHAI © ANTWERP @ TOKIO @ BANGKOK @ NICE © MILANO @ HONGKONG @ PEKING @ AUCKLAND @ FLORENCE @ PORTO RICO @ MANILA © WELLINGTON 


SVW1Wd SV1 @ @ @ WYHONILLON NOGNO1 @ HDYNSNI 


® SAO PAULO @ MADRID @ BRUSSELS @ BURMA @ BOMBAY @ GOTEBURG ® STOCKHOLM @ AMSTERDAM @ PARIS @ COPENHAGEN @ OSLO @ BERLIN @ 
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Kate Smith West for Bacher’s $ 
Ist Tieup of Film Studio, Radio; 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Radio director Bill Bacher will 
siage one motion picture ‘premiere’ 
each month as an interpolated part 


in various standard sponsored radio 
enteriainments. The first tie-up is 
with the Kate Smith program for 
Grape-Nuts, which will originate in 
Hollywood for a single performance 
im order to include Bacher’s preview 
version of Fox-20th Century’s ‘Drums 
Along the Mohawk,’ which will con- 
sume 30 minutes of ihe usual Friday 
8-9 p. m. spot. 
Under the Bacher proposal, in 
which Louella Parsons figures as 
chairman of the committee selecting 
*the film of the month’ radio sponsors 
will get film stars, story and produc- 
tion free in return for the network 
hook-up which the publicity depart- 
ments of the studios can deadhead. 


Clearing the Details 


Racher has been clearing the de- 
tails and necessary sanctions on this 
radio-film swap for some time. How- 
ever, the studios are keeping their 
fingers crossed awaiting theatre re- 
action.. The Kate Smith trial balloon | 
goes up Nov. 3. She will take all her 


Real Mr. Lapidus 


Detroit, Oct. 17. 

Because Lon Holtz’s ‘Mr. La- 
pidus’ caused him to suffer con- 
stant jibes from friends, Hyman 
Lapidus has petitioned Probate 
Court for permish to change his 
name to Hy Lenard. 

‘ Case comes up Nov. 16. 


KSD Opposes AFRA Status 
Similiar to KMOX, St. L.; 


Vic Connors Negotiates 


St. Louis, Oct. 17. 
Vie Connors, executive secretary 
of the San Francisco chapter of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists is huddling with George Bur- 


bach, advertising manager of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, which owns and 
operates KSD, over a new wage pact 
for the 14 AFRA merabers employed 
by the station. One of the questions 
to be decided is whether KSD is on 


company west save Abbott and Cos- 
tello, who are in the Broadway legit 
*Streets of Paris,’ hence not Pullman | 
prospects. | 

Fox company will pay all ex- 
penses, including David Broekman’s 
30-man musical backing of ‘Drums.’ 
Bacher will work with Mary Edith 
Stah] and writers Harry Kronman 
end Hal Block. General Foods will 
get Claudette Colbert and Henry 
Fonda as the cufio stars. Kate Smith 
will be narrator, and Miss Parsons | 
wiil make the introductions. 


Ciassifying Shows 
Chief Duty of N.A.B.’s 


Accounting Committee 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

Appoiniments to the VAB account- 
ing committee for the present year 
were belatedly handed out last week 
by Neville Miller. First chore will 
be to devise a uniform program log 
which will enable all industry mem- 
bers to classify programs with great- 
er ease and give a better check on 
the way radio time is consumed. (As- 
sociation of National Advertisers re- 
cently standardized its classification 
of program types.) 

Chairman is C. T. Lucy, WRVA, 
Richmond, whose associates include 
H. W. Batchelder, WFBR, Baltimore; 
S. R. Dean, CBS; E. J. Gluck, WSOC, 
Charlotte, N. C.; N. L. Kidd, WSYR, 
Syracuse, and Harry F. McKeon, 
NEC. 


RUN STREET BUS 


| 


SYSTEM BY RADIO, 


Detroit, Oct. 17. 
First such system in world, De- 
froit Street Railway, is erecting a 


250-watt high frequency radio sta- | 


tios to conirol its city bus system. | 
FCC has assigned WALJ as call let- 
ters. 

DSR commish has appropriated 
$26.345 for station, and mikes will | 
be located in Majestic building down- | 
town. Fifty DSR inspectors will | 
patrol main streets in small coupes, 
equipped with two-way radios. 
Buses will be kept on skeds, re- 
routed when necessary, and service 
coordinated by these inspectors, 

At present DSR inspectors stand 
on street corners and communicate 
with bus drivers as they pass. 


 AFRA Raps Grace Glasser 


Hollywood, Oct. 17 

First punitive action by the Amer- 
jean Federation of Radio Artists 
against a talent agency for asserted- 
ly underpaying on audition rate re- 
sulted in Grace Glasser outfit being 
paced of AFRA’s unfair list. 

No AFRA members are permitted 
to work for agency and screen actors 
Guild and other four affiliates have 
been asked to take similar action. 


| Stack-Goble 


a parity with KMOX, the local 50,000 
| watter of CBS. The station execs 
strongly deny any parity pointing 
out its power, rates and time on the 
air are dissimilar to KMQX, Con- 
nors affected a new AFRA wage 
pact with KMOX last July. 

While Connors is in town he also 
will organize a local branch of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists as 
there are more than 200 entertainers 
employed in hotels, niteries, in this 
zone eligible for membership. Con- 
nors believes St. Louis will be one 
of the strongest AGVA branches. 

Also on Connors’ agenda is the 
hillbilly situation which affects 
KMOX, KWK, WEW and KXOK. 
The billies have been trying for 
months to learn whether they are 
eligible for membership in the Musi- 
sians Union or AFRA. Connors has 
had one huddle with Sam P. Meyers, 
prez of Local No. 2, A. F. M. and 
there is a possibility the hillbilly 


|question may be decided after the 
| KSD huddles are ended. 


STACK-GOBLE REQUIRED | 
TO ANSWER GROMBACH 


Supreme court justice Lloyd 
Church in N.Y., Monday (16), denied 
an application by Fred C. Waring, 
Advertising Agency, 
Inc., Grove Laboratories, Inc., and 
| John O’Connor to vacate a demand 
| by Grombach Productions for a bill 
lof particulars, and ordered a further 
bill to be served in 20 days. 

Action seeks $60,000 claiming that 
the plaintiff, in business of originat- 
jing radio programs, submitted an 
idea to the agency entitled ‘Stop, 
Look and Listen,’ for the purpose of 
finding a sponsor, and instead, the 
idea was turned over to Waring for 
his personal use, without payment. 


Raymond Hollingsworth, Amarillo, 
merchandising manager, now at 
| KHSA, San Antonio. 


JOAN EDWARDS © 


Ben Gross of the New York Daily 


News said: “Joan Edwards is 
competing with the top-notch stars 
of popular songdom ... and doing 
it successfully, Her intoning helped 
to make the VT’aul Whiteman pe- 
riod something worth hearing .. .” 
Currently appearing at the Hotel 
New Yorker with Paul Whiteman. 
Direction: HENRY DAGAND 

1270 Sixth Ave. New York 


FALSE ARREST SUIT 
RECOILS ON WGAR 


Cleveland, Oct. 17. 

Station WGAR has been served 
with an action for $100,000 damages 
by Max Goldstein, a local citizen. 
Exact date of the allegedly injurious 
broadcast is not given, but legal 
documents cite a crime-dramatiza- 
tion that originated at WGAR’'S sis- 
ter station, WJR, Detroit. 

Incident is an aftermath of a case 
of false arrest in a fashionable sub- 
urb, Shaker Heights, over a year 
ago. An over-zealous gendarme 
dressed up as a woman in a stunt 
to capture a mysterious’ purse- 
snatcher. Cop jumped on Goldstein 
as a suspect. Latter was fully ex- 
onerated and the cop was forced to 
quit the police force. Meantime the 
local newspaper had gone the full 
route in playing up the arrest. 


Mennen May Tour 


Col. Steopnagle Show 


Mennen Tale will send its Quixie 
Doodle noveliy program (Col. 
Stoopnagle, m.c.) to Philadelphia 
Oct. 27 in connection with the local 
Auto Show. This will serve as a 
test to determine the future course of 
| the program. Sponsor may decide 
to rotate the program from city to 
city, instead of keeping it in New 
York. 

Program is _ 10-station hookup 
heard over Mutual and the thought 
is that better exploitation angles 
would result from touring the at- 
traction, 


Special Producer For 
KDKA Morning Shows 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 
Russell Pratt, known as ‘Doctor 
Sunshine’ on KDKA, has been ap- 
pointed morning production and pro- 

gram supervisor of the station. 
Post is a new one, designed to 
relieve Derby Sproul of heavy load 
he’s been carrying lately. Latter 
continues as program~+roduction 
head on all afiernoon an@ evening 


shows. 


Through a Frosted Window 


advertising craft. 


goes into radio to sell goods. 
is Circulation. 


Here's how he rolls off his dialectics on the subject. 
The first thing his medium must have 
His next requirement is the right mode of telling his 
story, namely, Intensity of Impression. 
dent on the purchaser’s consciousness, or subconsciousness, it must be 
repeated often, and the label for this angle of the catechism is Fre- 
quency. After that all the advertiser has to consider is the advertising 
allowance that he can make on the article that he is selling. 
This the syllogist terms Value of Prospect. 


An agency exec who rates as 2 major buyer of spot time submits 
the thesis that for a manufacturer of a small-priced article with a 
frequent turnover to be successful in radio it is necessary that it (the 
manufacturer) maintain several programs throughout the week. The 
agency man has wrapped up his theory in the usual abracadabra of the 


An advertiser 


If the story is to make a deep 


VALLEE GOES WEST; 
LOU HOLTZ ALSO 


Rudy Vallee and Lou Holtz, who 

worked together for a while on the 
former’s own hour, are moving out 
to Hollywood to fill in a couple other 
J. Walter Thompson shows. Vallee 
takes over the m.c. spot in the Chase 
& Sanborn Coffee program Nov. 12 
for four weeks, while Holtz steps 
into the Bing Crosby-Kraft stanza 
Nov. 9. Holtz is guaranteed two 
weeks but if he clicks he'll likely 
stay until Dec. 7, when Bob Burns 
returns from his vacation. 
Vallee’s entry into the C.&S. Sun- 
day night hour comes the week 
after Nelson Eddy moves out of the 
period,. and permanently so. Don 
Ameche returns from his vacation 
Dec. 10. 


Suit vs. Roadside Eatery 


Jamaica, L. I., Oct. 17. 
A motion for $700 summary judg- 
ment against Chicazola, Inc., 


Rego Park, not far from the World’s 
Fair, was lost in Jamaica municipal 
court by James L. Scribner, 
artist of ‘The Johnson Family.’ 


tracted to pay him $100 weekly from 
July 1 to Aug. 12 for promotion 
work, but that he still has $700 due. 
The restaurant, however, contended 


that it paid him part of the money 
and allowed him $100 worth of food 
and drinks ‘on the cuff,’ and 
vanced $225 for radio wiring. 
The restaurant was granted the 


ner’s complaint by including the 


the trial of the case. 


Tony Wons in Chicago 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Tony Wons and his Radio Scrap- 
book have been signatured by the 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency 
here for the Hall Bros. printing firm 
of Kansas City. New show starts 
a local test on WMAQ here on Oct. 
29, running three times weekly. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday at 
12:30 p.m. 

Wons will plug the Hall 
greeting cards. 


firm’s 


Al Barker Joins NBC 
Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Al Barker, who has been writing 
the ‘Don Winslow of the Navy’ 
scripts, joins the NBC continuity 
staff here. 
Fills vacancy left by departure of 
Jack Fraser, who will devote himself 


to free lance other scribbling. 


NBCT ightens Control of Disc Versions; 
Upset to Blackett- Sample -Hummert 


NEC has so tightened its policy on 
the handling of transcribed versions 
of its network commercials that cli- 
ents are now barred from placing 
such discs direct. The network not 
so long ago was content merely to 
sell the transcriptions but under the 
new dispensation NBC insists that 
even if the transcribed program is 
being booked on a spot basis the 
placing and billing must be done 
through itself. NBC holds that as 
long as it is the originating source of 
the original program it has the right 
to determine where and how the 
disc version is to be used. 

This sudden stricture has caused 
considerable embarrassment in sev- 
eral agencies, notably Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, which for years 


has made it a practice of covering 
isolated or misceitaneous markets 
by the disc-version route. NBC not 
only has stvmied B-S-H recently on 
its plan to run eight quarter-hour 
serials, of daytime NBC origin, on 
KTOK, St. Louis independ xt, five 
evenings a week but is currently 
jamming up the same agenc~’s in- 
tention to book the eight quarter 
hours on KFWB, Los Angeles, and 
other Coast outlets. At least half of 
these Sterling-American Home Prod- 
uct shows are not part of the com- 
mercial’s hookup coverage on the 
Pacific slope, and that raises still 
another point of network policy, 
namely, letting a disc version be 
used on an indie outlet when the 


Same program isn't cleared Over a 


local NBC affiliate where time 
available, 


is 


Omaha Case 

Pertinent case in point developed 
last week on WOW, Omaha, in con- 
nection with Old Gold’s Bob Bench- 
ley show. NBC has no regular af- 
filiate in this town for its blue link 
and WQW isn’t able because of a 
competitive red network program to 
make room for the Benchley pro- 
gram Tuesday nights. WOW’s spot 
sales rep, John Blair, succeeded in 
selling the account on the idea of 
taking a Saturday night period for 
a disc version of the program, but 
NBC advised the client that’ the ar- 
rangement was out unless it itself 
place the show. The disc didn't go 
on. 


‘Johnson Family’ Member's | 


| Says 


a road- 
side restaurant on Queens Boulevard, | 


radio | 


Scribner said the restaurant con- | 


| 


ad- | 


right to amend its answer to Scrib- & 


charge that Scribner actually owes | 
the firm $400. No date was set for 


| Benton & Bowles, 


Six Months’ 
Wait for Web 
Phone Line 


Scottsbluff, Neb., Oct. 17 
KGKY here is temporarily sty- 
mied in its attempts to join the Mu- 
tual network following a_ confer- 
ence recently in Denver when all 


details were worked out. Telephone 
company, whose cooperation is re- 
quired by law, put the blocks to 
the deal for the time being. Utility 
it will be impossible to ar- 
range proper wire facilities from 
Denver to Scottsbluff to tote the 
programs in less than six monihs, 
This unanticipated angle is being 
studied, final outcome of KGKY- 
Mutual connection still in doubt. 


‘CONFLICTING’ SHOW 


Vera Oldham, scripter of ‘The 
Story of Ellen Randolph,’ for Col- 
gate-Palmolive-Peet and ‘The Parker 
Family,’ for Woodbury, will relin- 


he didn’t live up to his contract, and | ; qui ish authorship of the latier series 


| early in November. Reason is that 
the sponsors are reluctant to have 
her employed by a competitor on a 
similar type of show. ‘Parker Fam- 


ily’ airs only once weekly, while 
Ellen Randolph’ is a five-timer. So 
she’s retaining the Jatter. 

‘Ellen’ debuted last week over 
NBC red (WEAF), while ‘Family’ 
has been ethering for some time 
over CBS. Former is handled by 


latter by Lennon 


& Mitchell. 


Heatherington to St. Loo 
As John Blair Salesman 


John Blair & Co. is opening a 
branch office in St. Louis Nov. 1 
with Chris Heatherington in charge. 


Heatherington has resigned as 
| head of International Radio Sales 
Chicago office to take the job, and 
at one a4 he was sales manager 

. Louis. 


of KMOX, 


Albany, Oct. 17. 

L. E. McGivena & Co. Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct an advere 
| tising and publishing business in 
New York, with L. E. McGivena. onee 
| time promotion manager of N. Y. 
| Daily News, and later head of Briggs 
| & Varley, as a director. McGivena 
| holds one share of stock, as do J. 
| Mitchel Thorsen and T. W. Secken- 
dorff, New York City. Thorsen and 
Seckendorff are also known in the 
advertising field. 


Capital stock of new company is 
;600 shares, no par value. Schultz 
Bros. filing attorneys, 


R. S. Wood Joins CBS 


Robert S. Wood, who was assistant 
to John S. Young, radio director of 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, yesterday 
(Tuesday) joined Paul White's siaff 
at CBS as news editor. 

Capt. Wood was one of the coune- 
try’s first radio editors. He did his 
first column on the old N. Y. Eve- 
ning World. 


Charlie Flagler has returned to 
KSO, Des Moines, for Hiland Potato 
Chips. Does a song and patter act, 
anniversaries, birthdays and dedica- 
tions to kids. 


| 
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VARIETY 


SCREEN GUILD EYES 


It All Sums Up As A Snub 


A lorgnette and speeches luncheon in New York City last week 


devoted itself, with the customa 
‘greater care in editing radio news.’ 


prominent representatives of the radio networks, trade associations, 
wire services, etc. Indeed the luncheon was notable for attracting no 
more attention than a mild resentment at what the majority of ob- 
servers thought to be a gratuitous case of ‘smearing radio.’ 
Promoter of the luncheon, and of previous forays into the realm of 
She has previously concerned herself with 
Si 


page one, is a woman. 
radio entertainment for children, 
S. Prall, of the FCC, she has not g 
invitations. 

Regarded in the radio trade as 
affair was shrugged off as ‘silly’ an 
put it: 
system of self-regulation on news 
conservative policy along comes th 
tion save self-confidence to demand 
at the snap of her fingers to cover 

Another comment was: 


She was a friend of Mrs. Prall. 


‘Just after the industry gets through working out a detailed 


‘Being in favor of more careful editing is 
on a par with being in favor of more careful driving. Who isn’t?’ 


» 


ry publicity releases, to urging 
The luncheon was unattended by 


ince the death of Chairman Anning 
otten too many acceptances to her 


a case of newsprintitis, the whole 
d ‘presumptious.’ As one executive 


broadcasts, and puts into effect a 
is rank outsider with no qualifica- 
that we drop everything and come 
the same ground all over.’ 


PUBS DECRY 
PHONOGRAPH 


Broadcasters were advised by); 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
music publishers, last week that his 
clients refused to recognize the right | 
of a phonograph record manufac- 
turer to license radio station for the | 
airing of the latter’s product. Fox} 
takes the position that the license | 
which the recorder has obtained | 
from the musical copyright owner 
does not grant the manufacturer any |; 
right to collect a performing or any | 
other fee from users, 


The letter sent out to all stations | 
by Fox reads: 

‘We have seen the proposal of 
certain manufacturers of commer- 
cial phonograph records to grant 
to radio stations licenses to broad- 
east such records, 

‘In as much as this association 
represents a great many publish- 
ers whose copyrighted works are | 
involved, we wish to advise you | 
that any such proposal is not au- 
thorized or sanctioned by them. 
The recording licenses granted to 
the record manufacturers by these 
copyright owners do not give to 
them the right to demand from you 
license fees for the broadcasting 
of phonograph records.’ 


O'KEEFE TO BE EXAMED 
IN HIS SUIT VS. Y.& R. 


Supreme court Justice Aaron J. 
evy in N. Y. has ordered the ex- 
amination before trial of Walter 
O'Keefe, in connection with the lat- 
ter’s $48,750 action against Young 
& Rubicam, Ine. and Packard Mo- 


| 
| 


000, 


tor. 

O’Keefe claims illegal discharge, 
asserting he was employed Jan. 4, 
1938, to May 31, 1938, at $4.000 


weekly to March 1, when the salary 


was to be $3,750. He complains that | 
his contract was breached = on 
March 1. 


Eugene 


Sparton Radio begins a Tuesday | 
through Saturday news period on 
WMCA, New York, tomorrow | 
(Thursday ) with Eugene Ly ons, Will 
air 10:45-11 p. m. Lyons is editor of 
American Mercury Magazine (and 
one-time Russian correspondent for , 
Variety and United Préss). 

Lyons’ first news broadcasting was 
several weeks ago, when he started 
on WMCA for another sponsor. 


| lin, ne 
/and now interpreter of political low- | 


Pete Peterson Off KFNF 
Chicago, Oct. 17. 
_M. H. (Pete) Peterson has re- 
signed as manager of KFNF, Shen- 
andoah, (Ia.) and has returned to | 
Chicago where he joins the Rey-| 
nolds-Fitzgerald newspaper and sta- 


tion rep outfit. | 


R-F firm is making a drive in the 
station rep field. 


| ing loss of good will. 


| nesday (11) against Kate Smith, 


| sketch 


‘artists as an occasional added starter. 


Obesity Cure Loses 
Damage Action Based 
On WMCA Cancellation 


Supreme court Justice Isador | 
Wasservogel in N. Y. Wednesday 
(11), dismissed a $10,000 damage suit 
by Damskov, Inc., against the Knick- 


erbocker Broadcasting Co., Inc., op- 
erators of WMCA. Suit claimed 
breach of a contract made Feb. 20, 
1935, and to run for a year, where- 
by the siation was to broadcast three 
half-hour programs weekly gpon- 
sored by the plaintiffs product en- 
titled ‘Formula 39.’ 

was named ‘V. E. Me 


The program | 
adows Beauty 


Forum.’ The station was to receive 
ig for the year. On May 17, 
| 1935, the programs were discon- 


fom and the sponsor sued claim- | 


In its defense, WMCA declared | 
that they reserve the right to jerk | 
a program if it fails to measure up 
to standards, and that the plaintiffs 
programs were not of a quality or | 
character to do them credit. 

It is also claimed that the plain- 
tiff’s product was not a safe and ef- | 
fective 


KATE SMITHS $100, 


SUIT AGAINST K. S. CO. 


| execs, 


| ment, 


FILM 


New Television Technique 
Involving 500 Feet of Spe- 
cially-Made Film to Be 
Inserted in Live Talent 
Show Attracts Visit From 
SAG Rep 


JURISDICTION 


Experiment by NBC with a new 
technique in television, combining 
live shows with spliced-in footage of 
specially-made film. ran afoul of the 
Screen Actors Guild Monday (16). 
Meantime, Max Gordo. and Thomas 
Hutchinson, in charge of NBC tele- 
vision, appeared yesterday (Tuesday) 
before the Equity Council in regard 
to live visio shows. Thu. the matter 
of television is seen as likely to pre- 


| Cipitate a jurisdictional tengle in the 


Associated Actors 
America. 
NBC’s 


and Artistes of 


initial experiment in the 


new technique consisted of filming | 
;about 500 


feet of the  prize-fight 
scene in ‘The Milky Way’ to be 
woven into the live show of the same 
script with the same actors. It was 
done this way because NBC's studios 
aren't large enough to make the take 


| before the cameras in the way that 


the directors desire. If it works out 
it should extend the artistic frontiers 
of television. 


Shooting of the film footage had 


i hardly begun in New York on Mon- 


day when Mike Connelly, Screen 


Actors Guild rep, walked in and put | 


up a squawk. Union had not been 
notified that film was to be made and 
he maintained that NBC actors were 
being paid below the Guild scale. | 
After a hurried confab wit!) NBC} 


to continue in view of Its experi- 
mental nature. He exacted an agree- 
however, that NBC will dis- 
| cuss the work with.the union before | 
any similar shooting is done in ial 
future. 


Equity now has limited ptate| 


tion over television and there is no 
scale, actors merely working 


| flat basis agreed on beforehand ‘with | 


Kated Corp. and Kate Smith filed 
a N. Y. supreme court action Wed- | 
do- | 
ing business as Smith Co., for $100,-| p 
claiming unauthorized use of | 
| the singer’s name for commercial 
purposes. 

The defendant is in the business 
of manufacturing slips, nightgowns, 
and underwear, for stout women, 
and calling them Kate Smith Stouts. | 


Harry Delf Answered 


of Metro Pictures Corp., 
General Foods, Maxwell House Prod- | 
Ltd., Benton & Bowles, Inc., 
NBC, Marcus Loew Booking Agency, 
Inc., Loew Inc., Frank Dolan, 
Robert Taylor, and June Clayworth 
to the $100.000 suit of Harry Delf | 
against them was filed Monday (16) | 
in the N. Y. Federal court. The an- | 
swer consists of a general denial, per 
an affirmative defense, claiming that 
the plaintiffs sketch, “The Joker’ was 
not original with him. A dismissal | 
of the action is sought. | 

Delf alleges plagiarism of his. 
in a broadcast over WEAF | 
and WHN on the ‘Good News of 
1938’ broadcast. 


Answer 


ucts, 


Jay Franklin on Wax 
Washington, Oct. 17. 
More waxed news comment has 
been put on the market. Jay Frank- | 
former State Department exec | 


| down disseminated via the Bell syn- 
| dicate, has debuted with a weekly | 
platter following a try-out over 
Pennsylvania stations. 

As a rival for Boake Carter, Jay 
Franklin (whose last name, dropped 
professionally, is Carter) is doing 
‘The Week in Washington’ with guest | 


Grand 


| alternately 


the company. 
scale should be enforced, it would | 
be impossible to continue with the} 
new technique, Hutchinson declared. 

Rate is $25 a day minimum for prin- 
cipals, $16.50 for parts with special | 
business, $11 for bits, $8.25 for gen- 
eral atmosphere, and $5.50 for mobs 
when more than 50 people are em- 


ployed. Hiring cannot be for less 
| than a full day. 

Hutchinson maintained that the 
| filming does not come within the 


SAG scope inasmuch as the picture 


is absolutely worthless for commer- 


icial exhibition. It is even of no 
value to NBC again unless the play 
(Continued on page 47) 


RADIO DANCE 
PARTY UP FOR 
SAT. NITE 


McCann-Erickson may 
marathan dance band program 
created for the National Biscuit Co. 
in December, 1934, but this time it 
would be put on in behalf of Twenty 
cigarets, an 
product. é 
by the agency is to have three dif- 
ferent types of bands, namely, hot, 
sweet and tango-rhumba, 
during a 
Saturday night. 


two-hour 
stretch of a The 


network suggested is the 


The original ‘Let's Dance,’ idea as | 
underwritten by National Biscuit, 


allowed for three hours of continu- 


‘ous entertainment. 


Connelly allowed the lensing | 


In the event the SAG | 


revive the | 
it } 


Axton-Fisher | 
The idea as now developed | 


perform | 


NBC-Dblue. | 


+ 


CBS’ Tie-Up 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 

Los Angeles Times changed its 
attitude toward radio last week 
when Columbia’s KNX offered a 
free service for transmission of 
Bill Henry’s daily commentary 
from the European war zone. It 
was Snapped up fast and the 
sheet may yet give CBS a credit 
line with each of the Henry dis- 
patches. Network made avail- 
able, for the Henry daily con- 
tributions to the Times, its short 
wave facilities direct from the 
front via relay to CBS head- 
quarters in N. Y. and thence 
west. Service greatly expedites 
transmission. 

It is strictly a gesture by CBS 
and the network is permitted to 
use what it will for newscasts 
from the Henry report. CBS 
has occasionally -used Henry as 


a commentator from the war 
zone. He is one of the ac- 
credited correspondents at the 
front. 


‘Pearson-Allen, Rapee 
Head New Mutual 
Cooperative Show 


Mutual bows in another co-opera- 
‘tive show this Sunday (22). It will 
i span the 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
| will consist of Drew Pearson 
| Bob Allen, Erno Rapee and a 30- 
|piece orchestra, Mary Small, the 
Tunetwisters and Arthur Hale. 

| Pontiac dealers will back the show 
|in New York and Detroit, Regal shoe 
in Cincinnati and Washington and 
|Iowa Meat P 
and Cedar 


TONY WAKEMAN SACKED 
BY BRAD ROBINSON 


Washinton, 


Tiff between Tony Wakeman, WOL 
sports announcer, and Brad Robin- 
chief for General 


| 
| 


son, broadcast 

| Mills, last week led to replacement 
of Wakeman by a General Mills 
spieler. After airing all games 


played by George Marshall's Wash- 
ington Redskins during the past two 
years, announcer given 
bounce and Harry McTigue, 
eral Mills sports chatterer, the job. 
Sudden toppling of Wakeman was 
| attended by plenty of grief in the 
studios. Bill Dolph, president of 
WOL, was unable to help his em- 
| ployee because of a clause in the 
contract giving the Wheaties outfit 
the power to name its own announ- 
cer. Seemingly, nothing could be 
done to keep Wakeman at the micro- 
| phone. 
| Job for Wheaties was not confined 
to the radio station. Wakeman was 
scheduled to make 28 calls upon var- 
| lous grocery stores, where—accom- 
| panied usually by a football player 


General as NBC War Observer 


Criticized by Rival Radio Camp: 
Royal Defends Appointment 


period. Cast | 
and | 


acking in Des Moines | jiuded 


Brig. General Henry J. Reilly may 
quit as war correspondent for NBC 
before he even goes on the job. 
|General Reilly, who is not in this 
country, doesn't like the idea of be- 
ing limited to a 30-mile sector along 
| the French front. In taking the as- 
signment he had looked forward to 
| being the network’s roving war ex- 
, pert with every section of the battle 
| front coming under his observing 
| range. 

General Reilly commanded ana in- 
frantry bridade in the American Ex- 
peditionary Forces in the last war 
and is now retired. For several 
years after the war he published 
the Army and Navy Journal. On the 
outbreak of the current European 
war he offered to organize a regi- 
ment of Americans to fight with the 
French army, but the proposition did 
not mect ready acceptance. Rivals 
of NBC last week seized upon this 
angle to question the prudence of 
General Reoilly’s ‘appointment. The 
point raised by the competition was 
that since Reilly had offered to fight 
for the Allies it was unlikely that 
/he could be depended on for neu- 
tral reports. 

Not a Violation 

| John F. Royal, program 
| chief, burned when he heard about 
| this line of comment. Royal pointed 
out that of all the front correspon- 
‘dents by the three networks, Reilly 

was the only one that was a mili- 
, tary man and had had war experi- 
lence. Royal also burned at the 
| opposition’s criticism of what they 
called NBC’s untimely announce- 
ment of the general's anpointment. 
The other networks had implied that” 
NBC violated a gentleman’s agree- 


ment when it jumped the gun on 
making this announcement. Ac- 
cording to the opposition the un- 


written code which was adopted by 
the networks several weeks ago in- 
the understanding no im- 


| portant move on war coverage would 


| that 


be made public without previous 
consultation among the three net- 
works and a joint announcement. 
Royal ridiculed this version. He 
said that the understanding had 
| nothing to do with appointments but 
it did bar the parties to the 


| agreement from claiming any scoops 


the | 
Gen- | 


| & Gamble’s 


link Saturday nights. 


| he was supposed to make a personal | 


appearance in the interests of 


| serunchy breakfast food. 


Hardy Not for 


| Texaco’s home office stated ves- 
terday (Tuesday) that there was 
nothing to the report that it was | 


pany’s Wednesday night show 


CBS. 


outfit was entirely satisfied with the 
way the Transamerican - produced 
| dramatic period was turning out and 
‘it hadn’t even given a thought 
\ Something else. 


| 9:30 period 


again considering using an air ver-| 
| sion of Metro’s ‘Judge Hardy’ series | 
|for the second half of the oil com- | 
on 


| Texaco spokesman added that the | 


or advertising any ‘firsts.’ 


OXYDOL’S NEW 


TIME DUCKS 
BORAX 


Chicago, Oct. 17 
found by NBC 
problem created by Procter 
wish to spot its new- 
‘What's My Name?’ on the 
Network 
offered the 7-7:30 period and the ac- 
count accepted it. Series starts ina 
behalf of Oxydol Nov. 4, with a 
hookup of 34 stations, which include 
the mountain and Pacific groups. 
NBC had originally made the 9- 
available but Borax 
protested on the ground that the 
two firms are peddling a competitive 


Solution has been 
for the 


comer, 


product. Borax’s ‘Death Valley 
| Days’ holds the succeeding half 
hour. 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert is the 
agency on ‘Name. There will be a 
repeat broadcast at 10:30 p.m. 


CANNON OF KSL HONORED 
Salt Lake City, Oct. 17. 
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 
| church last week honored Sylvester 
| @. Cannon, president of KSL by ap- 
pointing him to the church's council 


to | of 12 apostles. 


| He formerly was an associate. 


| 
| 
| | 
| a | 
| 
| 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


London, Oct. 5. 


Appeasement End Allows Handley 
To Razz Hitler, and British Love It f:ise#*em.... 


> Al Pearce has a new sponsor, but 


AL PEARCE GANG 

With Billy House, Arline Harris, Don 
Reid, Marie Green and Sportsmen, 
Garry Brechner, Carl Hoff 

'30 Mins. 


(N. W. Ayer) 


otherwise his comedy-variety stanza 
jis pretty much along the same lines 


Television Review 


Follow-Up Comment 


Loretta Young came out all right running ‘like a big goat’ through the 
in the concluding episode of that Sil-| line; there was ‘manslaughter on the 
ver Theatre two-part tale. She tor-| gridiron’; and they were tearing 
got one life, remembered another, | tacklers ‘limb from limb,’ according 
then forgot that, but finally floated | to this otherwise glib and literal eye- 
safely into port on a stream-of-con- | observer. 
sciousness. (True Boardman does | Dick Fishell, alternating with 
upon this technique). | Barber, gave his usually cool, clear 

It was fast-moving melodrama in|account of the game, seeing many 
the realm of the psychiatric and with ‘niceties in certain plays that only a 
a strong hint, despite disavowals that | gridiron vet would. Fishell also 
nobody should take it to heart, that | handles the commercials now, and 


jas before plus the addition of Billy 
Maurice Denham, Vernon Harris, House. so- 
Sam Costa, Jack Train and Jack|]‘JANE EYRE’ ut has ry 
Hylton’s Band). With Flora Campbell, Dennis Hoey,| own numerous 
Effie Shannon, Ruth Matteson, | Pearce y es 
Formerly hogtied by _ British Daisy Belmore, Philip Tonge, | ?!™self up with ‘Here I am rambling 


Eleanor Bittis, John Clarke, Lorna) 
Elliott, Mary Newnham-Davis, Paul | 
Harbard, Byram Russell, Herbert 
Morrison, Naomi Campbell, Lil- 
lian Tonge, Olive Deering. 

Dramatic Play 

95 Mins. 

Thursday (12), 8:30 p.m. 


Broadcasting Corp. blue pencil ex- 
perts as regards gags on political 
jeaders, radio comics are now reap- 
ing a rich harvest with a vengeance 
—and the unction with which they 
put over their stuff is indication of 
the fun they personally get out of it. 
Irreverent always, Tommy Handley, 
whose line is non-stop nonsense gags| RCA-NBC, New York 
peppered with outrageous puns,/ Around television headquarters in 
keeps this show alive with a merci-! Radio City the opinion is that the 
less fusillade of cracks aimed at Hit-! proadcast’ of the dour Charlotte 
ler and Nazi bosses, each more auda- | Bronte story is an approximation of 
cious than the last. ; 'the Hollywood manner of picturiza- 
Effect to the listener — (especially tion. That is not too extreme a re- 
when of British origin) is strangely | port of Anthony Bundsman’s tele- 
refreshing, and without delving into vised presentation, although the 
the psychology of it a critic might, showing was much overtime, run- | 
assume that to be on account of both | ning more than an hour and a half. | 
the satisfaction at hearing the heat| ‘Jane Eyre’ was dramatized by 


| 


ut on individuals whom most have Yelen Jerome for Katharine Hep- | 
ong c@rdially disliked and at being purn and the play was presented 
able to appreciaie the funny side of with her by 


the war. Providing an outlet for Tried out on the road two seasons 
strained nerves, BBC in programs of | back, Miss Hepburn was dissatis- | 
this class is doing magnificent work. | fied and asked Miss Jerome to make | 
The public is delighted. revisions but no dice. Although 

By critical standards, show at nor- ‘Jane’ did well on the tour Miss 
mal times would not rate above! Hepburn refused to come to Broad- 
average, but Handley’s personality is way with it and the Guild decided | 
always at its most infectious when he to skip the whole thing. After | 
is up against it; by a combination of | watching the tragedy in television 
timing and unblushing effrontery he | form, impression is that Miss Hep- | 
gives it a spanking pace, though burn was canny. It might have been 
wisely retiring at moments to give another ‘The Lake,’ instead of her 


the band boys and other members of | currently smash comedy _ success 
the cast a break. One of his best ‘The Philadelphia Story’ (Shubert, 
efforts in this number was a song _N., Y.), 


skit on the Government censorship, Bronte plays have been tried on 
and his references to himself as con- | the stage over here but none have | 
troller of the Office of Twerps and | clicked, despite London's showings. | 
Ministry of Irritation were thinly | There is too much of the moaning | 
veiled reference to other of His’ wind across the moors to make for | 
Majesty’s departments, entertainment. Essentially there is | 
Feather in BBC cap is to have re- | too much trouble motif in the stories | 
cruited Jack Hylton and his combd | to attract the average playgoer but | 
to its variety strength, as few bands as a television stunt, it was excel- | 
come across better. It’s a sign, too, lent. 
the BBC is alert to improving the 
quality of its wartime output. 


As the performance proceeded it | 
improved. The many problems of! 
this experimental side of show} 
business were obscured in the inten- 
sity of the acting. Stage lighting 
which hindered the early portion of 
the broadcast was more expertly 
handled thereafter with the close-ups 
particularly effective. Flora Camp- 
bell who played the title role was 
pictured with a hollow right cheek, 

Lanny Ross is a big name for a/either because the lights cast a 
morning series. In consequence | Shadow or a defect in make-up. 
thereof, this Monday-Wednesday- Miss Campbell wore the same frock 
Friday try may be watched with es- | throughout, although there is an ex- 
pecial attention by daytime adver- | tended period of time covered by the 
tisers. It is not from love of, but Story. There were two  intermis- 
from success with, the daylight de- | Sions, providing plenty of time for | 
liriums that the sponscers stick so |C0Stume changes and even Scotch | 
uniformly to dramatic script shows | Women have wardrobes. 
to the exclusion of music, song or;_ Dennis Hoey had the part of | 
comedy. So if Lanny Ross makes Rochester whose demented wife oc- | 
scratches on the C.A.B. seismograph C@Sionally escapes from her guarded | 
it may have some influence. | Wing of the house and whose eye- 

For his repeat to the far west, Ross | Sight is destroyed when he attempts 
gets a full quarter hour, but in the | t© save her ina fire. Rather a heavy 
east he’s curtailed one-third by the Part but ‘Jane’ is essentially a_| 


11 a.m. news which CBS’ Bob Trout | woman’s play. He is called monsieur | 
spiels, |}and it was pronounced almost the, 


Ross is not too well treated in hav- | S#me as Eyre by the players, which | 
ing only a guitar, novachord and | Was slightly confusing. | 
organ for musical support. That|, Miss Campbell has been in legit | 
throws it all on him. He displayed for some time. She stepped into 
a considerable range of versatility | Jane’ on short notice when Margaret 
from hot to traditional numbers | Curtis was forced out by illness, so 
when heard and should please gen- | her performance was _ exceptional. | 
erally. The program has no par-| Last season she toured in ‘Angela is 
ticular format so that production and | = _ Hoey had ee part in the 
continuity only classify under the | of with Miss 
heading: ‘faint traces.” It is pretty | Hepburn. Among the other players 
obvious that Ross is projected as a| Who did well in the broadcast are 
voice of probable appeal—and a face Effie Shannon, Ruth Matteson, Daisy 
to match, only there's no television— | Belmore, Carl Harbord, Lillian Tonge | 
to the ladies, Imaginative showman- | Philip Tonge. All are of the | 


LANNY ROSS 
With Guitar, Novachord, Organ 
10 Mins. 
FRANCO-AMERICAN SPAGHETTI 
M-W-F; 11:05 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


ship could presumably go a lot fur- stage. Ibee. 
ther in devising a better method of 
presentation than this as-old-as-' hoNEYBOY and SASSAFRAS 


radio siraightaway. Otherwise its 
plausible to project him as a broth- 
time Nelson Eddy with overtones of 
Clark Gable. 

Jean Paul King, professionally in 
reiirement for two years, returns to 


With Tom Woods and Tex Burch 
Negro Dialect 

15 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Daily, 7:45 a.m. 


loffered another of his Elmer Blurt 


the Theatre Guild. | mercial orchestra contribution. Garry 
Brechner handles commercials, which 
stress Hawaiian nostalgia theme, with 


man 


roles. On its first program of the | 
|}new season (13) the drama con- 
cerned itself with a kind-hearted 


on, taking up good time,’ just as if 
the dialers didn’t know about such 
things as scripts and rehearsals. He 


characterizaitons and engaged in a 
few comedy tussles with Billy House. 

Latter has a funny style and 
looked on the verge of a big clicko a 
year ago. He needs brighter mate- 
rial. Bullseve on the show caught 
(11) was Arline Harris, in her usual 
monolog sketch in which she 
whammed over a marathon-tongued 
housewife bit. Well written, brilliant- 
Iv handled and set off with a sock 
finish. 

Other stuff on the show includes 
Don Reid, a romantic tenor new- | 
comer, fair enough: Marie Green and 
the Sportsmen, a coloratura-soprano 
and male chorus turn with okay ar- 
rangements. and Carl] Hoff’s com- 


a soft, musical background in kind. 
Hobe. 


ELMER DAVIS 
Newscaster 
15 Mins.—Loecal 
REGAL SHOES 
M-W-F; 6:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(Cecil & Presbrey) 


After Raymond Gram Swing, the 
who has most imprinted his 
personality on the public as a result 
of broadcasting war news this fall is 
probably Elmer Davis, a life-time 
worker in the fields of learned jour- 
nalese. Davis has a dry way of talk- 
ing, rather curt and sharp. A very 
American personalitv is his and a 
conviction of being fair-minded and 
clear-eyed. He cannot wholly es- 
cape, no more than the others on 
the air, the inherent limitations of 
what has happened today. And be- 
tween the scattered editions through- 
out the day, the intermittent flashes 
and bulletins heard on umpteen net- 
works and stations, there can be lit- 
tle expectation of fresh news at 6:30. 
That puts it up to the style and de- 
livery. Davis is different. He sticks 
to straight recital most of the way, 
but interpolates comment now and 
again. 

Program is significant in that it 
brings Regal shoes into radio. Few 
shoemakers or sellers employ radio, 
coming under the head of missing 
business. There might, therefore, be 
a natural tendency to let Regal over- 
spiel. Actually there is quite a bit 
too much verbiage from announcer 
Roland Winters anent the product. 
Such overdosage traditionally tends 
to deplete the audience. Land. 


CARSON ROBINSON BUCKAROOS 
With Bill, John and Pearl Mitchell 
Singing-Dramatic 
30 Mins. 
MUSTEROLE 
Friday, 8:30 p.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 
(Erwin Wasey) 


There's little that’s different about 
this reprise of last season’s Musterole 
radio plug captained by Carson Rob- 
inson, one of radio’s entertainer- 
pioneers. It’s super-hillbilly stuff, 
interspersed with a dramatic bit in 
which Robinson plays the leading 


sheriff (Robinson) and a bandit who 
really wasn’t a bandit and helped 
the law get its man. It waz kid stuff 
at an adult hour. 

The yodeling of western songs by 
Robinson and his complement of 
chaps ’n’ spurs entertainers is on key 
and adequate. Bill, John and Pearl 
Wright work as a harmony trio and 


WHAS, Louisville 


do the spieling for the Campbell) Bjackface combo ride six days 


soup subsidiary. Land, 


‘FIVE SHADES OF BLUE’ member was formerly paired with | 


Music tello, are off il b 
Ausic as now paired works from script | of me COD. 
15 Mins.—Local 

Resteldine prepared by Mrs. George Fields, 


widow of a member of the old team 
of Honeyboy and Sassafras, long on 

ith a real ‘dow fe) i 
good flexibility that socks home any | dialect, are 
and all tempoed tunes, It’s a part of | pitch to make each character stand 
the new 10-niece house crew put in| out, Most of the dialogue is the 
at WNEW that can be split umpteen | familiar vaude type cross-talk al- 


Daily, 5 p. m. 
WNEW, New York 
Quintet is a swingy combo with 


different ways to make ’em easier to! though stanza carries thread of a | 
Bulk of the gab was strung | 


sell. Directed vy Merle Pitt, who! story, 
doesn’t step into the combo musi- around a sum of money which was 
cally, it’s composed 
Froeba. piano; Sam Frey. accordion; | 
Dick Kissinger, bass; Phil Kraus,'chores audience team should find a 
vibraphone, 2nd Max Ceppo, violin. |following. They’re standout ma- 
Tricky arrangements, done from | terial for local production. 
within the outfit, stand out along Probably using good judgment in 
with the ability of the men. When/not making the story too important | 


caught ‘Peanut Vendor,’ ‘Melancholy |to their act, as they pay off here-| clanging of an old-fashioned dinner 
Mood’ and ‘Time Out’ were varied ‘abouts through dates in theatres and | gong. 


enouch for anv grouv. Each of the school auditoriums in the territory, 
five tnke occasionel breaks and de-|and in that case a vaude type of 
liver ’em for a)] their worth. | routine would be their best bet. 

It’s a livelv auarter hour. Hold. 


a 
week in an early morning slot. One| the writing of that dramatic bit, the 


Honey Wilds at WSM, Nashville, and | 


| Daily, 12:15 P. M. 


of Frankie | to be held in ‘escrow,’ | 
As the two shake down to their Nice harmony for a mixed quartet. 


'the old ‘Chuck Wagon.’ . 


also solo and do nicely. Except for 


show is given fairly good treatment. 
Commercial plugs, with Jack Cos- 
Scho. 


CHUCK WAGON 
15 Mins.—Regional 
BEWLY MILLS 


GANG 


KTSA-LSC, San Antonio 
(Cy Leland, Inc.) 


Long a favorite in the southwest, 
this group were employed to help 
baptize the new Lone Star Chain re- 
cently. Entertainers range from 
church hymns to cowboy chanties. 


Fort Worth is where the program 
originates. Cy Leland as combo 
advertising agency and announcer 
handles spiels in a nice friendly 
manner. Program ends with the 


_ The Bewly Mills also has a travel- 
ing unit going through this trade | 
area in a truck made to resemble | 
Andy. 


doctors who run sanitoria are not does both ends of it very o.k. 


indifferent to the payoff. 


Jesse Lasky has got his ‘Gateway 
to Hollywood’ running more smoothly 
in entertainment content. Like many 
another. radio program. originally 
sold on the basis of its merchandis- 
ing angles, the listenable part of the 
Wrigley show was not, for a time, on 
a par with its sponsor-excitable tie- 
ins. In other words, there was a 


| 


‘Stop - Me - If - You've - Heard - 
This-One,’ Quaker Oats’ new quiz 
program over NBC’s Red, showed 
some improvement on its second 
broadeast (14), but the laughs still 
didn’t come as fast as the indicated 
promise of gag-questionnaire, 
Milton Berle was much better and 
laying off personal insults, but ex- 
perts Jay C. Flippen and Harry 


tendency of the playlets themselves | }rershfield, and guest James J. Walk- 
to roll over listlessly after the zingy ‘er appeared to be under wraps. They 


exploitation build-up. 

Sunday 
by Ray Wilson (with a bow for the 
‘idea’ to Bobby Brown of WBBM, 
Chicago, a neighbor of P. K. Wrig- 
ley) was brightly projected. A plaus- 
ible framework for the sturdy pro- 
fessional ‘support’ of David Niven 
and E. E. Clive, it kept the two new- 
comers, Mary Dugan, of Memphis, 
and Henry Stanbow, of Toledo, rea- 
sonably centre-stage without at the 
same time over-taxing their experi- 
ence. Considered as a_ self-con- 
tained short story plot with a be- 
ginning, a middle and a conclusion, 
the script was first-rate radio. E. E. 
Clive injected life into the broad 
comedy butler. (The story concerned 
a supposed murder in the trophy 
room of a writer of murder novels.) 

Following the trappings now famil- 
iar through their long and _ skillful 
exploitation by Danny Danker for 
Lux, the Wrigley session calls atten- 
tion to the famous Hollywood names 
‘in the audience’ and then thrusts 
the mike in front of them for a few 
words, mostly appropriate. 

Most of the remarks by Lasky and 
others are carefully qualified to get 
in the ‘maybe’ and the ‘perhaps’ ele- 
ments. Indeed these lines sound as 
if they were written by a lawyer. 
On the one hand, everything is done 
to glamourize the proceedings as 
constituting a highly promising 
straightaway boulevard to film fame; 
on the other hand, the auspices has- 
ten to add they guarantee nothing; 
the candidates are on their own. 

The ‘in the presence of fame’ at- 
mosphere may be summed up as stat- 
ing the case Sor the losers: ‘at least 
they got inside for a few minutes; 
at least they saw Hollywood.’ The 
boy, for example, was referred to as 
having the thrill of playing with es- 
tablished actors, although a few 
weeks before he had ‘never even met 
a star.’ 

Andre Kostelanetz, who refuses to 
believe his advisers, was one of those 
who said a few words. He has said as 
many on previous occasions with lit- 
tle encouragement to repeat. Dia- 


| 


furnished about 50% of the punch- 


(15) the script provided} lines, but the gags were poor and 


they failed to brighten them up. 
None of them came up with a single 
ad libbed sparkler. 

It was noticeable that the gag- 
picking isn’t being confined to just 
that type of humor, one brutal pun 
‘Why does a jitterbug cross the 
street?’ slipping in. “To get on the 
other jive’ was hardly a belly-laugh 
answer. 

Agency might taper down on those 
commercials, Mentioning Quaker 
Oats with every gag becomes very 
tiresome. May be resented. 


Allen Prescott, in one of his 
breezy, flip ‘The Wife Saver’ house- 
hold hint programs, aired at break- 
fast hour over NBC blue, skirted 
dubious judgment by including a tip, 
from a woman listener, on the 
efficacy of uncreamed, unsugared tea 
as a ‘straightener up’ following over 
indulgence in cocktails. This, hint 
came on the heels of a suggestion 
from Prescott as to a method of 
keeping washed baby clothes smell- 
ing sweet. 

Doubtful whether any ‘family 
newspaper’ would discuss agents to 
overcome the e€ects of too much 
imbibing. Prescott even mentioned 
that he had heard straight coffee was 
a good ‘settler’ after elbow-bending. 

On the whole, ‘The Wife Saver’ 
continues to be an amusing variation 
of the usually dead-serious house- 
hold service blocks. Prescott has a 
definite mike personality, with a flair 
for light comedy. 


Goodman Ace’s script last week 
(Anacin, NBC blue) developed @ 
whirlwind farcical pace when the 
mechanics of misunderstanding be- 
came exquisitely mixed up about 
Jane jealously buying a mink coat to 
spite her hubby, who was behaving 
oddly because he was planning to 
surprise her with a similar pelt. The 
laughs were coming as fast at times 
as a Jack Benny program. 

This calls attention to two consid- 


lects are best served for comedy, and | erations: One, farce writing of such 


he doesn’t do comedy. | 


Red Barber, seemingly 


from the tameness of baseball all | 
season, went really mayhem on the | 


mike in sportscasting the N. Y. 
Giants-Philly Eagles football game 
over WOR Sunday (15). Though 


pro game, from news accounts, was 
no tiddly-winks, such language as 
Barber used in his word-picture 
makes Ted Husing’s now famed 
‘lousy’ (in connection with a Har- 
vard game) sound prissy. 

Barber described Dave Smukler as 


MOYLAN SISTERS 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

THRIVO DOG FOOD 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 


WIJIZ-NBC, New York 


taut tempo is almost unknown te 
radio, and two, a domestic serial pro- 


reacting | gram that can punch the comedy bag 


with the muscle of the big-giggle 
sessions is nearly alone in such 
ability. 


Ezra Stone’s efforts, in his Jejlo- 


| esque alter ego as Henry Aldrich, to 


(Clements) 


Aside from the talent of the two 
little principals in the cast there 
were several things that puts this 
program in a class by itself. 
them is the descriptive billing in the 
continuity and another 
tentious ballyhoo which accompan- 
ies the series. 


stage a party for his mother and 
father was attended with much easy 
to-laugh-at Tarkingtonish hokum 
last week. Author Clifford Gold- 
smith gets his effects with a canny 
knack for manipulating familia? 
stops on the console of teen-age ab- 
surdity. 


Benny Goodman’s was the band of 
the week on the Columbia Records 
sponsored ‘Young Man with a Band’ 
show Friday (13), and he proved 
solid copy for the idea of the pro- 
gram. Startoff of this session two 
weeks ago didn’t conform with the 
plan originally laid out for the time 
because of the refusal of Horace 


One of | Heidt to cooperate. It now airs as a 


biography of the various leaders 


is the pre-/ used with musical aid from the band 
| in the telling. 


Following a couple of tunes which 


They (the kids) are described by | Goodman recently recorded to plant 


the announcer as ‘the Cherubs of 
Radio,’ while their work is referred | 
to as ‘heavenly harmony—an inspir- | 
ation to worldwide peace.’ Stated 
the ballyhoo: ‘Never before in his- 
tory have children under 10 years 
old been given a network radio pro- 
gram of their own. Obviously, it is 
news, when a sponsor is willing to 
risk $100,000 in radio network time 
costs purely and simply on two lit- 
tle girls only five and seven years 
old. It is the first time in radio 
history that anything like that has 
ever happened.’ 

The tots’ inaugural program for 
Thrivo (15) was marked by tele- 
grams of greeting from Kate Smith 


and Fred Allen. The themer for 
the wrogram is ‘Sittin’ on a Log Pet- 
tin’ My Dog’ and between numbers | 
there’s a medal awarded to the dog | 


hero of the week. The commercial | 
copy hews closely to the sentimental | 
tieup and the announcer gives am- 


ple attention to the tremolo stop. 
(Continued on page 53) 


the sponsor’s reason for backing the 
show, Dan Seymour, announcer, 
started to trace the band’s history, 
its difficulties in convincing people 
that swing was on the way. Seymour 
started with a highlight of Good- 
man’s career, his first playing in 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., in January, 
1938, then went back to the begin- 
ning and worked forward. Included 
days with a local Chicago school 
band, and on to association with Bix 
Beiderbecker while still a boy, ete. 
Musical interpolations from Good- 
man’s crew and the dramatizations of 
the various phases of the leader's 
life were well done. John Hammond 
came in midway to bring the story 
up to the present. He discarded re- 


|laving band news and told of how 


Charley Christians, the band’s new 
electric guitar twanger, joined up. 
Followed with a sock session of the 
new sextette, featuring Christians, on 
‘Flving Home.’ He’s great. 

Signoff was a moving arrangement 


‘of Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ 
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St. Louis, Oct. 17. 


Beneath the railroad bridge in St. Louis stands a huge, sil- 
ver, streamlined river packet on which they've been build- 
ing so long that it’s nicknamed the ‘phantom of the river.’ 
When completed it will be the biggest and best steamboat on 
the Mississippi. But it just happens to take ’em a long time 
to finish it. 

That's the way the St. Louis radio market works. too. Lo- 
cal sponsors here—and there are plenty of local sponsors, 
for six of the seven St. Louis stations have single rates and 
thus make more coin out of local business than any other 
type—hem and haw before buying. Then the audience hems 
and haws before responding to the campaign. Finally every- 
thing works out on a big scale. It merely takes a little time 
to get there. For St. Louis—if anything—is strictly conserva- 
tive. 

With a population of around 850,000, St. Louis even took a 
long time getting into debt. Today the bonded per capita 
debt is a mere $84, and only Milwaukee (another conserva- 
tive city) has less red ink than St. Louis of all cities with 
more than 500,000 population. More conservative than East- 
ern cities, less raucously enthusiastic than the Southwest, and 
certainly less gaudy than the Far West, St. Louis is a good, 
solid radio town. Plenty of surrounding market—plenty of 
manufacturing—plenty of wealth—plenty of opportunity for 
seven stations. 


TOWN GREW UP AND FLOURISHES 
ON A STRAIGHT BEER DIET 


The six stations in St. Louis proper, plus WTMV in East 
St. Louis, IIL, are strikingly alike as regards certain policies 
and strikingly dissimilar as regards others. For one thing, 
none of them do much merchandising. They emphatically 
are in the business of selling radio time and radio programs, 
and do not intend to sell door-to-door surveys with which 
radio time is given away free like a set of dishes at a double 
feature, For a second thing, they all harp diligently on civie 
programs—perhaps even beating Louisville in this category, 
which is going some. The third similarity is the single rate 
with no differential between national spot and local quota- 
tions. And a fourth, and very important item, is the volume 
of beer business via radio. 

St. Louis adults drink a lot of beer. In fact, they drink so 
much beer that the city literally has scores of brewers who 
don’t ship a keg beyond the natural market limits of St. Louis 
and still do a land office business. Three of these brewers 
for the past few years have been competing for the mar- 
keting crown by diving into radio for all they're worth. This 
trio is comprised of Hyde Park, Griesedieck, and Columbia 
(Falstaff once did a lot of radio advertising, too, but is no 
longer keeping it up). Not only do these brewers have large 
national agencies in most instances, but the volume of time 
purchases is ‘astounding. Hyde Park, piloted by Ruthrauff 
& Ryan, specializes in gobbling up sports. Griesedieck, 
steered by Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, specializes in 
music. And Columbia, guided by Wills, also goes in for 
music. 

This situation practically makes St. Louis unique, for it 
represents one of the very few times that large agencies have 
shot the works in a city and bought every station available, 
big or little. Singly or collectively, the St. Louis broadcasters 
have a good talking point in this angle—a talking point that 
the entire industry might well note. The point is simply this: 
each station in a city commands some segment of the total 
audience to which its rates are (or should be) geared; hence 
an intensive radio campaign is not a matter of mere wattage- 
buying, but of proper selection as to station, time, and pro- 
spe for the purpose at hand. Hyde Park, Griesedieck and 

olumbia have found that out. 


If St. Louis stations could crack the department stores they 
would really be in the pink. But here the situation is unique, 
One of the three big department stores once owned a station, 
thereby alarming the rest who immediately began drawing 
blueprints for acquiring competing stations. This race for 
radio weapons finally got so hectic that the stores called a 
disarmament conference and decided to quit the radio busi- 
ness entirely. That's where things stand today despite an- 
nual rumors that the conference will go on the rocks and 
result in radio advertising. 


KMOX, CBS’ BIGGEST FINANCIAL 
CLICK OF OWNED & MANAGED GROUP 


In the order of their call letters, the St. Louis stations 
shape up as follows: 

KMOX—CBS-owned 50,000 watter, big. peppy, suave per- 
sonnel, lots of business, and wearing a monocle. KMOX won 
the first Variery plaque issued for the best network-owned 
station, and thoroughly deserved it. Merle Jones, previously 
with KMBC, Kansas City, and Radio Sales, is now top man, 
Art Casey, once a theatrical showman and radio producer, is 
liaison officer—a frill in the form of fixer-upper duties which 
few stations as yet can boast of. Ken Church, here almost 
seven years after a term with the Globe-Democrat, is sales 
manager. C. G. (Tiny) Renier is program director and Rollie 
Williams production manager, L. Soulard (Sou) Johnson 
handles promotion activities. Fred Mueller is research di- 
rector. Jerry Hoekstra’s handle is director of public affairs, 
which is a real title here and not just a cover-up for running 
the mimeogaph. Harriet Edwards heads the education de- 
partment, and under her direction a St. Louis educational 
committee of nine civic leaders has just been formed—a sort 
of advisory committee on radio, unique in scope and im- 
Portance. 


If any kind of programming can conspicuously show 
through the KMOX schedule load, it is music. Ben Feld 
batons the musical unit of 15 pieces which performs in a 
handsome auditorium seating 250. Singers—always groomed 
strongly here—include the Harmonettes (trio), Betty For- 
rest, Harry Cool, Jean Foster, and Sally Foster, whose hill- 
billy vocalizing has been oft-recorded. France Laux is the 
veteran sportscaster, and Harry Flannery heads the news 
staff. There is the usual amount of hillbilly and farm fare, 
the latter being under the eye of Charley Stookey. The sta- 
tion meantime records scores of programs for tuture use, 
mainly variety, music and drama, and feeds six half-hours 
per week to WBBM. Rates (except Class E) were recently 
jumped 15%. KMOX has a big, handsome plant, and is 
reputedly the best money-maker among CBS-owned stations. 


ST. LOUIS: 


PRI 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


ALL 


KSD’S STRICT PROGRAM TENETS 
PRE-DATED FEDERAL YARDSTICKS 


KSD—Owned by the Post-Dispatch. affiliated with the 
basic Red, is conservative, dignified, and a solid moneymaker, 
principally in network and national spot business. No local 
or national spot medical accounts are accepted here in the 
belief that the chains already run through enough of this 
advertising. As is the case with the Post-Dispatch, KSD 
operates under a censorship board whose chairman is L. E. 
Pritchard. While ‘censorship’ (here better defined as public 
protection) is hard to pin down, the general regulations may 
be described roughly as follows: no advertising causing in- 
jury to health or finances; no advertising of products causing 
postponement of necessary medical treatment: no false or 
fraudulent advertising; no indecent or offensive advertising; 
no advertising containing attacks on persons, religions, etc.; 
no comparative price battles. These policies, more elaborate 
as regards individual cases and smaller details than can be 
mentioned here, are rigidly observed and in the case of the 
newspapers, where estimates are available, are said to bar 
about $200,000 worth of advertising per annum. KSD’s regu- 
lations antedate similar chain regulations, and often have 
antedated FTC edicts. 

News is important in KSD programming, and there are no 
hillbillies whatsoever. However, individual news names are 
not promoted, and the AP stuff is dished out straight. From 
6 to 7 a.m. there’s a musical clock. Russ David directs a 
house band of six pieces. There’s a variety show called Cheri 
McKay and Co.; also a special musical unit of six directed 
by Bill O’Dell for Griesedieck. Sports reviews are handled 
by Frank Eschen and Roy Stockton. Classical music and 
civic programs come in for large slices of time. 


General manager of KSD is George M. Burbach, advertis- 
ing manager of the Post-Dispatch for 26 years. Ed Hamlin 
has been commercial manager since 1931, and Frank Eschen, 
previously with the Premier transciption firm, has been pro- 
gram manager since 1935. 


‘AS OPPORTUNISTIC AS A FOOTBALL 
PLAYER ON A BROKEN-FIELD RUN’ 


KWkK-—As opportunist as a broken-field runner, this station 
is heavily staffed, affiliated with NBC Blue and Mutual and 
operating under a tie-in pact with the Globe-Democrat, pub- 
licity-promotion minded. KWK is a business comer year by 
year, and showmanly inclined (winning a Variety award for 
community exploited station in 1937). Bob Convey is owner 
and general manager, with Art Dady going under the title of 
station director—thus making a second station in this town 
with a two-man front office facade. - 

The size of KWK’s staff can perhaps best be Judged when 
the execs are reeled off: in addition to Convey and Dady 
they include V. E. Carmichael, general sales manager; Rob- 
ert Sampson, national sales manager; John Tinnea, program 
director; Dan Seyforth, production manager; Claire Harrison, 
continuity chief; Rolla Coughlin, musical director and house 
orchestra director; and Lou Nelson, publicity director. The 
programming-production department alone has a staff of 15. 

As a business-getter, KWK has recently distinguished it- 
self by selling Ford eight football games, thus cracking the 
bigtime auto business after a radio lay-off here of several 
years, A regional network has recently been wired together 
with KWOS, Jefferson City; WTAX, Springfield, and WJBL, 
Decatur, It’s being pushed with a base rate of $165 per 
Class A quarter-hour. 

From the local programming angle, KWK harps on va- 
riety. Hillbillies get two shots a day. Martin Bowin spiels 
a musical clock for two hours in the morning, and Helen 
Adams has a femme stanza on which talent is strategically 
showcased. Johnny O’Hara is sportscaster (being assisted in 
baseball chores by Jim Bottomley). As at KMOX, singers 
get a break at KWK. The roster currently includes Edith 
Rave, Dave Wright, Louise and Bill (harmony team), Lane 
and Bush (ditto), and Allen Clark (who sings semi-classical 
numbers). Rich Hayes is the swing organist. KWK has a 
good bit of news, but is bound and determined to keep it 
away from scare angles. (Station blackouted Dorothy Thomp- 
son recently.) 


WITH THE WHISTLE TIED DOWN 
KXOK A ROARING NEWCOMER 


KXOK—Owned by the Star-Times (as is KFRU, Colum- 
bia), and the talk of the town. In fact KXOK ought to put 
the other six stations on its payroll. They cuss more and 
complain more about this yearling than any other competi- 
Reason is that KXOK has barged in with the whistle 


tor. 
tied down, tells its story with gusto, and in general has 
pushed, battered, and stirred up St. Louis in one year in a 


fashion few stations could duplicate in a decade. 

Elzey Roberts, owner and publisher of the paper, heads the 
station. Ray Hamilton, with Roberts for five years after a 
spell at WLW, WTMJ and WCLO, is general manager. Clar- 
ence Cosby (previously KWK) is commercial manager, and 
Blaine Cornwell is newly-installed program director. 

News and special events make up the principal program 
ingredients. Stunts are unfurled as by the yard, and the 
news is aired 12 times daily. Plenty of emphasis is also 
placed on music, and live talent production has been far 
from stingy. After a single year of operation this station 
carries about two and a half hours of Mutual commercials 
per week, 20 national spot accounts, some local business, and 
has nailed a two-hour strip across the board in which 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert will give out American Home 
Products’ and Sterling Products’ serials a la the venture via 
WMCA, New York. 


WEW HAS A BLUEPRINT AND 
FOLLOWS IT FOR DIVIDENDS 


WEW—Owned by St. Louis University (Catholic), went 
commercial two years back, operates daytime only, addresses 
itself to minority groups, and is very comfortably in the 
black. The impression garnered at WEW is that the opera- 
tors did some good, sensible figuring before they got it started 
commercially (non-commercially it was the oldest station 
west of the Mississippi). That figuring is paying dividends, 


and will certainly pay out more as time goes on. This form- 
ula can’t miss either locally or as regards national spot. 

WEW operates by addressing itself to the English-speaking 
population, then to Germans, Italians, Greeks, Hungarians, 
and Poles. The Poles, incidentally, were added since Europe 
burst into flames. These programs are mainly musical, avoid 
any invidious angles, and are aired with great regularity so 
as not to confuse listeners. Other minority groups—even in 
the sports field where municipal sports are rounded up—get 
much time. Perhaps that’s one reason WEW didn’t ban 
Father Coughlin when the NAB said so. 

Around 72% of all program time here is musical. There's 
some hillbilly with the Roy Shaffer (Lone Star Cowboy) 
troupe, a women’s program in which the women broadcast 
to their sisters instead of being addressed by a pro spieler, a 
musical clock, sports, and news. The station is a big mail 
puller. National spot accounts are on the upbeat, but in- 
ternal medicines of any kind are strictly barred. 

Al Foster, previously WWL, is manager, and Arthur K. 
Jones is program director. 


14 YEARS STEADY GOING MOULDED 
WIL INTO UNIQUE STATION 


WIL—The grand daddy of all commercial stations west of 
the Mississippi, only station in St. Louis with a local rate, a 
big moneymaker (mostly in local business). In 1937, last year 
for which figures are available, WIL ranked 12th in dollar 
volume of all independent stations in the U. S., including 
some mighty big ones. Staff changes here are rare, and ad- 
vertisers likewise stay put (one has been plugging steadily 
for 14 years). Nobody is held to a contract. Nobody gets 
discounts, the closest thing being a package rate for strips 
across the board. Patent medicines are not welcomed. WIL 
operates with a dignity becoming its age in the radio busi- 
ness. 

The Benson brothers (L. A., general manager, and C. W., 
vice-president) founded WIL in 1922 after a career in the 
radio-electrical business. Ed Shutz is commercial manager, 
a post he’s held eight years after 16 years with the oid St. 
Louis Times. Neil Norman has been program director for a 
similar length of time. Publicity has been handled by Bart 
Slattery for six years. Bill Durney takes care of public re- 
lations as well as certain sports and similar chores, Dave 
Pasternak is continuity editor. 

WIL puts on lots of recorded music. There’s a Dawn 
Patrol from 11:30-2 a.m. handled by Bob Chase, and a musical 
clock handled by Slattery. Neil Norman and Bill Durney 
spiel a couple of sports stanzas. News is liberally sprinkled 
in along with civic fare, but hillbillies are out unless their 
stuff is on a platter. 


ACROSS THE RIVER BUT THE 
ONLY ONE WITH DEPT. STORE BIZ 


WTMV—Located in East St. Louis, but dividing its local 
business about 50-50 between the city proper and the sister- 
city. Control of this station is being transferred from Lester 
Cox to Bill West, manager, and Carlin S. French, commercial 
manager, previously with the Chicago Herald-Examiner. 
Some national spot accounts are coming in. And WTMV, of 
all the stations in this area, gets department store advertising 
from the East St. Louis stores. The station is operated in 
workmanlike fashion and represents a nice piece of property, 
especially well-equipped mechanically. 

News is the big item on WTMV’s schedule. It’s aired every 
hour on the hour. Music is another heavy item. Hillbillies 
get a normal workout. East St. Louis sports are regularly 
cared for, as are race results. 


THE CUSTOMERS 


National and regional spot accounts on the seven stations 
are: 


Américan Disinflecting Ferry Hanly 
Axton Fisher.....e. 
BisoDol Biackett-Sample-Hummert 
Bristol-Myers... Young & Rubicam 
Clark Candy... Alvort Bit 
Creamett ....-Jolnm H. Dunham*® 
Cuticura Atherton Currier® 
Crowel Publishing Mc Cann-Erickson 
Dodge Motor .. Ruthrauff’ & Ryan® 
-()-Glas Presba, Fellers & Presba 
Folger Coffees 6645006 
Gardn Nut Northwest Radio Advertising® 
General Mill ; ....- Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Ger Foods (H Benton & Bowl@s 
(rer Seaf Alley & Richards*® 
Golden Pear H. W. Kastor® 
(300 ir Vir Arthur Kudner 
Mountain Products, George H. Hartman 


COCO CHC Tracy, Locke & Dawson 
...Blackett-Sample-Hummert 

® Accounts marked with an asterisk Use time segments of tess than 
fiva minutes 


Dr. Pepper.. 
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ROOSEVELT MUST CONFORM CODE 
N.A.B. LOSES FACE, LEADERS 


Father Coughlin and Townsendites Would Make 
Capital of Exception—Mutual In Delicate Spot 


—Awaiting President’s Son’s Answer 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

Spanking of Elliott Roosevelt, 
even if he does typify the constant 
threat or political revenge, is 
planned by the National Association 
of Broadcasters code enforcers as a 
demonstration that the new pact is 
not a one-way proposition. After 
the ban was raised against further 
sales of time to the Townsend old- 
age pension lobbyists, N.A.B. officials 
decided that Roosevelt's defi could 
not go unchallenged and promptly 
called attention of Mutual executives 
to the conflict between his news 
comment and the impartiality re- 
quirement to which the web has 
subscribed. Matter is in the lap of 
Theodore R. Streibert of WOR, the 
Mutual voice on the code administra- 
tion body. 

Streibert was advised that N.A.B. 
expects Mutual to put its own house 
in order, via a letter from Neville 
Miller Friday (13) after discussions 
whether to let ‘Roosevelt get away 
with it.’ 

While young Roosevelt was in 
town last week, he made no move 
toward the N.A.B. and couldn't be 
bothered to drop around at WOL, 
the local MBS headquarters and 
outlet. But he did promise to fly to 
New York this week for a huddle 
with Streibert concerning his inten- 
tion to go on taking sides in his 
microphone discussions and the re- 
straining effect of the code. 

Action against the President’s son 
became imperative when friends of 
Father Coughiin sounded off about 
the refusal to permit the Detroit 
priest to go on buying time for his 
political harangues. Code enforcers 
are aware that if they wink at 
Roosevelt fils they'll be wide open 
to charges of discrimination and 
without a reply to assertions that 
they lack courage to apply the penal- 
ties to spielers with intimidating 
political connections. Taunts of this 
kind would be intensely humiliating 
and compliance by other gabbers 
could not be expected if such favor- 
itism unbalanced enforcement of the 
code. 

\Warning on Townsendites 


Formal warning against sale of 
time to the Townsendites was pro- 
voked by inquiries from agents of 
the pension movement which has 
mapped elaborate plans for a vote- 
rallying campaign in the hope of 
putting over the $200-a-month 
scheme in the next Congress. Al- 
though slow in getting rolling, the 


vy 


Up-to-Date Scripts 


San Antonio, Oct. 17. 

‘The Adventures of Gary and 
Jill’ heard daily over the Texas 
State Network may be the only 
radio program incorporating 
day-by-day developments in the 
present war zone in a fiction 
yarn. 

Writing the script only a short 
time before it goes on the air, 
Jimmy McClain, author-actor, 
writes in allusions to latest war 


KYSER AIRS FROM 
FILM SET AT RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Kay Kyser’s program next Wednes- 
day (25) will come from a broad- 
casting set in his picture, “That's 
Right, You’re Wrong,’ at the RKO 
studio. Regular ducat holders will 


be admitted. 

Kyser guests with Jack Benny on 
his program Sunday (22) to swap 
quips and get in a plug for his pic- 
ture, 


Wynn Neely, formerly with WISN 
and WEMP, Milwaukee, has joined 
the sales staff of WROK, Rockford, 


Network Premieres 


WEDNESDAY, OCT. 18 
CHARLES GULDEN, INC. WJZ-NBC, Wednesday and Friday, 6:30 
to 6:45 p.m. ‘Gulden Serenaders,’ with Red Latham, Wamp Carlson, 
Guy Bonham, Peg La Centra, Johnny Gart. Charles W. Hoyt. Pro- 
ducers, Frank Chase and Richard Pratt. Announcer, Hjerluff Pro- 
vensen. Originates from New York. Hookup, 5 stations, 


FRIDAY, OCT. 20 
MENNEN CO. (Shaving Cream). WOR-Mutual, 8 to 8:30 p.m. ‘Quixie 
Doodle Contest,’ with Colonel Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle, contestants. H. M. 
Kiesewetter. Producer, Sam S. Baker. Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 10 stations. 


SATURDAY, OCT. 21 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET CO. (Cue Liquid Dentrifice). WABC- 
CBS, 8 to 8:30 p.m. ‘Gang Busters,’ with Col. Norman H. Schwartz- 
kopf, dramatic cast. Benton & Bowles. Announcer, Frank Gallop. 
Originates from New York. Hookup, 61 stations. 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET CO. (Cashmere Bouquet Products, 
Halo). WABC-CBS, 8:30 to 9 p.m. Wayne King’s Orchestra, with 
Buddy Clark. Benton & Bowles of Chicago. Originates from Chicago. 
Hookup, 66 stations. 


SUNDAY, OCT. 22 


CO-OPERATIVE. WOR-Mutual, Sunday, 6 to 6:30 pm. ‘Calling 
America’, with Drew Pearson, Bob Allen, Erno Rapee, Mary Small, 
Tunetwisters. Announcer Arthur Hale. Originates from New York 


bulletins, Ill, 


and Washington. 


pensioners are collecting a slush 
fund to finance daily talks, with an 
ambition to expand gradually until 
the broadcast operations are on a 
transcontinental scale. 

During political campaigns, the 
Townsendites can purchase periods 
in order to support or fight ‘qualified 
candidates for public office,’ which 
they intend to do, the N.A.B. com- 
mittee remarked. But otherwise, 
discussion of the pension formula 
would constitute debate on a ‘public 
controversial issue,’ allowed only on 
a sustaining basis with equal oppor- 
tunity for all factions. 

The action caused little comment 
here, where hosts of legislators are 
terrified of the Townsendites and 
not likely to be displeased by any 
development which tends to mini- 
mize the ballot-box influence of 
pension-seekers. Senator Sheridan 
Downey of California, who is close 
to Dr. Francis E. Townsend and the 
new one-man strategy board for the 
outfit, remarked that N.A.B.’s stand 
had been expected and he was con- 
fident that ‘we will be able to work 
something out.’ No threats were 
issued locally, although more rabid 
Townsendites probably will harbor 
resentment and wait for a chance to 
pay off grudges. 

Possibility that Townsend will go 
over the border, a la Brinkley, and 
try to drum up dimes and votes 
through a Mexican _ transmitter 
seems remote. With the United 
States applying pressure to get the 
American-owned plants off the air, 
operators below the Rio Grande are 
not believed likely to incur more 
American wrath. 


© Big or small, the local firms 
whose business on 
selling Cincinnatians, are 
switching to the new WSAT,, 
The significance of their 
changing to WSAI is fully ex- 
plained by merely’ listing 
them—the who's who of radio 
sponsors in 


Included are: Cineinnati’s su-; 


 per-merchandisers, ALBER S 


SUPER MARKETS; also Cin- 
cinnati’s greatest “mutual as- 
sociation,” the 800 food deal- 
ers making up the WHITE 


THE MOST 


VILLA GROCERS. Included, 
too, is Cincinnati's biggest 
drug chain, THE DOW DRUG 
COMPANY. And the entire 
GREATER CINCINNATI 
MEAT DEALERS’ ASSOCIA- 
TION ... Not to mention THE 
CINCINNATI GAS & ELEC 
TRIC COMPANY . Nor the 
34 OTHER LOCAL FIRMS, 
WHICH, REALIZING WHAT 
CINCINNATI'S NEW RADIO 
SITUATION MEANS TO AD- 
VERTISERS, ARE PLACING’ 
THEIR BUSINESS WHERE IT 
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RADIO LAW FEES 


NAB. Tells Food- Drug Officers 


They Dont 


Know Radio Facts 


National Association of Broad- 
casters, through its bureau of adver- 
tising, last week answered the at- 
tack which had been made upon 
radio advertising at a recent Hart- 
ford meeting of the Association of 
Food and Drug Officials. The 
N.A.B. answer termed as ‘unfair and 
not based on facts’ various state- 


ments made by speakers at this 
gathering, and cited the co-opera- 
tion on the subject that has ex- 


isted for years between radio and 
the Federal Trade Commission. 


One speaker at the Hartford meet- 
ing stated that radio advertising of 
food and drug products ought to be 
subjected to the same scrutiny by 
government officials as that of news- 
papers, while another commented 
that statements over the air have thus 
far escaped ‘regulation.” The N.A.B. 
statement recalled that the networks 


‘furnish the FTC with the scripts of 


all commercial programs, while ex- 
ercising their own voluntary con- 


Choice Spot 


Washington, Oct. 17. 
Salesmen for WRC overheard 
giving spot client big build-up 
as follows: 
‘We can put you between ‘The 


Men I Married’ and ‘John’s 
Other Wife.’’ 
trol of advertisers’ claims in ad- 


vance of programs, and that all sta- 
tions supply the FTC with a full 
week’s scripts at weekly intervals. 
Also that the N.A.B’s own weekly 
bulletins to stations carry a full re- 
port of FTC actions, including com- 
plaints, cease and desist orders and 
stipulations. 

Likewise pointed out by the 
N.A.B. that the FTC review of radio 
advertising copy has been in effect 


since July, 1934, and that rec- 
ognition of radio’s co-operation was 
included in the commission’s report 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1938. The report stated that it ‘has 
observed an interested desire on the 
part of such broadcasters...to aid in 
the elimination of false, misleading 
and deceptive advertising.’ During 
this year, added the report, it re- 
ceived 490,670 copies of commercial 
radio broadcast continuities, 


Fulton Lewis’ Acct. 


The Regulations Circus Gets 
More Complicated and 
Both Stations and At- 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual’s Wash- 
ington commentator, has his 
network commercial. It’s Detrola, 
radio. 

He 


facturer underwriting him _ three 
days a week. 


the 


WILL DO THEM THE MOST ( 
GOOD. 

WSAI now has the MOST 
LOCAL BUSINESS OF ALL 


NETWORK STATIONS HERE. 


DR. 


Just as important, WSAL NOW 
HAS THE BEST SPONSORS. 
Many of the 39 firms listed 
‘are using two or more differ-. 
ent, programs for different 
products. Look them over. 
And remember this: THEY 
CHOOSE WSAI BECAUSE IT 
I§ THE BUY IN CINCIN- 


NATI! 


+ These Firms Place Their Business 
From Cincinnati; Knowing Cincinnati 
Thoroughly, They Naturally Choose WSAI 


ALBERS SUPER MARKETS, INC. 

BARQ BOTTLING COMPANY 

BARRON G. COLLIER 

CAPITOL-BARG DRY €LEANING COMPANY 
CINCINNATI GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY 
CROSLEY DISTRIBUTORS 

DOW DRUG COMPANY 

KINWALD 

DR. SAM POLLACK 

FIFTH-THIRD UNION FRUST COMPANY 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY DEALERS 

B. F. GOOGDRICH COMPANY 

GOODYEAR SHOE REPAIR SHOP 

GREATER CIN’TI RETAIL MEAT DFALERS ASSN. 
GRIPPO CONE & PRETZEL COMPANY 
GUENTHER JEWELERS 

HOOSIER KITCHEN CABINET COMPANY 
HUB CLOTHING COMPANY 

A. W. KAMPF COMPANY 

LANGE THE JEWELER 

H. LUEDEKE DAIRY COMPANY 
MODEL SHOE COMPANY 

MOELDER COAL COMPANY 

MOHAWK RADIO & ELECTRIC SHOP 
NASH MOTORS OF CINCINNATI 

OHIO EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

H. & S. POGUE COMPANY 

M. PRINCE. COMPANY 

QUEEN OPTICAL COMPANY 

RED TOP BREWING COMPANY 
ROLLMAN & SONS COMPANY 

RUBEL BAKING COMPANY 
SCHOENLING BREWING COMPANY 
SEFFERINO ROLLERDROME 

SWIFT & COMPANY 

SUN SPOT CINCINNATI, INC. 

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
WHITE VILLA GROCERS, INC. 
WUERDEMAN DRY CLEANING COMPANY 


first | 


starts on a 14-station MBS_ 
hookup Oct. 30, with the set manu- | 


torneys Face Readjust- 
ments 


| 


DETAIL LOAD 


| Washington, Oct. 17. 

General jacking up of legal costs 
will cause pocket-book convulsions 
on the part of broadcasters and in- 
dividuals anxious to enter the busi- 
ness. It’s because of the growing 
amount of work required by the 
complexity of new FCC regulations 
and tougher attitude which in- 
creases the likelihood of court rows. 
|; With much more detail to be han- 
dled in prosecuting a case, members 
of the radio bar are up against the 
necessity of lengthening their hours, 
farming out business, or taking a 
cut in income. Some offices have 
taken on additional help, but others 
| feel it is desirable to reject new ac- 
| counts and boost charges for work 
that is accepted. Of course, some 
attorneys still are anxious to grab 
more clients. 

The unavoidable necessity of put- 
| ting in more time on cases—thus 
| making it difficult to represent as 
many clients as before—is traced di- 
rectly to the revised rules of pro- 
, cedure promulgated during the past 
| year. These require more thorough 
| preparation of cases, with longer pe- 
; riods at the case histories and deep- 
| er research, plus additional docu- 
| ments. Hope of winning is more im- 
| mediately contingent upon diligence 

and conscientiousness than before, 
| and the lawyer who gets beaten too 
| steadily finds prospective business 
| going past his door and present cli- 

ents growing uneasy. 
Many Worries 
First worry for the barristers was 
| abolition of the old examining sys- 
tem. When examiners’ reports were 
| given up, the FCC required the 
| practitioners participating in a hear- 
| ing to file their own digests of evi- 
| dence and a proposed finding of 
fact. This entailed additional work 
that previously was a chore of Com- 
mish hired hands. 
It still is necessary to go into the 
| legal precedents, the record, and the 
statute to obtain an oral argument. 
LF xceptions to the Commission’s pro- 


posed findings have to be more ex- 
plicit and detailed, however, now 
that the regulators have become 


Legreeish toward nearly. all petition- 
ors. 
Another bundle was thrown on the 

load last week by Chairman James 
| L. Fly. So the Commish can have 
| a guide for oral arguments, F'ly 
| wants all attorneys to submit three 
| days in advance a memorandum out- 
| lining the way they will cover the 
points made in their exceptions. 

; On top of all this, court litigation 
requires a pile more work. Fre- 
quency of appeals has increased ma- 
| terially in the past year—in every- 
thing except routine cases somebody 
is liable to ask a review because of 
| the heightening controversies over 


| many aspects of the law and the 


| bitterness of competition—so that the 
| limit on the client’s bankroll is about 


the only check on the effort required 
by barristers. As the number of 
disappointed facilities-seekers grows, 
the proportion of appeals rises. 


OLD GOLD DECIDES ON 
BENCHLEY THIS WEEK 


Old Gold has until the end of this 
week to pick up its option on Bob 
Benchley, whose contract with the 
account expires with the Nov. 14 
broadcast. 

Lennen & Mitchell, agency for the 
cigaret, has been dickering for Rudy 


Vallee’s services but this is out, 
| principally due to the $12,000 nut 
| that his type of show would entail. 


—_- 
| 
| 
| | | 
— | 
| 
| 
0 a 
¢ af 
Represented by INTERNATIONAL RADIO SALES 
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SHEPARD ‘ON 


RADIO 


TRIAL’ OWN HOME TOWN 


MAURICE MOVES MATURE 


Grudge Fight Set for Nov. 8 — Staging Event in 


Boston Seen an Advantage to His Ex-Employee 
In Mustering Witnesses Inexpensively 


Washington, Oct. 17. 
Grudge fight between John Shep- 
ard, 3d, and an ex-employee, Law- 
rence Flynn, was set for next month 
by the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. Involving several Impor- 
tant regulatory principles, a hearing 
in Boston goes on Nov. 8 on applica- 
tion of Flynn’s Mayflower Broadcast- 

ing Co. for WAAB's 1410 ke. berth, 
In a virtually unprecedented ac- 
tion, the Commish has scheduled a 
public airing to determine whether 


serve the public interest. Novel set 
of issues includes the usual reason— 
pendency of a rival application—and 
the question of whether public inter- 
est would be promoted to a greater 
degree’ by allowing Mayflower to re- 
place the Yankee Network’s Mutual 
outlet in the Bean Centre. 


Holding the session in Boston is a 


distinct advantage to Flynn, who has 
been seeking his former employer's 
scalp for over a year. Simpler for 
him, and much less costly, to round 


‘attaches went to the Pacific Coast 
‘rather than drag witnesses 3,000 
| miles. 

Flynn or Shepard is better fitted to | 


Shepard's foes and wash dirty 
linen which has occasioned consid- 
‘erable comment in political circles, 


Boston hearing is in accordance 
/with a new—but never formally an- 
nounced—policy of taking evidence 
the field whenever all parties 
,side in the same locality. Pointed | 
jout that in the last round of the 
Bellingham, Wash., tiff Commission 


The Flynn-Shepard row is of trade- 
wide significance, not merely because 
Shepard has been prominent in 
N.A.B., but because an involved is- 
sue is whether a station proprietor, 
as such, has the right to use his fa- 
cilities in taking sides in political 
rows, thus laying the basis for a 
clear-cut ruling on the disputed 
question about propriety of a radio 
station having an editorial policy 
like a newspaper. 


Undercover angle, likewise con- 


that Shepard has two 
outlets in the same city, thus giving 
the FCC a potential opportunity to 
carry further its contention that pub- 
lic interest is better served if owner- 
ship of outlets is distributed as wide- 
ly as possible. The fact that Shepard 
possesses several plants undoubtedly 
will be spotlighted. 


While the issues do not take the 
usual form in renewal hearings, 
Shepard will be on the defensive. 
Because Flynn last year filed a num- 
ber of serious charges—ranging from 
violation of the lottery prohibition to 
denial of equal opportunity to politi- 
cal candidates—against WAAB as a 
result of the last Boston mayoralty 
election. After mulling the accusa- 
tions, the FCC ordered a hearing on 
the station’s license renewal plea, but 
this was called off when the Com- 
mish Law Department performed a 
remarkable somersault, and finally 
said there was no prima facie evi- 
dence which would justify taking of 
testimony. The flipflop, which occa- 
sioned considerable comment, oc- 
curred after Flynn tried to recall his 
complaint and decided to harass 
Shepard with the new application, 


Stuart Wayne, announcer, moved 


cerning many broadcasters, is the 


to WMAS, Springfield. 
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From the Production Centers 


4 


IN NEW YORK... 


Howard London, who used to scout news for trade papers, is now chas- 
ing guest talent for Pedlar & Ryan in behalf of Vitalis’ ‘For Men Only’ 
show. It's a part time assignment....Bernard Schubert asking stations 
carrying ‘By Kathleen Norris’ to telegraph the authoress....Bill Paley 
recovered from nasty limousine spill that bruised his nose painfully fort- 
night back. 

Lucius Beebe’s first three shots as WOR-Mutual’s ‘First Nighter’ re- 
placing Bide Dudley, are test shots....Genevieve Rowe does concert at 
Hollins College, Va., Feb. 7, 1940....WNEW gets another football commer- 
cial from Atlantic Refining Oct. 28. Carnegie Tech—Notre Dame... Joe 
Lilley, choir director at NBC, out to free-lance....Mutual to pick up all 
Hialeah Park, Fla., horse races this season. Starts Jan. 10 with Inaugural 
Handicap, winding up Marh 2 with Widener $50,000 Handicap....Allan 
Reed, announced on Col. Stoopnagle’s ‘Quixie Doodle’ show which starts 
on WOR-Mutual Friday (20), is Teddy Bergman....Freddie Rich band 
gets ‘Show of Week’ shot on Mutual-WOR Nov. 5....Dinah Shore has 
three new sustaining spots on NBC. She’s on Sunday, Monday and Fri- 
day....Ed East’s early morning hour program on WJZ, N. Y., picked up 
Pinex, Vick Chemical and Commercial Solvents as participating sponsors 
....Vicki Baum now permanent member of ‘Author, Author’ on WOR- 
Mutual....Dolly Mitchell, on Chiclet program is 16-year-old daughter of 
Al Mitchell, WOR’s ‘Answer Man’....WMCA installed RCA-NBC’s Ortha- 
Coustic Recording equipment....Otis Williams and Ted Herbert pre- 
sented with watches for running over $1,000,000 mark in time sales for 
WOR....Bide Dudley doing his legit reviews on WHN. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Bill Lawrence on leave from KNX (CBS) production staff to handle 
‘I Want a Divorce’ on NBC....Lillian Cornell, Chicago canary, was piped 
in by NBC on a picture audition. If studio officials okay she goes into 
Jack Benny’s next picture at Paramount....Orson Welles’ troupe detoured 
to old KNX studio, now tenanted by a school, due to heavy Sunday sched- 
ule at Columbia Square and remote points. 


® In iess than a year 


“Lady, Lend an Ear” has completely cap- 
tured the housewifely interest of 255,000 
radio homes in the Denver-Rocky Moun- 
tain area. It started off as a 15-minute 
period of home-making suggestions and 
household hints. It has grown, by popular 
demand, into a 45-minute, six-times-a-week 
program that holds its audience through a 
flawless blend of showmanship plus. 

Local advertisers were first to discover 


KLZ-produced 
who for eight years 


made available for 


*Dinty Doyle, N. Y. 


‘who should be grabbed 


the power of this typical sales-provoking 
KLZ production. National sponsors lost 
no time in capitalizing on its popularity 
and its drawing power. So in less than a 
year on the air, “Lady, Lend an Ear” has 


counted on its roster of participating co- 


sponsors leading names 


in Colorado 


among retailers and manufacturers of 
home furnishings, foods and appliances. 


Naturally, this type of program .. . de- 
signed, planned and conducted by KLZ’s 


Margaret Moore*, a skilled commentator 
standing women’s programs , , . can be 
sponsors. But participation of a few sea- 
sonal accounts leaves an occasional spot 


for those who want a sure, economical road 
into the hearts of women of this region, 


ist, referred to her as “an important lady of radio 


has been creating out 


a limited number of 


Journal-American columne 


by the networks,” 


CBS AFFILIATE 560 KILOCYCLE$ 


UNDER MANAGEMENT AFFILIATED WITH THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY *% PusLisuer or THe 
DAILY OKLAHOMAN, THE TIMES AND TH® FARMER-STOCKMAN *® OWNER AND OPERATOR OF STATIONS 
WKY, OKLAHOMA CirTy, AND KVOR, CoLorapo Sprinas REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGEncy, 


VISUAL EVIDENCE of the popularity of KL2’» 
“Lady, Lend an Ear” is to be found in the SR 

sign which usually goes up in KLZ’s main studie 
before this sparkling program goes on the aif. 


| POLITICIAN BIDS 
FOLKS HECKLE HIM 


Cincinnati, Oct. 17. 
Seeking to bust into politics as a 
councilman, Charles Tobias, a 
broker, is buying twice-weekly 


quarter-hour periods on WCPO to 
wage a candidate-on-the-curb cam- 
paign. Has no set talks for sidewalk 
sessions and invites onlookers to pop 
questions, which he answers on the 
air. He’s extra polite to hecklers. 

Station’s production manager, Bob 
Bentley, tugs co-mikers. 


Elliot Broza’s Boy Orch. 


Auditioning for a Film 
Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 

A moppets orchestra led by Elliott 

Broza, son of Stan Lee Broza, pro- 

gram director of WCAU, will be au- 

ditioned next week by Republic Pic- 

tures scouts for a spot in its new 
‘Hit Parade’ film. 


The members of the band range 
from 13 to 16, and were formed from 
among participants in Pater Broza’s 
‘Kiddie Hour.’ 


|  KSO-KRNT Run Show 


Des Moines, Oct. 17. 

KSO-KRNT is again furnishing 
talent for the Des Moines auto show, 
this year Oct. 23 to 28. Headliners 
will be Griff Williams’ band with 
Ray Perkins, of NBC, as emcee. 

This is the seventh consecutive 
year the stations have been in charge 
of entertainment for the show. 


"The Italo-Amorican Wa 


 @ ad of the biggest National Advertisers® in the country 
and the largest in its field enjoyed tremendous distriteus 
tion in New York os @ result of their English radio programs. 
(This was the picture when we contacted their Agency two 
years ago.) 
Displaying a record of sales Rgures which sure were impres- 
sive, the Agency frankly said te us, what more could we eek 
for? We took one quip and several glances end then very 
calmly replied: "The vast italo- American market of approxd= 
mately 1,500,000, which spends over @ Billion Dollars 


But, countered the Agency, we reach that market. And we 
agreed they do... IF Italo-Americans tuned in to thele 
Program! With a blink os well as a stare, the Agencyman 
was then taken unaware! 
Hence, we explained to him that to reach this separate and 
distinct market, it was necessary to advertise “The 
American Way."'** Weill, that was two years ogo and since 
that time their progroms have o/so paid large dividends 
“The Italo-Americon Way!" 
That's why they, like many others, have been i. 
Advertisers with us—for results show that there is ne 
when you advertise “The Hole-American Woy.” 


* Mame Giediy Diver On Reqvent 
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Wednesday, October 


In appreciation of the generous tribute in last 
week’s Variety on the anniversary of my ninth 


year in radio 
deeply grateful . 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


NEAL BARRETT 
BEN BERNIE 
NAT BRUSILOFF 
ARTHUR COHEN 
TED COLLINS 

C. B.S. 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 
ED CASHMAN 
ALLEN DRAKE 
GEORGE FERRIS 
BETTY GARDE 
JOHNNY GREEN 


ADELAIDE KLEIN 


- » It was touching, and I am 
« tO 


KOMA, Oklahoma City TOM SHIRLEY 

ESTELLE LEVY DON STAUFFER 
GUY LOMBARDO TED STRAETER 
A. & S. LYONS, INC. BILL STUHLER 


WILLIAM P. MALONEY SYLVAN TAPLINGER 


MINNIE MECCA ELSIE TOMPKINS 
HELEN MENKEN 
JACK MILLER 


NCEL MILLS 


JANE TOMPKINS 
HARRY VON ZELL 


REGINA WALLACE 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


BILL ROBINSON MARK WARNOW 


ERIK ROLF WCAU, Philadelphia 


DON W. SHARPE 
SAM H. SCHIFF JOHNNY WILLIAMS 


ORSON WELLES 


LILLIAN SCHOEN HENNY YOUNGMAN 


My sincerest thanks, 
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Radio Parfermers In Londen Protest 


B.B.C. Trading Them In for Records 


London, Oct. 5. 
Radio performers who have been 
idle a month since outbreak of war, 
due to drastic reshapement of Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp. schedules, are 
to protest to Director-general Ogil- 
vie. Performers are gathering to- 


gether and want to have a deputa- | 


tion meet him to hear their pleas 
for a break. 

Trouble is many of these enter- 
tainers depend largely on broadcasts 
for the weekly pay-off, and cannot 
even get auxiliary engagements out- 
side because of the clamp down on 
most forms of entertainment. What 
irks them is to hear frequent pro- 


grams of phonograph recordings in| 
spots they feel could better be filled | 


with live talent. 

Only talent getting a break is that 
small contingent recruited into BBC 
stock variety and drama companies, 
on a for-the-duration-of-the war 


|! basis. Actors are located at secret 


centres out in the sticks for this | 


work, 


— 


First Remote Pickup 
First remote hook-up of a war- 


| 


time show was made by BBC trom, 


Force camp ‘somewhere in England.’ 
Concert was given for the troops by 
entertainment personalities, led by 
| Dorothy Ward, Phyllis Robbins and 
| Stainless Stephen, and was part of 
'the big national plan for keeping the 
boys lively and cheerful. Program, 
| however, did not reach home listen- 
‘ers, but went out instead only over 
the Empire senders. 

Legit Stars on Air 

Closing down of the dramatic 
theatres or their operation on a day- 
'time only basis has made available 
to radio many stars not often heard 
;over BBC. These names will prob- 


an airplane hangar at a Royal Air | 


ably be notable as BBC reconstructs 
its shattered program schedule. Jack 
Hurlburt and Cicely Courtneidge 
with their own stage musical hit 
‘Under Your Hat’ a victim of the 
blackouts were recently lined up by 
BBC. Similarly another musical 
comedy pair, Jessie Mathews and 
Sonnie Hale, who are sans vehicle 
due to the war, have also been ap- 
proached for radio. 

John Watt is especially alive in 


| wishing to draw into his variety net 
/as many of the peacetime kingfishes 


of entertainment as will take the 
bait. His permanent company of 
vaudeville’ performers entrenched 
‘somewhere in the sticks’ has now 
been enriched by addition of Syd 
Walker, Elsie and Doris Waters, 
Davy Burnaby, Nosmo King, Scott 
and Whaley and the Two Leslies. 
Already back on the air are shows 
like ‘The White Coons,’ ‘Band 
Waggon’ and ‘It’s That Man Again.’ 
Others due for wartime debuts are 
‘Sing Song,’ ‘The Kentucky Min- 
strels,’ ‘Lucky Dip,’ ‘Songs from the 
Shows’ and ‘Palace of Varieties.’ 


KFH’s Harvest Show 
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2,000,000 at CBS Shows in 1939 


New York. 


Editor, VARirety: 

I believe it is pertinent to note that with the leasing of the Ritz 
theatre on West 48th street, as a supplementary playhouse to accom- 
modate many CBS programs and to serve as CBS Theatre No. 4, the 
Columbia studio audience figures for 1939 are expected to approach 
2,000,000 people, two-and-one-half times as many as its nearest net- 
work competitor. Is not this figure a striking indication of the transi- 
tion of radio from an auditory medium alone to an important visual 
attraction? In 1934, only 75,000 people watched radio programs dur- 
ing the entire year. This year, with only eight months gone by, the 
attendance in Columbia’s three radio theatres in New York City alone, 
reached 695,095, while the west Coast auditoriums attracted a propor- 
tionately large number. And the demand for tickets is still ahead of 
the supply, in spite of the constantly increasing facilities for handling 
large audiences. 

Seven or eight years ago very litle thought was given to a studio 
audience for radio programs. The vast entertainment which listening 
to the radio at home gave to people seemed to preclude the possibility 
of a studio audience of any size. The largest studio which we (CBS) 
had at that time was Studio One, at 485 Madison avenue, seating 100 
people. The average studios accommodated only four or five outsiders. 

Columbia first started to change this attitude in September, 1932, 
using outside facilities, such as Carnegie Hall, Mecca Temple and the 
Carnegie Chamber Hall, for several large programs. This met with a 
growing demand, which prompted CBS to open its first ‘radio theatre’ 


Wichita, Kans., Oct. 17. 
Radio station KFH gave the Fri- 
day afternoon program at last week’s 
Harvest Festival promoted by the 


MEMO TO RADIO COMEDIANS: 
local merchants to bring in crowds. 


YOU'RE A SUCKER NOT Santee 
TO BUY THE BEST GAGS! _| str were ny suet 


| group were augmented by guest ar- 
For Fresh Comedy Material Get In Touch with 


—the Hudson theatre—on Feb. 1, 1934. The theatre seated 1,026, which 
it did frequently until Columbia left it on June 26, 1937. Since then 
the corporation has had various leases on Broadway playhouses. 

Although there is a feeling that the World’s Fair has been an im- 
portant factor in improving broadcast attendance his year, it is im- 
possible to actually determine its influence. It has helped undoubt- } 
edly, but the constantly rising curve of audience figures indicates that 
this year would have seen almost the same increase, with or without 
the Fair. 

The total attendance at all CBS radio theatres, coast-to-coast, through 
August, amounts to 1,123,619. In six years—75,000 to 2,000,000. A 
record, 


tists. 
Eddy McKean, KFH announcer, 
| was master of ceremonies. 


HAL WHITMAN | — 


BOX 333, VARIETY, New York 


| Ernest Rogers, publicity director 
,and head newscaster of WSB and 
'WAGA, Atlanta, in hospital. 


Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr. 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 


‘GIVEAWAY RADIOS 
Hard to Remember? ~— ALA POT 0° GOLD 
— ge Easy to Find Out! Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 


| Included in 27 special stunts to be 
Variety Radio Directory is an encyclopedia | aired by WFIL from the stage at the 


Automobile Show opening Oct. 26 
of factual data on broadcasting. In table at Convention Hall is a Radio 
of contents are: 


| Awards program, in which five rad- 
| ios are to be given away a la Tums’ | 
TRENDS ...10 Years of Network Program Pot 0’ Gold to listeners whose names 


Analysis Specially Compiled by the Co- = oa random from the tele- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting; with 


39 maps and charts in color. Rural Radio | Colonel Stoopnagle’s ‘Quixie-Noodle’, 
Survey. | Horace Heidt, Cal Tinney, Howard 


| and Shelton, Jessica Dragon tte and 
ADVERTISING AGENCIES ... Network Bill- | 27° Setton, gonette an: 
ings to Agencies ... 825 Network, Spot 
and Regional Sponsors . . . Complete De- | te 


tails on all Major Advertising Agencies. | 


‘ 
MONEY ... Full Particulars on How, When The Wise Guy S 
and Where $144,000,000 Was Spent for 


3 . | San Antonio, Oct. 17. 
Radio in 1938. | Local twist on the ‘Information, 


| 

NEWS-PUBLICITY eee Lists of Radio Edi- Please’ and ‘Stop-Me-If-You've- 
tors and Their Policies... Trade Journals | Heard-This’ programs debuts on the 
PRODUCTION een Program Popularity Polls the brainchild of Jimmy McClain 
and Awards ... Programs Charted by who will mc. the proceedings. Ques- 
Types... Full Data on All Network Com- | tions sent in by the audience asked 
mesutel Programs. the wise guys and $1 in cash is to go 

: A to each listener stumping the group. 
PRODUCTION AIDS... Musie Licensing | Ralph Rose, director of the web’s 
Societies ... Popular Song Lists... Adapta- | orchestra; Clark Fulks, continuity 


tions of Plays, Books, etc. . . Research Or- | @@itor; Claudine French, radio ac- 


| tress, and Jack Mitchell, production 
ganizations ... Transcription Producers. | manager of the web, make up the 


PROFESSIONAL RECORDS... Records on) braintrust. A fifth ‘wise guy’ will 
5.625 Radio Artists. |be _ prior to the broadcast each 
| week, 


PROGRAM TITLES .. . 25,000 Names of | 
Program Series. | 


STATIONS ... Details on all U. S., Cana. | 
dian, Alaskan and Hawaiian Stations. 


SPORTS . .. Records of Sponsored Sports| O 
| 


(with Names of Sports Announcers). 


TELEVISION-FACSIMILE . . . Complete De- | 
tails on Radio’s Two New Arts. 


Plus Unions, Networks, Law and Other 
; Timely Subjects ... 1,352 Pages. 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 
$5 PER COPY 
NEW YORK 


VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St. 


VARIETY 
BRENTANO’S BOO TORES 


RANDOLPH ST. BOOKSTORE 
54 W. Randolph St. 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
VARIETY 


1708 No. Vine St. 


SATYR BOOK STORES 
1620 No. Vine St. 


Please send..... 
DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy in N. Y. City). 


Check Enclosed 


of VARIETY RADIO 


C] Send Invoice 
l 
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fm. GREEN, LET ME 
INTRODUCE THE EXTRA 
MILLIONS OF FAMILIES 
WHO WANT THAT 
DENTIFRICE ADVER- 
TISED ON THE REDIE 


cin 


. 


| 


| | 


EQ 


Cold figures talk... Dentifrice makers, in the first eight months of °39, invested $1,274,922 in NBC RED Network time—$409,761 more than any other network! 


Program ratings havea 
new meaning for 


Red 


Program ratings now have a new meaning... one discovered in the most pene- 


trating circulation survey ever made—a survey which proves the Red’s regular 


listening audience of 22,000,000 families is greater than any other network’s 


—and which also reveals that 13,000,000 families “listen most” to the Red! 


To make another survey isnt necessarily news. 
But this one literally rolls away a fog that has ob- 
scured radio for years! 

Never before had there been a measurement of 
network listening habits of people in every city in 
the U.S. of 25,000 and over...in addition to the 
cities where leading networks have stations. 


Plus that, the research delved into one out of five 


of all rural counties from coast to coast, adding to 


the findings among that part of the rural audience 


living nearthe cities where large stations are located. 


*The Other Half” Talks! 


From this remarkably complete survey, facts were 
found which no advertiser can profitably ignore. 
Facts which will surprise those who have judged 


network values by program ratings...and prove the 
error of projecting, on a national plane, ratings 
made only in station-cities. Also facts based on the 
testimony of “The Other Half” of the national radio 
audience—the 51% of the country’s radio owners 
never before studied! 

Advertising men tell us this survey is the first to 
give them a factual presentation of why and how 
radio works the way it does. A survey that shows 
them the importance of the fundamentals of radio 
transmission...the relation of millivolts and listen- 
ing habits to the curve ona sales chart. It shows how 
to judge networks ona comparable circulation basis 
... Why day and night-time coverage are so vastly 
different...why a C. A. B. rating on the Red Network 


means a greater nationwide audience for a program 


than precisely the same rating on another network! 


It will pay you to hear this story 


We are eager to visit your office and show you the 
results of this survey. We think you'll agree that 
the proof it offers of the Red’s superiority can mean 
only one thing to advertisers on the Red — more 
sales. That, we believe, is why 79 national adver- 
tisers last year spent over $31,000,000 on the NBC 
Red Network 


other single advertising medium in the world! 


more money than was spent in any 


You can now prove with facts why the Red—the 
network with the majority of leading programs, day 
and night, since the beginning of network broad- 
casting —is far and away your most profitable 


advertising investment! 


Red 


The network most people listen to most 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY « A Radio Corporation of America Service 


nad 
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Border Stations Expected to Win; 
Mexican Radio Walkout Hint 


however, has been able to do noth- 


Mexico. City, Oct. 17. 
All signs suggest that Mexico will ing. The border broadcasters have 
field too astutely. 


continue to do as she pleases with | played the political fie 
regard to radio broadcasts. A sen-| — 
atorial committee has again nixed! 
ratification of the Havana pact for, Washington, Oct. 17. 
wavelengths Eventual ratification by Mexico re- 
America. The committee this time | 

as ; : : mains the hope of government people 
passed up ratification the | interested in the North American 
planation that to accept the pact radio pact even though the outlook 
would be contrary to Mexico's naaadl below the Rio Grande continues to 
ereignty and harm her interests. be discouraging. Certain recent sub 

Ratification issue now is solely UP| rosa developments are the reason 
to congress. But it seems to be odds- for the optimism. 
on that the legislature will follow Grumbling about the dallying of 
its committee's lead and also nix rat-|+,. YS. State Department is met 
ification. It was done last year with-| Vit) hints that something is being 
out comment or explanation. worked out quietly and suggestions 

Influence and political lobbying’ that the Mexican operators will 
skill of the so-called ‘border stations’! turn on heat which is sure to bring 
(owned by American promoters) has! a signature from the politicos in 
consistently beaten down every at-| command. Officially the prospects 
tempt to get Mexico to endorse its | are considerably brighter, although 
own negotiating committee that ini-| | watchers are bewildered about the 
tialed the reallocation pact in Ha-| reasons for feeling confident. 
vana some years ago. Buck-passing) As of this week, Washington has 
on the matter has maddened the; no definite information that the 
American State Department which, | Mexicans are any nearer hancocking 
| than during the many months that 
Canada, Cuba, and the U. S. have 
been waiting. Changes in the in- 
ternal political situation down there 
are said, however, to have improved 
4 the odds. Shake-up in the Com- 
TOPS IN munications Ministry looks like a 
considerable advantage. 


It’s Unreported in D. C., 


BOB McKEE TO CICERO 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 
Bob McKee, chief announcer at 
station WCAE, resigned last week 
to accept a spieler’s staff post with 
station WHFC in Cicero, Chicago 
suburb. At WHFC, he joins another 
ex-WCAE announcer, Marx Hart- 


‘until Wednesday, 2 P.M., when it 


Re-Worded 


Whenever the current pop ‘I 
Poured My Heart Into a Song’ is 
aired on the Old Gold show the 
lyrics of the tune are changed. 
At one point lyrics read ‘Played 
on the Hit Parade’ and are 
changed to read ‘Song Parade.’ 

Hit Parade is sponsored by 
Lucky Strike, Old Gold opposi- 
tion, 


WPEN OPEN, 
LABOR TALKS 
SLATED 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 


Order was tentatively restored at 
station WPEN over the weekend 
when the musicians, announcers and 
engineers agreed to return to work 
pending arbitration of the dispute 
between the station and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians sched- 
uled to begin Thursday (19) in New 
York. The temporary truce was 
called Saturday night following a 
conference between representatives 
of Arde Bulova, owner of the station, 
and officials of the AFM, Local 77, 


and the American Communications | 
Association, Local 28, representing 
the technical employees. 

The ACA members walked out last | 
Tuesday morning in sympathy with 
the musicians, who claimed they. 
were ‘locked out’ by the station on | 
Oct. 7, when they received notices 
they were dropped. The. station 
went off the air from Tuesday 7 A.M. 


resumed with substitute emplovees’ 


promptly called ‘scabs’ by both 
unions. These men were let go 
when the union employees returned | 


man, who is head of announcing 
staff there. 

McKee recently married Billie | 
Mulvihill, Pittsburgh socialite and 
actress, who was known as Evelyn | 
Terry when she was under contract | 
to Samuel Goldwyn in Hollywoood, | 
two years ago. 


THE VOICE OF THIS_ 
RICH MARKET 


IS... 


This station can be your most 
effective salesman in the two- 
billion-dollar market that is 
included in its primary area... 


LOOK | AT THESE WHAS POTENTIALITIES 


1,292,454 Families $1,296,831,000 Retail Sales 
$2,214,269,000 Total Spendable Income 
1,185,900 Radio Homes $1,492,684,705 Bank Deposits 


$153,975,874 Industrial Payroll 
$1,360,831,000 Value of Farm Lands and Buildings 


(Other data on sales potentialities in this area available on request.) 


CBS Basic Station 


KC. 
NATIONALLY REPRESENTED BY EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
Owned and Operated by 


THE COURIER-JOURNAL—THE LOUISVILLE TIMES 


50,000 
Watts 


on Sunday. 


Under the terms of the truce the 


members of the ACA were returned 


| with salary for the time lost. It is | 
| dramatizations will be done by stu-|} 


reported that the WPEN manage- 
ment will try to get a reduction in | 
‘live’ music budget. Under the | 


radio-AFM contract. the station was! the Crosley staff, will do the adapt- 
| required to spend $30,000 a year on | 


its 13-piece band. 
Officials of the Musicians Union 
said they would fight against any at- 


tempt to cut down this figure. They | 


pointed out that the $30,000 was even 
less than what was spent the previ- 
ous year by the station. 


Picketing of the station and trans- | 


mitter during the six-day strike was | 
marked by heckling of the marchers 
by passersby. Announcer Sandy 
Guyer had his glasses broken and 
his sign taken away by a bystander | 
who later told the Court ‘I just don’t | 
like pickets.’ | 


I. Q. PROGRAM DRAWS | 
9,000 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Oct. 17. 


Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valentine) played 
to 9,000 persons in the City Audi- 
torium Thursday night (5) as part 


food show. 
Milky Way quiz program Valentine | 
of Chicago, to stay over Friday. Lat- 
ter night’s attendance also 


capacity. 
WOW handled all promotion for 


tainment bill which went with it 
Bill included Roscoe Ates, Toby and 
Susie, and Lyle DeMoss and WOW 
Follies. 


Kelly, 


Albany, Oct. 


Kelly, Nason, Inc., has been for oe 
as a consolidation of Kelly, Nason | 
& Winsten, Inc., and Mahana Sales | 
Corp. Harry J. Winsten was former 
partner. 

Directors of new company are: 
John C. Kelly, Scarsdale, N. Y.; 
James R. P. Nason, Fairfield, Conn., 
and Elmer W. McCarthy, Jamaica, 
L. I. Capital stock is 3,500 shares. 
1 000 preferred at $100 par value and | 

2,500 common at no par value. 

Saxe, Gerdes, Bacon & 
were filing attorneys. 


Russ Stewart, KGKY, 


bluff, Neb., station manager, is to; 
ibe married on Nov. 15. 


| the Nation’s School of the Air pro-| 
| grams. | 


| é 
of the town’s second radio promoted |. 
So that the 2,000 per sons | aes Se 
turned away that night could see the! 


obtained permission from the spon-! 
sor’s agency, Grant Advertising, Inc., | 


the food show and booked the enter-! 


t.| 
| 


| Not long ago a woman from a 
| neighboring Connecticut town was 


Scoits- | 


Ben Pratt, who has been given the supervision of the Toscanini tickets 
at NBC, is following a different procedure this year, with a view to get- 
ting more working newspapermen into the concerts rather than have 
tickets fall willy-nilly into the hands of their flunkies and housemaidg. 
Pratt makes a personal check each week. Idea is to substitute a positive 
policy of inviting the press rather than a negative one of having scattered 
and unchecked requests taken care of as filed. 


Columbia Broadcasting System’s improved radio time sales is expected 
to be reflected in an increase in net earnings for the \first nine months this 
year, according to Wall Street forecast. Statement will not be out for sey- 


_ eral weeks but it is expected to show around $3,400,000 net earnings or 


about $800,000 more than the $2,606,158 reported for similar period in 1938. 

The first three quarters are expected to show about $2 per share on 
1,707,950 shares of Class A and B stocks, In the first nine months last 
year, CBS net profit was $1.53 per share. 


Though unable to play Decca records because of an injunction by the 
latter, Martin Block keeps friendly with Decca recording artists by plug- 
ging 'em without mentioning platter labels on his Make-Believe-Ballroom 
on WNEW,N. Y. He uses a platter of another band then follows a short 
spiel about it with ‘but you should hear the way so-and-so plays it.” In 
this case it was Jimmy Dorsey. 

Dorsey’s band got permission from Meadowbrook where it’s currently 
on location, and played Block’s Sunday afternoon shindig at Manhattan 
Center, N. Y., this week (15). 


Arthur Mann, European correspondent for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
has been named by Mutual as its war eye-witness. He left London Mon- 
day (9) for the western front on invitation of the French Government to 
various newspaper men and broadcasters. John Steel remains Mutual’s 
London man. 


Don't Scare Em WLW 
Warns on Fairy Tales 
In 11th Annual Series 


Cincinnati, Oct. 17. 
Nothing scary for kiddies. That's 
the order on production for WLW’s 
eleventh annual fairy tale series, 
starting Oct. 24. Stanzas will be) 
aired Tuesdays at 6:30 p. m. For- | 
merly they had a morning spot on | 


+ | 


‘BECOMES 
J 


Stories will be originated by the} 
station’s educational department, 
under direction of Joe Ries, and} 


A LARGE American concern marketed two coffees 


one a fairly good seller the other just a side line (Thig 
was the picture when the Advertising Manager of (we 
concern called usin for @ Kattee klatsch.~ 


dents of the Schuster-Martin School | 
of Drama, local. Arthur Radkey, of 


( 
Said he. “What's thie ‘Italo American Way’ you 
so much about?” Pointing te the side line coltee | 
added. How can it help me sel! that?” 

Weill. that was seven yeare ag. and today "ha! side une’ 


ing and direction. 


the main line of @ most successful cotfee bueness 


Thate why thie concern. like many othere 
‘ 


with us year atter year! 


Robt. Harter promoted to head | 
commercial traffic department of | 
| WHO, Des Moines. | 


Edward R. Mayer appointed news | 
editor of WIP, Philadelphia. | 


1M SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAN® RATES, 


FIRST 


en route to a New Jersey coast re- 
sort by car. Sudden illness in her 
| family made it imperative that she 


be reached at onee, IN LISTENER POPULARITY BY 3 


‘ IN THE HARTFORD AREA 
| The Hartford police asked us to as 
| help. Naturally we complied at @ IN NUMBZR OF NETWORK ADVERTISE 


once. @iIN NUMBER OF NATIONAL SPOT 
ADVERTISERS 


| FIVE MINUTES after her name 
"| first went on the air she phoned 
|to thank us! She had heard our 
| message on the radio in her car, 


In itself, this is a small thing. We 
mention it simply as an example 
of how thoroughly New Englanders 
have acquired the WTIC habit— 
and how consistently they listen 
us. A _ big, friendly audience 
like ours can be a big help to your 
| products in this Southern New 
' England market, 


“$0,000 warts. HARTFORD, CONN. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| | 
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any radio station 
match this record? 


Crossley Inc. finds 


94% of all sets in use tuned 


fo one radio station 


6 A. M. to 12 midnight... Monday through Fri- 


day...in three cities...94% of all sets were 


tuned to WJINO-CBS 


F... September 25 to 29 (Monday through Friday) 
Crossley, Inc., measured the radio audience in Palm 
Beach, West Palm Beach and Lake Worth, (year-round 
population, 51,780; winter population, 173,000). 
Crossley, Inc., used exactly the same technique they 
use for the regular CAB survey of program audiences 
from coast to coast... except that a total of 5,000 calls 
were made in 5 days in our market; one third as many 
as Crossley makes during the same period to measure 
program audiences in all the 33 CAB “checking cities,’ 


from New York to San Francisco! 


Here's What Crossley Found: 
That 94° of all sets in use were tuned to WJNO! 


That 99% of all programs heard in this area from 
6 A.M. to midnight— Monday through Friday —in 
three cities — are heard over WJNO! 


That no program broadcast over any station other 
than WJNO has even a 1% rating in our market! 


That CBS network programs carried on WJNO have 
very high ratings. Like this: Major Bowes, 31. Profes- 
sor Quiz, 25. Lum and Abner, 21. 


“Strongest Baby in Radio” 


So, because we are only three years old, we introduce 
ourselves as “the strongest baby in radio.” And 
although we don’t see how Crossley’s findings could 
be improved upon, we would like to remind you that 
we now operate on 250 watts, night and day—a power 
increase that went into effect too recently to influence 
the Crossley study. 

The conclusion is obvious. Only through WJNO can 
you hope to reach the wealthy Palm Beach market and 


its environs. No other station gets in! 


WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 


Columbia Broadcasting System Affiliate » Representative— Weed & Company, 350 Madison Avenue, New York, W. Y. 
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Russian and British Television 


Report of a Survey Made Just Before War Rang the 
Curtain Down on New Art 


By CHARLES K. FREEMAN 
(American stage director just back from survey of European television) 


If television is to become, as seems likely it will be bad personal eco- 
likely, a new entertainment form! nomics not to know. Television in 


many of us who are craftsmen and| Europe will hit stride again when '§ 


technicians in the theatre wili want a real peace with some future to it 
to know about it. Because quite; has been established. Meantime 


|} tangible progress has been made, 
'and goes on, at RCA-NBC in New 


| York City, the rate of advance be- 
ing retarded only by the excessively 
costly nature of the experimentation 
under American price and wage 

scales. 
Prior to the war which imme- 
diately rang down the curtain on all 
and her Rhythm Singers _television, the British Broadcasting 
|Co. has worked up to 18 hours a 
for ETHYL week of fairly varied programs with 
with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ J much emphasis upon longish dra- 
and TONY MARTIN |matic pieces, as often reviewed by 
CRS Every Monday, 8-8:30 P.M., EST J| VArRiery, but including everything 
Management | from diplomatic actualities to the 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY wwe Russe’'s ‘Les Sylphides. 
I watched rehearsals and telecast- 


570KC_ NBC 


RED* BLUE 


WSYR gives its audience the best 


programs of two networks — NBC 


Red and NBC Blue. 
that WSYR gives its clients a double 


This means 


audience of regular listeners—with 


increasing buying power and a de- 


sire to spend. 


ernoon. Production methods, player- 
groupings, intercutting and camera 
placement kept the play moving at;made by the 
a vigorous pace. 


spect of the seven league strides 
newcomer. Others 


the spill sometimes noticed in some! spectful stand-by attitude. 

of our American programs. Acting Then I went on to Russia. 

areas were 24 feet wide and scenery te of 

flats looked to be 14 footers. In the} Pe 

control room directly overhead, the .. 
tions, no less than diplomacy. They 


| tinized, each performing its separate 


three monitors were closely scru- hate & 
a year now and have yanked apart 
and put together RCA cameras and 
transmitters, fooled around with 
$1,000 Per Program lights, acoustics, and telecinema ap- 
I made some inquiries as to time Paratus to see how they all work, 
allowed for rehearsals, cost of pro- | and how speedily they can make du- 
duction and audience reaction. Some | Plications. 
10 weeks are often allowed to bring Not only will the Russian stop in 
to actual airing a full length play., the middle of his work to discuss 
(Selection, adaptation, editing first.) what’s going on in kindred fields 
Camera crew and technicians get elsewhere, he'll take you (once you 


function perfectly, and the players 
below never missed a beat. 


a complete rehearsal 
emitron cameras to be sent out from 
the 300-foot steel mast atop Alexan- 
dria Palace. The show is sent out 
twice, afternoon and evening, and 
the costs for this one was in the 
neighborhood of $1,000, for both 
showings. Other productions have 
cost much higher, musicals some- 
times near $5,000. 


Though the costs of English tele- 
vision are paid out of government 


facturers of sets, further develop- 
ment in England depends on the 
largesse of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. The state of British econo- 
my when the war ends thus will be 
pertinent to further advance. 


I discussed artist and program 
problems at Broadcasting House and 
learned of the difficulties attendapt 
on the luring of name talent in front 
of the photo-electric cell. It is no 
secret that the men in London who 
control talent are a bit fearsome 
of this entertainment recruit and 
film-men are likewise chary of ex- 
tending aid. (Vartery has reported 
in detail how fight and other sport 
telecasts were paid for by theatre 
exhibitors). 


While in London I discussed the 
future of television with many, in- 
cluding Bernard Shaw and theatre 
producer C. B. Cochrane, as well as 
with talent agent Harry Foster and 
film men at Denham. From all I 
received varied reactions. Shaw was 


license fees and helped by the manu- | 


before the! get inside) around his home-made 


plant, and insist that you see cam- 
eras, transmitters, programs, even 
| the ventilating system. I saw them 
, all and spent considerable time with 
program director Bolchakof and En- 
| gineer Shaperovsky at the Moscow 
plant. They aren’t up to any of the 
, Westerners as yet, but they are cov- 
ering ground. 


No Talent Problem 


Television is very new in Russia. 
| The Soviet imported some RCA 1937 
equipment and started experiments 
with film and concert programs. 
There are few privately ‘owned’ sets. 
Instead receivers were being set up 
in club rooms and social halls. These 
have been getting one program a day 
for two hours’ duration. 


| Programs are a combination of 
| film, concert and drama’ic entertain- 
| ment with visiting scientists and So- 
| viet bigwigs being propped on occa- 
‘sion in front of the iconoscope. I 
| witnessed, among others, an impres- 
sive array of talent from the Vach- 
| tangove theatre in four vignettes of 
| that theatre’s repertoire. Among the 
players was the late Boris Shukin, 
| who became famous for his portrayal 
lof Lenin and who was, up to his 


| 


| recent untimely death one of the | 
;most gifted artists in the Soviet | 


| Union. Since the talent field is state 


|controlled there is no limit to the | 


|extent of able people at the beck and 
| call of the program directors. 


enthusiastic, though business man| Accustomed, as one from the West- 
that he is, he kept stressing the vast| ern world is, to perfect studio ac- 
income from license fees. H. B.|0ustics and ‘dead’ sound, one is 


Cochrane, a great fighi fan and an| amazed at the appearance of hard 


instinctive showman, was similarly | wood floors and wood panels in the 


impressed. He wouldn’t commit him-| Moscow studio. I remarked upon 
| this to the engineers, since I found 


OLLIE 


ee es 

| 

| 

and his orchestra 
ON WEAF-NBC MONDAYS 
WJZ-NBC THURSDAYS, 11:30-12 P. M. 
from 

THE RAINBOW ROOM! 
é 


similar lack of proper insulation in 
the film studios I visited. I was told 
that nevertheless reception was flaw- 
less (though I pointed out otherwise) 
and they proudly pointed out that 
the ceiling which was a double in- 
| sulated floating affair. Sound inter- 
ference is due also to the lack 
of sufficient incandescent lighting. 
though arc lamps now being used for 
studio programs are fast being re- 
placed. The producers are likewise 


watched was covered with but one 
unit, dollying, panning and moving 
in for close-ups with facility. All 
| equipment is now being manufac- 
tured in Leningrad where the one 
other station is located, and I was 
assured that the next visit I made 
would find them well equipped. 

I was told that Leningrad’s engi- 
neer Braude has worked out a new 
> system of cinema transmission and is 


working on a new device that will 
replace the present iconoscope. The 
Moscow station has a tower 150 
meters high and diffusion regularly 
around 30 kilometers, with a record 


hampered by the scarcity of cameras. | 
A pretty tricky dramatic show I | 


ing of a dramatization of Somerset self to what extent television wills There is a splendid control room 
Maugham’'s story ‘Sheppy’ one aft-/| compete with theatre entertainment, | modelled after RCA specificationg 
though he spoke with marked re-| Whilst watching program reception 


| I was asked to note ‘black’ spots on 


the telescreen. Unacquainted with 


Action was well, were casual or receptive as their own | our newest sets they feel that thig 
spotted on the two sets within the ‘interests were affected. From them | difficulty is present in all our own 
large studio and there was none of; all I gleaned a wondering and re-| 


equipment. 

The Russians are eager to perfect 
television since the stage, radio ang 
cinema are strong arms of the goy.- 
ernment propaganda division. They 
have the same excited interest in 
engineering problems as a youngster 
presented with a new Erector set, 
and since rubles are plentiful and 
space unconfining they may at some 
future date contribute something 
substantial to the television scene, 


MONTREAL 


Your broadcast advertising over 
CHKCF will reach a bilingual market 
of over one million, the fifth largest 
in North America. Listeners tune 
regularly to (FCF for the best in 
radio entertalnment, and the latest 
Sport and World news by Transradio. 
CFCF is the Sales Producer ia 
Canada's metropolitan market, 
CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
Owned and Operated by 
CANADIAN MARCONI 
COMPANY 


Representatives: 
CANADA U.S.A. 


All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Compaay 


NBC Affillate 


+ reception gained of 70 kilometers. 


JANE WEST 
“NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
AUGHTER EARS H{EART-THROBS 


LISTEN 


TWICE DAILY 

NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. M. EST 

IN NBC Red Network, 5:00 to 5:15 P.M. EST 


COAST TO COAST 


Dic. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
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SCORES 
POTTSVILLE 
TACTIC 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

Preliminary victory goes to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
gion in fuss with radio lawyers over 
propriety of the FCC practice of 
reopening Cases for new evidence 
following defeat on first findings in 
the intermediate courts. The 
Supreme Court agreed last week to 
entertain appeal in the Pottsville 
case, considered a test of sweeping 
importance to all government quasi- 
judicial agencies. 

The review will bring up the mat- 
ter of whether the District of Co- 
Jumbia Court of appeals was correct 
jn directing the Commish to recon- 
sider its prior denial to Pottsville 
Broadeasting Co. on the basis of the 
original record. When the FCC con- 
templated another hearing, with ad- 
ditional competitors for the facilities, 
the appellate judges said tut-tut, 
which the Commish contends is un- 
lawful interference with administra- 
live agencies. 

In obtaining a review of this ques- 
tion, the FCC indirectly can bring 
up the matter of how much discre- 
tion it has in laying down its own 
rules of procedure. The correctness 
of the initial Pottsville denial, how- 
ever, is not up for scrutiny on this 
occasion, since the Commish is still 
fighting to obtain a free hand to take 
more evidence, and has not chal- 
lenged the appeals court’s decision, 
reversing the original decision 
against Pottsville Broadcasting. 

Attorneys are following the mat- 
ter closely, in view of the FCC habit 
of reopening cases. 

The Pottsville crowd maintains 


that unless the courts take a hand, |! 
there’s no limiting the agency when- | 
ever it wants to make the proposi- | 


tion come out a certain way. 


WKZO, KALAMAZOO, WINS 


WOW Suit Had Been Pending Over 


Five Years 


Kalamazoo, Mich., Oct. 17. 


By the U. S. supreme court's de- | 
nial of a writ of certiorari to WOW, 


Omaha, the five and a half vear old 
fight between that 
WKZO, Kalamazoo, has come to a 
close and the latter station is free to 
go on operating at full time on 590 
k.c. WOW is on the same wave- 
length. 


WOW battled the full-time grant. | 


originally issued in early 1934, in and 
out of the Federal Communications 
Commission several times and de- 
spite previous setbacks before the 
Circuit Court of Appeals the Omaha 
station took the matter to the coun- 
try’s highest court. 


[PAUL SULLIVAN 


|UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE) 


for SIR WALTER RALEIGH TOBACCO e 


AVALO N T \M E aap SKELTON 
NEC Red Network—71 stations 
Wednesday nights—8:30-9 E.S.T. 


for AVALON CIGARETTES 


PLANTATION PARTY 


NBC Blue Network—76 stations 
Friday nights—9-9:30 E.S.T. 


Presented by 
BROWN & WILLIAMSON TOBACCO CORP. : 


station end! 


RCA-NBC Television 


Wednesday, Oct. 18 


2:30 p. m., Robert Eichberg's 
Visi-Quiz; 2:45 p. m., film, ‘The 
Texas Ranger’; 3:05 p. m., film, 
‘Pilgrimage Through Palestine’; 
3:15-3:30, Dr. Hugh Grant Rowell 
and Lisa Sergio on ‘How We 
See.’ 

8:30-9:30 p. m., ‘The Dover 
Road,’ by A. A. Milne, with 
Charles Webster, Marjorie 
Clarke, Maurice Wells, Marie 
Carroll, Richard Janaver, Wil- 
liam Thornton. 


Thursday, Oct. 19 
8:30-9:30, Variety Hour, Bar- 
bizon Studio Fashion Show and 
interviews. 
Friday, Oct. 20 
2:30 p. m., Fur Fashions, by I. 
J. Fox; 2:45 p. m., film serial, 
‘The Lost Jungle’; 3:05 p. m., film, 
‘Football—Kicking’; 8:30-9:30 p. 
m., ‘The Milky Way,’ by Lynn 
Root and Harry Clark, with 
Claudia Morgan, June Blossom, 
Ross Hertz, and James Corner, 
Alec Cross, Fred Stewart, Paul 
Porter, Lowell Gilmore, Benson 
Greene. 
Saturday, Oct. 21 
2:30-3:30 p. m., first of a series 
on aviation and air travel. 
9-11 p. m., boxing matches, 
Ridgewood Grove Arena, 
Queens. 


‘All Cost, No Return, Hampering Art in America— 
| FCC Still Sees Industry Long Way Off and Fears 


| ‘Promoters’ 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

Bars against commercial operation 
\of television plants may be let down 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission in move to arouse more 
\interest in research and speed per- 
| fection of visual transmission tech- 
‘nique. Licensing plan due for pre- 


last will be allowed to collect on 


itheir investment is a direct conse- 
'quence of recommendations from the 
| Radio 
| Although their proposed ‘standards’ 
|were pigeon-holed last spring, the 
| RMA’s suggestions as to a licensing 


Manufacturers Association. 


policy have opened the door to more 


| sentation to the Commish very soon | transmitters, which makes it possible 


change in 


couraged. 


is likely to advocate this important | to ease up on the stiff restrictions. 
attitude, with money- | 
making on a_ restricted scale en- | 


‘Limited Commercialization’ 


Just how much latitude will be 


Uncertainties which have held up | allowed, or how the rules will be 
the engineers’ report on allocation | Phtased, js unknown. Diese 
formula are being eliminated rapid- | position is to suggest ‘limited com- 
‘ly, while the prospect is that the | Mercialization’ on the theory that in- 


But the dis- 


‘licensing scheme will allow substan- | dividuals who have sunk substantial 


‘tially more transmitters than first 


,seemed likely. Concrete plan should | 8!" recouping. 


|/sums in research are entitled to be- 


The opportunity to 


|be in the hands of the full board by | Cash in likewise will be bait for oth- 


‘the end of the month, following sev- 


ers who might take elastics off the 


‘eral months of conferences, head- | >ank-roll when they realize the anti- 


|scratching, and observation. 


Prospect that visio operators at! 


profit principle has been modified. 
Money-making probably will not 


“LIMITED COMMERCIALISM’ MAY 
ENCOURAGE TELEVISION 


EXPERIMENTS 


be permitted indiscriminately. Older 
operators presumably will receive 
preferential treatment, with those 
which have contributed most to the 
advancement of the art getting the 
best breaks. Newcomers would be 
required to evidence their sincerity 
by running at a loss for at least a 
probationary period. Rookies also 
would have to gain experience be- 
fore they could expect to attract 
clients, besides building up an audi- 
ence that would be worth advertis- 
ers’ attention, it is pointed out. 

As things stand, the commercial- 
ization would occur only on the 
seven lower frequencies, keeping the 
higher parts of the spectrum for 
pure experimentation, chiefly with 
new theories (such as the Dumont 
process). 

Long Way Off 

Lack of data is one of the reasons 
for lowering the bars. While Com- 
mish experts still feel that television 
operation as an industry is a long 


way off, there is a definite need for 
more complete information about 
engineering problems. This can be 
met only by attracting additional ex- 
perimenters. 


Here’s a revolutionary new recording system developed by RCA and 
NBC engineers—the result of RCA’s and NBC’s vast experience and 


THE GREEKS HAD A NAME FOR IT 
(which NBC has borrowed)... 


(TRUE SOUND) 


A Background of Unmatched 


research in every phase of sound transmission, recording and re- 
production. Orthacoustic Transcriptions give you recorded progratns 
that literally sound like Live Studio Broadcasts! 


You'll agree, after one demonstration 
of the new RCA-NBC Orthacoustic 
Transcriptions, that here is the truest 
recorded sound you've ever heard! 
You'll hear tone that is vibrant— 
sparkling with life and warmth. You I 
be able to distinguish every instru- 
ment in an orchestra. You ll hear 
voices as naturally as if you were face 
to face with the speaker. 
Orthacoustic Transcriptions pro- 
vide colorful, living sound because 
they eliminate over-resonance, ear- 


ting, needle-hiss, “wows” and “muf- 
fles.” They are boom-proof and 
distortionless. They reproduce with 
unmatched fidelity the true sound 
that goes into the microphone — and 
nothing else. 

But let the new RCA-NBC Or- 
thacoustic Transcriptions speak for 
themselves! Judge them as your 
audience will —by hearing them in 
action! Let us prove their superiority 
by comparison with current record- 


ings! Call us today! 


ELECTRICAL TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE * NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 
RCA Bidg., Radio City, N.Y.; Merchandise Mart, Chicago; Sunset Bivd. at Vine St., Hollywood 


ORTHACOUSTIC 


Experience in Sound Engineering 


Orthacoustic Transcriptions are a tremendous 
forward step in recording quality. The un- 
matched experience of RCA and NBC in 
every phase of sound transmission, recording 
and reproduction—including radio, television, 
sound movies and records— stands behind them. 


RCA-NBC ORTHACOUSTIC 
TRANSCRIPTIONS 
—the truest recorded sound you've ever heerd! 
give users of transcriptions these advantages: 


1 New high fidelity reproduction quality. 


2 Elimination of distortion, particularly in 
high frequencies, no “ear-ting.” 
3 A maximum signal-to-noise ratio, neo 


“needle-hiss.” 
4 Entirely natural reproduction of speech. 


5 Greater tone fidelity in reproduction of music. 


RANSCRIPTIONS 


— the truest recorded sound you’ve ever heard! 
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9 
(Week ending Oct. 14, 1939) 
T0 REWORDING OF CERTAIN CLAUSES *Over the Rainbow (Wizard of 02’). .ccccsccccccsccccess Feist 
Man with the Mandolim, 
‘ford Musie Corp., and Mercer &| Blue Orchids ...... FAMOUS = 
Answer Irving Caesar Taunt That Negotiators Had ~~ gg 7 te Mercer, partner inj *An Apple for the Teacher (‘Star Maker’).............Santly 


| 


| the latter firm, has rejoined the 
No Authority in Past by Naming One Lawyer | SPA. In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room.............Circle 


4 


(Abeles) as Fixer-Upper 


+ 
Music publishing industry as a/ that all this could be easily reme- 


Agreement which is in effect with 


| Warners can in no way impede the 


latter from exercising the mechani- 
cal rights of the works of SPA mem- 


Cinderella, Stay in My Arms....... 


Day In—Day Out ..... 
On, Fou Craze Moen. 


: >» acce died. It was the expressed agree-| bers. The Warner group recognizes} What's New Witmark 
pi at the pga eg Ma 'ment of the gathered publishers that | the right of the SPA to administer *A Man and His Dream (‘Star Maker’). .....++++++++++ Santly 
by the Songwriters’ Protective As- they would accept the document | these, as provided for under Article Lilacs in the Rain..... Robbins 
sociation but it insists that the verbi- | which Abeles, acting in consultation |TX of the SPA’s contract, and the Little Man Who Wasn't There...... cc cccccccccccccess RODDINS 
age of the conyenant plus the! with Francis Gilbert and S. J. Buz-|SPA in turn reassigns such rights; *Filmusical. | of 
standard uniform writers’ contract zell, finally worked out with the to the Warner firms. This quit- _ | o 
be clarified. Julian T. Abeles, coun-| SPA. claim reads as follows: re , | 
sel for the Robbins-Metro group,| Decision to appoint Abeles as the ‘We, the undersigned, Song- able publishing business Conees op- 20 
was designated last week at a meet-/ Jone negotiator and to be bound by | writers’ Protective Association, erate in this fashion. You will note m 
ing of leading publishers as their his agreement conclusion came after | an incorporated association, by a that the contract, by its terms, binds th 
spokesman in negotiating such lan- | the publishers had received a letter | duly authorized officer, and Ray the publisher only until May 31, by 
guage changes. Abeles’ first move | from Irving Caesar, SPA prez, in| Henderson, Gus Kahn and George 1940. The publisher then has the as 
was to ask the SPA to grant an answer to their request for a meeting | Meyer, as administrators under an | Ption to continue the contract until T! 
extension of its ultimatum, which with the SPA. ‘We would,’ wrote | assignment made to them by mem- Dec. 31, 1946, or to discontinue its es th 
had been set for Oct. 15. Caesar, ‘unhesitatingly meet with you | bers of the association, do hereby use, whereas no such right is re- co 
Before Abeles could get an an-|to discuss the provisions of the con- | remise, release and quit-claim served to our association. In this as 
swer to his request he had to leave tract were it not for the fact that | unto the publisher above named, | respect all the advantage lies with or 
for Hollywood Friday (13) on a! jt were more than apparent that} amy and all rights which the the publisher. : hs 
20th-Fox matter. He expected to be most of the publishers are unwilling | Undersigned may have in- and to It should, therefore, not be diffi- 2 
away from New York for at sonst to give to the conferees authority to | the 
10 days and left it to his office as- “3 -o. | compositions, excluding from this ; : 
gether with John Schulman, SPA! have come to naught. If the past is the undersigned in the rights, if | situations arise which demonstrate try headed by John G. Paine, general th 
counsel, on the date of extension. | any criterion, any attempt to arrive | 2"% specifically excepted in para- |some terms not to be feasible or _manager of the American Society of or 
(SPA yesterday (Tuesday) agreed at an agreement satisfactory to all | 8'@Ph 17 of the above mentioned | practical, the publisher can, if he |Composers, Authors and Publishers, | Hi 
to suspend action on the matter of | the publishers, and to the writers as | will attend the two-day session | 
(Paragraph 17 allows for rights; we are willing to make the changes C: 
asserting its mechanical rights until, well, would be a futile undertaking. d |starting today (Wednesday), which 
Abeles got back to New York.) Others Si retained by film or musical comedy | which experience demonstrates to be auhaind f State Cordell Hull h ' th 
sn producers, etc.) necessary. ecretary ate Cordell Mu ag : w 
_ Two more publishers last week | In his answering letter Caesar also| Several changes in language have called in 
tae ot Yomt weilts ‘ ee joined the Warner Bros. group in| wrote: ‘From the fact that the pres- | already been made in the agreement American relations in the fleld o ' 
at jast weeks meeting that accepting the SPA'’s agreement and|ent agreement has already been|and standard uniform contract ac-|™usic. Meetings will be held in | 4. 
pri bigs terms in the SPA agree- | standard uniform contract. signed by some publishing houses, | cepted by Warners. Whitthall Pavilion, Library of Con- a 
ment and the standard contract were | ‘They were Max Dreyfus, who con-| we assume that its terms are not gress, and will all deal with the ex- ri 
conflicting and contradictory, but| trols Chappell & Co. and the Craw-| onerous to the point where:a profit- . . change of culture between North and GQ 
‘Paul Whiteman Adjusts 'South American nations. 
° 1y_+._|. Slated to preside are Benjamin M. C 
Old Consolidated Claim Cherrington, chief of cultural rela- ‘ 
|tions division of the state depart- 
+ Paul Whiteman this week settled ment, Lawrence Duggan, the depart- + 
the contract difficulties between | nont's division chief on American th 
himself and Consolidated Radio reoubiion and De. Harold. Soivacke 
Artists with an out of court settle- | chiet of the music division, ‘Library / 
ment of $12,500. CRA had claimed | 
Whiteman owned it a total of $40,000 | OF TOngrem. of 
¥ in back commissions on a contract | be 
which had until 1945 to run. NBC | 

: sé acted as mediator in the settlement. | MILTON KRASNY S TREK cc 
os 38 Whiteman was among the bands | lit 
esa: turned over to CRA by NBC when! Changes Town and Biz To Aid th 
tS as the latter set up CRA as a band | Sick Wife to 
rer agency subsid. Leader broke away | f fo 
from CRA charging mismanagement | in 
gx and claiming CRA was unable to Cleveland, Oct. 17. 5c 
ia fulfill the contract. | Milton W. Krasny, prez of musl- 

84 Whiteman now does his bookings | cians’ local here for the last four 
ii direct except for occasional dates. | vears, is retiring from the union and R 
; New Yorker Hotel, N. Y., date,/ the music business to move to Cali- 


where he opened last night (17) was 
done direct. 


Trammel Served 


Niles Trammel, NBC executive 
v.p., served as the intermediary in 


|fornia when his term expires Dee. 
31. He was slated to run for re-elec- 
| tion without opposition, but he with- 
‘drew when family doctor advised 
|him to take his ill wife to the West 


| i 

the settlement discussions, since it | Coast. = 4 
|partment of a Los Angeles depart- fi 
ba was Trammel that made the original | ment store Se 
4 management contract with White- | 7 c 
f Formerly conductor of RKO Pal- P 
a : and his orchestra man. Report persists { band circles PR pit orchestra, Krasny became hi 
rte nidciiaaae that Consolidated and NBC are On | youngest union head in country ti 
at the verge of severing their financial | when elected to post at age of 29. pe 
a BETTY RANDALL a a a rel stions. Divorce- | He suggested series of pop concerts a 
oe ment deal, it 1s said, has beer com- | at civic auditorium during past sum- in 
aa pleted, but the signatures won't be | mer and staged a ‘Melody Nite’ last iz 
exchanged until certain fomalities year to raise money for free park th 
have been arranged. | concerts 

Romance’ Song Suit ; 
Smack! Smack! Smack: 
Carl Field, Henry Clarkson and A TERRIFIO NOVELTY b: 
Jeff Clarkson filed suit in N. Y. fed- w 
eral court yesterday (Tues.) against | MUST HAVE P 
20th Century-Fox Film, (the late) | _ 
Con Conrad, Herb Magidson and | . 
Sam Fox Publishing Co., claiming | ONE MORE e& 
the plagiarism of their song ‘Good- | | 
bye to Love,’ in the Conrad-Magid- | . 
son song, ‘Here’s to Romance,’ used | KISS B 
in the Fox film of the same name. __ | . ‘ A 
The plaintiffs claim $25,000 dam- easel F 
ages, and assert profits for the de. 
fendants exceeded $500,000. An in- | ECT 
Junction, accounting of profits and | York 
damages are sought. 


Ne 


1629 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


AUSTEN 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. _ 


i 
NICK KENNY'’S HIT SUCCESSOR TO “WHITE SAILS” Y 
Lyrics by NICK KENNY CHARLES KENNY Music. by | 
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Privy Council ‘Monte Carlo’ Decision 
~ An Important Copyright Interpretation BY RADIO MEN 


2 


Decision of the Judicial Committee | 
of the Privy Council, the British | 
Empire's highest court, in favor of | 
20th Century-Fox on the infringe- | 
ment suit over “The Man Who Broke | 
the Bank at Monte Carlo’ is regarded | 
by copywright specialists in America | 
as upsetting an old legal concept. | 
The high tribunal termed the claim 
that the film’s use of the song title | 
constituted a literary infringement | 
as ‘too insubstantial’ and held that | 
on the basis of such reasoning a| 
work of statuary titled ‘Adam’ could | 
be guilty of infringement if there | 
had previously been a _ copyright | 
novel with the same title. 

Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. started | 
the action against the producer in 


Courtesy Pays 


Two band leaders were open- 
ing the same night in respective 
New York spots. One leader 
called up music publishers and 
informed them that they better 
be on hand, or else. The other 
batonist merely sent around a 
note, ‘requesting your pleasure.’ 

Couple publishers did some 
phoning of their own, and with- 
in their own ranks. Upshot of 
these calls was an agreement 
among the majority of publishers 
to pass up the ‘or else’ leader 
and to attend en masse the other 
fellow’s opening. 


Canada in behalf of Francis, Day & 
Hunter and was also instrumental in 


having an unfavorable finding of the | A R T | S T a P U B 


Canadian Court of Appeals taken to 
the Privy Council. The publishers | 
were ordered by the Council to pay 
the costs of appeal. 

The pubs based their claim of, 
damages on three allegations; namely | 
(1) infringement of performing | 
rights, (2) literary infringement and | 
(3) the picture had been passed off 
as a performance of the song. The 
Council ruled that the initial charge | 
had substance neither in fact or law, 
since the copyright owners had failed 
to publish on each copy of the song 
the notice required by the Copyright | 
Act of 1882 and because it was un-| 
sound to intimate that the mere use! 
of the title meant that the song had | 
been played in the picture. 

On the passing-off issue the high} 
court stated that it was hard to be-| 
lieve that anybody who went to see} 
the film thought that he was going 
to hear the song. Also that the two 
forms were distinctly different and | 
impossible of comparison to any rea- | 
sonable degree. 


R. J. POWERS UPPED 
AS ASCAP EXECUTIVE 


Richard J. Powers has been ap- 
pointed to the newly created post of | 
field administrator of the American | 
Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers. The assignment gives 
him authority over the office opera- 
tions of all ASCAP branches. For the 
past 18 months has been in charge of | 
a field crew which had specialized | 
in increasing licensees and standard- 
izing rates for similar licensees 
throughout the country. 

In a letter to branch offices ad- 
vising them of Powers’ appointment 
John G. Paine, ASCAP general man- 
ager, last week credited him with 
boosting the Society’s licensee list 
by 5,000 within that period and also 
bringing in some $300,000 in revenue. 
Powers came with ASCAP six years 
ago. He started doing special work 
after operating his Seattle office and 
establishing a branch in Porto Rico. 

Powers is putting out a new road 
crew which will include Paine’s son. 


Bob, and Dick Frohlich. son of 
ASCAP’s general counsel, Louis 
Frohlich. 


Donaldson East 

Walter Donaldson arrived in New 
York from the Coast last week on 
s¢veral proposals, which include the 
writing of several new songs. Com- 
Poser will also arrange for the pub-| 
lieation of his ‘Fit to Be Tied,’ which | 
number he wrote for the Kay Kyser 
Picture, ‘That's Right, You're Wrong.’ | 
Film jis being completed by RKO) 
and release date is Nov. 24. 


KEN SISSON IN BUFF 
K Buffalo, Oct. 17. | 
oa €n Sisson will replace Ernie Wat- 
nN as conductor of Shea's Buffalo 
use orchestra beginning Oct. 20. 
known chiefly as arranger, | 
on S recently conductor of the or- 
estra at the Stanley, Jersey City. 


' move 


Monday (16) when two bend-leader | tainly the broadcaster will start 


offices of the National Association of | 


| tion, 
| gested by the leaders for the purpose 


copyright owners 
‘ested in acting also in the interpre- 


| royalty 


| rival | 
defendant’s books did not belong to 


| argued 


COALITION 
DISCS 


Recording artists contemplate an 
alliance 
pressing -demands for the right to 
license coin-operated machines and 
other commercial pho- 
nograph records. 
in this direction took place 


users of 


Performing Artists met with three 
publishers at the office of the Mu- 
sic Publishers Protective Associa- 
The meeting had been sug- 


of determining whether the pubs as 
would be 


tive artists’ behalf and splitting the 
license fees with them. 


was that neither representation was 
accompanied by a lawyer. 
delegation consisted of Fred War- 


ing and Meyer Davis, while the pub- | 
lishers present were Lester Santly, | 
Louis Bernstein and Waring’s Johnny | 


O'Connor, 

The preliminary conversation had 
to do with the practicability of the 
publishers’ issuing licenses in be- 
half of the interpretative artists as 
well as themselves. Also what would 
be the proportionate shares of the 
license income and the machinery 


that could be set up for this two- 


way representattion. 

The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians several weeks ago warned its 
members that the assignment by a 
musician of his property rights in 
a phonograph record to the manufac- 
turer would be considered cause for 
automatic dismissal from the union. 


Lunceford Finally Given 
Access to Decea’s Books 


Supreme court justice Thomas 
Noonan in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
signed an order granting Jimmy 


Lunceford permission to examine the 
ledgers and recapitulation 
sheets of Decca Records, Inc., in con- 


nection with a $7,500 suit by the 
eolored maestro against the disk 
company. 


Lunceford had previously been de- 
nied permission to examine Decca’s 
books, on what had been a general 
misunderstanding, the court holding 
with the defendants that, since the 
plaintiff is now in the employ of a 
concern, certain facts in the 


him. At that time the judge granted 
an examination before trial of Decca, 
so that Lunceford could obtain his 
pertinent information. When it was 
that all Lunceford 
were facts in connection with his 
present royalty action, Judge Noonan 
granted the request. 


| broadcasters 


ASCA P and comes to the con- () L D MONTREAL 


|clusion that some part of the 


with musie publishers in | 


An _ exploratory | 


inter- | 


| Commission, 


NAPA's | 


BITTER TALK 


Impressions Held of Per- 
formance Rights Society 
by Broadcasters Bespeaks 
Failure of ASCAP to Sell 
Its Story — Broadcasters 
Favor Taking Fight to 


Public 


VITRIOLIC 


(After spending the past sev- 


weeks tourmg through the 


midwest and south calling on 


various radio stations, VARIETY’S 


Ed Grunwald sends back this im- 
pression of the attitude the 
have toward 


peeve could have been avoided; 
that it is partly personalized ; and 
a direct result of a failure by 


~ASCAP to practice a judicious 
policy of hand-shaking, until too 
'late-—Ed). 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 17. 
Anybody who drops in as a caller 
from New York City and wants to 
talk things over with radio station 
owners and managers through the 
hinterland should never bring up the 
subject of ASCAP. Because almost 


going up like heated air and will be 
a good two hours or longer coming 


‘down or cooling off sufficiently to 


permit more rational conversation on 


, other subjects to be resumed. 


The broadcasters are not angry at 
Gene Buck and E. C. Mills. They 
are near apoplexy. They may occa- 
sionally cuss out the musician’s 
union, the Federal Communications 
the network they’re 
affiliated with, and the soandso that 


iruns the competitive station, but all 
What made the gathering unusual | 


this is bushleague pitching compared 
to the steam behind the squawk on 
ASCAP, 
Legalism Alone 

This may or may not interest the 
song publishing-performance rights 
personnel back in New York. The 
latter have their own ideas of the 
broadcasters, of their own rights as 
sellers, and of what they, the leaders 
of ASCAP, believe to be proper and 
smart strategy. This is not the place 
to comment on the merits of the 
basic issues. This is a report on how 

(Continued on page 40) 


|heavy penalties 
i bers of the MAM years ago should 


ASCAP 


Montana ASCAP-Baiters Seek FCC 


Encouragement; Would Label 
Some Stations ‘ 


Conspirators’ 


Open Ears 


Robbins Music combine has set 
up a weekly song reviewing 
board to eliminate haphazard 
listening to new tunes. One day 
a week is set aside for the execs 
of the three companies, Robbins, 
Feist, and Miller to sit at lunch- 
eon and listen to various tunes 
offered during that period. 

Board is composed of Jack 
Robbins, Abe Olman, Murray 

..Baker, and Leo Talent of Rob- 
bins; Harry Link, Bernie Prager, 
Ben Gilbert and Chuck Rinker, 
Feist; and Lon Mooney and 
Herbie Rees of Miller. 


UNION RIFT 
HEALED 


Montreal, Oct. 17. 
Warring factions of musicians last 
week concluded a peace treaty here 


‘which brings the purely Canadian | 


| union known as the Montreal Asso- 
| ciation of Musicians back into the 
|fold of the international Musicians 
Guild of Montreal (local 406 of the 
A. F. of M.) after an absence of 
many years. 


expelled from M&M, surrendered its 
charter and asked Local 406 officers 
to send it to the All-Canada Con- 
gress of Labor at Ottawa for can- 
| cellation. 

Isidore Aspler, president of the 
| Musicians Guild, reports that agree- 
|'ment was reached in line with 
views of present administration that 
imposed on mem- 


be revoked. Musicians Guild waived 
| fines and penalties of around $10,000 
| which were levied on members of 
the MAM for infractions of union 
regulations. 

| Aspler stated that it was in the 
| best interests of the profession to 
have every musician in Montreal! 
'in Local 406 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians and that old 
grievances should be forgotten. MAM 
brings close to 100 members back 
|to the Musicians Guild. 


Warners Wholly Withdraw From 


Retail End 


Warner Bros. has withdrawn com- 


pletely from the retail end of the 
music business, with the sale last 
week of its sheet counter interests as 


represented by the Music Sales Corp. 
The buyer of this setup is Paul Ger- 
witz, who operates the Colony Mu- 
sic Shop on upper Broadway and is 
associaied with Wyn Brookhouse in 
the conducting of the Paulbrook mu- 
sic counters in syndicate stores, 


Musie Sales concentrated its coun- | 
the westcoast. | 


ter operations along 
At one time this representation in- 


volved as many as 200 chain and de- | 


partment stores. The sale to Ger- 
witz covered around 60 counters in 
the Kress chain. 

With MBC out of the way the WB 
music interests are now confined to 


'the publishing business and the sub- | 


sidiary contained in Music Publish- 


ers Holding Corp. are Harms, Inc.; | 


sought; M. Witmark & Sons; Remick Music 


Corp., and New World Music Corp. 
T. B. Harms, Inc., was sold te Max 


Dreyfus a coupie years ago. 


of Music Business 


+ 


Columbia Phono’s Bonus 
Fees to Push Disk Sales 


Columbia Phonograph Co.,_ in 
order to push sales, has a flock of 
special emissaries, known as ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Disk,’ who visit various 


dealers throughout the country and 
attempt to purchase records. 

If the dealer pushes Columbia's 
product, Mr. and Mrs. Disk leave a 
bonus 
gesture of appreciation, 


Toscy at AFM Benefit 


Arturo Toscanini is understood to 
have agreed to baton the 150-piece 
symphony slated to perform at the 
benefit for medical fund of the New 
York local, American Federation of 
| Musicians, at Madison Square Gar- 
| den, Nov. 27. 
| In addition to the symph, more 
than 25 name bands have been lined 
|; up to play at the mammoth shindig. 


Montreal Association | 
of Musicians consisting of members | 


of $1 or $2 with him as a} 


Washington, Oct. 17. 

New track was taken last week in 
Ed Craney group's fight on the copy- 
right pool. After being frustrated 
‘it a flank attack on the American 
| Society of Composers, Authors, & 
Publishers, the Montana operator 
asked the Federal Communications 
Commission to do something about 
his musie problem. In a long. out- 
| spoken letter to the FCC from the 
prosecutor of Missoula County the 
|Commish was told that Gene Buck 
et al. are ‘fugitives from justice’ and 
the radio regulators should swing 
into action. (Just how they would 
have jurisdiction over Tin Pan Alley 
remains a mystery). 


Copies of the letter were sent to 
_the chains and Senator Burton K. 
| Wheeler, close friend of Craney and 
‘one of the solons trying to goad the 
Justice Department ‘nto reviving 
| the antitrust attack on ASCAP. 

Copper country lawyer remarked 
that he was trying to arraign the 
licensing group on extortion charges, 
adding his opinion that they are 
perpetrating a ‘gigantic fraud’ on the 
radio industry and the American 
people. The outfit has money enough 
to stand trial, he added, and ought 
to be i:oreed to defend itself before 
continuing to collect from the broad- 
casting industry. 

Hearings ought to be held before 
the FCC renews the license of any 
station that does business with 
ASCAP, it was suggested, and the 
Commish should treat stations which 
do have licenses as co-conspirators 
and accessories before the fact. 

Copy of prosecuting attorney’s let- 
ter is now being studied by commish 
legal department, with probability 
that reply will be readied within a 
few days. Official reaction to charges 
of attempted extortion and other 
alleged ‘criminal’ acts on part of 
web, is being withheld until Com- 
mish can ready its answer. No in- 
dieation, however, that Missoulan’s 
demand for setting down of all NBC- 
CBS renewal applications for hear- 
ing will be taken seriously by regu- 
lators, 

Attorney 
Dussault. 


RADIO NOVELTY 6 
IN WINNIPEG HOTEL 


involved 1s Edward T 


Winnipeg, Oct. 17. 
CJRC’s Sunny Boys, under Harry 
Martin, were the first group to start 
the fall season off by opening at the 


Empire Grill of the St. Charles 
Hotel here. This marks a decided 
change of policy for this or any 
other hotel in town as majority have 
always stuck to. straight dance 
crews. Sunny Boys are a novelty 


group augmented for the winter date 
to six, with Jean Wales in for vocais. 

Other are 
nary dance work with Irving Plumm 
and a new and larger crew for the 
supper dances at the Royal Alex- 
(CPR) Hotel. Claude Turner 
is returning to the Fort Garry 
(CNR) Hotel. Doug Ferguson and 
his crew will continue to hold out at 
the Cave Cabaret for the balance of 
the season. 

One or two others spots have not 
as yet set policy. 


Eliington Got $1,530 


Lincoln, Oct. 17. 

Setting a door sale record for & 
name band, Duke Ellington, at the 
Turnpike Casino (7), drew 444 peo- 
ple at $1.35 per person to the gate. 
Advance tickets were sold at 83c. and 
$1.10 per person, and the total take 
was $1,536 on the night, a fine show- 
ing. 

Gray Gordon orchestra, in the 
night before (6), got $540, alse good 
in its class. 
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South the Border 


(Reprinted from Daily Variety, October 16) 


Ten Best Song Sellers Last Week 


New York, Oct. 15 hone are the 10 best song 
sellers last week, nationally. Full list of the country’s 
best sellers is published i in the current week’s Variety. 


*Over The Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz’) 
The Man With The Mandolin. 


Kighteenth Century Drawing Room 


In My Arms 


Feist 


Famous 
Santly 


Shapiro 
Circle 


Shapiro 


ee ee 


* Indicates song 


BVC 
Witmark 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN, Pres. 


WE PUBLISH THE TYPE OF MATERIAL 
THE PUBLIC WANTS AND BUYS 


SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN & CO., INC. 


Watch Our Next BIG BALLAD HIT By BILLY HILL and PETER De ROSE 


ON A LITTLE STREET IN SINGAPORE 


JONIE TAPS, Gen. Mgr. 


| 


;gave them cheaper rates in a 
| Machiavellian scheme to split soli- 
| darity, and the whole tactic seems to 
be slapping back at ASCAP with 
vehemence. 

There jis real enthusiasm for the 
N.A.B. music idea everywhere ex- 


with network-owned stations 


which invariably refuse to discuss 
the whole ASCAP topic. Most sta- 
tions figure that radio makes music. 
hence it can kill ASCAP music and 
create NAB music. Most stations 
also figure that ASCAP writers will 
squawk when the revenue starts 
coming down and will go over to the 
NAB side. All of this reasoning may 
seem faulty to music people. Un- 
realistic or sensible, it’s how they 
talk. 

On one other point there seems to 
have been much discussion, too. 
That’s the angle of presenting this 
scrap to the public at large. The 
stations feel pretty sure that ASCAP 
will harp on the angle of radio’s 
trying to rob the widows of famous 
composers, as well as such names as 
Herbert, Berlin, Gershwin, ete. 
Hence the station idea is to ask for 
an accounting of how much ASCAP 
gives the widows and orphans out of 
its total receipts. 

The idea of asking for a public 
accounting seems to be growing rap- 
idly. 


tune, not too long, however, 


and 
with almost always a mute in the bell. 
His nlaying is clean and direct, and 
better than Clyde McCoy and Henry 
Busse with whom he’s been com- 
pared. Hasn't the corn of the for- 
mer. Vocalist Vince Ladele is 
pleasant. 

Donahue’s, on Route 23, has a ca- 
pacity for about 400 in a room dec- 
oratéd in a Snanish motif, and spills 
over to a grill with a coin machine 
for those who can’t stand the in- 
side tap. 


SANDE WILLIAMS (6) 
Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


The Hotel Astor is spreading it- 
self and, in place of the former din- 
ner music in the Orangerie Room, 
it is now quite nite-clubby with a 
snappy six-piece combo headed by 
Sande Williams. Similarly, the 
Broadway Cafe room also has a band 
unit headed by Dick Kuhn. 

Williams’ is also a snappy organi- 
zation sartorially, looking very dap- 
per in white ties and tails, as they 
neatly mix up their versatile bag 
0’ musical tricks. There’s always 
something doing, during and between 
sets, so that the room is constantly 
alive Williams doubles on _ the 
organ; ditto the piano accordionist, 
and the others. Basic setup is the 
violinist-conductor, accordion, drums, 
organ, string bass and sax. No 
brass, yet it’s a sprightly sextet, and 
gets them up on the floor fast. 

Abel. 
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On the Lipbeat ASCAP Report Band Reviews Names and Near-Names | 
epor Fill Mi 

ill Midwest Dates; Tough 

ve Continued from page 39 NEIL FONTAINE’S ORCH. (12) ? 
Jack Lynch’s Roof, Philly 

Bob Chester married Edna kon oo — pe — the radio men react, what they think To make its debut at Lynch’s spot Going for Local Bands F 
rence, dancer, and half of former|ison Square Garden, Nov. 4/. and what they say. Whether ASCAP’s | is a tough assignment for any green NB 
broether-sister team of John and/| same chore last year. client relations is dismissed as a red| outfit. Evan Burrows Fontaine's boy Mo? 
Edna Torrence, last week. : __|herring raised by radio interests or | came in with a brand-new crew and Lincoln, Oct. 17. | per 

Judy Ellington, Charlie Barnet’'s | oonsidered as a matter of genuine Territorial orchestras are suffering, | der 

Del Courtney will have two open-| vocalist, stricken with appendicitis importance it is clear that ASCAP “a ad — so = with | due to the presence of about a score 
ings at the Ambassador hotel, N. Y.; on Coast last week. She rejoin | never succeeded in selling broad- ot name and near-name bands in this 
One tonight (Wednesday) and an- since Palomar | oysters on the underlying legal through the dancing and in accom-|zone. Home talent tooters get from My 
other tomorrow for the trade. re at Toledo Oct. 26. moral values of copyright. The whole | paniment to the floor show. $85 to $110 a night, and there are Wh 

| relationship has been based on legal-| Neil (Sonny) Fontaine, a six-foot-|many of the names being hawked i 

Duke Ellington does the Columbia Johnny Magee crew signed with) ism alone and has accumulated re-| oer jn tails, has a pleasing baritone.|at about $15 to $50 more, in order : yo 
Record radio show Nov. 24. U. S. — Formerly was only | sentments. For the more intricate job of eo a to fill and keep going until the open. ) Go 

optioned. When radio stations are told of|;the dance acts and singers of the| ings elsewhere take care of them Ma 

Tommy Hatch now in the drum- ; ‘ some of the charges levelled against oo pow. yn Mike Pescuccio Small towns, hitherto on the for- Las 
WHN, New York. N. Y., set back to Thursday (19). But always |ROYS: Some of symphony training. |been given new sianificance, and are It’s 

ag Pl Their forte is slow, sweet swing, being booked on % deals, murderous Lit 

Alex Stordahl, arranger for Tom-| Bob Crosby won't return to Black-| they give the outsider the clear idea| picht in the groove for the older | flats, ete. It's hard on the territorial Mo 
my Dorsey, finally got back from va- | hawk, Chicago, to fill out contract. | that nobody has ever told them the! patrons, who make up the majority | booker, whose former flat is now be- | My 

: cation in Norway Friday (13). Had| Stays in New York and east for the- | story of ASCAP sympathetically. | of Lynch’s customers. Only seldom |ing used as the euarantee for a near- An 
been stranded due to war. atres, one-nighters and Camel radio| Don’t laugh—many of the _broad- does the band attempt to ride out) ,»ame who is willing to risk the gate Lil 
show, filling out Blackhawk time! casters have been made to like the ages handful of younger gentry |¢,. the additional Blu 
‘cians’ ion! at show up. 
King Sisters signed for Bluebird | next season. Musicians’ Union! p Act le I are by Eddie de-| In the whole picture is one ele- pl 
: records. Also Earl Hines’ band. Reporting a Phobia Luca, pianist (who last year won the ment that’s not so bad, the presence Me 
Jimmy Dorsey plays deb debut at| The struggle ng enn og A re $1,000 Robin Hood Dell ater _ of the name, which gives the fearful Co 
Ritz Carlton hotel, N. Y., Dec. 2.| the stations may be, as New Yorkers| new composers). He is assiste y|ballroomer an excuse to jack his Go 

Golden 5 ge ny a on Date is for $1,500. . are inclined to feel, just an old-| saxophonist Joe Seltz and Harry |prices at the window. Figuring is Sot 
Harlem, N. Y., opens tomorrow nig i he buver and the} Bunting. The trio collaborated in af ' [ To 
(Thursday). Will have three bands, coentoned case of Sie Buyer 2 the composition of the band’s theme that, once used to it, the dancers Bal 
Andy Kirk, Teddy Wilson, and| Emil Coleman opening at Waldorf- | Seller muddying the waters in ‘Pahl won't mind weekend jackins once El 
Buddy Wagner. Astoria hotel, N. Y., down for Oct.; vance of making another deal. But/ Other members of the band are:|in awhile even for territorials, It's 

26. actual contact with radio executives | Far] Hallis. bass: Hershey Sircum, | Me 
, in their home bailiwicks arouses} drums: Carmen Perlonte, Ist trum- ae 
ome io Clubs Rockleigh, N. i Eddie McHard, former road man-|40ubt that this is the whole story or| pet; Max DiJulio, 2d trumpet; Al HOME USE ENDS | Vo 
gasus Polo Club, gh, N. J. Pog ote ie tpn band, now song- that such a simplification is entirely | DiJulio, trombone; Ewald =e j ! 

Erskine Hawkins left last week on| plugger with Feist music in New| Stute. The copyright position of -, sate and Robert DelMonico, War Stopped All Private Music a 

on York ASCAP is perhaps unassailable; the Bookings 
one-nighter tour. . ublic relations position of the so-|, rhe band opened with less than ; Ju 

Terry Shand orchestra, now build-| Jack Denny into the Hotel Schroe- nore A a iis ih an tle wetlers rough edges. One of the faults when Montreal, Oct. 17. ; In 
ing for five-year contract at Chi-|der, Milwaukee, for a three-week| ,. P z caught was a bad habit of playing) Dance bands for private parties i = 

go’s Aragon and Trianon Ball-|run. Will be followed by Phil Le-|‘scloses so many business men so/ too loud during vocals. At another]... virtually obsolete since the = CF 
oon hotly convinced of injustice. Nor is| time there was bad timing in ac- war 
rooms, to be managed by Moe Gale.| vant’s crew, now at the Bismarck,|,,. a 4 ball d t began. Officials of the Musicians ; Al 

P . this a case of the visitor being taken | companying a ballroom dance team. 2 § 
Lou Ann Holden to vocal. Chicago. Stephen Swedish follows in by the radioites’ oratorical elo- | But with these faults ironed out, Guild of Montreal (local 406 of 5 
Levant. uence or of forgetting the legal and with young Fontaine more at|AFM) report there are practically 

Lennie Hayton’s new band, now pee dl involved, This ie a careful | f@%* in front of the mike, this band| no calls for musicians from numer- 
on Old Gold in place of Artie Shaw,| Goblet, McKown’s Grove, Albany,|ranort of a state of mind among |‘'® Plausible. Shal. - — previously regular buyers 
managed by General Amusement.| opened after remodeling with Willie broadcaste of talent, ; ; 
Readying for one-nighters. Farmer’s orchestra, to be followed a me - a B U JOHNNY MAGEE ORCHESTRA (13) Symphonic _ instrumentalists still i 

by Phil Romano, long a batoner at ehind the Burn-Up ; With Vince Ladele okay. Musicians working in radio 

Bunny Berigan heads a lineup of | the New Kenmore and DeWitt Clin-| Trying to pin broadcaster invective | Donohue’s, Mountain View, N. J. have not been seriously affected with 

MCA bands going into Southland|ton Hotels in the city. Goblet also|down to concrete terms, uncovers Magce’s new band, form- 
Cafe, Boston. Berigan goes in Oct.| Presents a floor show with Chester the following factors: ed and in here for a_ break-in - Aspler, president 0 e MGM, 
23, followed at rin lng by Jimmy | Dougherty, Ruth Wallace and Sammy ASCAP failed in everyday public} stand, is unusual these days in that says that 90-piece orchestra will be 
Lunceford, Harry James, Jackson | Allen. relations. It’s safe to say that if| it’s one of the few of the many new | furnished free of charge for benefit 
Teagarden. . ASCAP had done a good handshak-| bands to aim at sheer se performance next month for the 

Glen Gray opens a four week|ing job, some of the present hatred yeh — the en tak von Canadian Red Cross. 

Charlie Spivak leaving Jack Tea-|stand in the Rose Room, Palace | —most of it, perhaps—could have sentially sweet it has a smooth, + 
garden crew. He came over on/| Hotel, San Francisco, starting Thurs-|been avoided. But because ASCAP| never blaring punch that gives a a4 
trumpet from Paul Whiteman when | day, Oct. 26. This will be the first | failed to seem friendly, the station | lift to pops and makes its output Band Bookings 
Teagarden left latter to form new|time Gray has played Frisco. managers are convinced that ASCAP | adaptable to a mild form of jitter- 
crew. has nothing but ill will toward radio, as $4444 

Lynn (Wis.) dance pavilion owned /and is working one huge squeeze | Stull. gets customers t 

Joe Sullivan, now at Cafe Society,| by Arthur Grassman, was destroyed | play whose only virtue seems to be Al 
New York, rehearsing vaude turn as| by fire Saturday (14). that it is legal. (We're not arguing| new bands in past couple months, ora ola em Coll , Wittioma: 
accompanist to Lee Wiley. He's the truth—we're reporting the be-| with network wires. (Teddy Powell|/" "ypc 
pianist formerly with Bob Crosby. Maximilian Bergere orchestra | jief!) started here). town, ass. ; 

opens at the Miami Biltmore, Coral] A second point is that the news-| With his excellent corneting,| Jimmy Dorsey, Nov. 17, Hill 

Jack Jenny’s theme, ‘City Night,’| Gables, Fla., Dec. 23; Michael Zarin/paper stations—who get cheaper | Magee is fronting a crew of Jersey | School, Pottstown, Pa.; 22, Johnson 
to be published by Bregman, Vocco! opens at Roney-Plaza, Miami Beach,| ASCAP rates than indie stations—| local men adding up to three — City, x. Y.: 24-26 and 29, one- 
and Conn. Dec. 23; and Cholly Drew and or- P or AP as every- | 1our rhythm, and four brass split! nighters in New England. é 

are just as sore at ASC y ; t 
chestra at Hotel Madison, N. Y.; all/body else. In fact, the newsnaper | °Venly. It's founded on neat ar-| wit; Osborne, Oct. 23, Schuyler, 
Martin Block ’s local 802. N. ¥ ia M Tawi P : ody : ’ gtd rangements built around the leader’s Neb.: 24. Joplin, Mo 
mcs loca , N. Y. via Meyer Davis. stations currently figure that ASCAP | instrument. He works in almost every | V©?:; 4% Jopiin, Oat 91-29 Castle 


Bill Marshall, 
Farms, Cincinnati. 

Emerson Gill, Oct. 21, U. of Michle 
gan, Ann Arbor; 28, Toledo Club, © 
Toledo. 

Lee Kuhn, Oct. 20, indef., 
delphian Hotel, Philadelphia. 

Lee Shelley, Oct. 21, Arcadia B., 
¥. 


Phila- 
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TODAY'S REQUEST 


GEORGIA 


BROWN 


as featured in _ 
the Warner Bros. Hit 


“The Roaring Twenties” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Avenue New York City 


DAVE BERNIE NOW PROF. MGR. OF ABC MUSIC CORP. 


ANNOUNCES 
THE “BOO HOO” OF TODAY GEORGE JESSEL’S NEW SONG 


NOW IN PREPARATION 


. “WHITE LIES AND RED ROSES” 
, ABC MUSIC CoRP. 799 SEVENTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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~~ Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. Social Security Up To Band Leader 


a 
i 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from | 
yes Managers, lawyers and announcers| taxes. The finding would readily | tion since the inception of the social 
‘ ahs film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 'eonnected with dance bands are apply to name bands, since these are security act. The international last 
ng, € (eae : |permanent organizations and the} month went so far as to draw up and 
wr GRAND _ scrutinizing the latest ruling handed leader invariably engages his own| distribute among band bookers a 
his TITLE vit ron TOTAL | down by the U. S. treasury depart-| men. contract form which specified that 
Witmark |}ment on the question of liability for | Case which resulted in the deci-| the person or corporation engaging 
ire In—Day Out the payment of social security taxes. sion had been brought to the board | the band assume liability for the 
ed . Shapiro 35 |In this decision, whose file number | by the Dayton-Biltmore hotel, Day-| payment of social security and un- 
ler Are You Havin’ Any Fun?...+Scandals.......... O50 30 of SST 375, the department's Board | ton, O., with the co-operation of the | employment taxes, 
‘ne Good Morning. ..*Babes 28 |of Tax Appeals reverses itself and! American Hotel Association, while Several days after the forms had 
Man with the Mandolin.......... Cee eeeeeerecees OED scecessccveses . 26/holds that the band leader who con-| Joaquin Hill was the leader named.| gone out the AFM’s executive board 
Last 25 jtracts for the engagement is re- | American Federation of Musicians | issued a letter suspending the form’s 
ve | the | sponsible for the remittance of such | has fought against this interpreta-| effectiveness until further notice. 
us Little Man Who Wasn't There................... 22 | 
ire An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker..... 20 | 
te Lilacs in the 20 | 
Lis Goodnight My Beautiful. ..+Scandals............ Crawford ............ 16 
is South American Way...?Streets of Paris........ 
It's Funny to Everyone Bu 14 | 
A Man an is Dream... OF 13 
le Cinderella, Stay in My 13 | 
Tn an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room........ 12 cata Og O t @... 
Stop Kicking My Heart Around.................. 12 
ar J Didn't Know What Time...+Too Many Girls... Chappell ............ 11 | 
of Bt Least You Could Say Helle, 10 J 
ill i 
Inside Stuff—Music 
th 
M, 
be Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has renewed its contract with the Peter df i 
fit Maurice Music Co., London publisher, for the American and Canadian | An presents t ree 
he rights to the latter’s works. The extension, which is for another year, | 
{ also covers Peter Maurice’s two subsids, Worldwide Music Co. and Mac- 
+ , melodies Co. In the first year of the agreement the American pubs ob- 
tain such hits as ‘Penny Serenade,’ ‘Cinderella, Stay in My Arms’ and 
‘South of the Border.’ 
Shapiro-Bernstein last week also acquired all the rights to ‘In the 
+ and 


Mood,’ by Joe Garland, from the Lewis Musie Co. Buy had been infiu- 
3 enced by the circumstance that a recording of the tune by Glenn Miller | 
ied had become No. 1 seller on the Blue Bird (Victor Co.) list. 


i Publishers appeals board of the American Society of Composers, Authors JI MM VAN | N 


and Publishers last week overruled the action of the availability come | 


it mittee in slashing the ratings of Broadway Music Corp. and Words & 
om Music, Inc., and restored to the two firms the ratings they had at the Songs 
- beginning of this year. Broadway had been dropped from 600 to 540 | 


points and W&M from 250 to 225 points. 
The appeals group has not as yet handed down a decision in the pro- 
test of the Southern Music Co., whose current rating is 540 points. 


le T T T 
er. the big band he’s currently grooming with daily tryouts on CBS sus- | 


b, tainers. It's composed of four sax, five brass split three and two, and | 
- four rhythm, and has the Quintet within. 
Scott has been quietly readying the large band on CBS for past several | HO 
; months. He’s on about a dozen sustaining programs per week with it, | 


and succeeded in keeping it under cover until several weeks ago, | 


Charles Henderson, songwriter-arranger, has written an extensive 379- | 

page volume on ‘How to Sing for Money’ which George Palmer Putnam is | 

= 


publishing in Hollywood ($3.95) and which rates more than its title implies. 
It's a show-wise treatise that takes in almost every branch of the amuse- 
ment industry. Charles Palmer, who collabed, is a facile ghost, having 

captured Henderson’s experience with bands, film studios, etc., in graphic OD 

fashion. 

Society of European Stage Authors and Composers discovered after the 

ASCAP music festival was over that a number in SESAC’s repertoire, 

‘Sunrise Serenade,’ had been used at least three times during the jazz band 

phase of the concert series. Jewel Music Co. publishes the tune and rates 

&s one of the few pop music firms not allied with ASCAP. In all other of | 

the concerts ASCAP had checked the programs to make sure that the 

humbers to be played were within the ASCAP catalog. 


MAKE WITH THE KISSES 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn, Inc., will publish the score of ‘Swingin’ the | 
Dream,’ the Erick Charrell production which is slated to open at the Center | 


theatre, N. Y., in about four weeks. Eddie DeLange and Jimmy Van | 


Heusen are doing the music of this modernization of ‘Midsummer Night's | e 
Goodman. | Our General Professional Ma nager 


— 


Rival Cafe Has Two, So | TOO HOT TO HANDLE 
Nick’s Adds Third Band Reisman Taking aaa on Memphis C H A R L E S 


Since the Cafe Society, in Green- Hotel Fire 

wich Village, New York, put in two —— 

poeta band groups in addition to Memphis, Oct. 17. 
in a talent, Nick's opposition club Fire Prevention Week here opened MER CER MO RR IS IN "’ 
Gun habe, is to up to! with a blaze that threatened the Pea- & 
night bodv Skyway, South’s swankiest 

dezvous the eve of its 
and Joe Sullivan's hot units of six or ace Arcee ous, on M U S I Cc Pp U B LIS H E R S 


Seven pieces. Nick’s has Bud Free- ; 
man’s Summa Cum Laude’s and| Flames breke out in trash chute 


Zuty Singleton’s tri Sunday (15) afternoon. Extinguished 
ing to add before damage sufficient to interfere 1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK, J. 

group, now on its way to New York | With _ business Monday night, al- 

after finishing a Chicago nitery date. |though air conditioning system on 


WARREN 


Spanier had been set for the Look- | blink for 48 hours. Loss estimated ClIrele 5-8550 ’ 
~. Cincinnati, but was stymied by “4 $2,000. bh orchestra is CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
Musician’s union rule. 
Billie Holliday, who recently left playing first Dixie engagement, JESSE STOOL JACK ARCHER 
the Society to go to Chicago's Off-|claimed blaze occasioned by his 
Beat Club, returns with Marsala and | torrid drawing power. Hotel man- 
: Sullivan. | agement is waiting to see. 


\ 

| 

| 

| 
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Closed Shop Deals With 


RKO in Chicago and Mort Singer 
Set Precedent for a Vaude Union 


Contracts with two theatre chains, 
several independent vaudfilm oper- 
ators and the Sonja Henie ice show 
have been signed in the midwest by 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists. The theatre deals, which call 
for AGVA closed shops and have 
minimum wage and working condi- 
tion provisions, are first of the kind 
ever obtained by a vaude performer 
union from major circuits. 


Pact with the Mort Singer circuit 
covers the Orpheum theatres in New 
Orleans, Sioux City, Davenport, 
Waterloo (Ia.), Minneapolis, as well 
as the Iowa in Cedar Rapids and the 
Brandeis in Omaha. Deal with the 
RKO office covers the Orpheum the- 
atres in St. Paul and Champaign, 
Ill. Other vaude deals are for the 
Palace, Ft. Wayne; Kedzie, Chicago; 
Grand, Evansville, Ind., and the 
Lyric, Indianapolis. 

The ice show contract, signed by 
Aubrey Blair and Henry Jaffe, with 
Arthur M. Wirtz, of Chicago, covers 
a troupe of more than 30 perform- 
ers. In addition to AGVA shop and 
voluntary check-off, it calls for mini- 
mum pay of $75 a week for eight 
performances (with extra perform- 
ances pro-rated), $50 a week re- 
hearsal pay, four weeks’ work guar- 
anteed, no layoffs, one week pay for 
outright dismissal, or two weeks’ 
dismissal notice, and provides for 
payment of an advance bond to cover 
two weeks’ pay and transportation. 
Is effective as long as the show con- 
tinues. 

Union is still signing contracts 
with New York niteries, but is 
changing the classification of some 
of the spots. American Federation 
of Actors permitted some places to 
have a lower rating than allowed by 
the music union, but AGVA is hold- 
ing all spots strictly to the AFM 
categories. Wage levels for $40 a 
week for chorines and no minimum 
for principals in the Class A clubs, 
$40 for principals and $30 for 
chorines in Class B, and $35 for prin- 


cipals and $25 for chorines in Class | 


C. All contracts are temporary, with 
a 30-day cancellable clause, so the 
terms may be stiffened after the 
union board has had time to con- 
sider them. 

Contracts have now been signed 


by 11 talent agencies, following the 
lead of the William Morris office. 
All such deals require the agent to 
handle only AGVA acts for vaude or 
niteries, to use only AGVA contract 
forms and to obtain terms at least 
equal to the AGVA minimums. So 
far, no bonds are being required, but 
that may be done in certain cases if 
conditions seem to require it. 

Advisory committee, to act as 
liaison between the board of direc- 
tors and Mrs. Dorothy Bryant, exec- 
utive-secretary, was named last 
week by the union. It consists of 
Dewey Barto, Henry Dunne, Mario 
Naldi and Alan Corelli. 


LIQUOR BOARD CLIPS 
PHILLY NITE SPOTS. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 

The State Liquor Control Board 
got its cleanup drive underway here 
over the weekend, citing two top 
night spots for selling liquor on Sun- 
days in violation of the state law. 

The first was the Embassy, which 
only two weeks ago had a revocation 
of its license rescinded by the courts 
and made to pay a $300 fine. The 
other club was the Cadillac Tavern 
on North Broad street, which had 
been cited for the same violation 
three times previously by Liquor | 
Board agents. 

More than a score of smaller spots 
were also charged with violations of 
the liquor act. All will have a hear- 
ing before the Liquor Board’s Ex- 
aminer Oct. 24. 


Harriet Hilliard Ill 


Indianapolis, Oct. 17. 

Harriet Hilliard (Mrs. Ozzie Nel- 
son) was forced to quit her hus- 
band’s orch show at the Lyric last 
week (9) due to illness. She re- 
turned to New York. 

House used lobby signs to inform 
public of her absence from bill, and 
usher stood at ticket window to ver- 
bally inform patrons that she was 
out of the line-up. 


e15 YEARS 


(From Variety) 


Dissolution of the Producing Man- 
agers Association, which had been 
fighting Equity, was in sight. Mem- 
bers saw no advantage in continuing 
without the support of the actors’ 
union. 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ in its 126th 
week on Broadway, did $17,970, its 
biggest week since opening at the 
Republic, barring a holiday week 
with an extra performance. 


Heywood Broun, of the Morning 
World, led the New York drama 
critics in success selections, being 
the first ever to get a perfect score, 
with eight out of eight. First quar- 
ter boxoffice rating on critics. 

S. Z. Poli wished to retire from 
show biz. He was willing to dispose 
of his New England theatre holdings 
for $10,000,000. 


Judging from critical raves in 
Baltimore, Billie Burke had clicked 
in Ziegfeld’s latest success, ‘Annie 
Dear,’ at Ford’s. 


An unknown was to direct Mary 
Pickford’s next film. Name was 
Josef von Sternberg. 


Nelson Keys, the English impres- 
sionist, and Frank Fay were clicko 
at the Palace, New York. Keys’ 
‘Jazz Impressions’ was best, while 
Fay was kidding his way through 
nicely. 


Blanche Ring received her notice 
from the ‘No, No Nanette’ manage- 
ment. Hubby, Charles Winninger, 
also in the musical, was sore and 
threatened to quit. 

Henry Miller had his face lifted 
and friends were saying he looked 
20 years younger. Miller was stag- 
ing musical version of ‘Come Out 
of the Kitchen,’ being presented by 
Carl Reed, with Ruth Chatterton to 
star. 


Coast Troc Folds 


Hollywood, Oct. 17. 

Roy McMaster was appointed re- 
ceiver of the Chateau Sunset Corp., 
owner of the Trocadero  nitery, 
operated until recently by Felix 
Young. 

Club was closed by an involuntary 
bankruptcy petition filed by three 


creditors. 
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NEW YORK @ LONDON « CHICAGO e HOLLYWOOD 


THIRD height-of-season RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
Rainbow Room atop Radia City 


Giving Non-Name Orchs 
Buildup, With Name Acts As B.0. Lure 


N.T.G. Opens in Chi Cafe 
With N.Y. World Fair Acts 


Nils T. Granlund (N.T.G.) opens 
an eight-week stand at Colosimo’s, 
Chicago nitery, starting Friday (20). 

Billed as the ‘World’s Fairest Re- 
vue,’ N.T.G.’3 nitery show will in- 
clude several acts from his World's 
Fair Sun Worshippers concession, re- 
cently closed. 


NATE LEIPZIG, 
VET MAGICO, 
DIES 


Nate Leipzig, veteran magician, 
died at his home in New York, Fri- 
day (13), at the age of 66, after a 
lingering illness, He was a victim 
of cancer, Conceded by his craft 


to be the master magician of them 
all, he used nothing but his supple 
fingers to perform many bewilder- 
ing tricks, often standing within a 
foot of those he entertained, 


As a card manipulator Leipzig 
had no equal and was just as adroit 
with coins which flipped back and 
forth over his knuckles. He was 
classed among the top showmen in 
vaudeville, a standard turn who 
played all the time he wanted. The 
decadence of vaudeville meant lit- 
tle to Leipzig for he was booked 
principally for class private parties, 
only occasionally appearing in night 
clubs, His appearances at the Lambs 
Gambols were countless and almost 
ali his spare time was spent in the 
clubrooms, 

The slim, smiling prestidigitator 
was tendered a farewell at River- 
side Memorial Chapel Sunday (15) 
where Fredric Fradkin’s violin and 


Fred Waring’s glee club were heard 
between eulogies, and his widow, Lila, | 
was presented with ‘The Flowers,’ 
a testimonial signed by every Lamb 
who entered the club. Several 
months ago he retired as president 
of the Society of American Magi- 
cians, when he was presented the 
scroll which attested him one of the 
greatest conjurors of all time. 


Leipzig performed before royalty, 
including the Prince of Wales, now | 
the Duke of Windsor, and he gave | 
a command performance at Buck- | 
ingham Palace when the rulers of | 


(Continued on page 44) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Al Tint, yodeling minstrel of olden 
days, just fought off a mess of flu. 
Charles K. Daley, of Warners 
Pittsburgh theatres, is a new arrival | 
at the Will Rogers. 
John Orr shot in and out of the 
Rogers and handed his daughter | 
Agnes a surprise visit. 
Helen Arlund back at the lodge | 
after another stage of the rib op-| 
eration, 
Among those who have left the in- | 
bed routine and are up for their | 
meals are: Patricia Wallace, Rose | 
Karp, Russell Speights, Clifford | 
Heather, Jack Edwards, Jesse Ros- 


enberg, Paul Dean, Carol Hartley | 
and Inel Guillory. 
Station WBNZ here dedicates | 


numbers to members of the Actors 
Colony who are hospitalizing, which 
is a very nice gesture. Russ Kelly, 
recently penciled in for an op, was 
asked what number he would like} 
dedicated to himself. He barked, ‘I | 
Love Life.’ 

Thanks to James Lee, of the Wor- 
cester (Mass.) Gazette. He never 
misses a chance to cheer up this 
Colony in his ‘Backstage’ column. 

Frisco DeVere, who saw years of 
service up here, fighting a setback in 
Scarsdale, N. Y. Her sister, Denver, 
is nursing slight injuries from an 
auto mishap. 

‘We Met in a Dream,’ written by 
Eddie Dowd (Will Rogers) and 


Bryce Lavign, Saranac hotel orch 


leader, will be published by the 
Mills Music Corp. 


— to those you know who are 


The Brandt Circuit, with four 
vaudfilmers in New York, is em. 
barking on a policy of building up 
lesser-known bands. Idea is g0ing 
into effect Thursday (19) with the 
booking of Bill Marshall's orch at 
the Flatbush, Brooklyn, and Zinn 
Arthur’s crew at the Audubon, on 
Washington Heights. f 

Marshall’s band was formerly the 
Frank Dailey crew and recently 
came out of Pittsburgh, Whee 
Dailey, who owns the Meadowbrook 
New Jersey, dropped the orch, Mar- 
shall, who was its manager, picked 
it up and is now maestroing. Hig 
booking for the Brandt theatres 
came via an audition. 

When playing the non-name bands 
the Brandts will back ’em up with 
name acts and personalities. Mar- 
shall, at the Flatbush, will get a 
marquee hypo via Jack Haley and 
Mary Carlisle, Latter pair are go- 
ing on tour in a unit with Jack Tea- 
garden’s band, but as Teagarden is 
current at the Flatbush because of 
a prior booking, Marshall’s band 
was substituted to back Haley and 
Miss Carlisle on the Brandt time. 

Arthur is going into the Audubon 
fresh off the borscht circuit. His 
band played the summer at The’ 
Grossinger, Ferndale, N. Y. At the 
Audubon, Arthur will play a mod- 
erately budgeted show, but he'll get 
name support when playing the 
Flatbush, Windsor, Bronx; and Carl. 
ton, Jamaica, 

Audubon Cuts Budget 

After a trial period of several 
weeks, three of the four Brandt 
vaudfilmers in the New York area 
appear definitely set to keep going 
as is, unless there’s an unexpected 
reversal of business. The fourth 
house, the Audubon, will continue 
playing vaudeville, but at a greatly 
trimmed budget and sliced admis- 
sion scale to meet conditions of the 
neighborhood. Cuts take effect 
Thursday (19). 

Brandts state that the Flatbush, 
Windsor, and Carlton are definitely 
in the black. The Carlton started 
slowly, but has been building con- 
sistently. 

The Audubon’s full-week lesser. 
known and cheaper band policy is 
predicated on the fact that the nabe 
has become chiefly populated with 
refugees from Europe and Spaniards, 
few of whom have much coin to 
spend for entertainment. So, the 
theatre's scale is being cut from 
top to conform with the nabe’s 
straight picture houses. This means 
a 30c top weekday nights and lic 
for matinees, 

With the Audubon trimming its 
budget, Brandt Circuit is now is- 
suing only three-week tickets to 
name orchs in the $5,000 and more 
weekly class. Audubon, however, 
may play an occasional name band 
when the Brandts feel that the b.o. 
is virtually guaranteed. 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 


WALTER 
DARE 
WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


— 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 
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Midwest Out of Step With East On 


Vaude; Current Season Looks N.G. 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 


jts worst vaudeville season in his- 
tory. Each year has found some 
cause for optimism and th> hope for 


increased vaude activity, but the 
current season, is dismai in its get- | 
away and the prospect is pretty | 
gloomy. This is particular’y strange 
in view of the considerable spurt of 
vaude time around the east. 

Outside of the loop in Chicago 
there is practically no solid vaude- 
ville time, and the loop, vhich has 
had four solid money houses, indi- 
cates that it will cut down to three. 
The RKO Palace is seriously figur- 
in; on dropping vaude and going 
into a straight film policy with dou- 
ble features. Biz at this house has 
been way off. 

Rest of the midwest is n.g., the 
houses either playing cut-rate shows 
or operatirg on an occasional show 
basis. Rivoli, Toledo, which had 
been a regular week stand, now is 
playing only occasional shows. Fox, 
Detroit, gives no indication of going 
back to vaude. Lyric, Indianapolis, 
is getting most of its servic'ag out of 
New York, as is the Colonial, De- 
troit. 

Minnesota in Minneapolis has been 
playing $1,500 budget shows, though 
there is a likelihood that this budg- 
et will be raised. Riverside, Milwau- 
kee, is not giving shows much in the 
way of guarantees, with the house 
insisting generally that the shows 
gamble on a percentage. 

Kansas City has become less im- 
portant as a vaude outlet, where it 
formerly rated as a good money 
week for variety talent. 

Rest of the time is weekend stuff, 
\’hich adds up to apples and is play- 
able mostly by cheap acts. 

What makes it tougher still is that 
the houses in the loop are not stead- 
fast spots, with the lesser acts liable 
to much shifting around whenever a 
money unit or top name comes along. 
Entire shows in such houses at the 
State-Lake or Oriental are set back 
many weeks if a name band or other 
type attraction becomes available. 


DUALS WILL REPLACE 
VAUDE AT CHI PALACE 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 

The first first-run double feature 
house in Chicago will be the RKO 
Palace, if current executive dis- 
cussions materialize into action. RKO 
chieftains are seriously considering 
sending the midwest flagship into a 
first-run dual policy. Stagehands and 
musicians are on week-to-week basis 
and, should the shift be made, it is 
figured that vaude will be out and 


| 
Midwest vaude is stumbling off on | 


Abbott-Costello in Triple, 
Radio, Legit, Nite Club 


Abbott and Costello, a fixture on 
Kate Smith’s radio program and in 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Shubert musical at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., will triple 
into the Versailles starting Oct. 31. 
Nitery date is for two weeks, agented 
by the William Morris office. 

Last nitery appearance by Abbott 
and Costello was at Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana around eight months ago. 
At that time, however, they were 
working only the Kate Smith pro- 
gram. 

Adelaide Moffett is co-attraction 
on that date, succeeding Gertrude 
Niesen, who debuts tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 


CANTOR WANTS 
SCALE 


Reported Eddie Cantor may at- 
tempt to get Loew’s to boost the 
admission scale higher at the Met- 
ropolitan, Brooklyn, when he opens 
there tomorrow (Thurs.) on a deal 
that gives him 50% of the gross 
from the first dollar. The request 
may have gone in already. 

During week days, the Met gets 
'25c. to 5 p.m., and 50c. to closing. 
'On the Cantor engagement, the 
house is still maintaining the 25c. 
price, but only to noon, then jump- 
ing a dime to 35c. from 12 to 5 p.m., 
and only adding a nickel over the 
straight dual-pix scale, or 55c. for 
| evenings. 

On Saturdays the Met is now get- 
ting 35c. to 5 p.m. and 55c. to closing, 
whereas with Cantor it will be 35c. 
to 1 p.m., 40c. to 5 p.m., and 75c. to 
closing. 

Sunday scale at present is 35c. to 
2 p.m., and 55c. to closing. With 
Cantor it will be only 40c. to 2 p.m., 
and 75c. from then on. 


Dante Returns to US. 
After 12 Years; Spent 
106 to Leave Europe 


twin bills in by Nov. 3. 

Elimination of vaude will also 
mean a considerable slice in admis- 
sion prices at the house. 


Willows Under Hammer; 


Once Pitt’s Top Nitery 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 

Willows, at one time Pittsburgh's 
swankiest roadhouse, will be sold 
at auction next week by receivers for 
seven defunct Pittsburgh banks. 
Spot was built more than a decade 
ago by Tony Conforti and A. Tucci, 
and in its early days was one of the 
biggest money-makers in nitery his- 
tory here. 

Tucci died some time ago and 
Conforti, who now operates prosper- 
ous Nixon cafe, later lost the prop- 
erty when he couldn’t meet the 
mortgage. For last few summer 
seasons, spot has been run _ with 
varying degrees of success by local 
syndicates under percentage of gross 
rental plan. Questioning over the 
week-end revealed that none of the 
Syndicates past or present, or any- 
body else actively connected at the 
moment with cafe biz, plans to put 
in a bid for the Willows. 


N. O. Spot Recpenine 


New Orleans, Oct. 17. 
The swank Tulane Room of the 
Jung hotel, which has been dark 


for the past six months, will reopen | 


Nov. 2. 
Vincent Lopez’ orch will be the 
first band in the spot. 


Dante, magician, who arrived back 
in this country Saturday (14) with 
troupe of 30 people, was playing at 
the Scala, Berlin, when war broke 
out. He went to Stockholm, Sweden, 
| where he waited for three weeks be- 
| fore he was able to gather his bag- 
gage and 
holm. 

Baggage, consisting of 150 pieces, 
was termporarily 
lin, and by the time he was able to 
regain possession it had cost him 
over $3.000. Says trip home for him- 
self and troupe, with everything in- 
cluded, set him back almost $10,- 
000. 

Dante had been abroad for nearly 
12 years, having played practically 
every city on the Continent. 


Name Bands Mulled 


A name band policy similar to the 
one in effect at the Brandt houses, 
|particularly the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
‘is being mulled for the Tivoli, Brook- 
lyn. This house was once a leading 
indie vaudfilmer, but hasn’t played a 
regular policy of stage shows for 
around three ycars. 

If and when the contemplated band 
policy goes into effect, Alec Hanlon, 
recently returned from a tour of 
Australia with a unit, will book the 
house. It seats around 2.200 and is in 
the downtown sector of Brooklyn. 


Gauchos Join Brown 
Seven American Gauchos, acro 
'stage unit, current at the Colonial, 


Dayton. 
Max Tishman negotiaied the deal. 


sail on the S.S. Kungs- | 


interned in Ber- | 


For Tivoli, Brooklyn | 


act, has joined the Joe E. Brown | 


Quick Grief 


New Orleans, Oct. 17. 

Frances Annello, ‘Miss New Or- 
leans of 1939,’ is already having pro- 
fessional] troubles. Her father, Jo- 
seph P, Annello, has filed suit in 
First City court to collect a salary 
of $50 for her two-week booking at 
the Chez Paree. 

Annello claims his daughter had 
a contract with Joseph ‘Jean’ La- 
fitte, operator of the spot, but the 
place closed a day or so after she 
opened and that she hasn’t been able 
to collect. 


MULLS OFAY 
BANDS 


Apollo theatre, in Harlem, New 
York, heretofore using colored bands 
and talent almost exclusively, is 
mulling the booking of white name 
bands. Charlie Barnet crew is 


tentatively set at the house for the 
week of Dec. 1. There hasn’t been 
a white band in the spot for almost 
five years, and oddly enough it was 
Barnet’s crew the last time. 

Reason for running in white bands, 
which is almost a certainly, is the 
lack of enough good colored crews 
to give the theatre strong b.o. mag- 
nets each week. Number of b.o. 
Negro outfits can be counted on the 
fingers of one hand. Theatre oc- 
casionally uses a white vaude act. 


Cleve’s Civic Aud B’d 


Overrules Pic Exhibs 
On Jitterbug Contest 


Cleveland, Oct. 17. 
Annual row between film exhi- 
bitors and civic auditorium, managed 


by Herb Buckmen, over the latter’s 
‘unfair’ bookings of competitive at- 
tractions, erupted this time over cur- 
rent jitterbug contest at Public Hall. 

S. M. Fox, of Kansas City, head 
| jitterer in the International 4itter- 
| bug Assn., had contract nearly signed 
|by Buckman for 18 days when ex- 
hibs grabbed the pen indignantly. 
Contest was in direct competition 
with commercial theatres, protested 
J. M. Ulmer, rep for pic houses. 
Stunt was deliberately plotted by 
out-of-town promoters to pull every 
shagging juve away from pictures, 
he also argued, 

After hearing the heated debate 
| for two hours, hall’s weary board of 
; control arbitrated by okaying the 
rental contract, but chopping the 
jitterbugging down to 11 days. City 
is to get 1742 percent of receipts, 
| with guaranteed minimum of $2,000. 

Owners of town’s roller arenas 
| also squawked about Buckman leas- 
| ing the auditorium to Leo Mayninier 


| operator of Chippewa Lake Park’s 
rink. Apparently their yells lacked 
enough influence, for hall will be 
turned into a pop-priced roller rink 
between other events as an 
experiment, filling its winter sked 
for the first time since it was built. 


SYR. DAILIES TALK 
UP VAUDE REVIVAL 


Syracuse, Oct. 17. 

Eddie Cantor and troupe’s terrific 
click in one-day (10) stand here has 
| revived talk of vaudeville. 

All press commentators said after 
his visit that time was apparently 
ripe for stage performances here, 
| but as yet no theatre has taken any 
official steps in that direction. 


‘The Era’, London Weekiy, 


The Era, 102-year-old London the- 
atrical weekly, has quit publication. 
It was at one time an_ influential 
journal. 

A. B. Ledger, for years proprietor 
and editor of the paper, died in 1921, 


| Ostrers. 


HARLEM HOUSE 


Folds After 102 Years 


Stagehands’ Extra-Man Rule On 
Electrical Instruments May Breach 
[A-Musicians Working Agreement 


Replica of Holiywood’s 
Beachcomber on B’way 


Broadway is to have a new night 
spot, the Beachcomber, a replica of 
that in Hollywood. It will be 
spotted on the second floor of the 
Winter Garden building, same quar- 
ters that were used for cabarets with 
various names, including that of the 
Plantation and Rendezvous. 

Atmosphere will be Tahitian and 
a native menu will be featured. What 
is claimed to be the top conga band 
has been engaged by Monte Prosser 
who will be the general manager. 
Nat Karson is designing the room 
and costumes for a November open- 
ing. Jack Goddard is of the syndi- 
cate backing the new venture. 


VAUDE OUTLOOK 
BRIGHT ROUND 
NEW ENGLAND 


Boston, Oct. 17. 
Prospects of the best vaude season 
in five years in the New England sec- 
tor are bright, according to leading 


talent bookers here. Current season 
opened slightly stronger than last 
season closed, although the bookers 
claim the warm weather has delayed 
developments considerably. 

In this city vaude is at almost ex- 
actly the same volume as late last 
season, but the expansion thus far 
has been in the suburban houses, 
where five acts on a split week has 
become a popular policy. Some of 
these stands are using girl lines with 
the five acts. 

In the hinterland a few houses 
|have already opened the fall season 
|with talent, whereas last year they 
‘remained straight films until late in 
the season. In other instances some 
;theatres are using more acts or run- 
ining vaude more days. Club book- 
| ings are also up a bit thus far, and 
| organization bookings are shaping up 
well. 
| No booker contends that the cur- 
‘rent increase is sensational, but the 
'consensus is that the signs point to a 
|comparatively good year just as soon 
‘as cold weather erases the Indian 
'summer that has retarded most all 
'show biz here this fall. 


Richards Takes Over 
Sherman Unit Booking; 


— 


Long-standing working agreement 
between the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees and 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians threatens to blow up, setting off 
another intra-union war, if the IA 
insists on enforcing an old ruling that 
theatres must hire an extra elec- 
triclan when stage bands contain 
any instrument requiring an elec- 
trical connection. 

Edict, which has long been on the 


IA books, was given its first work- 
out in what the New York tooters’ 
local, 802, makes no bones about 
admitting it considers a strictly un- 
derhand manner. Del Courtney, 
whose orch was appearing at Loew’s 
State last week, was the butt of the 
IA drive there. 

It is contended by the AFM that 
an IA rep came to Courtney just 
a few hours before he was set to 
open the State engagement and de- 
manded he sign an agreement to 
hire an electrician at $100 a week 
because the band uses a Hammond 
organ. 

Rattled by the proximity of cur- 
tain time and his first major thea- 
tre date, Courtney inked the agree- 
ment handed him. He then notified 
the AFM. Jack Rosenberg, 802 prez, 
flared up. He was not only angry at 
the blackjack he felt was being put 
to Courtney’s head, but at the at- 
tempt to extract the $100 from the 
musician. He ordered Courtney not 
to pay the coin, taking upon the 
union any liability for his not ful- 
filling the signed agreement, 

Musicians’ Angle 

Rosenberg declared he’d be glad 
to see more electricians hired, but 
their salary is not going to come 
out of the pockets of musicians, If 
additional hands are needed, he 
stated, it’s up to the IA to negotiate 
for their employment with the house. 
In any case, the stagehands’ or- 
ganization should have consulted 
the AFM instead of going straight to 
the orch leader, Rosenberg feels. 

As the battle now stands, it is a 
three-way affair between the two 
unions and the State, with the latter 
in the middle and treading as if on 
eggs to avoid offending either labor 
organization and  ffinding itself 
struck or picketed. On the other 
hand, it’s not anxious to pay the $100 
in this case or in the case of future 
bands employing such instruments 
as Novachords, electric guitars or 
vibraphones. As virtually all parties 
agree, the work of the extra elec- 
trician would consist of putting a 
plug in a socket on Thursday morn- 
ing (opening) and pulling it out 
the following Wednesday night. 

Bands, too, are put on the spot 
by the IA demand, for outfits like 
Benny Goodman's, jin which a vibra- 
phone is an important auxiliary, are 
not desirous of doing without their 
electrical instruments. Their tend- 


Costlier Talent Plans 
| 
| Max Richards on Monday (16) 
took over the booking of Harry 
,Sherman’s Mutual vaude unit, re-| 
| Placing Joe Feinberg, booker of the| 
| Comerford Circuit. Behind the} 
| Switch is Sherman’s idea to spot a 
| better grade of talent, especially for 
| the big indie Minnesota, Minneap- 
olis. 

| Richards, who for five years was 
|ecasting director of the musical | 
| Mentone Shorts, is doing the book- 
ing out of his own office. He was 
once a leading vaude booker in Chi- 
cago and also bought the shows for 
the Fox, Brooklyn, during that the- 
|atre’s reorganization period and 
|prior to its present Fabian opera- 
tion as a straight picture spot. 

| With the expiration of its deal 
| with Harry Sherman for Mutual 
| vaude units, the Comerford theatres 
jare cutting vaude time down 
| to only two svots playing three days 
,each week. They are Wilkes-Barre 


and Scranton. Pa. 

Five other Pennsy towns—Strouds- 
|burg, Hawley, Endicott, Honesdale 
and Carbondale—played Sherman’s 
unit one day weekly, but now go 
straight pictures, 

Wilkes-Barre and Scranton will be 
booked by Joe Feinberg out of the 


ency is to pay the $100 to avoid a 
conflict, but the AFM won't go to 
it. Houses, it is thought, in most 
cases would prefer to do without 
these instruments than part with the 
extra C-note. Forced to dispense 
with their specialities, bands are thus 
weakened, it is said, causing hard- 
ships. 


ASKS BILLING CHANGE 
TO FORESTALL SQUAWK 


Mark J. Leddy, manager of the 
Negro tap duo of Winfield and Ford, 
ordered Brandts’ Flatbush on Sat- 
urday (14) to cease billing them as 
‘Tap and Toe. Raymond Winfield 
is a former member of Tip, Tap 
and Toe. 

Leddy declared he sold the team 
as Winfield and Ford and cbjects to 
the switch in billing. Two original 
members of T.T.&T. have a new 
partner and are now using the old 
name. Leddy wants to forestall a 
squawk. 

T.T.&T. now consists of Sammy 
Green and Ted Frazer, who were 
with Winfield as the Three Rhythm 
Kings and for five seasons as Tip, 


Comerford office in New York. It’s 


leaving over $2,000,000. Of recent indicated he'll spot more expensive 
|years it had been owned by the shows than the Mutual intacts, which | Eddie 


Tap and Toe, and Freddy James, 
|the new pard. They are booked by 
Smith, formerly Leddy’s 


irange from $65 to $100 a day in cost. | agency partner. 
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VARIETY 


Night Club Reviews 


COTTON CLUB N . tand will probably take considerable 
’ |trimming. Zan almost two hours 

|opening night without including the 

Bill Robinson, Chilton & Thomas, two thigh-grinding acts that played 
Avis Andrews, Bobby Evans, Toni | the afterpiece, and the packed house 
Morrow. Kaloah, Princess Oreila & was pretty tired by the time Bo- 
Co. (4), Dandridge Sisters, The | jangles came on to finale the layout. 


| 
monolog than songs. Two of her | 
'numbers were pops and the third a/| 


tennis parody on ‘Comes Love,’ ! 


| which seems to have been a dashed- | 


| 


off job. 


Hal Chanslor’s band offers up the | 


incentive for terping on the postage- | 
size floor. Heli. 


| COLONY CLUB, CHI | 


| 
Chicago, Oct. 12. | 
The De Marcos (2), Don Orlando 


Zephyrs (2), Son & Sonny, Louis | He wisely held himself to a soft-shoe orch, Fernando Canay orch. 


Armstrong’s orch with Sonny Woods | routine and an exposition on buck 
& Midge Williams, Soccaras orch. | dancing and then brought on_ the 
}other turns for a bow. Only a Rob- 

Harlem’s best Broadway advertise-|inson could hold such a mob after | 
ment opened a partially new vaude-|so much hoofing, and only Robinson | 


most distinctive feature being that it that precedes him. 

was the first Sabbath the club has | Armstrong’s band is ideally suited 
been open in several months. Mu-/ for the C.C. It’s hot and jumpy and 
sicians’ union rule requiring one day | draws the customer-hoofers, plus the 
off per week for bandsmen had re- | benefit of Armstrong’s own singing 
sulted in the spot’s six-day opera-|and crack trumneting. His two vo- 
tion, the C.C. refusing to go for the) calists, Sonny Woods and Midge Wil- 
cost of an extra crew one day per | liams, are plenty alright. 

week during the summer dog days.|  Soccaras’ orch is still alternating 
It’s shouldering the extra expense for the dance sessions. Scho. 


now that the fall is here and nitery 
CAFE LAMAZE, L.A. 


b.o. is stepping up. 
Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 


Current variety layout features 

several holdovers, notably Bill Rab- 
Alice Marble, Hal Chanslor Orch | 


inson, and will hold until a produc- 
tion-type show opens in two or three 
weeks. Robinson will naturally go! 
out when the ‘Swing Mikado,’ cur-| (5 
rent at the N.Y. World’s Fair, goes 
on tour Nov. 3. | Slim Gordon's bistro is about all 

Backbone of the incoming revue, that’s left on the Sunset strip, once 
will be Louis Armstrong, and Satch- lively nitery sector, since shuttering 
mo is getting a warmup via this of Marcel’s down the street, and the 
vaudeville layout. The C.C. is figur- | Trocadero. There's a sprinkling of 
ing on Stepin Fetchit to headline the | lesser spots but none to bring more 
—— with probably Buck and _ than a pause for a snifter. 

ubbles as featured assist. Lamaze is still primarily an eatery 

H.o. acts current include Dan- with the entertainment tossed in to 
dridge Sisters (3), harmonists; Son fill the waits between courses. Din- 
and Sonny, acrobatic hoofers; ners still bring $4.50 a head and 
Kaloah, thieh grinder: Princess | drinks start at 60c. Supper biz hasn’t 
Oreila and Co. 4), hot rhumba mu-_ slacked much but the late hours have 
sical mixed quartet, and Barrington Gordon worried. It’s an old formula 
Guy. Latter did not show opening | out here that when trade drops off, 
night due to the length of the show.! whether it’s nitery or delicatessen, 
This also affected Kaloah and Prin-| run In a name. 


: | is small, seating only a little more 
ville show Sunday night (15), its) Could possibly top the crack dancing | 4),,), 100, plus some at a small circu- 


_rhumba, modernistic and tango, 


cess Oreila’s company, who were) So, with that thought in mind, 
presented as more or less of an Gordon made a deal for a trio of | 
afterpiece. names. First in was Wini Shaw. |} 
Show’s newcomers include, besides| She failed to turn the trick. Then | 
Satchmo’s crew, Bobby Evans, a, Alice Marble, the tennis champ. If 
singing-hoofing m.c. in tails. who is) the trick is to be turned it devolves | 
a Lenox avenue version of Lou Tel-| upon the next name, Hildegarde, to 
legen; Chilton and Thomas, crack} do it. Miss Marble is no champ at 
mixed dancing team; The Zephyrs,| this sort of thing and on a Thursday 
okay two-man washboard and panto! night, the late shift, she had no more 
act; Avis Andrews, polite colored than 40 people out front to whom to 
singer, and Tori Morrow, who gives; sing. 
&@ pop a dirty twist and sings an even; Lady of the racquets lacks the 
dirtier special. She can’t help but; night club veneer. Her voice is 
offend ofays in a downtown nitery. 
Show is way overboard in dancing! numbers she delivers savor more of | 


‘The, THEATRE of the STARS _ 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
Biyant 9-7800 


H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


husky, but emotionless, and the three | bands comprise Joseph Sudy andj 


Mona, 
| Latins. 


ster, quite portly, who makes capital | 
of his girth and manages to ingrati- 


This swanky spot is aimed at the. 


cream of the clientele, having every- | 


thing for the upper stratum. Club | 


lar bar. The decor is completely 
ultra. Opened last season by Nich- 
olas Dean and Sonny Goldstone, it 
has solidly established itself for 
smartness and class. 

The Colony plays only one act on 
each bill, but that act is usually 
among the tops on its line. Current- 
ly, the show has the De Marcos, re- 
united. There are three shows each 
night, with the De Marcos impressing 
very favorably with a succession of 
ballroom numbers, including Spanish, 


There are two orchestras, the Fer- | 


/nando Canay group for the rhumba, | 


and Don Orlando's orchestra for 
general dance sessions and the show. 
Latter plays sweet music and han- 
dles the De Marco show with deft- 
ness. He’s been building a follow- 
ing here. Orlando plays the accor- 
dion well also. 

Dean and Goldstone are stressing 
the rhumba, bringing in a couple of 
rhumbaists to instruct the ee 

al, 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 


Romo Vincent, Gracie Barrie, Jean 
Joseph Sudy orch, Zito’s 


Romo Vincent is a Falstaffian fun- | 


ate himself despite a not too fetch- | 
ing basic personality. However, he} 
mocks himself, kids his appetite. | 
paces the show—such as it is—brisk- 


|ly, and also tenors a nice ballad in| 
| between. 


Gracie Barrie, with her standard | 


| song salesmanship, is the standout of 
ithe support. 
| hat and long-silked gams, does taps 


Jean Mona, with top 
in accepted style opening, and the 


Zito’s tangoists. 
Sudy has a nice team, the maestro. 
a violinist-vocalist, being an alumnus 
of Henry King’s orchestra, with 
whom he was featured. Band will} 
smooth out with seasoning. It fits | 
nicely into a grillroom of this type. | 
Sudy holds over when Ethel Shutta 
plays a repeat. with Joe and Betty | 
Lee, and Lee Sullivan sub-featured, | 
Abel. | 


| 


CLUB GAUCHO, N. Y. 


Pedro Valli, Mona Lisa, Gabriel & | 
Giralda, Nedra Medara, Juan Makula | 
orch, 

The Gaucho, like El Chico, is a 
Greenwich Village standard by now, 
among intime niteries. As the name 
implies, the motif is Latin. Like 
most Village spots, excepting the 
Chico, which has a couvert and a 
fancier scale, this is relatively inex- 
pensive, and lots of value consider- 
ing the charm of the place and the | 
type of divertissement. 

At the helm is maitre-conferencier 
Pedro Valli. who paces his neat little 
show deftly. Gabriel and Giralda 
give out with the standard rhumba, 
tango, conga stuff and also, in the 
current idiom, engage in audience 
instruction. (Most such type ball- 
room teams maintain dancing stu- 
dios on the side, thus rounding out 
their incomes, and making it possible 
for cafes to book such acts at nom- 
inal fees.) 

Mona Lisa is an impressive so- 
prano who is more concerty than 
nitery, but fits in nicely in a room 
such as this. Opener is Nedra 
Medara, terp specialist. The band 
is a snappy unit, headed by Juan 
Makula, seen before in sundry Vil- 
lage spots such as the Latino, et al. 


Second Big Week at the Strand, New York 


CASS, OWEN 


Direct from eight months engagement at the London Hippodrome, England 


Direction: MAX TISHMAN 


Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


PLANS FAMOUS DOOR 
“COUNTERPART FOR PITT 


Denmark were in the audience. It! 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 17 
firs learne art | Gs 
is true that he first learned the art | Lew Mercur, former operator of 


of magic from Harry Houdini, How- ! Harlem Casino in local Harle y 
Ge em, is 


ord Leon | plotting a swing club for downtown 


Kellar and others, but his field did | 
after 52nd 
street's Famous Door, N. Y. It’s 


| Pittsburgh patterned 
not include illusions such as they | 
| the first time for such an enterprise 
was in this city, closest former approach 
ents who settled in Srrees, and bi having been old Benjamin Harrison 
was there he became interested In| Literary Society, one-time private 
magic, dropping his calling as an _membership club where Maxine Sul- 
optician when he was 30. and another 
orcher, held sway three years apo. 

Why He Didn't Play Cards _ | Only thing that’s currently hold- 

He refused to play cards, explain- ing up the swingeroo is a bit of 
ing that if he won, others would sus- | trouble Mercur’s having with the 
pect trickery and if he lost they State Liquor Control Board, which 
ight think it w: I {is holding up booze permit.  Li- 
mig comé-on. 10 censees must have resided in Penn- 
the Sphinx, a trade magazine for sylvania for three consecutive years 
magicians, it was said of him: ‘He | and, although Mercur’s a native, he 
never spoke illy or in an unfriendly | went to Florida for four months last 


— 


Leipzig 


Continued from page 42 


manner of any one, 


He was never! winter where he ran a Nut Club, 


too busy to give his services to a/ His brother, Al Mercur, has a similar 


worthy charity, nor aid and counsel 
to one in need. In short he stood 


to follow. 


Leipzig liked to tell of a visit to 
Lakewood, N. J.. where he won a 
hotel in a two-handed poker game 
with the proprietor, Then he started 
to do tricks for the guests, and the 
hotel man had murder in his heart, 
figuring he had been duped. Where- 
upon the magician then told the fel- 
low that it was all a little joke, and 
that he had no claim on the prop- 
erty. 

The devising of tricks was Leip- 
zig’s hobby, and he instructed any 


number of young magicians. One of | 
his favored proteges was Fred. 
Keating, a trickster before he turned | 
'to other branches of activity. As/} 


raconteur, Leipzig ranked with the 
best in the Lambs. Leivpzig’s first 
stage appearance was with William 
and Felix Berol who fashioned pic- 
tures out of rags and, while with 
them, was known as Nate Berol. 
Until his appearances as a single no 
magician attempted to work alone, 
but his intricate sleight-of-hand mas- 
tery created a vogue. He went on 
at the Palladium, London, in 1903, 
under a four weeks booking and re- 
mained over there three years. 

His family name was Leipziger. 
Surviving are his widow, to whom 
he was married 34 years, and three 
brothers, Leo, George and Rabbi 
Emil Leipziger, of New Orleans. 


An idea of Leipzig’s show biz pres- | 
tige through the years is gleaned | 


from this Variery New Act review: 


(Feb. 12, 1912) 


NATE LEIPZIG 
Card Palming 

One 

Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


It might not be exactly 
fair to say that Nate Leipzig 
as a card palmer starts 
where the others leave off, 
but if this isn’t the fact, 
then there can be no argu- 
ment that as a palmer of 
cards Mr. Leipzig has no 
equal. It’s about four years 
since he appeared in New 
York city, having since made 
a trip around the world. 
Known as a palmer whose 
work around a table is so 
fine it was not thought he 
could put it over the foot- 
lights, Mr. Leipzig has ar- 
ranged a turn that, for pure 
interest, stands by itself 


He has an easy style of 
working, his tricks baffle de- 
scription as well as detec- 
tion, and the mystery of 
them leaves a puzzled au- 
dience. For an opening, Mr. 
Leipzig (who came before 
the Fifth Ave. house Monday 
evening unannounced, in the 
No. 2 position) has a little 
trick with red finger tips 
that got the crowd all over 
on his side before he dallied 
with the cards at all. His 
success was so certain, and 
the applause so genuinely 
hearty there is no doubt but 
that the management moved 
Mr. Leipzig further down 
the program for Tuesday 
and the remainder of the 
week. 


Any theatre could make a 
feature of this magician, for 
everyone understands cards, 
and Mr. Leipzig’s tricks en- 
ter under the heading of the 
myserious. He's a real clever 
variety act, and a clean, 
clever worker of the purest 


type. Sime. 


spot, the Milvale Nut House, here 9n 


the outskirts. of Pittsburgh. 
as a model of conduct for magicians | 


| Harry Rose Tees Off 


Chi Nitery’s Season 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 
Harry Rose comes into the Royale 
Frolics Thursday (19) to open the 
cafe’s new season. 
Also on the show will be Bea Kal- 
mus and the Duffins. 


Kemp Books Bands 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 17. 

T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of 
Southern Attractions, Inc., of Char- 
lotte, has set Dean Hudson and his 
Florida Clubmen, a fave orch in this 
section, for a series of Paramount 
theatre dates in the Carolinas dur- 
ing Nov. 

They include the Playhouse, 
Statesville, N. C.; State, Greenwood, 
S. C.; State, Anderson; Paramount, 
Concord, N. C.; Broadway. Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Carolina, Spartanburg, 
S. C.; Carolina, Greenville, S. C., and 
Plaza, Asheville, N. C. 

Kemp has also signed Russ Mor- 
gan’s band to four dates, beginning 
first week in Nov.: Paramount, Char- 
lottesville, Va.; Carolina, Greenville, 
S. C.; Carolina, Spartanburg, S. C.; 
and Palmetto, Columbia, S. C. 


SADIE JACOBS BACK 
Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Sadie Jacobs, formerly with the 
Jacobs-Perkins agency, has returned 
to action after several months’ ab- 
sence. 

Now associated in the agency busi- 
ness with Ez Keough. 


Unit Review 


Johnny Perkins Unit 
(PALACE, CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Oct. 14. 
Johnny Perkins, Masters & Rolle 
ins, Blucher Bros., Martin & Allen, 
Rita & Eddie Oehmann, Verne Wile 
cox, Billy Scott Orch; ‘Rio’ (U). 


Good family time unit that caa 
play anywhere but the top houses. 
As such it would be better at a 
lower-priced Loop theatre though 
there’s much entertainment in this 
unit, with the exception of a poor 
orchestra and the weak marionet 
turn. 

Billy Scott’s orchestra means lite 
tle to this show, being augmented 
here by the regular house orchestra, 
Marionet turn is that of the Blucher 
Bros., and with the possible excep- 
tion of a skeleton number, it has lit- 
tle to offer. 

Verne Wilcox turns in a neat acro- 
batic routine. Girl has flair and a 
solid manner of working. Rita Oeh- 
mann is a little hefty but has per- 
sonality and gets across in g00 
fashion with her singing and dancing. 
Partner Eddie Oehmann is around 
for a dance two-some. 

Masters and Rollins keep punching 
all the time with the roughhouse 
clowning, the gal going in for scare- 
crow face-making and the man 
standing out with his single dance 
specialty. Slow motion bit is some- 
what draggy but the eccentric stuff 
is fine. 

Martin and Allen are outstanding 
hand-to-hand acrobats. Make good 
ne and sell their work clev- 
erly. 

Perkins is supposed to headline 
this unit, but he’s kept down 10 
merely an announcing m.c. job here. 
Biz only so-so last show Friday 

Gold. 


_VWAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS | 
| 
— | 
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= 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Jimmy Durante, Russ Morgan orch, 
Patricia. Norman, Carolyn Clarke, 
Billy Blake, Lyda Sue; ‘What a Life’ 
(Par), reviewed in Variety Sept. 20. 


While Jimmy Durante dominates 
the stage interlude in a big way and 
Russ Morgan holds ’em solidly with 
his swell brand of dance idiom, the 
bill represents a choice sample of 
specialty blending. The result is 
crack, up-to-the-minute variety and 
happy customers. Also a runoff that 
js exceptionally smooth and fast. 

For the Schnoz it’s his first Broad- 
way appearance since he played 
Billy Rose’s Casa Manana two sea- 
sons ago. The stage show spans an 
hour, and 25 minutes of it are 
crammed with Durante at his top 
form. He’s equipped himself with a 
routine that allows for hardly any 
leiup on the midsections out front. 
If he isn’t laying ’em low with one 
of his screwy songs, he’s got ’em 
rolling from some interpolated gag 
or madwag piece of business with 
Russ Morgan or his own stooge at 
the drums. 

As usual, the Schnoz is abounding 
with action and energy. If he isn't 
prancing around the mike or assail- 
ing ushers for picketing him, he’s 
punishing the ivories, either in solo 
or in duet with Morgan, or making 
a shambles out of the place with 
such missiles as hats’ telephones, 
sheetmusic and lamps. Every piece 
of business with him has the illusion 
of spontaneity. Packing a wallop 
of its own is his catchline about 
everybody trying to get into his act, 
even if the object of his reproval 
happens to be standing as much as 
five feet away from him. 


The Morgan aggregation gets but 
three innings all to itself, but each 
concept of dance instrumentation 
rates as music of sound and rich de- 
sign. Morgan gives ’em a sizzling 
sample of swing in ‘Johnson Rag,’ 
but he stresses good orchestration 
and musicianship and not stuff of 
freakish fancy or performance. Prin- 
cipally because of this Morgan is as 
much of a commercial stalwart to- 
day as he ever was, if not more so. 


Of the specialists, Carolyn Clarke, 
vocalist with the Morgan band, has 
the leadoff assignment. Her looks, 
personal manner and singing style 
all ring the bell. She gets in her 
best licks with her interpretation of 
the dusted-off ‘Billy.’ Lida Sue, lithe 
of figure, takes over the next few 
minutes for an acrobatic softshoe 
routine that’s not only good to the 
last flipflop but exciting. Her ease 
at executing the butterfly is the 
highnote of the act. The girl’s sense 
of rhythm and acrobatic makes her 
a natural for any show of this type 
or a nitery floorshow. 

Billy Blake, a yoong man with a 
horn, proves that he’s endowed with 
both a pair of hotlips and a knack 
for mimicking such virtuosos of the 
trumpet as Henry Busse, Louis Arm- 
strong and Clyde McCoy to a ‘T.’ 
Blake collected generously at this 
catching. 

Patricia Norman, touted almost 
overnight into fame by a phonograph 
record version of ‘Old Man Mose,’ 
has an easy time of it in showing 
that if it’s fast rhythm that the song 
requires, her talents will leave noth- 
ing wanting. After working them 
up into a lather with her hard-hit- 
ting version of ‘El Rancho Grande,’ 
the little girl with a big voice re- 
turns to cut loose on the theme of 
‘Mose.’ Her sendoff is deafening. 

Odec. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 


Martha Raye, Senor Wences, Gra- 
cella Dancers (4), The Lazanders 
(4), Jack Williams, Lou Schrader’s 
House Orch (20); ‘Fast and Furious’ 
(M-G). 


The Martha Raye unit begins its 
tour here with a socko show with 
only one fault—its brevity. Sliced to 
about 46 minutes to allow six shows, 
the customers are left hungry for 
more. 

Miss Raye, now a blonde, is sing- 
ing, clowning and mugging all over 
the place to the delight of the stub- 
holder. One piece of biz in particu- 
Jar brought hysterical shrieks from 
the aud during show caught (Satur- 
day night), when she mimicked a 
moppet singing ‘Three Little Fishies’ 
whp at the same time was trying to 
suppress a call of nature. 

She opens her act dolled up ina 
soft pink ensemble, which she pro- 
ceeds to muss up as she goes into 
her usual gyrations around the mike. 

er first number is the whacky, ‘I 
Want the Waiter with the Water for 
My Daughter,’ which she sells with 
a couple of coon-shouting double- 
talking choruses. 

Then doffing her picttre hat, she 
puts on a babv’s bonnet and lisps the 
Three Little Fishies.’ Her third and 
last number is right in the Raye 
Rroove. It’s ‘I Can’t Dance’ with a 
few original lyrics thrown in. 

Applause that lasted for nearly 
five minutes failed to bring an en- 
core Saturday nicht. Instead, Miss 
Raye made a cute little ‘thenk you 
sneech’ with a few goes mixed in. 
An encore here would heln. 

Senor Wences and his clever ven- 
triloauial act is the top supporting. 
He delights and mystifies as he 


throws his voice into a closed box, 
a telephone, in back of a table, all 
the while juggling a plate on two 
sticks. In addition to dexterity, 
Wences has lots of funny gags to 
— his stint excellent entertain- 
ment. 


The Gracella Dancers,’ three 
brawny guys and a tiny girl, are a 
better-than-average adagio team. 


The gal is garbed in a tight-fitting 
leopard skin and gets tossed all over 
the stage. The Lazanders, also three 
men and a girl, are dead-panned 
Aussies who have a clever comedy 
tumbling act. 


Jack Williams is in the next-to- 
closing spot with a repertoire of 
dances ranging from a jitterbug to a 
clever version of the polka. The 
hoofer doubles as m.c. but appears 
ill-at-ease in this role. His voice 
fails to carry. 

Lou Schrader’s band does _ its 
usually good job of accompaniment. 

They were waiting in the lobby for 
seats Saturday night (14), Shal. 


ORIENTAL, CHI. 


Chicago, Oct. 14, 


Ina Ray Hutton orch, Will & 
Gladys Ahern, Allen, Stone & Al- 
len, William Weisman, Sweethearts 


Chorus, House Line, Verne Buck 
House orch; ‘Hotel for Women’ 
(20th) 


Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra, now 
composed of men, but formerly all 
girls, is evidently still box office. 
Miss Hutton is a natural seller, wear- 
ing gowns that have this audience in 
a trance and carrying a wallop in 
every movement, 


In addition to batoning, Miss Hut- 
ton warbles a few numbers and does 
a good job of ’em. For other vocal- 
izing, Bill Barton steps out from be- 
hind a saxophone for a couple of 
well-done tunes. 


Only two acts on the show other 
than the Hutton orchestra. Will and 
Gladys Ahern are back and score 
solidly. They are here again with 
their novelty rope work. Will Ahern 
gives ’em a Will Rogers routine, 
gagging while twisting the cord. The 
gal still gets over with her figure. 
Pair also do a ballroom dance within 
a spinning rope. For this crowd, 
good stuff. 


More dancing from Allen, Stone 
and Allen, two men and a girl. Hard- 
working trio are best with some 
challenge routines and a resume of 
many types of dancing. Poorest item 
is a routine based on how various 
women cross a puddle. Taller of the 
two men has an awkward way of 
holding his hands. 


William Weisman, kid _ vocalist, 
who won an amateur contest, has a 
good soprano. Verne Buck orchestra 
is in the pit for the first half, which 
includes Weisman and the Aherns. 
House line is on for two chorus num- 
bers with the Sweethearts scoring 
particularly with the initial acro- 
batic-gymnastics number. 


Biz strong at supper show Satur- 
day (14). Gold, 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 14. 
Four Collegians, Oxford Boys, Ma- 
rie Wilson & Bob Oakley, Harriet 
Hoctor, Sinclair Twins, Sue Ryan, 
Nelson’s Elephants; ‘Espionage Agent’ 
(WB). 


Although Marie Wilson, of films, 
is the weakest act, an Obvious dis- 
appointment to hefty-sized crowds 
she drew over the week-end, the 
Palace spots several show-saving 
vets around her so deftly that she 
can’t hurt this bill. 


Blond dumb-dora’s eye - holding 
chassis and oomphy wiggling in a 
nondescript dance pull her through 
better than her nitwit stuff. Most of 
the wheezes she throws back at the 
collar-adish Bob Oakley are too 
corny for even these corn-belt na- 
tives. Major liability is her partner, 
who repeatedly drops his lines and 
whose humor is as labored as his in- 
troduction for other acts. 

Slight letdown in audience after 
their walkoff is felt, but Harriet Hoc- 
tor, following, revitalizes the circus. 
It’s the best new dance act she’s un- 
corked here, and the contrast of her 
professional slickness to the Wilson 
gal is very apparent. Red-veiled bo- 
lero number has commanding vivid- 
ness. Eerie version of ‘Poe’s ‘Raven,’ 
with her toes gracefully fluttering 
like birds’ wings against mystic-blue 
setting, is a striking novelty that is 
right down the alley of this ballet- 
crazy town. The Sinclair Twins are 
okay in interlude struts. 

Sue Ryan has a freshness and 
adeptness at mimicry that registers 
with bullseye effect. Volatile cari- 
catures of a screeching opera diva, 
English warblers and torch-singers 
are scorchinglv comic. Good enough, 
in fact, to draw some of the loudest 
belly-laughs of this season. Four 
Collegians in opener are just satis- 
factory flip-floppers. Deucing, the 
Oxford Boys come off well in some 
takeoff harmonizing. A socko closer 
is thoroughly clinched by Nelson’s 
Elephants, a natural juve magnet for 
versatility and color. 

Extra-good biz. Pullen. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Lou Holtz, Sylvia Froos, Popikoff, 
Stump & Stumpy, Frances Faye, 
Keene Twins & Vic LaMarr, Ruoy 
Zwerling’s house orch; ‘The Star 
Maker’ (Par). 


The State needs an interpreter this 
week. Also some sapolio, There's a 
heavy play on Yiddish and a heavier 
play on dirt. It adds up as a none too 
palatable combination for the family- 
type screen fare, Bing Crosby’s ‘The 
Star Maker,’ although a funny 
enough show in many respects. 

Lou Holtz is this week’s marquee 
topper and when he’s not giving the 
audience a lesson in a foreign 
language, he’s unnecessarily dirty. 
Two of his gags, in fact, sound like 
fugitives from the burley Gaiety 
across the street. Also using Yiddish 
are Frances Faye, in next-to-closing, 
and Popikoff (Don Tannen), whose 
Russian bit is spotted early and 
briefly. Latter fact helps him con- 
siderably and he leaves ’em begging 
for more. 

Miss Faye, however, contributes a 
bangup piano jamming and singing 
session. She’s from and of the 52d 
street swing idiom, her jive being in 
the groove from start to finish. 
Opening night (Thursday) she es- 
pecially clicked with ‘Well Allright,’ 
a tune she co-authored. 

Spotting of Miss Faye on the same 
show as Sylvia Froos is a technical 
booking confliction. Fact that Miss 
Froos is a quieter vocalist than Miss 
Faye, albeit a blues singer, doesn’t 
mitigate the spotting of two singing 
femme singles in one layout. Miss 
Froos is on early, but she’s not for- 
gotten by the time Miss Faye ap- 
pears, and the latter naturally has 
something of a handicap to over- 
come. Miss Froos is maturing and to 
the benefit of her song delivery, 
dress and makeup. She also 
whammed over opening night and, 
like Miss Faye, stepped onto the pit 
platform for a comedy session with 
Holtz. 

The show’s brightest spot, how- 
ever, is the routine by Stump and 
Stumpy, a couple of colored young- 
sters who, if their present promise is 
developed, should make a strong bid 
for stage fame. For a change, here’s 
a couple of Negro entertainers who 
make dancing secondary and comedy 
their malnstay. They’re’ doing 
comedy takeoffs, also a new twist for 
colored performers, and doing them 
exceptionally well, the smaller boy’s 
Donald Duck song and his partner’s 
miming of Ted Lewis furnishing 
strong laughs. What hoofing they do 
is also somewhat along comedy lines 
and also plenty okay. Their real 
names are Ed Hartman and James 
Cross and perhaps the use of these 
tags would be better than Stump and 
Stumpy for the billing. Latter im- 
mediately brands them as Harlem- 
type entertainers and nullifies the 
surprise element. They can also use 
a stronger finish and an encore bit to 
satisfy audiences, such as the one 
here Thursday night that insisted on 
more. 

Holtz is m.c.ing the show and 
interspersing the acts with gags. He’s 
a swell builder-upper of talent and 
made the opening Keene Twins and 
Vie and LaMarr, mixed quartet of 
hoofing tumblers, look better than 
they are, but there is hardly any 
excuse for the indigo. Holtz is again 
carrying a cane on the stage but not 
using it as heretofore. 

Ruby Zwerling’s orch is spotted on 
the stage this week in the absence of 
an outside band. Per usual, the vet 
vaude maestro is proving that he can 
spot the ballroom crews two weeks 
of rehearsals and still top ’em in 
playing a variety show. 

Opening day fell on a_ holiday 


(Columbus Day) and the house 
played five shows. Biz was big that 
night. Scho. 


TOWER, K. C. 


; Kansas City, Oct. 14. 
Eddie Peabody, Texas Tommy, 
Dorothy Crooker, Bonger & An- 


drillita, Novaline Payne, Don Harris, 


Glamour Girls (house line), Jack 
Wendover’s house orch; ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles’ (20th). 


As indicated by the title, ‘Rodeo 


ting and atmosphere of the 
in keeping with the annual Ameri- 


ning currently. 
Line, in chaps, opens with a rope- 


twirling routine. Andrillita, South 
|American senorita, takes over to 
vocal in Spanish, featuring ‘El 


Rancho Grande’ and encoring with 
an audience participation number. 
Her partner, Bonger, joins to ring 
tunes out of a flock of gadgets, in- 
cluding a saw, bicycle pump, wash 
tub and toy balloon. Act is a curi- 
ous combination, with each going 
over despite the about face of ma- 
terial and tempo amid act. 

M. C. Don Harris spots himself 
here to solo ‘The Lamp Is Low’ and 
encores with ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe.’ 
Line goes into an acrobatic routine 
giving opportunity for a duo of short 
specialties as an introduction for 
Dorothy Crooker. She offers a 
dancing novelty, standing on her left 
foot the entire time and achieving 
several unusual effects. 

The diminutive equine, Baby Doll, 
is exhibited by Texas Tommy in a 
clever routine of stunts. Act is 


ndic |ultra arrangements. 
Revelries,’ this week’s show has set- 


range, | 


|can Royal livestock show also run- | 


snappy and hits the spot this week, 
particularly since all the attention of 
the territory is on horseflesh. House 
soloist, Novaline Payne, steps down 
from the bandstand to offer a spe- 
cial arrangement of ‘Oh You Crazy 
Moon’ for her regular round of ap- 
plause. 

Rest of the show is assigned to 
Eddie Peabody and he neatly wraps 
the show up with his banjo and fid- 
dle plucking. Herb Six, of the band, 
adds his piano accompaniment to the 
bit. Peabody does pop songs, classi- 
cal music, novelty violin and banjo 
work, and all register well. Glamour 
Girls, in riding habits, windup the 55 
minutes with a routine below their 
par. 

Show marks the return to the 
house’s regular policy of combining 
production with standard vaude acts, 
following last week’s interruption 
for Gene Austin and his unit. The 
selection of Peabody for a headliner 
adds to the show considerably. Quin. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 14. 
Betty Bruce, Edward Roecker, 
George Prentice, Lorraine & Rognan, 
16 Roxyettes; ‘On Your Toes’ (WB). 


There’s nothing for the marauee 
in this one, going by the handle of 
‘Sidewalk Cafe,’ but it is a bright, 
varied and compact little revue, re- 
gardless. Slashed to 35 minutes be- 
cause of length of feature, s' ow gives 
house line only one full number, 
although gals are cleverly used for 
all introductions and back up every 
specialty. Stage is extended out 
over pit, helping attain intimate at- 
mosphere, 

Bill opens with pit orch on side- 
stage under canopy, with bright blue 
sky drop around back and sides. 
Gals truck on in short red costumes 
and white lace aprons with bean- 
filled cocktail shakers, Eileen Ritter 
stepping out of line to start snappy 
rhythm hoofery with nice vocalizing 
of ‘Cocktails for Two.’ Six of gals 
do multiple introduction of Betty 
Bruce in sock blue pajamas, and 
gals remain on throughout her mod- 
ern Spanish ballet tap and rhythm 
tan, both done with snap and smooth 
spins that win smart hand. Trio of 
gals launch house’s ‘Find of the 
Month,’ and melt off as Edmund 
Roecker, blond baritone in tux, pol- 
ishes off ‘Rangers Song,’ ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘Over the Rainbow.’ Chap 
evidences no variety of interpreta- 
tion, but strong, clear voice wins 
good reception. 

Six gals in green playsuits and 
carrying hoops then prance out. 
George Prentice works behind cur- 
tain, following conventional punch- 
and-judy business with boxing 
match, a playful cat, a skunk, a 
monkey, and finishing with the usual 
crocodile. Terrific walloping of 
everything involved has audience 
roaring and he gets extra bow. 

Gals present Lorraine and Rognan 
as ‘prior to opening in a new Broad- 
way musical.’ Starting with the 
live-dog-as-fur-neckpiece gag, pair 
go into patter. Man takes it for so- 
so tan solo to cover gal’s costume 
change and the line sets mood for 
‘serious’ ballroom routine which de- 
velops into a riot when dame falls 
on face and partner plunges over 
her and half way up center aisle. 
Line does a few bars with fans and 
Lorraine and Rognan return tv close 
curtains with nut lift. 

Biz fair. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 17. 
George Beatty, Lee Sims & llomay 
Bailey, Five Jewels, Allen & Kent 
(4), Phil Lampkin’s House Orch 
(14); ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ (RKO). 


With Phil Lampkin held over to 


Craig. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Joe Jackson, Pat Rooney, Jimmy 
Shields, Ted Lester, Gae Foster 
Girls, Paul Ash’s house orch; ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th), reviewed 
in Variety Oct, 11. 


Real oldtime vaudeville flavor is 
imparted to what otherwise is a rou- 
tine picture house unit, by the pres- 
ence here this week of Joe Jackson 
and Pat Rooney. Both can go back 
many a year and this probably isn’t 
the first show they’ve played to- 
gether. The years have not dulled 
the ability of either to entertain 
with a punch, the kind that helped 
make bigtime vaudeville. 

Rooney of recent years has been 
working with Pat, Jr., but he’s here 
as a single. Jackson always worked 
alone with his bike and his tramp 
clothes. That’s all he has ever need- 
ed. The art of pantomime is some- 
thing of which Jackson is a superla- 
tive master. He can get more out of 
his tramp-like movements or a 
glance, his difficulties with a break- 
away bicycle or his baggy clothes, 
than the average audience requires 
to realize plenty of laughs. Jack- 
son’s cute little novelty dance is also 
a gem. 

Rooney is up ahead. Backed by 
some of the Gae Foster girls, sitting 
in rocking chairs, he opens with a 
slick imitation of Joe Frisco. ‘Daugh- 
ter of Rosie O’Grady’ number fol- 
lows, topped by unbilled 12 men who 
do the same dance, then 12 of the 
Foster girls. Rooney returns to fin- 
ish out his routine with a soft-shoe 
ene in which he gets slightly 

ot. 
It is fitting that the motif of the 
show is that of yesteryear with 
Rooney and Jackson on the bill. In 
consequence, six of the Fosters open 
as daughters of the Florodora sex- 
tet, singing a special to the tune of 
the noted number. Combined male 
and female line tops in a tap dance 
to old tunes and farther on Jimmy 
Shields does a medley of songs the 
folks used to know. On the Enna 
Jettick program on NBC, Shields has 
a clear, robust voice and good selling 
ability. 

Ted Lester is the fourth act on 
the show with his flock of instru- 
ments. <A _ novelty turn that gets 
across all right. The close is rather 
effective, with a wagon, hooked to 
horses on a treadmill, that’s laden 
with people in the show as a capper 
for appropriate oldtime singing. 

Business Friday evening (13) was 
near Capacity at first show. Char. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 13. 
George Hall Orch (14), Henry 
Armetta, Dolly Dawn, The Georgians 
(4), Dick, Don & Dinah, Max Ad- 
kins House Orch (16); ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ (UA), 


Spotty show, and probably it's 
Henry Armetta who makes it that, 
simply because expectations are so 
high and letdown so great. One of 
films’ leading character comedians, 
Armetta isn’t being kind to his Holly- 
wood rep with such poor material. 
It’s thoroughly bad and doesn’t give 
him a single opportunity to exhibit 
the stuff that’s made him what he is 
today. 

That’s not the worst of it either. 
Act’s practically the same as the one 
he brought to the WB de luxer two 
years ago. It was weak then and it’s 
weaker now. Working with an un- 
billed femme, sketch’s supposed to 
find the comic and his ex-wife on the 
street following his return from a 
six-year absence in Hollywood, 
There are only a few chuckles in the 


guest-conduct the augmented house | 


orch, current show opens with an 


orchestral arrangement of ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ performed spiritedly to good 
returns. Sets matters for flashy 


opening by the Five Jewels, standard 
club-swinging femmes who handle 
tennis rackets and illuminated clubs 
in swift, skillful style. Provide a 
speedy and colorful getaway. 


Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, in 


| shoulder 


| 


the deuce, ring the bell with their | 


voice and appearance, 
whacks out ‘Moon Love,’ ‘The Sleigh,’ 
a medley of Kern tunes and a highly 
intricate arrangement of Ravel’s 
‘Bolero.’ Sims, at the piano, is a 
whale of support with skillful ac- 
companiment. They e-:rn a begoff. 

George Beatty gags effectively and 
gives comedy vocal impression of 
legit radio singer being interrupted 
by commercials. Scores best with 
drunken sailor bit, util’zing excellent 
panto for good returns. Has sense 
of timing and gets the maximum out 
of his material. Closing vocal of his 
romance with a tatooed lady is a 
laugh and a bit on the borderline, 
but a hand-getter here. 

Closing niche is wisely allotted to 
Allen and Kent, hoofing act with 
plenty of appeal and punch. After 
opening tango tap by youthful boy 
and girl, elderly femme steps out 
in an oldtime buck to big response. 
Pace is held in solid style by elderly 
gent who follows with some buck 
and wing, after which the foursome 
hoof away, breaking into some jit- 
terbug stuff that provides a smart, 
snappy close, 


Fair biz. Burm. 


Of excellent | 
Miss Bailey | 


| nice 


writing. 

The Armetta gestures, his head- 
hitting, his droopy, gesticulating 
and his expressions of 


| alarm, glee and despair, alone hold it 
| together. 


And even they lack the 
usual kick through the listlessness of 
what the two of them are saying. He 
partially redeems himself with a 
curtain speech that seems 
sincere and is to the point. 

George Hall’s band is onstage at 
the curtain and gets going midway 
in the show after a slow start. Hell's 
hardly the average idea of a swing 
maestro, but once his lads begin to 
loosen uv under his baton, that’s of 
small conseauence. One thing he 


| does that seems foolish is bringing 


different instrumental setuns down 
off the stand up to the mike for as 
little as a bar or two. That’s all rivht 
in a broadcasting studio, but it’s silly 
on the stage. 

Setup of four saxes, two trom-,. 
bones. three trumpets, drums, guitar, 
bass fiddle and piano is neatly 
balanced and arrangements for the 
most part have a snan that slips 
easily about the ears. After the oven- 
ing medley of ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
and ‘Man and His Dreams,’ both too 


'slow for an opener, Dick, Don and 


Dinah march on and practically wrap 
up the show with their comedy, 
dancing and acrobatics. It’s a sock 
turn and the kids have acauired a 
lot of smart showmanship since their 
last time around. Virtually had toe 
be off here this afternoon. 

Hall comes back and reallv gets 
into it with his version of Count 
Basie’s ‘Ore O’Clock Jumn’ and 
keeps coing at top speed with Intro- 

(Continuea on page 48) 
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Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


VAR 


IETY 


47 


Lona Barclay 
Betsy Bain 
Open Door 

J.eonard Cooke 
Bloke & Poke 
Ethel Mader 

Hilly Beck 
cosmo & Anita 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Niel & Delmar 
Paul Lynch 
Peacock Gardens 
Herman O 


Byivan 
Ann Reed 
Palumbo's 


Bonnie Stewart 
ehas Joy 
Valentine 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
Helen Stewart 


rent & Ray 
@atuarine Joy 
Geo Kaye 


Purple Derby 
Jon Mevowan 
Pilly Burns 
Margie Mealy 
Daniare & lee 
Beity Weeks 
Carita 
Margie Mealey 
Fully Hughes 
Billy Fitzgerald 
Rainbow Terrace 

(Stratford, Pa.) 
J.eo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 

Ked Lion Inn 
Al Streit Ore 
Wayne Barrie 
Jrma Lynne 
Jxitty Smith 
Frank Dumont 
Frank Caney 

Sansom House 


Richard Bach 
dow Dougherty 
Al Kilbride 
dack Ross 
Budd; Nugent 
Kendezvous 


(Hotel Senator) 
lim Gaillard 

Simpson 
Beal 
Blin Gaillard 

Stamp's Cafe 

Bobby Evans 
Bert Lemish 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Grace O'Hara 
4 Golden Gate Gls 
Aimee Organ 
dack & Johuny 


Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletie Club 
Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Oreo 
Blataza Palm Gaiden 
Eddie South Orc 
Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 
Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobson Ore 
Magiley Gls 
Jorbnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Eileen Sis 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zang & Todd 
Andre & Delphine 
Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 
Ore 
Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Ellen Kaye 
Lamars 
Cleo & Ruth 
Bally Joyce 
Club Milwavkean 
@ito Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 

Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornles Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & 
Jack Fave 
Marty Hoft 
Devines Eagles 
Stephen Swedish O 
Bob tiarrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Rick & Snyder 
Mamle's Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Jack Denny Ore 


Karl Ratsch’s 
Willie Keller Ore 
Inna Brahn 

Lakota's 
Bobby Stuart 
Jullianne Desmond 

illy Lamont 
Blue Room 3 
Mildred Seelby 

ernice Barns 
Marie Kecky 

Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Orc 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 


‘ 


| Jack 


| Billie Lamont 


| 
Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or | 
Alice Lucey 
bigagano & Fra’cine 
Keller Sis 
4 World's Fair Gls 
Tudell & Jean 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 
Venice Grille 
3 Blossoms 
Tanya Garth 
Norma Page 
Dotty Page 
(eo Marchettl Ore 
Joe Reilly 
Seott Hancock 
Phyllis LaRue 
Viking Cafe 
O'Connor 2 
Kurt St Claire 
Dick Thomas, M 
Marty Burke Ore 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Margie Smith 
Morrone & Galls 
Wazron Wheel 
Toe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 
Warwick Hotel 
Ray Benson Ore 
Wanda Shiner 
Steve Mathews 
Michael Sharmella 
Edw Safranski 
Harry Bigler 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
6 Blue Devils 
Klaine Gibson 
Aida Alvarez 
Pattie 
Matinette 
Jack Moss 
Golden 
Elsie Hart 
Ted & Julia 
Raths'’r Eldoradians 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough, MC 
& Guardsmen 
Marion 
2 Harmontacs 
Armand Delmar 
Cray & Harlowe 
Ada Keynolds 
Geo BRakay Ore 
Musical Martinis 
Yacht Club 
Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helmling Ore 


Lindy’s 
Sylv'ter Stambaugh 
Eddie Lupon 
Frances Parker 
Log Cabin 
Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
Helen Everett 
6 Lrucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
Ray Martell 
Perry Geary 
Gene Emera!d 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 


Car) 


Bobbie Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
tay Van Day 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Ore 
Kenny Kay 


Little Ray 
Vlankinton House 
(Red Room) 

Marlow Sis 
Piantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Piantation 6 
Rrown & Lyons 


ilfunky Brown 
Huddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 
Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 18 
La Nore Sis 
Hielen Shower 
Evelyn 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 

Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
tusiy Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Ile.en Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 

Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O’Bien 

306 Club 
Bobby Maynard Or 
Cab Horvath 
Teddy Capp 

Schwartz 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
ted Ravin Ore 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 

Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Orc 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
& Jill 
Strand Annex 
S'meon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Klburta Johnson 


Sunset Club 


Eddie Apple Ore 


Tie Tep Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ore 

Ken Leslie 

Chet Boswell 

Thelma Ward 

Burt Nolan 

Ina Scott 

Val Davis 

Harriet Cross 

Town and Country 
Club 

Benny Skorch Ore 

Larry Powell 

lrene Burke 

llelen Savage 

Joan Rogers 

Rags Gallagher 

Joan Harris 

Jack Farrell 

Eve Evon 

Ray Wencll 

Gail Parker 


| Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Crandell Orc 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Griff Williams Ore 
M Merrymaker Ure 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine HKeguette 
Lee Leighton 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casine) 
Joe Rines Ore 
Harris & Pierce 
Patricia Donnelly 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Ore 
Bowery 


Harriet Rollo 
Morrison & Rogers 
Craters 


Kay Carrol) 
Amos Jacots 
Charley Carlisle 
Lenora’s Debs (8) 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Ore 


Blue Lantern 
Chuck Mim’ger's Or 
Glamour Gis (6) 
Dick Bauer 
Temple & Marie 
Kay Carroll 
Gale Reynolds 
Commodore 
Paul Rosini 
Floradoras (6) 
Virginia Gibson 
Lee Bartell 
Hark Thomas Ore 


Club 


Corktown Tavern 
Dick Havilland 
Rene & Michael 
Aileen Marlow 
Starr & Maxine 
eddie Bratton Ore 


Frontenac 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Brooks 2 
Danny Brown 

Club Lide 
Cliff Winehill 
Zonette Sis 
Doraine & 
Texas Rockets 
Raiph Fisher Ore 
Main Street Club 
Frank Sidney Ore 

Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Northwood Ino 
Frankie Connors 
Ben Young 
Lna Cooper 


Lischeron & Adams 
Jack Campbell Ore 


Oasis 


Leonard Seel Ore 
Revue 

Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Mitchell & Rayburn 
Enos 
Monunie Drake 
Kea Moore 
Denverettes (6) 
Don Lablo Ore 
Plantation 
Joy 
McKinney Ore 
Steele 
Derby Wilson 
Kitty Murray 
Dorothy Derrick 
Pian'tion Belles (6) 

Powatan 

Sammy Dibert Ore 
Velvatones (3) 
June Parish 
Adelie Parish 


Muay 
Win 
Larry 


Hioward Birooks 
Redford Inn 
Don Miller 


Vocalians 
Club Royale 


Danny Demetre Ore 
Johnny Howard 


White Guards (8) 
Royal Steppers (8) 
Julie Annan 


Burns & White 
Rovalettes (8) 
Helen Holmes 
Saks 
Ralph Lewis 
Youman Bros 
Armand & Juliana 
Shirley Handler 
Cocktail Girls (6) 
Coyle Mckay Ore 
San Diego 
Philip & Yvonne 
Earl Beaudrie 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ore 

Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Bill Green's 
Lang Thompson Or 
Foo Martin 
Wendy Bishop 
Chuck Eaton 
Pete Foster 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Cre 
Neil Buckley 
Fio Parker 
Kernie Lambert 
Tubby Rives 

Cork and Bottle 
Baron Dulany 
Jimmy Rice 
Entertainers Club 
Danny Mason Ure 

El Congo 
King Bass Orc 
Connie Simnme 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Ibuddy Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Barer Ore 
Jo Succop 
Carol Crane 
4 De Bonaires 
Nancy Nacy 

Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 

Hotel Schenley 


Howdy Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
Joe Bilotto 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Eddy Brandt Ore 
Rhythm Boys 
(Continental Bar) 
Filly Catizone 
Harry Martin 


Johnny Frits 
Al DiLernia 
New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Pat 
Mason & Lynne 
llelen Ward 
Buddy Gibson 
Joe Morracco 
Bob Liotke 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
B & M Gates 
Barbarina 
6 Cocktails 
Angelo Palma 
Johnny Duffy 
Nut House 
6 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woory 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 
Buchanan 
Nossokoff 
Old Shay Gardens 
Etzl Covato Ore 
Dell Sis 
Ellen Varga 
Betty Nylander 
Mildred Kennedy 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Orc 
Dewey Moon 
Carol Gould 
Drayton 
Adele St Clair 
Riviera 
Joey Sims Ore 
Ernest Neff 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Ray Styles 
Loretta Lee 
Virginia Lee 
Doris Belmar 
Hartzell & Benson 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 


Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
illows 
Al Fremont Ore 
Leola Frazier 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
3 Eltons 
Bernh'dt & Kretlaw 
Ann Mare 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 


Hy Barron Ore 
Norman Priest 


Kay Carroll 
Marilyn Foster 
Thelma Todd 


Parker & Allen 
Mayerettes (4) 

Airway Club 
Troy Sir 
Judy Biack 


ger Ore 


Cedar Country Cluv 
Sherdina Walker 90 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 

Lillian Young 
fgueen of Zulu 
George Gould 
Waiter Green 
Mitzi Mitcheil 
Wilton Crawley 
Sherman Dudley 
Chateau 
Sammy Berk Ore 
3 Play Boys 
Eddie Mills 
Joe Rollo 
Bob Starr 
(sloria Shane 
1/3 Smart Gls 


College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 

Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Harvey Bell 
Mei-Lun 
Eddie Karnes 
Pearl Magley Line 

Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti! Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Dunes Kovs 
Jules de Vorzon 
Jack Webb 

Hation’s Club 
Fred Heikell 
Robbie Collins 
Ruth Parker 
Carmen Jameson 

Hotel Allerton 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 

Hlotel Cleveland 


Everett Hoagland 
Wait Bergen ore 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 


Gayle Gaylord 
Jean Lysle 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
California Varsity 8 
Callahan Sis 
Romany Three 
Giovanni 

Jack & Fadie’s 
Kay Stevens 
Lou Henry 
Freda MacRonald 
Henry Rubertino 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco's Cafe 
Willard Pott's Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 

Ohio Villa 

Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 

Sianley Club 
George Winter Ore 
Jackie Mave 
Jack Elliott 
Mitzi Walker 
l’atsy Day 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 


Anglesey | 
Eddie LaRue B (6) 
Arlene Giage 
LaVoe & De Anne | 


Bowery 
Bowery Sharpe Or 
Ted Brown 
Edith WKaye 


Coliseum 


|} Betty 


|} Anthony, 


Magic Bar 
Pa Trester's Ore 
leMar 
Marigold 
Hurst's Ore 
Al Manke’s Orc 
Minnesota Terrace 


Bob Zurke Ore 
Allen & H 


(‘ec 


|; Ruth Petty 


Duke Ellingten Or | 
Jack Kane Ure 
Commodore | 
Ken Davenport Ore | 
A. Murray 
‘Drunkard’ 
Coronado 
Ba 


Dancers | 


Dick Treso (6) 
Curly's 
Oscar Bellman Orc 

Jimmy Hegg 
Susan Lane 
Pearson Bros 
Curtis 
Dick Long Ore (8) 
Happy Hour | 
Gordie Bowen Ore | 
Madelyn Joyce | 


Lounge Pierre 


Sev Olsen Ore 


| A Murray 


| Tom 


| 

Maxine Demars | 


} Dick 
| Blanche 


Claire Martin 

Dancers 

Monte Cuthbert 
President 

Al Wehte Ore 

Allen 


Sheldon Gray 


Bennett 
Crawford 

Sloppy Joe's 
Red Maddock Ore 
Dave DeVore 

Terrace Cafe 
Barrie Ore 
LaBow 
Addie Metcalfe 
Stuart & Lee 
Town & Country C 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
Dave Ackerman 
Craig Buie 

Zephyr 
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SAG Eyes NBC 


Continued from page 23 


is repeated with exactly the same 


cast, he explained, 
Gordon’s and Hut 
ance before the Eq 


chinson’s appear- 
uity council yes- 


terday (Tuesday) was to seek ease- 


ment of the union’ 
televising of legit 


s rules regarding 
shows. Gordon 


recently sought to televise his forth- 


coming musical, ‘Very Warm for 
May,’ but dropped the idea when 
Equity ruled that the cast would 


have to be paid the 


regular film rate 


—that is, a week’s pay for each day’s 


work. After heari 
Hutchinson's 
council agreed to 
consideration until 
Gordon will 


views yesterday, 


return 


ng Gordon’s and 
the 
postpone further 
next week, when 
with concrete 


suggestions for what he deems fair 

wage scales for legit-visio shows. 
Although the appearance of Gor- 

don and Hutchinson was viewed in 


some quarters as 


recognition of | 


Equity’s jurisdiction over television, 


Four A's Officials 


late yesterday 


afternoon refused to be drawn intoa 


controversy 


on the 


subject. They 


pointed out, however, that the entire 
problem of visio representation is in 


the hands of a special Four A’s com- | 


mittee appointed to 


study it. In any 


case, it was explained, jurisdictional 


questions must be d 


ecided by the in- 


ternational Four A’s board. 


Friedman Suing Harry 
Stockwell for $3,500 


Supreme court 


Justice 


Lloyd | 


Church in N. Y. Monday (16) denied 


an application by Harry Stockwell 
to preclude Leon A. Friedman from 
giving eviuence at the trial of his 


$3.500 action against the actor- 
singer, 

Friedman claims to have secured 
Stockwell’s contract with Metro, 


through Al Altman, for which the 


singer received $35,000, from April} 


1936. Friedman is 
of Stockwell’s earn- 


1, 1935-Oct. 1, 
suing for 10% 


ings. j 


Football 


Army—Yale 
These two are very well matched, 
but the Cadets have more experience 
and are slightly better balanced. 
They’ll out-pass Yale to win. 


Princeton—Columbia 
The Columbia Lion is vulnerable 
to an aerial attack. They have none 
of their own, and Mr. Allerdyce of 
Princeton, will fill the air with 
enough pigskin to grab the verdict. 
Holy Cross—Brown 
Brown doesn't have a breakaway 
back and their power plays will be 
helpless against the big Crusader 
line. Holy Cross the winnah on de- 
fense and aerial game. 
Penn State—Cornell 
Do not underrate Penn 


State. | 
T .y’ve got it, but their material is | 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN Sports Commentator) 


| Baylor—Nebraska 

Nebraska’s the favorite because of 

their defeat of Minnesota. Baylor 
, will take to the air lanes and hand 
th. Cornhuskers their first setback. 

Texas A&M—T.C.U, 

Bitter rivals, with the Aggies rated 
on top because of sound blocking 
and scoring ibility. A toughie, but 
it’s Texas A & M. 

Marquette—S.M.U. 


S.M.U. played Notre Dame to a 
| standstill, but got a tough break in 
_losing by one point. They've got a 
' ball club down there and Marquette 
' doesn’t have the wherewithal to stop 
ther. 
Washington State—California 

The stuff is here and it’s mellow. 


| 


Probable Football Winners 
| And Proper Odds 


(October 21) 


By DICK FISHELL 


GAMES WINNER ODDS 
Penn State—Cornell ............. 
Carnegie Tech—NYU ...........-. Carnegie 
Ohio State—Minnesota ..........Minnesota ...................-Even 
North Carolina—Tulane ....... 
Wiscensin—Northwestern ........Northwestern 2-1 
Alabama—Tennessee ..........-- 
Auburn—Manhattan ............. 
Baylor—Nebraska ............. 
Washington State—California ....California 12-5 


Oregon State—Washington .......Oregon State 75 
Sante Clara—-Gt, Mary's... St. 


green, Cornell, with better blocking 
and more finesse, on top. 
Penn—Harvard 

Although the favorite, 
untried, hence a question mark. 
| Penn’s undefeated, but not impres- 
|sive in winning. However, enough 
to beat John Harvard. 

Carnegie Tech—NYU 

The boys from the siiewalks of 
|New York are doing remarkably 
| well, but Tech has a powerhouse of 
| selected material. Carnegie by two 
| scores. 


Notre Dame—Navy 
The Sailors played Dartmouth off 
| their feet, but lack the scoring punch. 
| The high-scoring Irish will dominate 
this affair, but it’s close. 
Pitt—Duquesne 
This is the smoky, inter-city battle 
with both clubs putting out. Du- 
quesne’s got too many sophomores 
to threaten the veteran Pitt squad. 
| The Panthers eke it out. 
Ohio State—Minnesota 
Ohio State Buckeyes are riding the 
crest, while the Gophers have gone 
down once. The tide turns and Min- 
hand Ohio 


'nesota gets rolling to 
| State its first licking. 
North Carolina—Tulane 

North Carolina air-minded, 
while Tulane can really pour it 
through the tackles. Tulane’s power 
should get the decision here. 

Wisconsin—Northwestern 

Wisconsin’s a good club, but 
Northwestern’s better than appeared 
te date. Long overdue, so this is the 
week for a Northwestern victory. 

Alabama—Tennessee 

The championship of the south, 
and possibly the nation, may be de- 
cided here. ’Bama is a big defensive 
club, while Tennessee loves t: chalk 
up tallies. George “afago leads the 
way as Tennessee is on the long end. 

Auburn—Manhattan 

Manhattan's improving, while Au- 
burn has always been good. They 
have too much natural talent to be 
stopped y the Kelly Greens of Man- 
hattan. 


Indiana—Illinois 
Illinois is the weak sister of the 
Big Ten, while Indiana’s hipper-dip- 
per will get enough touchdowns to 
breeze home. 


| Tonight’s the night and California 


| 


finally gets into the win column, 


Michigan State—Purdue 
The Boilermakers have too much 
power for the Staters, who seem to 
be having an Off-year. 


Oregon State—Washington 
The Huskies, touted as one of the 


| strong teams early in the season in 


| this year and the Gaels have 


the west, haven’t fulfilled expecta- 
tions, State seems to have the edge, 


Santa Clara—St. Mary’s 
Santa Clara considerably weaker 
im- 


‘proved. The latter, in a fairly close 


game, 


Legit Upbeat 


Continued from page 1H) 


original report was over-estimated, 
and her business in the capital was 


| true to form also, 


| night. 


Big Advance Sales 

On the basis of advance sales for 
two of this week’s incomers, EBroad- 
way’s soaring grosses will have ad- 
ditional fancy figures by Saturday 
The pre-performance demand 
for ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck, is 
almost unprecedented. Show opened 
last night «Tuesday), but before the 


| curtain rose there was $60,000 in the 


boxoffice, inclusive of the premiere, 


| Of that total, about $23,000 is in sell- 
|}outs to organizations that arranged 


theatre parties, 

‘Dinner,’ which bowed into the 
Music Box Monday (16), is other ar- 
rival that registered a heavy advance 
sale, with the demand at the agen- 
cies strong for both. ‘Too Many 


| Girls,’ which comes to the Imperial 


|tonight (Wed.) sold out the pre- 
miere well in advance. ‘Skylark,’ 
which arrived at the Morosco last 


week, is indicated to b another sure 
thing. 

| Reports were circulated that Miss 
Hayes’ show was something less than 
favorable to the star, but the con- 
tinued fine business speaks for itself, 
and the number of curtains accorded 
her during the tryout dates also dis- 
counts the rumors, which appear to 
be confined to professional circles 
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48 VARIETY 


VARIETY H 


Their banter is plenty funny 
and they sell it expertiy. For a fin- 
ish the Wynn dancers have a football 
that is swift and 
timely. They're in shorts and sweat- 


=e 
STANLEY, PITT 
dance routine 
(Continued from page 45) 
duction of Dolly Dawn. She’s a 


bouncing package of vocal dynamite 


and slaps across ‘Begin the Beguine’; night (14) show caught. 


and ‘St. Louis Blues’ with plenty of | 
zip to score big, and comes right | 
back at ’em with the swingeroo ‘Jim | 
Jam Jump’ and a hot-lipped ‘Donkey | 
Serenade. Miss Dawn is a solid 
click and one of Hall's heftiest assets. 

Afier her exit, The Georgians, 
band’s jam outfit of drums, guitar, | 
bass and piano, have their inning and | 
shoot it out hot and heavy, having 
the kids stamping in the aisles. It’s 
a swell combo. with emphasis on the 
guitarist, who’s a whiz. Armetta fol- 
lows them and Hall winds up the 
proceedings with a sizzling exit. 
Max Adkins’ house crew is in the 
pit and comes through with a light- 
weight overture. 

House jammed at opening. Cohen. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 13. 


A. B. Marcus Revue with Leon 
Miller, Harold Boyd & Jigsaws, Ben 
McAiee, Rio Bros., Hotcha San, 
Janada, Roberta Jonay, Eight Swing 
Caps; ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th). 


About as regular as Indian sum- 
mer, the A. B. Marcus show comes 
to town to play this house, and as 
usual, the show makes up for what 
it lacks in talent by a large cast and 
lavish stage settings. Production 
numbers are the piece de resistance 
of the bill, opening with a Black and 
White routine, followed with a girl 
parade worked into the melody of 
‘Too Marvelous for Words,’ a Chinese 
Temple scene, Bird Cage set and 
closing with a parade of girls in 
feathers. 

Marcus got into town with 66 rail- 
road ticket stubs. At least 62 of 
these people are present on the stage 
at one time or another. Spotted 
among the production numbers are 
Ben McAtee, who m.c.s and gags 
with members of the cast. Leon Mil- 
ler does a routine showing six dif- 
ferent one time popular dances, and 
he milks plenty for his applause. 
Harold Boyd and jigsaws do a com- 
edy bit near closing, consisting of 
knockabout antics which win a good 
hand. Also in the knockabout de- 
partment are the Rio Bros., with 
their funniest bit being a burlesked | 
play. Hotcha San does an acrobatic | 
dance in a silver paint, displaying | 
nice form. 

Janada is a new addition to the 
show, working in the Bird Cage pro- 
daction number with a nice contor- 
tion exhibition. Roberta Jonay gives 
an interpretative dance attired as a 
peacock. She's introduced as Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s protegee. She’s grace- 
ful and is liked by the customers. 
Marcus keeps his show moving, with 
costumes and settings, plus nice 
lighting, having plenty of eye ap- 
peal. 

Biz good at third show Friday (3), 
with both floors filled. Kiley. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. | 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14. | 

Jack Malerich Orch (18), Joe 
Griffin, Jack Hilliard, Patricia Wynn | 
Dancers (12), Jerry Coe & Maari | 


Ann, Moran & Wiser, Bob Hopkins,; Pathe does 


Pat Rooney, Jr., & Herman Timberg, 
Jr.; ‘Sabotage’ (Rep). 


This is a well diversified, pleasing | 


show. It has Pat Rooney, Jr., and 
Herman Timberg, Jr.. headlining 
with the utmost proficiency. As 


usual, the standard house units, the 
18-piece orchestra, maestro Jack 
Malerich also doubling at the organ, 
m.c. Jack Hilliard and the 12 Wynn 
dancing gals, contribute a full share 


to audience enjoyment. The otier 
three acts, too, pass muster. | 
With Malerich conducting skill- 


fully, the musicians on the elevated 
platform are heard to fine advantare 
in a medley that calls for first-rate 
soloing by the trumpeier and the 
first violinist, winding uv with tenor 
Joe Griifin putting plenty into ‘Song 
of the Vagabond.’ Special lighting 
effects enhance Malerich’s organ 
rendition of ‘Dance of the Hours.’ 

The Wynn girls are neat-looking in 
white male full dress as thev strut 
their dance stuff with canes. Hilliard, 
who neatly introes the acts, wins big 
applause for his vocalizing of ‘Over 
the Rainbow, 

Jerry Coe performs on the ac- 
cordion and tambourine, dancing as 
he plays. He and his partner, Maari 
Ann, also score with some fast swing 
stepping together. The act lands all 
the way. 
and cilub-juggling of Moran and 
Wiser apparently hasn’t lost any of 


its audience appeal, and the veis go! 


to town for the entire distance, cop- 

ping a full measure of laughs. 
Moderately cuthentic impressions 

of Bing Crosby, Bob Burns, Joe E. 


Brown. Ned Sparks, Peter Lorre, 
Charlie Butierworth, Charlie 
Carthy, Edgar Bergen and Johnny 


_ Davis are offered by Bob Hopkins. 


whose material is fair. Applause re- 


turns are especially heavy for the 

Crosby and Lorree impersonations. 
The Rooney and Timberg clowning 

aud dancing 


attain smash propor- 


The familiar hat-hurling | 


'ers and wearing football helmets. 
| Business big at the first Saturday 


Rees. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

Some inkling of the terrific war- 
fare on Europe's western front is 
graphically presented here. Footage 
has been expertly put together, mak- 
ing for one of best programs the 
Embassy has had in some time. 
Paramount, Movietone, Universal | 
and Pathe handle the European situ- 
ation, with bulk of screen time al- 
lotted to the first three. It’s further 
enhanced by March of Time’s superb 
‘Battle Fleets of England.’ 

Leadoff position goes to Fox, with 
Paramount following closes behind, 
latter standing out better because of 
smart editing. Universal, Par and 
Movietone show big guns of the 
French artillery, troops moving to 
posts on the western front, the mili- 
tarv leaders, speeding of heavy guns 
to the front lines, trench digging, 
ete. Movietone shows Hitler with his 
troops after the conquering of Po- 
land, one shot depicting the Nazi 


| leader being virtually surrounded by 


troops seeking photographs. 
a round of hisses here. 

After explaining that all European 
pictures, no matter the source, are 
censored, but that comment is based 
solely on reports from American 
sources, Par shows the British forces 
moving to the French-German line, 
speeding of men and equipment to 
the front and an unusual shot of 
French troopers examining a ‘cap- 
tured’ building, presumably on Ger- 
man territory. Reel devotes more 
footage than others to terrific bom- 
bardment by French heavy guns and 
trench digging. 

Universal depicts the British array 
of planes and aviators, a shot of Eng- 
land’s King and U. S. Ambassador 
Biddle in France. Pathe shows 
wrecked planes behind the lines in 
France. Reels also has a picture of 
King Carol attending the funeral of 
the Rumanian premier, assassinated 
recently by Rumanian Iron Guards. 
Universal offers the installation of | 
the new Polish government in Paris, | 
while Par has the Pulaski memorial | 
meeting in N. Y. Same newsreel de- 
picts the safe return of the Iroquois 


It gets 


to American shores. Narration on | 
latter is drab. 
News of Day presents excellent 


scenes of U. S. military defenses of 
the Canal Zone. Conference of 21 
North and South American republics 
is caught by Par. Cardinal Munde- 
lein’s funeral is given excellent han- 


dling by Fox. Peace boosters taking | iS 
the skies to drop pamphlets gets nice | Both 


treatment by Par. Lew Lehr appears 
twice, once dissertating on lions and 
then on geese, with former good for 
biggest chuckles. Rodeo show in 
Madison Square Garden is well cap- 
tured by Movietone. 

Sports fill out most of remaining 
menu, with football in limelight. 
Universal’s coverage of Fordham- 
Alabama naturally leads off in a N.Y. 
house. U’s wideawake lens grinding 


/on the Notre Dame-Georgia Tech 


contest tops it, though, the alert 
;cameraman capturing peculiar 


fumble by the Irish which was re- 
covered and converted into a re- 
markable and substantial Irish gain. 
| Columbia’s battle, but comes back 
| with some excellent closeups of the 


| Cornell-Syracuse struggle. 


|the Temnle-Georgia Tech game. 
| Girls’ grid contest on the Coast has 
| afew chuckles (Movietone). Thrills 
| on home territory are in Universal’s 
motorbike uphill climb in L. A. and 
News of Day’s reels on trick auto 
drivers. Wear. 


ORPHEUM, OMAHA 


Omaha, Oct. 13. 
Glen Gray Orch (15), with Kenny 


Sargent, Pee Wee Hunt, Sonny Dun- 
ham, Joe & Jane McKenna, Vie 
Hyde, Rollo & Verna Pickert: ‘Under- 


pup’ (U). 

Glen Gray is carrying a smooth, 
| high-grade group in his first appear- 
ance in Omaha, The 65-minute show 


is above average for this once-a- 
month vauder, 
Band opens with his theme then | 


| switches to ‘Sunrise Serenade.’ Vari- 


ous orch members are spotted during | 


show for solo breaks and band gen- 
, erally shows its versatility. 

Rollo and Varna Pickert, youthful 
tapsters, go over with a novelty jit- 
terbug dance on stilts. Both good as 
solos with Rollo offering a socko 
terp simulating a punching bag. 

Vic Hyde, billed as one-man band, 
presents a pleasing act. playing two 
|; corneis, then three and finally four 
‘at the same time. Hometown line 
‘of chatter good for plenty of lauchs. 
Joe and Jane McKenna, dancers, 
‘open with neat softshoe, drag in the 
center with hokum and end with a 
|} burles': adagio that socks. 

Orch’s soloists are Kenny Sargent 


a flighty job on Yale- | 


| 


News of | 
Day depicts several unusual shots of | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Earl Hines orch (15), Kathryn 
Perry, Leroy Harris, Eddie Green, 
Three Jungle Kings, Tommy Trent, 
Roebie Kirk, ‘Frencie’ Bascomb, 
John Vigal, Vivian Harris, Delores 
Payne, House Line (18); “Bombs 
Over London (Allied). 


(Father) Hines’ band, here 
only a few months ago, registers 
solidly in its quick return at this 
colored vauder. Crew has gained 
considerable polish, offering a neat 
balance between showmanship and 
musicianship. 

Aside from the strength 
the bill by Hines, intelligent staging 
of production numbers by Leonard 
Harper supplies an extra lift which 
keeps the 85-minute stage show 
moving swiftly. 

Eddie Green, more recently in ‘The 
Mikado’ at the N. Y. Fair, but who 
played burlesque at this house years 
ago, puts across one of those talka- 
tive, droll humor skits fer which he 
is best known. It is the oldie about 
splitting receipts from the sale of a 
tap room, which has a blueish tag 


Earl 


line. Vivian Harris and John Vigal 
aid him. Aud went for it big. 


Three Jungle Kings are fairish 
dancing boys, different from other 
tapsters only in the tropical garb 
they wear. Roebie Kirk, featured 
balladist, shows latent possibilities 
as a crooner, although the lad 
seemed a little nervous on his first 
fling before the mike. Vigal again 
is doing yeoman work, assisted by 
Delores Payne in singing ensemble 
numbers. 

‘Frenchie’ Bascomb’ from the line. 
warbles ‘Swing, Little Indian, Swing,’ 
and then bursts into a swift jitter- 
bug dance with robust bumps. She 
goes over. This winds up the open- 
ing number with gusto after the en- 
semble first is on as cowgirls. ; 

Tommy Trent, standard white 
punch and judy act, assumes the 
voices of seven characters. Then 
comes out with three manikins. One, 
Flatfoot Floogies, does a jitterbug 
dance. Two femme dolls he de- 
scribes as ‘sophisticated jitterbugs.’ 


} ers’ 
handed! ‘Your Feet's Too Big.’ 


OUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, October 18, 1939 


spotted twice and reap applause for 


their harmonizing. Ryan vocals 
three numbers, ‘My Buddy,’ ‘To 
You’ and ‘How Strange,’ to bring 


heavy palm patter. 

Next is Bob Dupont, vet comic 
juggler, who adds punch with his 
ball and club maneuvering and har- 
vests much applause and guffaws. 
Top clickeroos are the Four Ink- 
spots, introed by Kaye after an ap- 
propriate number by the band, ‘If I 
Didn’t Care.’ Number is the record- 
ing that sent the Inkspots soaring to 
popularity. 

Quartet open with ‘Jeepers Creep- 
and follow with an _ original, 
Then go into 
‘If I Didn’t Care,’ with the tall lad 
tenoring most of the load. Boys en- 
core with ‘Address Unknown.’ The 
four intersperse their harmonizing 
with hoke and comedy, two accom- 
panying on the bass viol and gui- 
tar. Carry their own piano accom- 
panist. 

Band is in the groove with ‘Ha- 
waiian War Chant’ and ‘South of 
the Border,’ which Kaye claims to 


heve introed. Both excellently ar- 
ranged. 
In toto, a good show though 


house's p.a. system on opening day 
(Wednesday) set up an_intermit- 
tent wheezing and buzzing that made 
listening difficult. Eck 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Jack Teagarden Orch with Kitty 
Kallen; George Jessel, Five Maxellos, 
Ginger Harmon, Winfield & Ford; 
‘She Married a Cop’ (Rep). 


The Flatbush this session turns in 
a highly satisfactory 70-minute show 
in spite of itself. Management places 
considerable difficulty in the way of 


the performers, including an ear- 
splitting p.a. system, unfathomable 


routing and shoddy stage dressing, 
but the performers overcome these 
nicely regardless. 

Jack Teagarden’s orch leads off, 
with his vocalist, Kitty Kallen, com- 
ing on following a few band num- 


He’s clever in his manipulations, the! bers. George Jessel follows without 


figures’ phosphorescence 
them stand out in the colored spot. 


making | 22nouncement 


or buildup—which 
anyone can use, no matter how well 


cores with ‘I Surrender Dear.’ 
Three Barons, from the band, are 


| 


| 


‘When I Grow Too Old to Dream’ known—to take over the m.c.ing and | 


opens the session on the stage for 
the Hines’ band. After this trim 
shoveoff, ‘She Taught Me to Love 
Again’ rings in Leroy Harris, soloist 
with the orch who has a _ nicely 


'modulated voice. Another jive selec- 


tion keeps the crew in the groove, 
with Hines’ socko drummer getting 
plentv hot. 


followed by 
| Negro terp team, and then by Ginger 


; He brings on the 
jugglers, who are 
Winfield and Ford, 


relay a few gags. 
Maxcllos, risley 


Harmon. Miss Harmon's style of 
warbling is not so far different from 
Miss Kallen’s to cause wonder why 
two femme chirpers are included, 
despite the fact, of course, that Miss 


Kathryn Perry. billed as showing; Kallen is with the band. Jessel winds 
up the show with his familiar phone | 


through the Courtesy of the Cotton 
Club. where she has been of Iate. 
whams across ‘What’s New 
credited with making 
manner. 
the tunes are too much alike. 


| 


Peculiar, but effective. buildup is | 


employed by band to introduce ‘St. 
Louis Blues.’ with Hines’ ivory- 
tickling highlighted. It develovs 
into a iam session with the drum- 


imer. guitarist and bass fiddler aid- 


ine the nianist. ‘Piano Man.’ a fa- 


miliar piece for the Hines’ outiit, 
gives the band leader a_ further 
chance on the keys. vocal back- 


ground bv the musicians going to a 
ewell finale. Encore is another svot- 
lichting the niano. 

Biz onlv lukewarm 
Friday (13) 


at early show 
Wear. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Oct. 16 


Barons, Spencer & Foreman. 
Dupont. Four Inksnots, Sam Kanlan 
House Band; ‘Calling All Marines’ 
(Rep). 

Current divertisement is luring 
|’em in droves. Yesterday (Sunday), 
| the Kaye-Inkspots combo established 
a new house record for the 
Layout is as strong on the boards as 
on paper. 
—hband is carrying its own scenery— 
are excellent. 
it runs about 57 minutes. 

Kaye's band dishes out sweet and 
swing, with emphasis on the former 


including several of his recent re- 
cordings. Crew is nice appearing 
and is on stage throughout, with the 
stickswisher expertly cing. 
Drops the reins occasionally to solo 
on the clarinet for good returns. 

Band opens with a swest-swing 
arrangement of ‘Baby Me,’ followed 
by a medley of pops. Jimmy Brown 
steps down from the bandstand to 
vocal ‘Penny Serenade’ to nice re- 
sults. 

First act is Spencer and Foreman. 
mixed dance team. Youthful and 
smart, open with a tap-shag routine 
and encore with a ‘Swing and Sway 
Stomp,’ which Kaye retitles the 
‘Hartiord Swing and Sway Stomp.’ 
They register. 

Next is a band number, ‘South of 
the Border,’ with musician Clyde 
Burke stepping up to the mike for a 
bit of vocalizing. Burke replaced 
Tommy Ryan as tov band warbler 
when the latter had voice trouble 


| preciated 


| ligible 
|} and failure to speak out. 


call to mother routine and vo- 


and | calizing. 
|‘Don’t Worry About Me.” which she | 
popular. | brass, 
done in the Helen Morganesaque | 
She really sells a song, but} ments are good and the band makes 


Teagarden’s crew, made up of six 
five reed and four 
men, is extremely jivey. Arrange- 
a fair impress even on the more 
sober portion of the Flatbush pavees, 
although some concession to melody 
would be for the better in such a 
nabe theatre. Among the best ap- 
tunes is ‘Blue Orchids,’ 
which the. plays in instrumental 
choirs placed on a blacked out stage. 

Batoneer is not much on personal- 
ity. Occasional wisp of a smile is 
only squeezed out and his introes are 
matter of fact and partially unintel- 
through bad pronunciation 
Occasional 
turns at warbling sutfer from 
same defect, while his tromboning is 


| plentitul and good. 


Sammy Kaye Orch, Tommy Ryan, | 
Clide Burke, Jimmy Brown, Three | 
Bob | 


| compliment on 
| 
day. | 


. | 
Lighting and production | 


Nicely paced and fast, 


and is heavy on vocalists, all male. | 
Has on hand a book of popular faves, | 


;and Pee Wee Hunt, songs, and Sonny | and was kept on in that chore when | 


Dunham, cornet. Monte. 


i Ryan recovered. Lad clicks and en- 


Miss 
It’s 


Kallen is 
difficult to 


a petite brunet. 
apprise her 


| 


rhythm | 


| 


| 


the | 
| the Orpheum stage. 


| 


vocal | 


qualities in view of the volume of | 


the p.a. system, with each 
breath a veritable north wind. Miss 
Harmon labors under the same diffi- 
culty, but has less trouble getting 


over because her bouncing and wigg- 


ling sales job tends to take the em- 
phasis off her pipes. 
for Sale,’ ‘Ole Man Mose’ and ‘Can’t 
Give You Anything But Love.’ 
Jessel, 
proprietors 


Brandt left-handed 


puff of | 


| 
| 


Sings ‘Swing | in 


returning vaude to! a 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
‘Balinese Follies, Harry Owens 
orch, Hawaiian Sweethearts, Alvin 
Kaleolani, Kenny Allen, Zora, Em- 
mett Oldfield & Eddie Ware, Herman 
Hyde & Thelma Lee, Fanchonettes; 
‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par). 


‘Balinese Follies,’ staged by Fan- 
chon, is an excellent Fanchon & 
Marco show. Plenty of spectacle, 
novelty and diversion. 

Stage has been transformed into 
a South Seas setting, with Harry 
Owens orchestra on throughout and 
contributing largely to the proceed- 
ings. Assisting Owens are three 
Hawaiian dancers, clever exponents 
of South Seas terpsichore; Alvin 
Kaleolani, native warbler and string- 
ed instrument expert, and Kenny 
Allen, straight vocalist. 


Added acts are Zora, exotic Bali- 
nese dancer, who also appears iu 
the picture; Emmett Oldfield and 
Eddie Ware, with an unprogrammed 
femme, and Herman Hyde and 
Thelma Lee. Revue marks return 
of the Fanchoneties, first time they 
have appeared since July, when 
stage shows were temporarily 
dropped at the heuse and revived 
only a week ago. 

tevue gets under way to soft 
strains of Hawaiian music, orch re- 
vealed in a South Seas setting, Fan- 
chonettes, in abbreviated garb, be- 
ing grouped around with Kenny AIl- 
len vocalizing. Kaleolani follows 
with a native ditty, ‘Princess Pupulee 
Has Plenty of Papaya,’ with plenty 
of comedy injected. 

Royal Hawaiian Dancers, three at- 
tractive, talented native girls are 
then introduced for series of gyra- 
tions, indicating careful training. 
Zora, Balinese dancer, goes through 
a native dance while the Fanchon- 
ettes form background with tom- 
toms. Another well-executed num- 
ber by the Fanchonettes is a pre- 
cision routine, with gals in colorful 
garb, winding up with illuminated 
costume routine, very effective. 

Hyde and Miss Lee offer a hokum 
comedy act. Girl works semi- 
straight and Hyde effectively re- 
sorts to all the tricks in the bag for 
laughs. Oldfield and Ware do acro- 
batics, coupled with nonsense which 
won spirited applause from the 
near-capacitv audience at this show. 

Another Hawaiian tune by the 
orch and then Kaleolani in the Ha- 
waiian war chant, with Allen vo- 
calizing. Finish is unique, with 
Fanchonettes scattered at vantage 
points in balcony and lower floor, 
each spotted with a light while sing- 
ing ‘Aloha,’ orch accompaning. 
Owens works hard throughout and 


; jOins several of the warbling num- 


bers, while also m. c’ing. Edwa. 


ORPHEUM, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Oct. 13. 
Dead End Kids, Sam (Schlepper- 
man) Hearn, Geraldine & Joe, Wal- 
ter Walters & Frankie, Alphonse 
Berg and His Parisian Models, Nate 
Evans House Orch; ‘Stronger Than 
Desire’ (M-G). 


Four of the six Dead End Kids are 
breaking the jump from the Par- 
amount, Los Angeles, to the Kate 
Smith radio show with a stanza on 
Show is pretty 
fair, but scarcely socko. 

Sam Hearn, tormer Schlepperman 
of the Jack Benny broadcast, works 
with the hoodlum quartet in main 
portions of the bill, also chipping in 
a fiddle solo that registers well. 
Comic imitates three violins playing 
‘Over the Rainbow’ in harmony. 

Kids could have better material. 
Leo (Spit) Gorcey emcees the show 
slouchy, insolent manner as a 
buildup for the act. Brats first ap- 
pear together against a backfence 


on his entrance, gives the | backdrop in alley jargon splitting 


Gives 
mayhem. 


swag of raid on an apartment. 
chance for their usual 


four of their houses in New York.|Cop’s whistle offstage is signat for 


As he explains it, in his sometimes 
jumbled phraseology: ‘This is a good 
show. but God forbid you missed it, 


you don’t shoot yourself either.’ A 


few of his gags are slightly bewhis- 
kered, but he clicks big all the way 
and smashes over with the phone 
call business. Winds up with a med- 
ley of one line of each of the songs 
he wrote. This could be well ex- 
tended to a full chorus of each, per- 
haps eliminating one 
turns. 

The Five Maxellos are a standard. 
foot-balancing act, two men working 
from shoulder boards, tossing a pair 


of femmes and a male. partner 
around in breathtaking stunts. It 
also could be extended slightly, 


being held to an absolute minimum. 

Winfield and Ford work in the 
Tip. Tap and Toe manner on an el- 
liptical drum. Raymond Winfield 
was, in fact, one of the members of 
the TTT trio until they split. 


Toe at the Flatbush until their mana- 
ger, Mark Leddy, put a stop to it 
to avoid conflict with two of the 
former members of the group who 
have acquired a new third man and 
are using the original billing. Duo 
at the Flatbush does a nifty turn. 


House was well-filled. but not 
overcrowded, when caught at 
show Thursday (12). Herb. 


Win- | 
field and Ford were billed Tap and | 


| 
| 


of the other! 


scram to join the army and escape 
pinch. Pretty blonde who turns out 
to be Kay Marvis (wedded to Cor- 
cey) leads foursome into recruiting 
office. ‘Schlepperman’ is the ser- 
geant in charge. After brief whirl 
at military farce, boys decide to en- 
tertain the army, rehearse a Little 
Nell and the ‘Old Homestead’ skit, 
with Gorcey as the girl, and the aged 
papa, moustachioed villain and Hand- 
some Hero divided among Huntz 
Hall, Bernard Punsley and Gabriel 
Dell. Biggest laugh when Gorcey 
races into hero’s arms and the bal- 
loons in his bosom burst with a bang. 

Balance of show is so-so. Gerald- 
ine and Joe dance nicely. Boy spins 
amazingly on head and the girl sings 
an average ditty. 

Walter Walters’ ventriloquist act is 
best when he does the crying baby 
stuff. Works with two dummies, tele- 
phone and a cigaret, wherein the 
puppet called Frankie blows out the 
match repeatedly. 

Alphonse Berg’s draping of cos- 
tume about his Parisian models be- 
fore the audience is a standard act. 
The gals still like Berg's fashions, 
though. 

Pit orchestra essays an overture. 
but gives un when Spit lumbers on- 


i stage and tells the musicians ta pipe 


last | down while he staris the show. 


Mart. 
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‘Business as Usual’ for British Troupe 
Despite Drama of War On Ocean Trip 


+ 


By ROBERT A. McSTAY 


Toronto, Oct. 17. 

Curious anomaly of the ‘Charles 
the King’ opening here last night 
(Monday), presented by the British 
Colbourne-Jones troupe, saw the 
human interest angle vigorously 
shoving the play itself somewhat into 
the background. Here was drama 
not churned out by any playwright, 
but the straight story of the first 
eompany in the history of the British 
theatre ever to make the trans-At- 
Jantic crossing and face the U-boat 
peril simply because the theatre, ac- 
cording to the British tradition of 
‘business as usual,’ must continue, 
despite hostilities. 

The real drama behind the foot- 
lights was that the men and women 
comprising this largest British dra- 
matic company ever to come to Can- 
ada, in war or peace, had, in true 
trouper resolve, faced menace on the 
high seas because of booking com- 
mitments made prior to the outbreak 
of the war. 

Propaganda Element 

Nor should there be lost the propa- 
gxnda element. The trans-Canada 
tour is sponsored by the British 
Council, of which His Majesty, the 
King, is patron. 

No jaunt was this eastward Atlan- 
tic crossing aboard the Duchess of 
Richmond. Literally at sea were 
passengers not knowing where they 
were after losing sight of land. 
There was a destroyer convoy, but 
eight of it was later lost. In the zig- 
gag course, only higher ship's officers 
knew whether the route would be to 
the south via the Azores, off the 
regulation lane, or the northern run 
up to Greenland and then south. 

Armed fore and aft was the 
Duchess. Midship were anti-aircraft 
guns. Passengers had been instructed 
to take their gas masks with them. 
All were issued life jackets. They 
carried these always until the ship 
entered the St. Lawrence. 
Communication Cut Off 
ship-to-shore communication 
wes available. No music was al- 
lowed on board. At night the 
Duchess travelled in a blackout. The 
vig-zag trip took eight days. It nor- 
mally should have taken no more 
than six. No alarms were sounded. 
At Montreal a special train was 
ready Sunday night (15) to rush the 
troupe to Toronto for the Royal 
Alexandria theatre opening last 
night (Monday), earlier postponed 
twice because of British Admiralty 
orders forbidding the sailing tempo- 
rarily. The scenery and trunks did 
not arrive until many hours later, 
thus allowing only one dress re- 
hearsal and no lights or music re- 
hearsal. 

(Review of ‘Charles the King’ on 
page 50.) 


QUIZ FRED ELLIS ON 


No 


$2,400 SPA SHORTAGE 


Fred Ellis, who was business man- 
ager of the Spa theatre, Saratoga, 
during the last summer, has been 
called on to explain a discrepancy of 
around $2,400. Understood the 
shortage represents admission tax 
coin, plus several hundred dollars 
which was collected for the Actors 
Fund. Latter requested that ap- 
peals be made to summer showshop 
audiences and nightly collections 
were made between acts for several 
weeks. 


Theatre is part of the New York | 


state reservation and there is some 


question as to whether the Govern- | 


ment will not look to the state for 
payment of the ticket tax. 


Cissy Loftus Settles 


Suit Against Shuberts 


Suit of Cecilia Loftus against the 


Shubert Holding Co. for $50,000 was | 


discontinued Saturday (14) in N. Y. 
federal court, having been settled 
cut of court. The actress claimed 
personal injuries suffered in a fall 
Feb. 23, 1938, in the Shubert the- 
aire, Boston, alleging she expended 
$6,316 for hospital bills and treat- 
ments, 

Edward E. Cohen, attorney for 
Miss Loftus, declared the settlement 
ran into ‘several thousands of dol- 
Jars,’ indicating it more than cov- 
€red hospital expenses, but refused 
te divulge the exact amount. 


Set ‘Geneva’ Date 


Toronto, Oct. 17. 

With its trans-Canadian sched- 
ule upset by two postponed sail- 
ings from England, as convoy 
crafts were needed elsewhere, 
world premiere of George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s revised version of 
‘Geneva,’ being presented in 
repertory by the British Col- 
bourne-Jones troupe, is now defi- 
nitely set for week of Oct. 30 
at the Royal Alexandra here. 

Shaw’s commentary treatment 
of world developments will co- 
incide with the headlines. He 
will air-mail script changes as 
the world scene changes. It's 
understood from their inquiries 
that some of the New York 
critics contemplate journeying 
to Toronto for the opus. : 


Actors’ Kitchen 
Marks Its Fifth 


Year on Bway 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

If you will, use in your columns 
the enclosed release about the Actors’ 
Kitchen and Lounge and the Actors’ 
Clothing Bureau, of Union Methodist 
Church, or otherwise make mention 
of the facts, the helpful work we are 
doing for siage folk will be bene- 
fited, and I shall be personally grate- 
ful. 


Fifth Year of the Kitchen 

‘We like to think of stage folk as 
living in another—a different world,’ 
says Rev. Dr. C. Everett Wagner, 
minister of ‘The Actors’ Church’ 
(Union Methodist), ‘possibly  be- 
cause to us on the outside who are 
looking in, theirs is a world of 
glamour and special privileges in 
which we too might like to live. But 
coming down to earth, the men and 
women of the theatre are just dis- 
tant copies of ourselves. Like us of 
the more humdrum pursuits, they 
have to work. Like us, they need to 
eat. When jobless and_ broke. 
hunger visits them as an incident of 
a day, or as a tragedy of the weeks, 
maybe months. Met either way, it’s 
drama, and as such may be fitting, 
but certainly is not fattening. So, 
we look around and try to help.’ 

Last Thursday evening’s (Oct. 12) 
weekly eight-act variety show at the 
Actors’ Kitchen and Lounge of 
| Union Methodist Church, staged by 
dinner guests and free, marked the | 
| fifth year of the Kitchen as 4| 

friendly spot in the changing life of | 
Broadway. | 

In that five-year period a good 
many thousands connected with the | 
craft have sat at its small tables, 
eaten substantial, abundant, appetiz- 
ing dinners and paid their 35c. if 
they had it. If they hadn't it, they 
paid by waiting on table. When that 
could not be arranged at the mo- 
ment, they were handed dinner 
tickets without charge. The spacious | 
lounge adjoining has been theirs to} 
use. 

With approach of the cold months 
|} Union Church sends out its seasonal 
signal of the special need of its 
Actors’ Clothing Bureau, which sup- 
plies clothing, including shoes and | 
hats, without charge or obligation, to 
deserving actors and actresses who 
are without employment and in need. 
The Church suggests that probably 
in no other field of professional em- 
ployment is shabby appearance a 
surer bar to getting work. 

At present the Burcau’s supplies | 
are very low; there are more calls, 
many of them urgent, than can be | 
met. Gifts of disused clothing from | 
|men and women and families more | 
fortunately situated will be received 
by the Bureau with appreciation and 
with gratitude by those to be helped. 
Articles may be sent direct to the 
Actors’ clothing Bureau, 229 West 
48th st., or a telephone message to 
CIrcle 6-5940 will bring an author- 
ized representative to pick them 
up. 


Rev. Dr. C. Everett Wagner. 
Union Methodist Church, 
229 West 48th street, 
New York City. ‘ 


CHORINES HAPPY 


Look for Best Season in Years With 
Musicals’ Upswing 


Chorus Equity will hold its first 
quarterly meeting of the season at 
the Edison Hotel, New York, Friday 
(20). While there is no special busi- 
ness slated for consideration, it is 
expected the session will be well at- 
tended because of the upswing in 
musical production. 

Expected that the chorus branch 
will have its best season in years. 


NEW B.0. UNION 
ASKING WAGE 
INCREASES 


The Treasurers and Ticket Sellers 
union, formerly part of the Theatri- 
cal Managers, Agents and Treas- 


|urers but now affiliated with the 


International Alliance of Stage Em- 
ployees, made formal demand on the 
managers through the League of 
New York Theatres for a salary in- 
crease. Ticket people ask for $90 
weekly for treasurers and $65 for 
assistants, that being a boost of $15 
for each class. 

It is the same salary schedule 
listed by TMAT in negotiations with 
the League during the summer, but 
revised when the boxoffice people 
walked out and joined up with IA. 
There are various conditions sought, 
however, and details of the amount 
payable for Sunday work is in- 
cluded. League is considering the 
new pay scale, said to be favored by 
at least some of the managers. 
Understood provisions similar to 
those in the original pact, ruling out 
the acceptance of agency gratutities, 
are retained in the contract under 
consideration. 

Session was held Friday (13) be- 
tween the union’s bargaining com- 
mittee and a League committee. 
James J. Brennan, a v.p. of IA, was 
present, but did not enter into the 
conversations. Treasurers group 
consisted of Walter O'Connor, presi- 
dent pro tem, George Ashby, James 
Murphy and Morrie Seaman. 


Casting Disputes Make 
‘Time of Your Life’ No 
Bed of Roses for Guild 


Theatre Guild, which fs producing 
‘Time of Your Life’ {fn association 
with Eddie Dowling, found {itself last 
week in the middle of a casting dis- 
pute between the director, Robert 


| Lewis, and author, William Saroyan. 


Play is slated to open at the Booth, 
N. Y., shortly. 

Since its tryout preem in New 
Haven Oct. 7, and its appearance in 
Boston last week, there has been a 
constant succession of people in and 
out of the cast. It has been mostly 
due to Saroyan’s disagreement with 
original choices by Lewis and Dowl]- 
ing, the author desiring to obtain a 
different interpretation of the whole 
story than the stagers intended. 

With 20 people in the cast, in ad- 
dition to Dowling and Julie Haydon 
in the leads, almost half have been 
changed and others are now work- 
ing under notice. Flock of actors 
were sent up to Boston last week, 
some of them being retained. 


JAS. HENDERSON, JUVE, 
DIVORCED BY WIFE 


Jamaica, L. I., Oct. 17. 
Supreme Court Justice Charles W. 
Froessel in Jamaica special term 
awarded an interlocutory decree of 
divorce to Mrs. Marjorie Henderson, 
former showgirl known as Marjorie 
Taylor. She accused her husband, 
James Henderson, musical comedy 
juvenile, of misconduct. 
They have a seven-year old son. 


‘Father’ Set 


‘Life With Father,’ which Oscar 
Serlin is producing, now is set to 


| open Oct. 30 at the Maryland theatre, 


Baltimore. Comes into the Empire 
in New York, Nov. 8. 

Rehearsals are underway in New 
York. 


Equity Indicates It Will Not Go 
Along on Ticket Code Unless 
League Steps Up Enforcement 


Belasco Technique 


By the time ‘The Possessed’ 
Opens at the Lyceum, N. Y., 
next Tuesday (24) it will have 
had two full weeks of dress 
rehearsals, handled by a full 
stage crew, but with no audi- 
ences out front. That was the 
manner in which the late David 
Belasco prepared his plays and 
none except the Chekhov group, 
who are producing the drama, 
have used similar procedure. 

Michael Chekhov is of Russian 
origin, but the company, which 
comes from his school of drama 
in Connecticut, hail from Eng- 
land, Australia, Canada and this 
country—not a Muscovite in the 
cast, 


Bway Theatre 
Shortage Hits 
New Tune Shows 


Legit people are still wondering 
where the new musical shows will 
be housed on Broadway. The pres- 
ent outlook is that there are more 
musicals being readied, or  pro- 
jected, than there are available thea- 
tres, even though two or three which 
changed policy are being reclaimed 
for legit usage. 

One suggested solution is to keep 
the unbooked musicals on the road 
until such attractions can be ac- 
commodated. Whether they could 
operate successfully is a question, 
but business out-of-town so far this 
season reflects the prosperous trend 
in New York. Grosses of most cur- 
rent musicals since the fall period 
started have climbed steadily, con- 
fusing the bookers who anticipated 
that some would be ready for tour- 
ing before the new crop was ready. 

Increase in musicals over last sea- 
son is one reason why George M. 
Cohan set back plans for that type 
of production for his personal ap- 
pearance. Instead, he accepted the 
lead in ‘Madame Will You Walk,’ to 
the surprise of those close to him, 
also the Playwrights, who are pro- 
ducing the piece, authored by the 
late Sidney Howard. Another rea- 
son that Cohan shelved his musical 


The ticket situation has been 
placed in the laps of the managers 
by Equity’s committee, which had 
been considering the question of ex- 
tending the code designed to siamp 
out gypping. A long report was sub- 
mitted to the managers Saturday 
(14) and recommendations were 
made by the actors end, which is 
clearly dissatisfied with the way the 
code was supposed to be enforced. 
Although the report suggested re- 
taining the code for another season, 
the Equityites indicated they would 
subscribe to that proposal only if the 
League of New York Theatres agreed 
to put teeth into the control system. 

Not certain, therefore, whether the 
code will have the actors’ nod after 
the end of October. If not, the basic 
agreement not to change policy will 
automatically expire, but it’s not in- 
dicated that Equity intends making 
it tougher for producers. 


Managers’ Fault 


The report, which was made by 
Alfred Harding, who edits Equity’s 
house organ, did not win the ap- 
proval of the committee so far as ex- 
tending the code is concerned. Philip 
Loeb, who made the recommended 
changes, stated that it was the man- 
agers’ fault that the control over 
tickets was not properly exercised. 

Actors declared they could not 
understand why certain managers 
who evaded, or breached, the rules 
were not fined for the infractions, 
nor why there was no punishment 
meted out to any of the brokers de- 
tected charging high prices. They 
said that unless there were guaran- 
tees that infractions would call for 
discipline, they would hardly be in- 
terested in teaming with the League 
on the ticket situation. 

How Equity was included in the 
code has never been logically ex- 
plained, but the managers reasoned 
that the moral support of the asso- 
ciation would make the enforcing of 
the rules more effective. Equity has 
its own ticket control rules, which 
are supposed to apply to showmen 
not in the League and provide for 
the association to virtually call a 
strike against such managers who do 
not adhere to the regulations, It is 
questionable whether Equity would 
take such a radical step because of 
likely dissension among members. 
That the managers could continue 
the ticket control system without 


(Continued on page 54) 


CARROLL EAST TO SET 


was inability te secure the femme | 


lead he had in mind. 


Equity Cracks Down 
On Chorines’ Agent 
Equity on a chorus 


agent will receive no money at all 
from the girls. 
specialty dancers, spotted with ‘Nice 
Goin’, the new Laurence 
musical, contract calling 


for 


weekly. 

Group was placed in the show by 
Roy Campbell, who was supposed to 
get $60 weekly in commissions. It 
was shown, however, that Campbell 
also trained the dancers, arranged 
orchestrations and did other serv- 
ice for them not usually done by an 
agent. When 
| Schwab over the percentage of com- 
mission, the producer made a new 
| deal with Campbell, who is to be 
| compensated by the showman, pay 
| to the girls being net. 


Fay Templeton Services 
In New York Friday (20) 


It was erroneously reported that 
Equity would take charge of the 
funeral of Fay Templeton, who died 
in San Francisco, Oct. 3. Burial, 


Actors Fund and services will be 
held at the Fund's plot in Kensico 
cemetery, New York, on Friday (20) 
at two p.m, 

Ashes of the siar were brought 
from the Coast. She had requested 
the Fund for cremation some years 
ago. 


however, will be conducted by the. 


} 


ANOTHER ‘VANITIES’ 


Earl Carroll arrived in New York 
from Hollywood Tuesday (17) to set 
the deal whereby he will present a 
‘Vanities’ on Broadway at Christmas 
time. Show will be backed by the 
Shuberts and will probably be spot- 


| ted in one of their theatres, although 
| Carroll is still hopeful of securing 


| 


$300 | 
weekly, each dancer to receive $50/ Carroll produced at his theatre-cafe 
| in Hollywood. 


group booking that called for 20%| the house at 50th and Seventh ave- 
commission, with the result that the | nue, built for him and more recently 


called the Casa Manana, a night spot. 


Chorines are six! Pjans, however, call for razing the 


building and erecting a taxpayer. 
New ‘Vanities’ will principally 
consist of the two floor shows which 


Players will include 


| a number of faces new to Broadway, 


backed up by a girl line that was 


|always his specialty. Carroll returns 
| to the Coast Saturday (21) to cast a 


Equity protested to} 


| 


new show for his cafe. Present show 
will play two weeks in San Fran- 
cisco in December, and then comes 
east for ‘Vanities,’ 


‘Blossom Time’ Sequel 


Franz Vienna and Eric Maschwitz 
are collaborating on an adaptation 
of a Viennese operetta, ‘Lilacs Bloom 
Again,’ a sequel to ‘Blossom Time.’ 
It will have a score rearranged from 
Shubert melodies, with a few origi- 
nal songs by Vienna. Maschwitz, 
who is in London, is adapting the 
book. 

Vienna, who has been in the U. S, 


| for the last three years, helped with 


the music for Billy Rose’s Aquacade 
at the New York World’s Fair and 
has more recently scored two Yid- 
dish films. He is the husband of 
Della Lind, currently in ‘Streets of 
Paris,’ Broadhurst, N. Y. 
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The Man Who Came to 


Dinner 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
ic Box, N. Y., Oct. 16, '39, by Sam H. 

s; written by Moss Hart and George 

S$ Kaufman; staged by latter; settings by 

Donald Oenslager; $3.30 top. 

Mes, irnest W. Stanley.. Virginia Hammond 


Richard Stanley Gordon Merrick 
Sune Stanley... Barbara Wooddell 
. George Probert 
Priestley Morrison 
Mrs. McCutcheon.........-Edmonia Nolley 
Stanley. George Lesse y 
Maggie Cutler....cccece EGith Atwater 
Dr. Bradley... Clements 
Sheridan Whiteside.........Monty Woolley 


Harriet Stanley.....-. Ruth Vivian 
Bert Jefferson... Theodore Newton 
Pratessor LeRoi Operti 


Phil Sheridan | 
Luncheon Guests......4 Charles Washington | 


William Postance 


Lorraine Carol Goodner 


Beverly 
Westcott 


Hoysradt 
Fisher | 
; Rodney Stewart | 
Radio Johnson 
Daniel Leone 
Jack Whitman 
Daniel Landon 
Donald Landon 


| Whiteside. 
as ‘the beard’ among professionals, 
'eame back from Hollywood to ap- 
| pear in ‘Dinner.’ 
few legiters sports 
adornment and, while Woollcott has 
a straggly mustache, there is no 
| physical resemblance. Woolley is In 
a wheel chair almost throughout the 
| play and one of the comic angles is 
| the doctor's ultimate discovery that 
Sheri's hip isn’t broken—the medico 
| having examined the wrong X-Ray 
| plates. There is an excellent radio 
broadcast bit at the end of act two. 
Edith Atwater is splendid as the 
secretary and so is Carol Goodner 
as Lorraine. Theodore Newton is a 
likeable juvenile as Jefferson. Dud- 
ley Clements, George Lessey, Ruth 
Vivian, LeRoi Operti, Virginia Ham- 
mond, Mary Wickes, Gordon Mer- 
rick and Barbara Wooddell are 
among those in a rather populous 
cast who furnish a most unusual eve- 
ning in the theatre. 
Kaufman's direction is unerring. 
Even an expressman with one line 
gets it over. Ibee. 


Six Young Boys.... 
DeWitt Purdue 


Robert Rea | 


Karpe 
Two Deputies... Phil Sheridan 
Piainclothesman.......... William Postance 


The Sam H. Harris, Moss Hart, 


George S. Kaufman combo has 
turned the trick once more. This 
manager-collaborative author trio 


has rarely missed, especially with 
their laugh shows, as witness ‘You 
Can't Take It with You’ and now 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ | 


Looks like a cinch all season and 
then some. 


Play is frankly a comedy inspired | 


SKYLARK 


three acts presented af the 
Moroseo Y., Oct. 11, °'39, by John 
' Golden; written by Samson Raphaelson; 
Gertrude Lawrence starred; Donald Cook 
and Glenn Anders featured; staged by au- 


Comedy in 
N. 


thor; setting by Donald Oenslager; $3.30 
top. 
! Tony Kenyon...... Donald Cook 
Lydia ...Gertrude Lawrence 
| Ned Franklin... William David 
Charlotte Franklin..... ....Gertrude Bryan 
| Bill Blake. .--Glenn Anders 
Myrtle Valentine. Vivian Vance 
Harley Valentine...... Prreret: Robert Burton 


John Golden introduces the first 


by Alexander Woollcott, the central | smart comedy of the new season and 
character, having the fictional name by the grace of Gertrude Lawrence, 


of Sheridan (Sheri) Whiteside. 


This , plus a fine supporting cast, ‘Skylark’ 


brilliant member of the literati, ad-| should do plenty well. 


dicted to cribbage and croquet, sup- 


Producer-author Samson Raphael- 


plies the material that makes up the’ son and the star have been working 


new. comedy hit. 

Sheri’s colorful, racy vocabulary 
{is almost  biographically 
Many of the lines of the wit, racon- 
teur, lecturer, author and radio com- | 
mentator were uttered by him at 


sessions when he entertained well- | 
knowns at his island retreat in a| 


northern lake. Some of Woollcott’s 


friends at the premiere recalled the | 


occasions when he was in rare form. 
But the authors have also fashione 
a sustained story. First two acts are 
the toppers, yet the third is now also 
effective and the curtain drops on a 
hearty laugh. Play remained three 
weeks in Boston so that the final 
act could be revised and the last 
week there drew the best gross on 
the town’s legit card. 

While on a lecture tour, Sheri ac- 
cepts a dinner invitation, slips on 
the doorstep and apparently breaks 
his hip. Informed that he must re- 
main in the small-town Ohio home 
for some time, Sheri proceeds to 
take over the house, forcing his un- 
willing host to keep his family up- 
stairs, after he calmly tells the man 
that he will be sued for $150,000 
damages. 

Countless messages and gifts start 
arriving, the presents including an 
octopus, which he quarters in the 


family’s best bathroom, four pen- | 


guins from Admiral Byrd and a case 
containing supposedly trained cock- 
roaches. He uses the telephone to 
all points, including Europe, berates 
the nurse, tosses the doctor around 
verbally and only his attractive sec- 
retary, Maggie Cutler, seems 
know how to handle the invalid, past 
master in the art of insult. 

Maggie 
charm and wealth in the 10 years 
she has been with Whiteside, so he 
cannot at first understand that she 
really means it when she falls in 
love with Eert Jefferson, local re- 
porter. Sheri proposes to break it 
up, reaches Lorraine Sheldon on the 
Normandie two days at sea on the 
way from London and lures her to 


the town by telling her of a great! 


play for her. 

Jefferson wrote the play, but Sheri 
figures that the actress, who _ is 
known to be a pushover, will use her 
wiles on the lad. Maggie is crest- 


jished out the season 


has met many men of! 


on the play for months. It was tried 


: | out in Boston early last spring and 
faithful. | after the summer’s lapse was tooled 
| into present form. 


There were a 
a couple of cast changes, but the 
three leads—Miss Lawrence, Donald 
| Cook and Glenn Anders—were in the 
| tryout and are now present. Star had 
| been touring in ‘Susan and God,’ her 
last previous triumph and she fin- 
in the key 
| stands with the new piece. Author’s 
|agent made a two-way deal on the 
play, disposing of the story to the 
Saturday Evening Post and contract- 
|ing for the stage rights at the same 
\time. After appearing serially in the 
| mag it reached book form. 

‘Skylark’ is based on and concerns 
events and executives in an advertis- 
ing agency, said to be partially 
biographical. It principally has to 
do with Tony and Lydia Kenyon 
wed 10 years without issue. He is of 
the high pressure type, devoted to 
his job, devising ideas, satisfying 
clients, aiming for new, big accounts 
and working nights and Sundays. In 
|/his ardor Tony has rather neglected 
Lydia and she is on the verge of 
walking out. 

When she does scoot off to a 
friend’s house after an anniversary 
party, Tony and his associates hud- 
| dle on what to do about it. One 
|dryly remarks that ‘sleeping with 
| your business does not constitute 

adultery.’ There are lines of similar 
| effectiveness fairly well scattered 
|through the play and the comedy 


| through the three acts. 


Tony concentrates on winning 
| back Lydia, gives up his job and 
| they make plans to go to Mexico 
| City and on to South America. But 
jin back of his mind the hustling 
husband has other ideas, principally 
the way to divert Lydia and give her 
|a new interest in living. This is ac- 
complished by subtle suggestion that 
she adopt a baby, plus the aid of 
lawyer-member of an ad agency, 
who is essentially a cynic. This fel- 
low, 
committed to 


bachelorhood 


of Tony’s firm’s best client. 


Woolley, who is known! 


He is one of the, 
hirsuite | 


while he bites his nails in the wings. | 
Donald Cook, as Tony, seems to, 


pace the play while he is in action. 
Vivian Vance, as the flirtatious wife 
who dominates the firm’s big client, 
and Gertrude Bryan, who has not 
been around lately, as the more nor- 
mal mate of Tony's associate, also 
stand out. Walter Gilbert, Horace 
Sinclair and William David likewise 
show up well in this likeable play- 
ing set-up. Ibee. 


THREE SISTERS 


four acts by Anton Chekov, 
Samuel Rosen from translation 


Drama in 
adapted by 


by Bernard Cuilbert Guerney, settings by 
Johannes Larsen, costumes by Lucinda Bal- 
Ird; presented by Surry ‘Theatre, under 


sponsorship of Dwight Deere Wiman, at 
Longacre, Y., Oct. 14, ‘39. top 
($3.30 opening). 

The sisters Prozoroff: 
Olga 


Helen Wynn 


Irina Sergeievna.......... Katherine Emery 
Maria Sergeievna (Masha)....Anne Revere 
Baron John Boruff 
Cast, SOV Thomas Speidel 
ANABA Ann Garrett 
Lieut-Col. Vershinin,...Shepperd Strudwick 
Andrei Hume Cronyn 
Dorothy Mathews 
Pedotixy ca Carl Gose 
ccc Maurice Manson 

Having won moderate critical 


praise for their production of ‘As 
You Like It’ two seasons ago, the 
Surry (Me.) players have again re- 
ied on a classical revival for their 
second Broadway presentation. This 
effort appears to have little chance 
of commercial success; what’s more, 
it isn’t likely to enhance the com- 
pany’s artistic standing. 

As judged by the present produc- 
tion, it isn’t hard to understand the 
fascination with which actors and 
students regard ‘Three Sisters.’ On 
the other hand, the performance only 
at rare intervals lifts the play into 
lifelike terms. For the most part 
it’s inert. complex and confused, with 
the musty smell of the library. A 
brilliant production, with several 
star names, might liberate it from 
the printed page; but the Surry play- 
ers aren't talented enough to make 
it entertaining theatre, nor suffi- 
ciently renowned to give it boxoffice 
pull. 

Much of the trouble seems to lie 
in Samuel Rosen's curiously uneven 
direction. The company rehearsed 
the drama extensively last summer 
during the annual season at Surry, 
Me., and that preparation shows in 
the smooth performance. But while 
certain moments glow with clear con- 
ception and lucid playing, long se- 
quences have little vitality nor unity 
of thought. Similarly, Johannes Lar- 
sen’s platformed, ceiling-less setting 
lends a cluttered and contradictory 
atmosphere to Chekhov’s treatise on 
frustration, but Lucinda Ballard’s 
costumes are a relieving note. 

There is an amazing variance in 
the performances. Anne Revere’s 
bitter Masha, growing more eloquent 
as the play proceeds, becomes gen- 
uinely moving in the final scenes. 
Katherine Emery, as the thwarted 
sister Irina, has several effective 
scenes, but at other times seems 
somewhat constricted. Helen Wynn's 
third sister, Olga, is rather expres- 
sionless, 

Hume Cronyn gives a remarkably 
articulate portrayal of the ineffectual 
brother, Andrei—probablv the most 
difficult part in a difficult plav. 
Shepperd Strudwick’s passive Alex- 


Bill Blake, is a brilliant lush, | 


at present having an affair with wife | Flora Rellam. 


fallen when the blonde vamp ar- 
rives on the scene. Through a tele- 
phone ruse she nearly gets Lorraine 
out of town, a call supposedly com- 
ing from London where Lorraine} 
had been unsuccessful in trapping 
the title of a sappy Englishman. It 
is only when Whiteside learns that | 
his trick has almost broken Maggie's | 
heart that he rights things for the | 
tearful girl. How they get rid of) 
the vamp is one of the show’s best | 
laughs. 

In on that little stunt is a charac- 
ter easily recognized as Harpo Marx, 
one of Woollcott’s circle. The part 
is played by David Burns, who is 
only on in act three and who gets 
his share of laughs. In the second 
act another of the smaller, but ex- 
cellent, parts is played by John Hoys- 
radt, an actor who became a favor- 
ite entertainer at the Rainbow Room 
atop Radio City. This character, too, 
is easily recognized as Noel Coward, 
and he also cops a goodly measure 
of giggles. Hoysradt’s contribution 
is close to the best performance. 


|}comes just a pal. 


dallies conversationally with Blake 
but, as she really loves Tony, he be- | 
The bach, by the 

way, finally loses the somewhat catty 

other woman, after having asked the | 
wrong questions and given the} 
wrong answers. 

‘Skylark’ could have had any other 
background, but the subject is, or 
was, close to the author’s earlier 
adult life. His play is of the draw- 
ing room comedy type, rather light- 
weight and he has done better play- 
writing, but he has given Miss Law- 
rence something that she thoroughly 
likes. and her animated playing 
makes the performance a pleasure 
for playgoers. 

Miss Lawrence is fascinating as 
Lydia. For manv seasons she has 
been London’s gift to Broadway, and 
this play will enhance her popular- 
ity over here. Glenn Anders has 
man~ of the laugh lines, handled ex- 
pertly by him in the best part that 
has come his way in a long time. But 
in a corking telephone bit, with 
Anders supposedly on the other end 


| 


The big part of the play, however, 
ig Monty Woolley’s, who does 


of the line, it is Miss Lawrence who 
idelivers the conversational sparklers, 


ander is attractively underplayed. 
while John Boruff, Robert Allen and 
Dorothy Mathews are convincing. 
As an acting group, the Surry 
plavers still haven’t acquired en- 
semble playing of real distinction. 
But they manifestly are a_ serious, 


rellei tioned trout 
to| content is therefore well spread out | W¢!l-intentioned troupe and. if they 


}can only find some mettlesome new 
plav, should earn a resounding suc- 
cess. Hobe. 


REG’LAR GENIUS 


Comedy in three acts, by Paul Bvron. 
Staged by the author, setting by Max Wei- 
sendanger, presented by Jack TFEffrat, at 


Barbizon Hotel playhouse, N. Y., Oct. 12, 
29; top. 


Charia Jabot. Margaret T.edhetter 


Detective Caley....«ccececs Gu Standing, Jr. 

Renita Jabbot. Janet Rathbun 

Delwin Jahbot.....cces .. Richard O’ Leary 

Kerrv Jahbhot.... mt, Byron 

| Dr. Rawdon Marley....... Raoul Henry 

and | Mrs. Grosskupf.....ccceee Josephine Deffry 
Gloria Standing 

Lydia | Hiram Robert Toms 
j | George W. Shore. James J. Covle 
Renjamin Weston...cece Karl Mavo 


Little need be said about this ef- 
fort. It’s an embarrassingly 
play, with no particular theme, no 
wit and little pvlaywrighting skill. 
Author is no better as a director 
than as a writer, so the players are 
sunk from the first line. 

Yarn deals with a reg’lar guy in- 
ventor who smells up the neighbor- 
hood with his efforts to develop a 
chean fertilizer. His wife dons a 
tophat because they’ve recently in- 
herited some coin and have moved 
into a swanky (the word is the au- 
thor’s) suburb. Daughter is in love 
with a voung doctor, while the mam- 
— son gets a crush on the 
daughter of a rival fertilizer tycoon. 
For no particular reason, everything 
ends on a cheerful note. 

Since the material is impossible. 
no fair estimate can be made of the 
performances, except that of the au- 
thor, who turns the ‘genius’ into a 
mugging eccentric. Piece offers 
nothing for Broadway or films. 


Hobe. 


| Plays Out of Town 
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CHARLES THE KING 


Toronto, Oct. 16. 


Drama In two acts (13 scenes) by Maurice 


Colbourne; presented by Colbourne= and 
Burry Jones under the auspices of the 
British Council; stars Jones and Jessica 
Tandy; staged by the author; settings, Alick 
Johnstone and Motley; special music, Her- 
bert Menges At the Roval Alexandra 
theatre, Toronto, Oct. 16, %380. $2.50 top, 

Menrictta Maria. Jessica Tandy 
Princess Elizabeth........ Dorothy Primrose 
Wiliam Lawrence Hanray 
William Juxon........ KE. Renaud Lockwood 
THOMAS. maurice Colbourne 
Lucy, Countess of Carlisie...Joy Harington 
THOMAS Cyril Gardiner 
Anthony Varn Dyck... Patrick Crean 
Sergeant Stanley Groome 
Bir David Basil Gill 
Oliver Cromwell. Reckett) Bould 
Mrs. Cromwell..... Susan Turner 
Willlam Lenthall.......... David Basil Gill 


John Turnbull 


Capacity audience greeted ‘Charles 
the King,’ authored by Maurice Col- 
bourne, last night (Monday) at the 
opening. Red carpet strip was down 
for His Majesty’s representative here. 

Audience was quite consciously 
patriotic. Elaborate chronicle play 
of 13 scenes and 48 speaking parts 
goes over well as an exciting and 
virile piece of writing. Production is 
very pretentious, and several top- 
scale sets, such as Whitehall Palace. 
Tower of London, Hurst Castle and 
interior of the Mother of Parlia- 
ménts, are particularly effective. 

_ Barry Jones plays Charles I; Jes- 
sica Tandy, last seen in New York in 
‘The White Steed,’ is Queen Hen- 
rietta Maria. Play deals with an- 
other but important mutation in the 
British fight for Parliamentary free- 
dom. It will cause plenty of differ- 
ence of opinion, Colbourne obviously, 
along with many countrymen, being 
a memory hero-worshipper of the 
martyred monarch and very pro- 
Cavalier. But, in toto, his premise 
is fair. 

Many touches are piquantly potent 
without being anachronistic. Three 
hundred years ago the invading hosts 
still marched through the land with 
babies impaled on their muskets. 
Colbourne subtly pillories the bank- 
ers and war-profiiteers of that far- 
away era in almost Shavian style. 
His characterization of Oliver Crom- 
well, England’s first and last dictator, 
has been roughened up a bit to make 
the usurper an out-and-out religious 
zealout, slightly off the accented his- 
torical track. However, the Cromwell 
part is vigorously written, and, as 
played by Beckett Bould, 1s particu- 
larly dominant in the latter half of 
the play. 

First lengthy act of seven scenes is 
somewhat slow. but spent in develop- 
ing King Charles’ character as a gen- 
tle monarch. He’s passionately inter- 
ested in the progress of his people. 
a family man often bewildered and 
distraught by the exigencies of his 
roval duties. 

Jones gives an honest and inspired 
nerformance of the kingly role. Miss 
Tandy is sweetly capricious as the 
Queen he loved and to whom he sent 
his last message as he mounted the 
scaffold. Some of their scenes have | 
memorable fire. Colbourne makes | 
two brief but poignant appearances 
as master of the Kins’s troops and 


| 
| headed | 
against the Scots. | 


destined, ill-fatedly also, to he be- 
for his martial activities 


Lawrence Hanray. as William Laud, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. presents 
an exciting interpretation. The whole 
lengthy cast, in fact. gives a compe- 
tent well-knit performance. 
Scenes such as the condemnation of 
King Charles to the block, his mount- 
ing the seaffold to the roll of drums 
and a slow curtain, had the onening 


nicht audience cheering once it had 


| 


bad | 


sotten over the brutal shock of the 
finale. McStay. 


MARGIN FOR ERROR 


Princeton, N. J.. Oct. 14. 
Melodrama in two acis by Clare Boothe; 
Aldrich and Richard 
Oito Il. Preminger; set- 
at the MeCartei 
Princeton, N. Oct. 14, 
Max v. Alvenstor. Bramwell Fletcher 


thecitre, 


Baron 


Officer Finkelstein....... Levene 
Dr. Jennings...... Bert Lytell 
Karl Baumer... Oito L. Preminger 


Captain Molrooney......Bdward McNamara 


Clare Boothe turns to melodrama 
in her latest play, ‘Margin For Error,’ 
originally titled ‘Dummkopf’ (‘Block- 
head’). It’s an absorbing, provoca- 
tive play, as timely as a page 1 story. 
If, in ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ she 
resented the fact that her public 
overlooked or ignored its alleged 
overtones of fascism in the deep 
south, she need have no fears of mis- 
guiding playgoers in her newest 
opus. For ‘Margin for Error’ is 
propaganda with a vengeance. Just 
how effective her propaganda is, 
however, remains a matter for con- 
jecture. 

A virtual all-Arvan audience at 


Princeton Saturday night (14) (A}- 
bert Einstein was a notable excep- 
tion) greeted with enthusiasm Miss 
Boothe’s diatribe on Naziism and her 
sympathetic treatment of the Jews 
plight. But such plays have come 
and gone on Broadway without 
creating very much of a6 stir. 
Whether Miss Boothe’s play packs 
sufficient theatre to sugar-coat this 
propaganda on Broadway remains to 
be seen. 

One thing is certain. If her play 
succeeds, Miss Boothe can thank its 
comical aspects rather than the more 
weighty, serious moments. The man- 
ner in which the murder of a Ger- 
man consul, supposedly in New York, 
is unfolded and the subsequent frus- 
tration of an attempt to make the 
Jew once more a scapegoat—these 
are not treated as tragedy, but kept 
in the realm of clever, witty comedy. 
Unfortunately, however, Miss Boothe 
does not hit her stride until well into 
the second and final act. 

Principal shortcoming of the first 
act is the slow pace necessitated by 
the weighty discussion between the 
German consul (Otto L. Preminger) 
and his secretary (Bramwell Flet- 
cher) of Nazi principals and the in- 
evitable disclosure of the consul’s 
embezzlements. 

The consul’s wife (Elspeth Eric), 
in love with a newspaper columnist 
(Leif Erickson) and completely out 
of sympathy with Hitler’s doctrines, 
discloses secret information to the 
newspaperman Which eventually 
reaches Germanv and results in the 
consul’s recall. A Dr. Jennings (Bert 
Lytell) seeks in vain through the 
consul to brine a German scientist to 
America, and because of his despera- 
tion, becomes a suspect to the mur- 
der of the consul, along with the sec- 
retary, over whose head his superior 
held a dispatch proving his non- 
Aryan ancestry. Otto Horst. the 
American fuehrer (Philip Coolidge), 
has made himself such a buffoon that 
he has held the Nazi party up to 
ridicule in the eves of America and 
is scheduled to be liquidated. All 
these suspects are present in the 
consul’s office when Officer Finkel- 
stein (Sam Levene), delegated bv the 
mayor to guard the consul’s office, 
marches in and discovers the body. 

From this point on the play enjoys 
its happiest moments. The examina- 
tions conducted by the Jewish po- 
liceman tend to make him the most 
logical suspect. Finkelstein finds an 
alibi for everybody but himself. All 
but Horst lend their combined ef- 
forts to prove the con’s innocence 
and thus cheat Germany of another 
ehance to retaliate against the Jews. 
The happy solution of pinning the 
blame on the much-despised U. S. 
fuehrer unites them all. brings out 
confessions from each and develons 
a surprise that gives the play its high 
moments. 

The cast !s uniformly good. Pre- 
minger, in the unsvmnathetic role of 
the consul, contributes the outstand- 
ing acting of the evening. He also 
directed and did a competent job 


there. too. The gettines by Donald 
Oenclacer up to his usual high 
standard. Rosen. 


THE MALE ANIMAL 


San Diego, Oct. 16. 


Comedv in three acts. five scenes, hy 
James Thurber and Elliott Nugent pre- 
sented and staged by Arthur J. Beckhard 
stars Flliott Nueent and Mary Astor; at 
tho Savoy, San Diegeo, Oct. 16, '39 
...Daisy Lee Mothershed 

| Thomas Twitchell .Elliott Nugent 
Ellen Twitchell Ma Astor 
yy ... Julie Stevens 
Michael Barnes........ Robert 
Banche Damon. ..ccsces Isabel O'Maddigan 


as an air raid, but is 


| branded 


‘The Male Animal’ has all the ear- 
marks of a winner. James Thurber- 
Elliott Nugent comedy romps through 
three acts, five scenes, while carrying 


| the torch for academic freedom. 


Undercurrent is punchy and timely 
59 sucar-coated 
that pix adaptation would be a cinch. 
Laugsh-seekers and intelligentsia 
alike will acclaim it. 

Story is built around a mild, but 
stubborn, midwestern prof who 15 
red for including a Sacco- 
Vanzetti letter in an English series 


| Simultaneously, an old flame of his 


wife shows un for the annual home- 
coming football game. With aca- 
demic abstractness he refuses to 
change topics when. the trustees pro- 
test, as a matter of principle. He 
also decides his wife would be better 
off with her athletic, now wealthy, 
ex-beau. and tells him so. The wife 
is unbelieving, then furious, so the 
prof gets potted. Alky releases the 
male animal, but by this time his 
wife has gone on a rampage. 

The dialog and situations hung on 
this framework are meaty. Elliott 
Nugent, as the prof. plays the role 
to the hilt. He couldn't get anyone 
quite suitable for the part. so had 
to take it himself. Mary Astor is sat- 
isfying as the wife, running up and 
down the scale of emotions and de- 
livering consistently. Takes thinss 


in her own hands at the finish, offer- 
ing to elope with the ex-bov friend, 
(Continued on. page 54) 
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LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Chi Plenty Breezy: Mamba’ Tops 146; 


‘Children’ 22d, 311,000; Dance’ OK 106 


Chicago, Oct. 17. 

Legit season is indicating excellent 
poxoffice strength in the Windy City. 

Third of the season's entries, ‘To- 
night We Dance,’ came in to gen- 
erally good notices and fine word-of- 
mouth last week and looks for profit- 
eble stay. Originally pencilled for a 
fortnight, the Ruth Chatterton show 
will go a month at the Harris. 

Will stick until the Katharine 
Cornell show, ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
comes into the theatre in November. 
Holding of “Tonight We Dance’ sends 
*White Steed,’ first of the American 
Theatre Society subscription shows, 
jnte the Erlanger, which relights Oct. 
33. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ pulled itself 
ghead of its opening week’s take and 
ii looks like it will gallop through 
at least five weeks at the Grand. 
Will stick until Nov. 6, when the 
full-length ‘Hamlet,’ with Maurice 


Evans, arrives. 

The John Barrymore show, ‘My | 
Dear Children,’ is rolling right along 
ai the Selwyn and indicates plenty 
of staying power now that the 
weather is on its side. ‘Leave It to 
Me’ comes into the 4,000-seat Audi- 
torium on Nov. 20. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Grand (2d 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Smashed ahead 
of initial week’s figure to climb to 
powerful $14,300. 

‘My Dear Children,” Selwyn (22d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Will easily pass 
the sixth-month mark here and may 
ge into 1940. Held again to excellent 
$11.000. 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ Harris (1st 
week) (1,000; $2.75). The general 
public comment has been solid. Re- 
funds on Thursday (12) due to Miss 
Chatterton’s illness held gross down, 
but still pulled highly encouraging 
$10,000 for getaway week. 


FAIR’S ‘R.R. PARADE’ 


GOES TO FIVE SHOWS 


‘Railroads on Parade,’ the spec- | hypoed attendance at the Fair. The | 


tacle performance at the World’s 
Fair backed by associated rail lines, 
has added a fifth performance which 


iwo weeks of the exposition. It was 


will probably be given for the final | Estimates for Last Week 


‘Mikado’ Swingy $5,000 
In L.A.; Operettas Okay 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 
_ Heat cut down Jegit grosses late 
in week, but takes were fairly satis- 
factory, ‘Mikado—in Swing’ moves 


out of the El Capitan end of this | 


week, with possible northern Cali- 
fornia road tour in sight. ‘The Merry 
Widow’ has one more week at Holly- 
wood Playhouse, making way (25) 
for Federal Music Project’s produc- 
tion of ‘Blossom Time.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mikado—in Swing,’ Capitan, 
Hollywood (2d week) (1,560; $1.65). 
Garnered satisfactory $5,000. One 
week to go. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse (3rd week) (1,130; $1.10). 
Holding comparatively strong for 
lucrative $3,500. Now in final stanza. 

‘Countess Maritza,’ Wilshire-Ebell 
(2d-final week) (1,294; $1.65). Wound 
up with okay $2,700. 


Fair Boom 


Ups ‘Cavalcade’ 
To Nifty $35,500 


San Francisco, Oct. 17. 
Fourth and final week of ‘Desert 
Son’ at Curran theatre last week 


drew poorest gross of its local date. | 


Unusually hot spell was the reason. 
What adversely hit ‘Desert Song’ 
helped the Fair’s outdoor ‘Cavalcade 


of the Golden West,’ which almost | 


trebled its take over the previous 
week. In its 34th week, the expo 
showpiece nabbed a terrific $35,500, 
just a couple of grand under the top 
biz done by ‘Cavalcade’ on Treasure 
Island. ‘Folies Bergere’ also 
helped by the warm weather, which 
Clifford C. Fischer 


show almost 


doubled its take over the preceding | 


week. 


(4th-final 
Sigmund Rom- 


‘Desert Song,’ Curran 
week) (1,770; $1.65). 


necessary to secure permission from | berg operetta got $9,000, beiow ex- 


Equity to give the added per- 
formance, because the regulations 
called for a limit of four times daily. 
Spec has been drawng excellently, 
wlthough it started comparatively 
light. 

‘Railroads’ is one of the few Fair 
aitractions which operate’ under 
Equity jurisdiction and there is a 
minimum of $50 weekly for members 
of the cast. Early in the summer 


players feared the attraction might | 


“ATS UPS ‘OUTWARD’ 


be called off, management admitting 

ft was in the red on the operation to 

the extent of more than $100,000. 
Actual cost of production will 


probably not be earned back, but the | 


roads figure the show as promotional 
in the interests of rail transportation. 
Night shows were discontinued some 
time ago and a material saving in 


operating costs was made thereby. 
However, the spec’s daily starting 
time was pushed back, first per- 


formance going on at 12:30. 


Wash. Pays $27,000 


did the two matinees, 


To See Hayes-‘Ladies’ 


Weshington, Oct. 17. - 
Helen Hayes’ hometown 
this burg’s only legiter for its sec- 


ond show of season and first of sev- | 


eral pre-Broadway bookings. Critics 
weren’t rapturous over play, but all 
Jabelled it good entertainment. Take 
considerably topped Lunt and Fon- 


tanne in ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ 
year’s opener. 
Current is Clare Boothe’s new 


“Margin For Error,’ with ‘Very Warm 

For May,’ 

musical, due next week. 
Estimate for Last week 


new Hammerstein-Kern | 


packed | 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ National 


(1,698; $3.30). First pre-Broadway 
booking of season and Helen Hayes 
in her hometown packed ’em in for 
#pproximately $27,000. 


Engagements 


Boyd Crawford, ‘Summer Night.’ 

Frederick Worlock, ‘The Woman 
Brown,’ 

George M. Cohan, ‘Madame Will! 
You Walk.’ 

Eeity Allen, 
Lady.’ 

Edward 
Error,’ 


‘DuBarry Was a 


Seattle Censor Row 


| pectations. 
TREASURE ISLAND 

‘Cavalcade of the Golden West,’ 
Cavalcade (34th week) (7,000; $1.10). 
After a sudden sinking spell, ‘Caval- 
cade’ took a terrific leap last week, 
now being back in top form. Last 
week's $35,500 was almost treble that 
of the previous stanza. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
forium (10th week) (3,300; 75c). Back 
in the real coin again at $21,500. 


TO $13,700 IN PHILL 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 

Philadelphia’s legit season still 
goes briskly along, but there's still a 
scarcity of bookings. 

‘Outward Bound,’ first American 
Theatre Society subscription offer- 
ing of 1939-40, got off to a nice start 
at the Locust Street theatre last 
week. Upstairs carried the brunt, as 
with $13,700 
total being 


achieved, subscription 


| about $4,000. Notices were generally 


good. 


| Last night (Monday), season’s first 
| musical here, ‘Leave It to Me,’ made 


its bow at the Forrest to a big house. 
Advance strong. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Outward Bound,’ Locust (1st 
week) (1,400: $2.85). Season’s first 


ATS subscription show did good biz. 
especially at matinees and upstairs; 
$13,700. 


Hits ‘Moulin,’ $8,500 


Seattle, Oct. 27. 
‘Moulin Rouge,’ with its hefty 
Frenchy flavor, especially in advance 
lads. wag eased out of the Civic Audi- 
torium by Mayor Langlie last week. 
So the show was moved to the Music 
Hall, Hamrick-Evergreen theatre. 
The major had complaints from 
church groups that the city property 
was being used for a ‘questionable 
gal show. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Moulin Kouge,’ Music Hall (2.000: 
$3.45). With Helen Morgan and Toby 
Wing as the headliners, three nights 
and a matinee did mediocre $8,500, 
with the censorship squabble, sur- 
prisingly. evidently being no help. 


McNamare, ‘Margin for | Saturday's (14) matinee was so poor 


j that Sunday’s was cancelled. 


was | 


“HAMLET? PRINCELY 
$19,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 17. 

Slowed a bit early in the week by 
extreme heat, Maurice Evans, in the 
full-length ‘Hamlet,’ succeeded, nev- 
ertheless, in whacking out a strong 
$19.000 at Ford's last week. 

Three-day booking of Edward 
Everett Horton in ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ at Ford’s, beginning Thurs- 
day (19), will be followed by pre- 
Broadway trial of Bonfils and 
Somnes production of Victor Wolf- 
son’s ‘Pastoral’ Oct. 23. Another 
new one, ‘Life With Father,’ by the 
late Clarence Day, will be unfolded 
the indie-booked Maryland Oct. 
| Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Hamlet,’ Ford’s (1,900: $2.75). Beat 
| the demoralizing heat of early part 
| of week with sellout of cheaper seats 
| and consistent interest in lower-fioor, 
'rosy $19,000. Extra heavy news- 
| paper interest in performance of 
| Maurice Evans. 


Road’ Okay $10,500 


| 


| In St. Louis Finale 


St. Louis, Oct. 17. 
“Tobacco Road’ finished okay two 
weeks run at the American, Satur- 
day, (14). Nice biz done boosted 


gross to more than $100,000 for the 
| nine weeks drama played here dur- 
| ing its five visits. 

| House dark currently but reopens 


Sunday (22) with Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne in ‘Taming of Shrew,’ 
first subscription play for Playgoers 
| of St. Louis, Inc. 

| Estimate For Last Week 

| ‘Tebacco Road; (American) (2nd 
week) (1.707: $1.50) Copped $10.500 
| for second week after swell initial 
week of $13,000. 


| Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 16) 
Colbourne - Jones (repertory )— 
| Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 

‘Desert Song’—Curran, San Fran- 
| cisco. 

| Eva Le Gallienne 
Adams, Newark, N. J. 


(repertory)— 


| ‘Farm of Three Echoes’ (Ethel 
Barrymore) — McCarter, Princeton 
(21). 

| ‘Golden Boy’ (Eric Linden)—Col- 
lege Auditorium, Fredericksburg, 
{Va. (16); Dominion, Charlottesville, 
'Va. (17): Academy of Music, Roa- 
inoke, Va. (18): Reynolds 
rium, Winston-Salem, N. C. (19); 
College Auditorium, Greensboro, 


|N. C. (20): Highschool Auditorium, | 


| Asheville, N. C. 
| ‘§ Married an Angel’ 
King) — Paramount, Toledo (16); 
Shea’s, Erie (17): Park, Youngstown 
(18): Hanna, Cleveland (19-21). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Wilbur, 
| Boston. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (William Gaxton, 


(21). 


Victor Moore, Sophie Tucker )—For- 
rest, Philadelphia. 
| Punt-Fentanne (repertory )—Audi- 


itorium, St. Paul (16); Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (17-18): Shrine Auditorium, 

Des Moines (19): Orpheum, Sioux 
City (20): Technical High School, 
Omaha (21). 

‘Mamba’'s Daughters’ (Ethel Wat- 
,ers)—Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Margin for Error’ (Bert Lytell)— 
| National, Washington. 

Maurice Evans (repertory )—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Nice Goin’’ (Mary Martin, Bert 
Wheeler)—Shubert, New Haven (19- 
21). 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katherine 
Cornell)—Shubert, New Haven (16- 
17): College Auditorium, 
Mass. (18): Erlanger, Buffalo (19-21). 

‘On Borrowed Time’ — Stanley, 


Utica (17): High School Auditorium, | 


Canton (19): 
Mars, Lafay- 


Palace, 
(20); 


i'Syracuse (18); 

Colonial, Akron 

lette, Ind. (21) 
‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, 


Florence Reed)—Locust, Philadel- 
phia. 

San Carlo Opera—-Auditorium, 
| Chicago. 


| ‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
| Everett Horton \—Ford's, Baltimore 
(19-21). 

‘The Time of Your Life’ 
Dowling )}-—-Plymouth, Boston. 


(Eddie 


‘Tobacco Road’—Davidson, Mil- 
waukee, 
‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chat- 


‘terton)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Very Warm for May’—Playhouse, 
| Wilmington (20-21). 
‘What a Life’ 


Paramount, Omsha (16-17); Grand, 
Topeka (18): Music Hall, Kansas 
Citv, Mo. (19-21). 


| ‘White Steed’—Cass, Detroit. 


Audito- | 


Worcester, | 


(Jackie Coogan)— | 


New, big money shows have ar- 
rived on Broadway, four heavy 
grossers out of town constituting the 
premieres of this and last week. All 
are quartered on 45th street. 

First of the new clicks is ‘Skylark,’ 
at the Morosco, which drew over 
/capacity following its midweek start. 
Takings for the first six perform- 
ances were $15,700, and the pace 
‘should approximate $20,000 weekly. 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
; which bowed in at the Music Box 
Monday (16), drew rave notices and 
looks like a sure thing. Ticket ad- 
vance on ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ 
which opened last night (Tuesday) at 
ithe Beck, is insurance of big coin. 
Rating of ‘Too Many Girls,’ which 
| opens tonight (Wednesday) at the| 
Imperial, tabs it a success possibility | 
also, 

| Business last week maintained the 
excellent pace that has brightened 
{the new season and attendances 
|should be further strengthened by 
visitors to the current motor car 
show. ‘Hellzapoppin’ keeps out in 
front of all. It grossed another $33,- 
'000, with an extra matinee on Co- 
lumbus Day. ‘Yokey Boy’ is the 
nearest contender, with ‘Streets of 
Paris’ and ‘Scandals’ flourishing, too. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ is getting all the 
house will hold, with ‘The Little 
| Foxes’ well up, also, though the new 
straight-show hits may develop a new 
leader in that division. 


‘Abe Lincoln,’ at $1 top, is close to 
capacity, and its stay is indefinite. 
Revival of ‘Three Sisters,’ at the 
Longacre, proved the first newcomer 


another show is booked into the 


house. 


Next week: ‘The Possessed,’ Lyce- 
jum; ‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth, 
‘and possibly ‘Time of Your Life.’ 
Booth. Another edition of ‘Pins and 
| Needles’ is also carded. 


Estimates for Last Week 


| ‘Abe Linceoin in Illinois,’ Adelphi 
(58d week) (D-1,434; $1.10). Has 
completed year’s run and looks set 

| through another autumn: climbed | 

further toward capacity last week; 

| $9,300 great at $1.10 top. 

| ‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter 

| (57th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 


|than last fall at this time: 


Garden 


) extra matinee (Columbus Day) and | 
again topped all with *3,000. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Beck (lst 
week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Presented by 


| Gilbert Miller: written by Ben Hecht | baffled press 
(Dennis | 


and Charles MacArthur, with Helen | 


that drew thumbs down recently, and | 


Bigger | final week) (1,227; $3.30). 
played |¢17500 for 


4 Newcomers Seen as B’way B.0.; 
Skylark Aimed for $20,000; ‘Dinner, 
‘Ladies’ and ‘Girls’ Rated Good Things 


continues; with standees, takings 
again around $30,000, 
ADDED 

‘Three Sisters,’ Longacre. Opened 


Saturday (14); revival of Chekhov 
drama drew doubtful press. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (98th 
week) (R-981; $1.65). Intention is to 
play through a third season; with 
new numbers added, unionist revue 
doing very well; $6,500 and over. 

‘Speak of the Devil,’ Bayes. 
Played another performance Satur- 
day (14) and sputtered out-again. 

‘They Knew What They Wanted,’ 
Empire. Held for a third week, 
though only skedded for two; busi- 
ness fair, but revival series can 
hardly remain here after end of 
month because new show booked in. 


Dinner Tasty 
$18,500 in Hub: 
Girls’ Big 186 


Boston, Oct. 17. 

Three shows moved out Saturday 
(14), leaving only ‘Time of Your 
Life’ and ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ 
‘Kiss Boys’ opened Monday (16) for 
two weeks. Three more come in 
Monday (23): Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ ‘Outward Bound’ and ‘Nice 
Goin,’ musical with Mary Martin, 
Bert Wheeler, Lee Dixon and Pert 
Kelton. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Too Many Girls,’ Shubert (2d-final 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Good doctoring 
on the book, a few production 
changes and an extra dance for Hal 
Leroy perked up this musical during 
the second week and biz boosted 
with it. Closed with big $18,000. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Colonial (3d-final week) (1,643; 
$2.75). Moved over from the Ply- 
mouth for finish frame and contin- 
ued its hit stride. Closing week $18,- 
500, topping preceding two. 

‘No Time for Comedy,” Wilbur (2d- 
Built to 
closing week against 
Topped all previ- 


strong opposition. 
ous week. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Plymouth (ist 
week) (1,480; $2.75). Greeted by 
and sour  word-of- 


mouth, this Saroyan opus attracted 


| Hayes and Philip Merivale starred; | jittle trade beyond the subscription 


record advance 
inight (Tuesday). 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | 

| Box (ist week) (C-1,01¢; $3.30). Pre- | 
sented by Sam H. Harris; written by | 
Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman; | 


sale; opened 


;another arrival with a heavy ada- | 
vance sale; came in from Boston 
highly touted; opened Monday (16): 
second night was sold out by 11 a.m. 
Tuesday. 


Seandals,” Alvin (8th week) (R- 
337; $4.40). More than holding its 
own and is figured to play well into 


the new season: credited with $27,000 


last week. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (4th 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Warm weather 
|} early last week had some unfavor- 


able effect at boxoffice, but new 
comedy again approached $12,000 
rol 
level. 


‘Skvlark,’ Morosco (lst week) (C- | 
941: $3.30). Off to fiving start: favor- 
able press; capacity all perform- | 
|ances; got $15,700 in five perferm- 
‘ances and should approximate $20,- | 


000 weekly pace. | 
‘Straw Hat Revue.” Ambassador 
(4th week) (R-1.156; $3.20). Getting 
its share of business, though not 
rated among the leaders; should do 


well enough: $13.6000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (18th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Has climbed 
fo capacity and is among musical | 
holdovers figured to play’ well 
through season: $28,500 
‘The Little Foxes,’ National 

week) (D-1,163: $3.30). Getting ex- 
cellent attendance and may play 
through the second season; rated 
| around $16.000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story.’ Shubert 
(30th week) (C-1,367:; $3.30). Lead- 
ing straight plays at $23,000; capacity | 
plus standees. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (306th 

Again there 


week) (D-1,107; $1.65), 
companies of long-run 


(36th 


are three 
| drama, two on the road; okay here 
| with better than $5,000. 

| *Yoo Many Girls,’ Imperial (1st 
week) (M-1.468; $4.40). Presented 
by George Abbott; book by George 
Marion, Jr.; score by Richard Rod- 
gers and Lorenz Hart: well regarded 
Boston; opens tonight (Wednes- 


dav). 
| *Yokel Boy.’ Majestic (16th week) 
'(R-1,107; $3.30). Great business 


| been 


| best 


last | jict of the American Theatre Society. 
| Around $10,000. 


‘STEED’ DOES $8,000 


CANTER IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. 
Pittsburgh has never particularly 
a town for plays like ‘White 


Steed,” and the first American The- 


|; atre Society show of season, despite 
| Broadway rep and N.Y. Critics Circle 


award for being best play by a for- 


| eign author last season, did just fair 
Nixon last week. 
| $5,000 was in the till from subscrip- 


Of that, almost 


tions sales before the curtain went 
up. Two seasons ago, Paul Vincent 
Carroll's other hit, ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance,’didn't even do as well, though 
that, too, won the crix award as 
play by a foreign author in 
1937-38. 


‘Steed’ duplicated its N.Y. notices 


| but bogged down badly on window 


sale. Maurice Evans’ full-length 
‘Hamlet's’ current and advance is 
disappointing. Cheaper seats have 


been going briskly but there’s little 
call for the expensive ducats. It'll 
be followed Monday (23) by second 
ATS offering, Ethel Barrymor’s new 
one, ‘Farm of Three Echoes.’ House 
booked solid through November, with 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ ‘Leave It To 
Me,’ ‘Outward Bound’ and ‘Abe Lin- 
coln’ following consecutively. 
Estimate fer Last Week 


‘White Steed,’ Nixon (2.100: $2.75) 
Praised by cricks and well-liked by 
those who went, but not enough 
went. Around $8,000. 


‘Angel’ $8,000, Buff 


Buffalo, Oct. 17. 
Buffalo gave its second legit booke 


ing of the season, ‘I Married An 
Angel,’ a warm reception for four 
performances (11-14) last week. 


| Musical did $8,000. 


House sold out every performance 
on all seats under $2.50. 


~ 
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52 VARIETY 


Equity Council Split On Agency 
Problem; Continuing Investigation 


Sharp differences of opinion over 
the casting problem have 
among 


agency 


arisen Equity’s councillors, 


with present indications that, if the 


percentage of commission is to be 
raised on a par with that for radio, 
pictures and night club engagements, 
it will take some time to come to an 


agreement. Committee which was 


assigned to the matter’ made its re- | 


port to the council, but the data was 
inconclusive and it was resolved that 
further investigation be made. 
Principal point at issue is whether 
to concede some form of higher fee 
to the casters, or to attempt a more 
rigid enforcement of the present 
rules which fix the rate of 5% for 
the average stage engagement. 
Agents say they cannot operate on 
that basis and proponents who seek 
to hike the rate frankly say the rule 
is unenforceable. Some actors in- 
sist that they do not pay additional 
commission, while others refuse to 
accept such claims as gospel and de- 


clare those who do not slip the agent 
10° are discriminated against. 


Trend of opinion appears to favor 
establishing graduated commissions 
along the lines of authors’ royalties. 
The more salary secured for the 
actor by the agent the higher the 
commission would be, with the limit 
at 10%. Known that if the commit- 
tee favors such a system, it will be 
firmly opposed by some of the asso- 
ciation’s officers, who may sway the 
deciding vote. 

Up to Members 

If the present licensing system is 
‘brought up to date,’ as intended by 
that segment of the council, which 
believes it out-moded, or if the com- 
missions are tilted, final action will 
be up to the membership. Should 
the council determine not to change 
the system, the matter is certain to 
be pressed at the next quarterly 
meeting, for those favoring a change 
are insistent that the setup is obso- 
lete. Pointed out that if the council 
approves a boost, it could not be 
formally put into effect without a 
majority vote of the members, other- 
wise an internal battle in the asso- 
ciation would likely be provoked. 

Those against revising the agency 
rules are of the opinion that the av- 
erage caster is able to secure enough 
commission from engagements other 
than legit to fully compensate them. 
Argued, too, that there are compara- 
tively few stage jobs in comparison 
to the other entertainment fields. 
Odd angle of the matter is that the 
agents are not sparking the campaign 
for the increase, unless they are 
working under cover. Active players 
themselves are known to favor the 
change, saying they believe that 
many members are paying more 
than 5%. 

Equity no longer will issue a ‘per- 
sonal representative’ permit, which 
has a management provision and 
which allows the agent to collect 
10% commission for the run of the 
play. In return, however, the agent 
must guarantee the actor at least 20 
weeks work per season, or pay him 
salary for that period. 


+ 
| 
| 
| other Kinsey 
Canton, O., Oct. 17. 
Betie Graf, third generation of the 
Kinsey family, famous in Ohio rep- 
ertoire circles for more than a half 
| century, made her debut in lead- 
| ing roles with her mother’s troupe, 
'the Madge Kinsey Players, which 
opened an indefinite run at the 
Grand Opera House here Oct. 8. 
Miss Graf is the granddaughter of 
Katherine Kinsey, of the original 
Kinsey troupe. She graduated from 
| high school last spring. 


COAST SEE 
HITS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 17. 

Peter Ermatinger, manager of the 
| Biltmore theatre here, announces 
| strong lineup of legits starting first 
_week in December. Opening Dec 4 
‘for two weeks, Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontaine present ‘The Taming 
| of the Shrew.’ 
| Opening Christmas day for two 
| weeks will be ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
| featuring Dennis King, Vivienne Se- 
|gal, Karen van Ryne and Bobby 
Arnst. 
| Booked to open Jan. 15 are Kath- 
/arine Cornell and Francis Lederer 
|in ‘No Time for Comedy,’ followed 
| by Raymond Massey in ‘Abe Lincoln 
‘in Illinois.’ Then possibly Tallulah 
| Bankhead in ‘The Little Foxes,’ sup- 
ported by Patricia Collinge and 
Frank Conroy, and after that ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ starring Kath- 
arine Hepburn. 

Gertrude Lawrence plans a Coast 
trip as soon as she concludes her 
| current engagement in ‘Skylark.’ 


Half-Mast Eouity Flag 


Equity’s flag was placed at half 
mast Friday (13) when its staff mem- 
ber, William Mohr, 45, died suddenly 
at his home in suburban New York 
as the result of a blood clot in his 
heart. He was Equity’s bonding sec- 
retary, handling all the cash and 
sureties guaranteeing salaries of 
players and return transportation. 
There was no sign of serious illness, 
although he partially collapsed in 
the Equity building several days pre- 
viously. 

Mohr was an attorney, but only 
occasionally acted in that capacity 
around Equity, which has a separate 
legal department. He was reticent 
and quiet spoken, being popular 
among his associates. The bonding 
department will be turned over to 
| Charles Mantia, whose duties include 
checking up on casting agents. 


Opera Co.’s Premiere 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 
The newly-formed Philadelphia 
LaScala Opera Co. opens its season 


| Nov. 2 at the Academy of Music| having likewise been nominated last 


here. 


‘Madame Butterfly, featuring! nelly. 


James Melton, is the initialer. 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Madame Will You Walk’— 
Playwrights. 
‘Swingin’ 
summer Night's 
Charell, Jean Rodney. 


‘The Outward Room'—Sidney 
| 


the Dream’ (‘Mid- 
Dream’ )—Erik 


Kingsley. 

‘Life With Father’—Oscar Ser- 
lin. 

‘Mornings at Seven’'—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘Dubarry Was a Lady’—B. G. 
De Sylva. 

‘Tower of Light’—Group The- 
atre. 

‘Sea Dogs’—Clarence Taylor. 

‘Pastoral’—Bonfils and Somnes. 

‘Key Largo’—Playwrights. 

‘The Possessed’—Chekhov The- 
atre. 

‘Summer 
Gensler. 

‘Farm of Three Echoes’—Hop- 
kins, Payne-Jennings. 


Night’ — Louis E. 


‘Very Warm for May’—Max 
Gordon. 

‘Nice Goin’’ — Laurence 
Schwab. 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (num- 
ber oné, road)—Playwrights. 


Court Restrains 
Stagehands In 
Cleve. Picketing 


Cleveland, Oct. 17. 

Stagehands’ three-year fight against 
Frederic McConnell’s Play House 
received a solar-plexus setback Sat- 
urday (14), when community the- 
atre won a temporary court order 
prohibiting union pickets or ‘unfair’ 
placards. 

Order was asked by 
trustees, who said that parade of 
sidewalk pickets for the last two 
weeks was hurting business. In- 
junction suit was filed two days after 
season’s opening, when the front 
entrance was mysteriously stench- 
bombed. Reward of $2,500 for any 
info leading to arrest of vandals is 


lay House should hire at least one 
'pro gripper, has denied any re- 


institution's | 


sponsibility for stench-bombing, or | 
for dynamite bomb which damaged 
house two years ago. Day after the 
smeller was thrown,  stagehands’ 
exec committee offered a similar re- 
ward of $1,000, agreed to limit} 
pickets to three and proposed arbi- 
tration of the dispute. Thomas L. 
Sidlo, prez of theatre, turned down 
offers made by John B. Fitzgerald, 
head of union, and William Finegan, 
business agent, saying he would let 
court settle it. 


Rice to Head Dramatists; 
Elmer Davis, Authors 


Elmer Rice has been nominated | 
for the presidency of the Dramatists 
Guild and will be elected at the an- 
nual meeting Nov. 7. He will suc- 
ceed Robert E. Sherwood. 

Elmer Davis is the prospective 
| president of the Authors League, 


He’ll succeed Mare Con- 
The election will be held a} 
few days aftes.the Guild poll. Both} 
|men were previously  vice-presi- | 
dents of their respective organiza- | 
tions. 


week. 


New Scripts 


Irving Elman has completed ‘Three 
Kisses,” which Frieda Fishbein is 
agenting. He also has two previous 
| works going the rounds, ‘Swing 
| Something Simple’ and ‘Burro 
| Alley,’ adapted from Edwin Corle’s 
novel, 
| Ben Simkhovitch, Rockefeller fel- 
| lowship winner, has written ‘Shadow 
| of the City.’ 
| Betty Smith, Rockefeller fellow- | 
| ship winner, has authored ‘Story | 
| Told in Illinois.’ 
| William Kerr has completed ‘With- 


| out Jury,’ a melodrama. Frieda 
| Fishbein has it. 
| Elizabeth Cooper and Whitford’! 


| Kane have written ‘Old Faithful.’ 

| The Joe Cunninghams (Joseph A. 
| and Esther M.) have collaborated on 
;}a comedy, ‘Try Anything Once.’ 


| George Abbott will get first look at 
it. 
.toonist turned Hollywood actor. 


Cunningham is a former car-| houses road companies and similar | 
| productions. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Although he said he would not review shows this season, Walter Win- 
chell was lured to Broadway by ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ which 
he lamped at the Music Box Monday (16). Mirror columnist and some- 
time critic now intends to cover at least some of the season's productions, 
including one or two more of the current week's premieres. 

Winchell sent in his resignation to the Critics Circle, with the comment 
that he would not see enough shows to pass judgment when the reviewers 
make their annual selection of the best play. Instead, he intends making 
a selection by himself. 

Critics have refused to admit Robert Rice, reviewer for the Morning 
Telegraph, to the Circle on the ground that his father, Elmer, is a play. 
wright. Whitney Bolton, formerly with the publication, was a member. 
He is now on the Coast. 


Characters in Samson Raphaelson’s ‘Skylark,’ which John Golden pre- 
sented at the Morosco, N. Y., last Wednesday (11), are not wholly fictional, 
being taken from people engaged in the advertising agency field. Author 
was similarly engaged before he entered the literati, but did not care for 
that vocation. 

‘Skylark,’ as a story, ran serially in the Saturday Evening Post last 
spring, Raphaelson dramatizing it after acceptance by the publication. 
There are some necessary deletions from the original story of the neglected 
wife. In the book she walks out and takes a job in Brooklyn. Stage ver- 
sion is played in one set, so that part of the yarn is skipped. 

For the first time in 12 years, the producer was in the premiere audi- 
ence. It has been Golden’s custom to be out-of-town on the opening nights 
of his plays, using long distance to find out the audience reaction from hig 
general manager, Dixie French. 


The Christian Science Monitor last week increased its coverage of 
Broadway stage and film news, adding an extra man to the New York 
staff for the purpose. John D. Beaufort, formerly of the Boston office, 
was transferred to the Broadway beat, where he'll cover selected legit 
and picture openings and news. Reviewing was previously done on assign- 
ment. 

Newark (N. J.) News also hypoed its show business coverage last week, 
adding Rowland Field to the staff to do legit reviews and a daily theatra 
news column. He began last Wednesday (11) with the ‘Skylark’ opening 
at the Morosco. Field formerly was dramatic critic for the Brooklyn 
Times and has since been a press agent, associated with Nat Dorfman, 
He'll temporarily continue the latter connection. 


George (Lefty) Miller appeared before Equity’s council Tuesday (17) 
seeking a concession on Sunday pay for one such performance at Brighton 
Beach, which he conducted on a stock basis until recently. It appears that 
he cancelled two night performances because of the Jewish New Year and 
then played both matinee and night shows on the following Sunday. 

Atractions had been playing Sabbath nights, for which an extra one- 
tenth salary was paid. Showman contended that because of the omitted 
night performances, he should not be called on to pay extra for the Sunday 
matinee, but Equity decided such is the requirement. Miller conducted the 
house in association with Leslie J. Spiller, but the latter withdrew after 
some backer trouble. House is now presenting Yiddish shows over the 
weekends. Salary dispute between Miller and Elaine Barrie was also de- 
cided against the manager. 


Alleging he was homesick for Broadway, Charlie Washburn walked out 


| as advance man for the Lunts after covering St. Louis and is back at the 


For William Mohr, 45 "Union, win demanded that 


International Casino. Sam Weller, who was agenting ‘Tonight We Dance’ 
in Chicago, took over Washburn’s assignment with ‘The Taming of The 
Shrew’. Then it was decided to hold ‘Tonight’ in Chi and Weller’s job 
went to Forrest Crosman. 

Washburn was ahead of the Lunts’ tour last season and when thev de- 
cided to keep on going this season to the Coast, instead of returning to 
New York during the fall, the p.a. just couldn't take two seasons out of 
town in a row. He is waiting around for a call to handle a Broadway 
attraction, but admits the phone hasn't rung yet. 


Unusual stunt was used during pre-premiere preparations of ‘Margin 
For Error’, the Clare Boothe anti-Nazi play which Aldrich & Myers 
opened at the McCarter theatre, Princeton, N. J., Saturday (14). Play is 
a one-setter, but instead of the scenery being placed in a New York house 
for final rehearsals, it was sent direct to the opening spot. 

Figured that by so doing a saving was made, since the usual double 
hauling was not required. However, the cast rehearsed in Princeton for 
several days and under Equity rules they received $5 per day for subsis- 
tance. While another item was clipped, that being the cost of a New 
York crew, there was a charge of $50 daily by the house management dur- 
ing the rehearsal period there. 


Midwest drama critics will journey to Indianapolis Oct. 30 for opening 


| of the Playwrights’ ‘Key Largo’ at the English there for a three-day stand, 


After Indianapolis show plays three days each in Columbus, Cleveland 
and Buffalo, and then goes to Boston for a fortnight before New York 

Harry Ford, who has been in Chicago five weeks in advance of ‘No Time 
for Comedy,’ goes ahead of ‘Largo.’ Bill Fields will come in three wecks 
ahead of Katharine Cornell show, which opens in Chicago at the Harris 
Nov. 6. 


William A. Brady made a brief visit to Hollywood for the purpose of 
securing Ina Claire for an untitled play he plans for presentation this 
season. Understood the actress will be seen on Broadway this year, 
probably in a show on the schedule of the Playwrights. 

Showman also sought to spot his daughter, Alice Brady, in ‘Black Nar- 
cissus’, but she prefers remaining on the coast. 


Geraldine Garrick, who has been writing for radio, has completed a 
melodrama entitled ‘Ringside For Heaven’. John Henry Lewis former 
light heavyweight boxing champ is slated for the lead, scenes being in @ 
Negro fighter’s training camp. Bernarr Macfadden is mentioned as inter- 
ested in the backing. 


Bide Dudley has resumed the radio reviewing of Broadway first nights 
at midnight, now broadcasting over WHN. Lucius Beebe, the air critic 
for WOR, made his debut Monday (16), when he commented on the 
premiere of ‘The Man Who Came To Dinner’, Music Box. 


+ 


K. C. AUD’S NEW MGR. | 


Kansas City, Oct. 17. 


Eugene Zachman resigns his post | 
as city manager here to take over | 
the post of manager of the city audi- | 
torium. Previously a $6,000 per year | 
job by city ordinance, rules were. 
changed to permit a $7,500 yearly | 
fee to Zachman, as he steps down | 
from a $12,000 post. He replaces | 
George Goldman, who held post for | 
some years and resigned last spring. | 

Zachman will hold Jimmy Nixon 
as manager of the Music Hall, which | 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Rogers for Gauvreau on Click 


Robert Rogers, on the staff of 
Click since its inception, is the new 


editor of the pic mag, succeeding | 


Emile Gauvreau. Latter, who has 
been editing both Click and Picture 
Parade, the Philadelphia Sunday In- 
quirer roto supplement, has given 
up his duties on the former because 
of the expansion of Picture Parade. 
Due to the war and the demand for 
more news pictures, Picture Parade 


goes to standard newspaper size with | 


next Sunday’s issue (22). 


Picture Parade was launched by | 


Gauvreau for the Sunday Inquirer 
jin tabloid form two years ago. He is 
a former editor of the N. Y. Daily 
Mirror. William Haggard, formerly 
managing editor of the Washington 
Post and more recently m.e. of the 
Rochester (N.L.) Democrat-Chroni- 
cle, has become N.Y. editor of Picture 
Parade. Headquartering at the ‘Philly 
main office of Click, Rogers will 
come to N. Y. every Friday for 
whatever pic stuff is available in the 
metropolis. 


Indicted in Conspiracy 


Sledge Medicus, Mobile, Ala., po- 
liceman, last week was indicted on 
charge of conspiracy to interfere 
with freedom of press. The Grand 
Jury also charged Allen E. Cameron, 
ex-bartender, with conspiracy to 
participate in an attack on Henry P. 
Ewald, ex-executive editor of the 
Mobile Press Register. District At- 
torney Francis H. Inge stated the 
attack stemmed from Ewald’s news- 
paper campaign against gambling. 
Prosecutor said Ewald was enticed 
to a house last February and beaten. 

Five persons, including Sam B. 
Powe, Mobile political figure, have 
been convicted in the case, a sixth 
is under indictment and. one has 
been acquitted. 


Stage Mag’s Liabilities 

Stage Magazine, which filed a 
bankruptcy petition in N. Y. federal 
court last week, has filed a schedule 
of assets and liabilities showing $13,- 
025 in assets and $880,842 in liabili- 
ties. Largest creditor is John Han- 
rahan, president of the company, 
who is owed $777,098. F-R Pub. Co. 
(The New Yorker) is owed $26,027: 
J. B. Lyon Co., $25,586: Powers Re- 
production Corp., $6,492; Conde Nast 
Pubs., $3,226; Cracker Burbank Pa- 
pers, $14,800. The petition § also 
lists 39,000 subscribers, who may 
be creditors. 

Listed as officers or stockholders 
besides Hanrahan are Anne Bennett, 


secretary; Warren Munsell, and Max- | 


ine Livingston. 
Assets are composed of accounts 


receivable, office furniture and fix- | 


tures. 
New French, Spanish Papers 
Heightened interest in France as a 


result of the war has prompted Louis | 
Poujade and Marie Manthey to get! 
out a new French-language paper in | 
the U. S. Will call their publication | 


La Voix De France, with Poujade 
editing. Publication office is in N. Y. 

Pair additionally formulating plans 
for a Spanish-language paper in N. 
Y., figuring new opportunities for 
American trade in Central and South 
America will make it worthwhile. 
No name for that one as yet. French 
languager will be monthly: policy of 
the other hasn't been determined as 
vet. 

Costain’s Switch te Doubleday 

After 14 years as chief associate 


editor of the Satevepost, Thomas B. | 


Costain has quit to join Doubleday, 
Doran in N. Y., as editorial advisor. 
It’s understood he will assume most 
of the duties formerly handled by 


Harry E. Maule, who recently left | 


D-D after a long association with 
that firm. 
While with the Satevepost, Costain 


Yaunched the careers of many pres- | 


ent-day topnotch scribblers, includ- 
ing Charles Francis Coe, John P. 
Marquand, Earl Derr Biggers and 


Thomas MecMorrow, He will aiso 
scout for promising literary per- 
sonalities for D-D. 
Scully Miffs the Guv 
Political feud between California’s 


Governor Olson and Frank Scully, | 
Institutions, | 


secretary of State 
reached an impasse when the for- 
mer VARIETY mugg refused to be 


shifted from his current four-year | 


appointment to a post in the State 
pert. of Immigration and Housing. 
cully declared the switch would 
throw another man out of a job. 

Feud started with a clash ¢f opin- 
ions between Scully and Dr. Aaron 
Rosanoff, director of the institutions 
department. 


Waithman Heads AFPC 


| 
| 


Quick Change 


News accounts of assignment 
of American correspondents with 
British fighting forces, attired in 
uniforms similar to those worn 
by British officers, failed to ex- 
plain why original insignia, 
‘WC’ (for War Correspondent), 
was modified at the last min- 
ute to simply ‘C’ (for Corre- 


spondent). 

‘WC’ is common British desig- 
nation for ‘water closet’ Uava- 
| tory in the U.S.). 


/man, N. Y. correspondent for the 
| London News Chronicle. 
| Other new officers are Count 
Raoul de Roussy de Sales, chief cor- 
respondent of the Paris Soir, and 
A. Caprile, of the Buenos Aires La 


| Nacion, v.ps; Alan A. Thrower, 
Reuter’s Agency, secretary and 
treasurer; Andrew Peron, Havas 


Agency, assistant sec.; Lawrence de 
Neufuille, Reuter’s, membership sec., 
,and Frank Tinsley, Reuter’s, press 
| sec. 


$118,000 Suit Vs. Kelland 


Frances Rell Royce has filed 
N. Y. supreme court action against 
Clarence Budington 
$118,000, claiming the author breach- 
ed an employment contract. The 
plaintiff alleges being hired Dec. 31 
1936, on a 10-year contract to help 
Kelland in preparing and revising 
material, as a literary associate. She 
was to receive $12,000 vearly. 

The contract was breached Feb. 
28, 1937, is the claim. 


Speidel’s Reno Monopoly 
A month after his purchase of the 
Reno (Nev.) Evening Gazette, Mer- 
ritt C. Speidel has acouired the Ne- 
vada State Journal, only other paper 


| of the daily Nov. 1. 


| Reno's oldest newspaper, thr Jour- 


inal, had been published for years 
| by McHenry Tichenor. 
| Donald will become editor of the 
| Journal when it passes to Speidel. 


What the Stars Eat 
| Picture players Rex 


Lease and 


| Kenneth Harian have compiled book | 


te 
stars, | 


recipes of film 
Angeles 


of favorite 
which Lymanhouse, Los 
| title of ‘What Aciors Eat—Whlv¥en 
They Eat.’ 

Foreword by Anita Loos, 

New Ghie Daily 

The Zanesville (O.) News will 
make its first 
| (22). The News will be published 
on a seven-day basis. 

Owner is Earl J. Jones, one of the 
largest coal operators in state. UP 
wire service will be used. 


| 


NEW PERIODICAL 
Varsity Life, mag with college 
background, being prepared’ by 
| Charles J. Harris, who also will edit. 
He publishes a number of other pe- 
riodicals in the same field. 


Demobilize Stars 


Continued from page 1 


Duel,” ‘Angelica,’ ‘Sixieme Etage’ and 
\*Tourelle Trois.’ 


Removal of the 3 p.m. closing limit | 


' for cinemas, Jegit theatres and va- 
‘riety houses has been put into effect. 
The new limit is 11 p.m. Lift in the 
closing time of the niteries is ex- 
pected imminently. 


Showmen Mobilized 
Paris, Oct. 3. 

Everyone in the French cinema 
world seems to be in the army. 

Jean Gabin, who starred in ‘La 
Illusion,” is a marine at 
Cherbourg. Pierre Blanchard is an 
infantry officer. Albert Prejean, a 
pilot in the last war, has resumed 


| Grande 


his place in the air force, 
| Comedians Aimos and Raymond 
| Cordy are chauffeurs in the supply 
| service. Charles Boyer, expected to 
be excused from mobilization, was 
called this week and is at Agen. 
Bernard Lancret is an artillery- 
Gilbert Gil is in the anti-air 


| man. 
| defense. Charles Trenei, the ‘sing- 


ing fool,* has been recalled. Rene 
Dary and Paul Cambe have been 
engaged but not called as yet. Fera- 
mus, who starred in silent film days. 
is an officer pilot in a squadron of 
chasers. 

Director Jean Renoir has 
convoked by the cinema division of 
the Bureau of Information. Edouard 
Bourdet, director of the Comedie 
|Francaise and author, who fought 


New prez of the Association of | ihe much-publicized duel with play- 
Foreign Press Correspondents of the | wright Henry Bernstein last year, is 
United States is Robert C. H. Waith-,a captain in the army. 


Kelland for | 


published in Reno. Takes possession | 


Joseph Mc- | 


book publisher, is issuing under the | 


appearance Sunday | 


been | 


Bishep Leses Libel Suit 

Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard 
in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) dismissed 
/the $30,000 libel action of Bishop 
| James Cannon, Jr., against Time, 
| Ine., which charged libel in the May 
| 13, 1938, issue of Life. 
_ Since the action was not filed un- 
| til May 15, 1939, the one-year laches 
|law had passed, and the judge dis- 
| missed the action. Cannon had 


_charged the article accused him of | 


bing bigoted. 


LITERATI OBITS 


n€wspaperwoman and wife of James 
M. Kahn, sportswriter for the New 
York Sun, died Oct. 10 in New York. 
Contributed regularly to the maga- 
zine section of the old N. Y. Sunday 
World and also wrote for other 
papers. 


mer mag editor and author of a 
number of books, died Oct. 8 of a 
heart attack on a train going from 
|N. Y. to Washington. D. C. For- 
'merly editor of The World Tomor- 
| row, he collabed with F. C. Hanighen 
|;on ‘Merchants of Death,’ and also 
| wrote ‘Revolt Against War’ and ‘A 
| Job for Christians.’ Last-named was 


aia work on how to combat anti- 


Semitism. 

| John J. Hessian, 59, prez of the 
| Country Life Press and prominent in 
| publishing since the start of the cen- 


*| tury, died Oct. 11 in N. Y. Joined 
| the old Doubleday-Page in 1907, later | 
| becoming exec v.p. of Doubleday, | 


| Doran. Became head of Country Life 
| Press when it separated from D-D 
| two years ago. 

| Russell R. Whitman, 70, former 
| publisher of the Boston American, 
| Atlanta Georgian and the old N. Y. 
Commercial, died Thursday (12) in 
Atlanta. He began his newspaper 
career in 1894 as a reporter on the 
Kansas City World. 


CHATTER 


Owen Taylor. 

Stanley Young has joined the Har- 
court, Brace editorial staff. 

Daughter to the James Warner 
Bellahs. He's the Satevepost author. 

‘Delilah of the ink-pot’ is John 
' Chamberlain's new characterization 
of Dorothy Thompson. 

Haran Logan, publisher of the de- 
funct Scribner’s Magazine, has con- 
nected with Look, the pic mag. 

Henry A. Marsh and John S. Sloan 
taking over a mag under the name 
of the R. S. M. Publishing Co. 

Claude Houghton, whose novel, 
‘Hudson Rejoins the Herd,’ has just 
been published, is really 
| Houghton Oldfield. 

Frederick Lewis Allen, associate 
editor of Harper's 
written a sequel to his ‘Only Yester- 
day,’ which he will call ‘Since 
Yesterday.’ 

Anna Jane Phillips. sole femme 
newshawk on Pittsburgh 


cles on her tour of India year ago 
with Margaret Sanger. 

Henry Seidel Canby, Laura Krey, 
Ben Ames Williams and Richard 
Matthews Hallet among the littera- 
teurs going to Boston for the Book 
Fair opening there Monday (23). 

Frazier Hunt, the book writer and 
war correspondent, had a number of 
Indian chiefs as guests when his son, 
Robert Hunt, wed Katherine Mid- 
, dleton at the elder Hunt's ranch in 
| Canada. 

Cy Hungerford, Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette cartoonist, whose political 


satires have been widely reprinted, 


has an exhibition of 50 of his se- 
lected works on display at Gilles- 
pie’s, Pittsburgh’s swankiest art gal- 
lery. 

Duncan Aikman. who contribs to 
the N. Y. Times, and Blair Bolles, 
who writes for the Washington Star, 
have written at top speed ‘America’s 
Chance of Peace,’ publication of 
which is being hurried by Double- 
dav, Doran. 

Judge M. A. Musmanno, of Pitts- 
burgh and the Allegheny county 
common pleas bench, who 
thored the Paul Muni picture of the 
coal mines, ‘Black Fury,’ has just 
had a book published on the Sacco- 
Vanzetti case. It’s called ‘After 12 
Ye ifs.’ 

Eighth annual meeting of the As- 
sociated Press Managing Editors As- 
sociation, held in N. Y., closed Sat- 
urday (14), three-day confab seeing 
C. G. Wellington, of the Kansas City 
Times-Star, formerly vice-chairman, 
Seing elected chairman of the asso- 
ciation. 

Hubert Earle, 21-year-old son of 
former Governor George H. Earle of 
Pennsylvania, who worked in the 
Polish Embassy last summer, is writ- 
ing a book, ‘Blackout,’ on his ex- 
| periences in Warsaw just prior to 
| the war in collaboration with John 
L. Sullivan. Book will be published 
i by Josenoh W. Lippincott & Co, 


CO-aul- 


Phyllis Carolyn Kahn, 43, former | 


Helmuth C. Engelbrecht, 44, for- | 


Liberty Publishing Co. formed by | 


Clauda | 


Magazine. has | 


Post-Ga- | 
zeite, preparing series of mag arti- 


Says he, ‘Children and dogs. Sym- 
bols of affection. They both bring 
| happiness to the home. Thrivo gives 
|a dog happiness, because it is the 
' only dog food that is guaranteed to 
| contain less than 3% starch.’ 

As for the Moylan Sisters, Mary 
| Anne and Peggy Joanne, they sound 
quite cute. One of them has a voice 
of precocious vibrancy, while the 
other projects a soprano of clarity 
and flexibility. The pair first start- 
|} ed to attract attention on the Horn 
& Hardart Children’s 


| they’re still on this program, WEAF, 
N. Y., Sunday mornings. For 
Thrivo’s opening installment the. 


youngsters split their 


| with the Mandolin.’ Odec. 


QUICKSILVER 
| With Ransom Sherman, Bob Brown 
Mins. 
| LEWIS-HOWE 
| Wednesday, 8:36 p.m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 
(Kastor) 

Sidewalk vox-pop type of quiz 
show, originating from Chicago, re- 
turned to the air last Wednesday (11) 
|after a summer layoff. 


_weeks are sustaining, after which it 
| will again be bankrolled by Lewis- 
| Howe (Tums). 
/up as a pretty good bet toward broad 
| appeal for the type of product. 

Idea of the show is to park a mike 
in a busy public spot (lobby of the 
| Hotel Sherman, Chicago, was used 
| for the stanza caught) and grab peo- 

ple from the crowd to answer rid- 
| Those sending in acceptable 
| riddles receive $5, while people who 
| try to answer get $1 in silver if they 
| can’t guess the answer in 10 seconds, 
'or $5 or more if they succeed in do- 
| ing so. Each time anyone misses the 
the succeeding entry. When heard, 
the accumulated amount on one oc- 
casion reached $29. 

Riddles are, of course, on the sim- 
ple but tricky side. Usually the an- 
iswer is a pun. That part is okay, 

for the intention is obviously for 
| broad appeal and for not too diffi- 

cult questions. 


| try hard, keeping up a steady line of 
small talk and chuckles. But it 
sometimes lacks the enlivening touch 
| of authentic geniality. Maybe they're 
trying too hard. Anyway, the show 
| grows somewhat weary 
| finally plods under the wire. 


| 25 program, which is incidentally 
| when the sponsor takes over. Some- 
| thing or other to plug the nrroduct 
seems indicated. Hobe. 

| ‘HOUSE PARTY’ 

with Jack Sherman’s orchestra (20). 

The Men of Note, Three Cats and 

a Canary 
306 Mins.—Regional 
DR. PEPPER BOTTLING CO. 
Saturday, 6:30 P.M. 

WOAT, Dixie, San Antonio 

(Tracy-Locke-Dawson) 

With a special regional network of 
27 stations comprising NBC and CBS 
outlets (originating from Dallas) 
this is both in hook-up and in pro- 
duction a memorable accomplish- 
ment in southern radio. Program is 
fast moving and has plenty of pep 
and variety. 

One bad point—but bad—is the 
commercial policy. Announcements 
are by far too many and too in- 
sistent. 

Program opened with entire com- 
pany singing and playing ‘Apple For 
the Teacher.’ This was followed by 
a spiel by Cecil Hale. A good combo 
of voices known as the ‘Men of Note’ 
followed with a nice rendition of ‘Oh 
You Crazy Moon.’ Orchestra fol- 
lowed with Jack Sherman arrange- 
ment of the old standby ‘Song of In- 
dia,’ which was fair. 

A specialty of House Party allows 
each of the 27 members of the web 
to contribute a five-minute local cut- 
in recitation of local football results 
‘National games also reported). In 
San Antonio the cut-in announcer 
for sports was Pat Flahertv. There 
was also a dealer commercial in this 
spot Second half of program in- 
cluded a song, very zippy, by the 
‘Three Cats and a Canary.’ A male 
singer whose name was not caught. 
ang a nice arrangement of ‘Over the 
Rainbow.” Program closed with or- 
chesira playing ‘In an 18th Century 
Drawing Room’ thence special song 
by the entire company inviting list- 
eners to tune in next week closed 
the show. Andy. 
‘BEYOND REASONABLE DOUBT’ 
With Nick Dawson, Arlene Harris, 

David Koss 
Dramatic Serial 
DUNCAN COFFEE CO. 

M-W-F, 8:30 a.m. 
| WOAT, San Antonie 

Duncan Coffee Co. sponsors re- 
gionally this transcribed 
cleared through the Associated Mu- 
|sic Publishers, New York. Program 
iis a bit different from most serials in 
that Nick Dawson, who plays the role 
of Stephan Moore, explains the pre- 
|ceding chapter and leads right into 
| the oresent dramatic bit. 


Chapter caught dealt with a mur- ' 


efforts be- | 
| tween ‘The Rosary’ and ‘The Man) 


First two! 


As before, it stackc | 


answer the remaining $4 piles up for | 


Ransom Sherman and Bob Howe | 


before it | 


Announced that there will be a’ 
‘star’ riddle, paving $10, on the Oct. | 


series | 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 24 


der being committed and the girl 
suspect finding her way to Dawson's 
apartment, where she is trailed by 
the police. Being a criminal lawyer 
and himself suspected by the police 
of shady dealings, Dawson tries to 
show the police that the girl is not 
guilty, when he goes into the room 
where she is hid. The group finds 
that she has skipped via the dumb- 
waiter, which, of course, puts Daw- 
son ‘on the spot’ of helping a mur- 


Hour and}! 


derer to escape. Audu, 

‘MUSICO’ 

| With Bill Anson, Jess Kirkpatrick, 
Orchestra 


30 Mins.—Local 
NATIONAL TEA STORES 
Fridays; 8 p.m. 
WGN, Chicago 

(Kastor) 

Musical question and answer ope- 
rated somewhat like the old carny 
corn game and modern bingo. In 
order to play listener must get card 
'at the National store. Card is blocked 
off in squares, each square printed 
with the name of a song. During 
the ether show, the orchestra plays 
a series of songs. Listener checks off 
each song he recognizes, should the 
name of the song be printed in any 
of the squares on the card. As soon 
|as listener has checked off a string 
of squares across the card, he must 
phone a central office. Listener the 
first to phone in, is acclaimed as win- 
ner of the prize. There are four 
rows of squares, and the usual set-up 
gives money prizes on each of two 
rows and grocery prizes to every- 
| body filling one of the two other 
| rows. 

This has all the attraction of lotto 
;and bingo and gives all listeners 
| chance to participate instead of re- 
| stricting the competition to only 
those at the microphone. It has a 
merchandizing hook in that the lis- 
| tener must first go into the National 
stores to pick up a card before the 
game can be played. Since the card 
is free, it’s asserted there is no ques- 
| tion of lottery, and in addition, ii is 
| strictly a game of skill. 

Anson and Fitzpatrick handle the 
little spieling and m.c.ing job which 
is necessary. Gold, 


ED McCONNELL 
Gospel Singer 
| 15 Mins. 
PURITY BAKING CO. 
Daily, 4:45 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Campbell-Mithun) 

One of the veterans of radio, Ed 
McConnell, mines the rich veins of 
American sentiment among. those 
who are white-haired, churchy, rural 
and simple. He has a disarming 

| stvle that has been analyzed in these 
columns on previous occasions and 
for other sponsors. This show dif- 
fers only that he sticks to hymns and 
is necessarily serious in comment, 
with none of the semi-light home- 
folksy gab he could more appropri- 
ately introduce in a framework not 

| devoted to ecclesiastical music alone. 

| Aiming at a selective audience. the 

' program will no doubt do well. Mc- 
Connell puts it on a pergonal basis. 
Even while telling his listeners this 
is one program that will not ‘be 

{cluttered up with long-winded ad- 
vertising,” he is sledge-hammering 
the important thought—no checkee— 
no hymnee. ‘My friends who love 
me will support me by buying Tasty 
Bread,’ he announces he told his 
sponsor, who gave him on that as- 
sumption—as well a sponsor might— 
carte blanche to conduct the services 
as he sees fit. 

McConnell has a good Epworth 
League baritone and a down-home 
rhetorical sloppiness. It’s ‘you-all’ 
or ‘ya’ and no fuss. In fact, this is 
about the most calculatedly unpre- 
tentious program of the season. Mc- 
Connell is probably the most humble 
man in America, making $100,000, or 
better, a year. Land. 
ERSKINE BUTTERFIELD 
Sengs, Piane 
15 Mins.—Local 
Saturday, 9:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 

Butterfield combines excellent 
pianology with a good voice and 
different and interesting treatment 
of popular tunes. His key work is 
not as heavily flavored with Negroid 
style as some of his contemporaries. 
rather riding a line between white 
and colored methods. 

Mixes his tunes neatly for good 
balance and when caught used a 
novel arrangement on ‘Well Aliright’ 
that was a relief from heretofore 
stereotyped pennings of it. Vocals 
are smooth and clearly delivered. 


FRANK NOVAK’S ORCHESTRA (®) 
With The Stardusters (May McKim, 
Curt Purnel, Dick Wylder, Glen 
Galyon), Ed Herlihy 
20 Mins.-—Local 
CHICLETS 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 
(Badger, .Browning & Herveu) 
A local program to ballvhoo Chic- 
jlets (a gum) employs a nine-piece 
| orchestra, a quartet and a girl singer, 
The results are okay. It’s mosily 
lively music, familiar numbers. Oc- 
| casionally loudish, like some gum- 
| chewing. 
John Bates puts it together. Land. 
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Broadway 


Sid Grauman in town. 

Panhandlers annoying first night- 
ers again. 

Andy Smiths expectant parents 
for first time. 

Eddie Cook back with ‘Skylark’, 
Bob Reud the agent. 

Juies Levy has taken an office cf 
his own in Radio City. 

Brod Crawford visiting for few 
days, then back to Coast. 

Will Gordon's wife, Mildred, out of 
hospital after major operation. 

E. J. Stutz, Chicago exhibitor, in 
town last week on product deals. 

Hope Lawder back to Saratoga, in- 
tent on streamlining her figure. 

Morris Loewenstein, MPTOA lead- 
er from Oklahoma City, in town. 

Nick Holde resigned as_ general 
manager of ‘Crystal Lassies’ at Fair. 

Henry Kolker back to the Coast 
after month's vacation in New York. 

Phoney report around that Rags 
Ragland was snuffed out in auto ac- 
cident. 

Tossup whether ‘Too Many Girls’ 
fs a trailer for Cantor or Papa 
Dionne. 

Bill Gossner of Metro has moved 
away up in the country to Lake 
Peekskill. 

Murray Silverstone back after two 
weeks huddling with producers on 
the Coast. 

Louis Notarius, theatre contract 
executive at Paramount studios, due 
east shortly. 

Al Wilkie on fast trip to Miami to 
confer with Max Fleischer on ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels.’ 

Irving Fleischer, who runs the 
Warner h.o. restaurant, seriously ill 
in French hosp. 

Ernest Schoedsack, director, ac- 
companied by his wife, in town from 
the Coast on a vacation. 

W. R. Ferguson, Metro’s exploita- 
tion chief, on an extended swing 
through the middlewest. 

Teddy Bergman, radio comic, Is 
now Alan Reed, due to increasing 
heavier radio drama dates. 

Phil Baker’s parents celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary 
Sunday night (15) in the Bronx. 

Maurice Freedman, artist on RKO 
h. o. staff, has 17 of his paintings on 
exhibition at the Midtown Galleries. 

Gene Autry to Dallas tomorrow 
(Thursday) to guest at the 25th anni 
of the founding of Robb & Rowley’s 
circuit. 

Bob Adams (Two Bobs) became 
British subject after long sojourn 
abroad, where he owns a pub in 
Maidenhead. 

Vincent Sardi, the restarauteur, ill 
with appendicitis at his home at Man- 
hasset, L. I. No decision yet regard- 
ing an operation. 

Execs and department heads 
tossed a surpr'se lunch to W. G. Van 
Schmus on his birthday, presenting 
him with a pooch. 

Bob Christenberry, Hotel Astor 
v.p. and g.m., taking it easy because 
of kidney ailment, but will be back 
on the job in coupnla weeks. 

Monica McCall, who resigned a 
couple weeks ago from Curtis Brown 


- agency, where she handled film and 


legit rights, opened her own office 
Monday (16). 

Oliver Saylor, p.a. for ‘The Pos- 
sessed’, Allen Schnebbe company 


*" manager, Harry Benson house man- 
- ager of Lyceum, with Hughie Mc- 


Auley treasurer. 

Latest on Ed Sullivan and John 
Chapman swapping jobs east and 
west is that both are stuck with 
leases on their houses, so it’s status 
quo now until spring. 

Among nitery casualties: Miami 
Catering Corp., East 58th street, op- 
erating Mother Kelly’s Miami Room, 
only recently opened; and the Bos- 
porus, West 52d street restaurant. 

Leo Spitz, Major Albert Warner, 
Joe Schenck, Sam Dembow, Jules 
Levy. Joe Lee (20th-Fox) and Joe 
Seider among those trying to knock 
over the ponies at the Jamaica track 
Saturdav (14). 

Tom Waller, Par publicist, planed 
to Miami with syndicate men to visit 
Fleischer studios where ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels,’ cartoon feature, was made. 
Next to Detroit with another group 
for ‘Disputed Passage’ opening. 

Sheila Barrett commuting between 
LeRoy s®natorium and the Ambassa- 
dor hotel. where she opens tomorrow 
night (Thursday), due to nervous 
jitters following an auto accident. 
Piece of her right thumb had to be 
amputated. 


Rome 


Local dance spots still dark. 

Eugenia Zareska ma‘ing a film at 
Cinecitta. 

French films continue to domi- 
nate foreign showings. 

Films in outlying towns being 
shown for as low as 2c. 

Quatro Fontanne, legit showcase, 
has opened for the winter. 

Awarding of Venice Film Biennial 
prizes indefinitely postponed. 

Achille Maresca rounding ‘6 a 
unit to include two Hungarian bal- 


lets. 
Another Spanish-Itclian film, ‘Tl 


Segret dell’ (‘Inviolable’), is under- 
way here. ; 

Jole Naghel preparing a winter 
spectacle to include dancers Dolores 
and Consuelita. 

Assia de Busny in from France to 
take lead in homeland film directed 
by Walter Mocci. 

Spanish actor Rafael Rivelles in 
to make ‘II Peccato di Santa Rogelia’ 
(The Sin of St. Rogelia’). 

Quirinetta, showcase for French 
films, in the native tongue, reopen- 
ing with ‘Club des Femmes.’ 

Maria Gardena, Atesia Film's 
newest discovery, set to star in ‘Ho 
Visto Brillare una S’:lla’ (I Saw a 
Shining Star’). 

Free skating lessons for kids an 
added attraction at the Villagio Bal- 
neare, which is suffering from a pre- 
mature winter. 

First comedy to be televised in 
Italy, ‘I Pericoli dell’ascensore’ (‘The 
Dangers of an Elevator’), starring 
Marcello Giorda and directed by 
Luigi Maggi, presented at the Vil- 
lagio Balneare. 

Bernini, de luxe filmery, reopened. 

The Valle reopened with revue 
featuring Toto, the comic. 


After a brief turn at the Circus 
Maximus, the Pedigrotta revue is at 
the Brancaccia. 

Little evidence of war in Luce 
(newsreel) releases. 

Villagio Balnearec closed for re- 
pairs. It’s being made over into 
winter amusement spot. 

Town’s biggest legit, the Argentina, 
reopened with the Margit Lanszy-A. 
Ninchi company. 

Ccuncil of ministers studying new 
film law proposals. 


London 


Income tax authorities paging 
Louise Rainer. 


Florence Desmond ill in a provin- 
cial nursing home. 


Tom Arnold lining up tab show 
for the provinces. 

Jeffrey Bernerd, Jr., 
Army Service Corps. 

‘Gate Theatre Revue’ reorening at 
the Ambassadors theatre. 

George Polatschik, father of Eddy 
and Marion Pola, died unexpectedly. 

Columbia’s ‘Golden Boy’ has been 
booked for entire Associated British 
circuit. 

Pamela, daughter of Herbert Wil- 
cox, married to Patrick Moran, of 
the Irish Rifles. 

Interior fittings of the Gaiety the- 
atre have been auctioned. Orchestra 
seats sold for 30c apiece. 

Mrs. Roscoe Goldin thinking of 
taking over her late husband’s entire 
magic show to tour America. 

Teddie St. Denis, femme star of 
‘Me and My Girl,’ which has re- 
opened at Victoria Palace, has wed 
Clinton Holme, a pilot in the Royal 
Air Force. 

Sir Thomas Beecham has decided 
not to take a year’s rest from music, 
as he announced. He returns to con- 
cert with the London Philharmonic 
for the coming season. 

Embassy theatre, newest conti- 
nental film spot, opened ‘L’Homme 
du Jour,’ revival, starring Maurice 
Chevalier, instead of new film, ‘Para- 
dis Perdu’ (‘Paradise Lost’). 

Patsy Knox, daughter of Betty 


in Royal 
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Equity is considered likely, al- 
though some believe that the actors’ 
support is necessary. Brokers who 
are watching the proceedings be- 
tween the League and Equity are 
expected to listen to proposals that 
they police the agencies themselves 
and reduce the number of tickets 
sold in excess of 75c premium to a 
minimum. 


In explanation of the failure to 
punish managers and agents after 
ticket abuses were discerned, League 
people said it was not the idea to 
bear down on ‘first offenders.” With 
Broadway booming, it is likely that 
more tickets are being sold at excess 
premiums than usual at this time. 
Agencies still claim, however, that 
the large majority of tickets handled 
by them are sold at the regular rates. 
Some point out that many playgoers 
are buying direct at the boxoffices, 
steady lines in the lobbies indicating 
this to be correct. Showmen who 
have no particular yen in favor of 
brokers believe that a percentage of 
those in the lines are digging tickets 
for resale at high prices. 


League’s Election 


League at its annual meeting Mon- 
day (16) elected virtually the same 
officers and board. e-named were 
Marcus Heiman, president; Brock 
Pemberton and Lee Shubert, v.p’s.; 


Gilbert Miller, treasurer; Herman 
Shumlin, secretary. 
Board: Max Gordon, Lawrence 


Langner, Rowland Stebbins, L. Law- 


rence Weber, Dwight Deere Wiman, 
Sam. H. Harris, Martin Beck, Lester 
Meyer and Harry G. Sommers. Lat- 
a replaces Sam H. Grisman, 


Plays Out of Town 
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who gets cold feet and runs, after the 
prof, while potted, attempts to mop 
up on him. He reads his letter, too. 
Opposition collapses when trustees 
admit they never read it and find 
how harmless it is. 

Play is a nifty job of writing. gags 
and situations following rapidly to 
maintain a high tempo. The Thur- 
ber hand shows in a drunk scene 
between Nugent and Robert Scott, 
juve lead, who carry on an intoxicat- 
ed, but classical, conversation, Nu- 
gent attempting to explain what goes 
on by using animals and penguins as 
illustrations. Penguins are a Thur- 
ber weakness. 

Young Scott is a standout as the 
free-thinking editor of the college 
mag whose editorials bring the ‘red 
crisis’ to a head, and get him sus- 
vended. Ivan Simpson does lots with 
his chore as a musty dean who sup- 
ports Nugent’s stand. Leon Ames 
works hard as the football-mad ex- 
boy friend, and clicks solidly, as does 
J. C. Nugent, who plays the flag- 
waving money-bag who wants the 
prof ousted. Balance of cast acquits 
itself with honors. Arthur Beckard’s 
direction is smooth and the single set 
is adequate. 

Nugent and Thurber were class- 
mates at Ohio State, and, although 
they call their college Mid-western, 
State is what they had in mind. 
Script pokes fun at everything and 
everybody down the line. It’s fa- 
miliar enough, but presented so re- 
freshingly that it’s like a fresh 
breeze, Wern. 


Knox (Wilson, Keppel and Betty), 
has joined Repertory company at 
Kingston theatre, Weston-Super- 
Mer, which is being operated by 
Paul Murray. 

‘Black and Blue,’ George Black’s 
Hippodrome revue, which closed, 
with rest of West End shows at open- 
ing of hostilities. finished up $45,000 
to the good, besides having paid off 
production cost, said to be near 


$50.000. 
Jeffrey Bernerd, head of Grand 
National Pictures (London), still 


maintains he will do six pictures, go- 
ing into production shortly at his re- 
cently acquired studios in Twicken- 
ham. Two pictures would be pro- 
duced by Maurice Elvey and Jack 
Ravmond. 

With D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. tem- 
porarily abandoned, Harry Foster 
has signed Martin Green, comedian- 
baritone of the company, for Charles 
Cochran’s new revue. Foster also 
trying to fix Barinova, premiere bal- 
lerina of Covent Garden ballet, for 
same show. 

New Novello show, ‘Second Help- 
ing.’ breaks in at Southport Oct. 30. 

First legit houses to reopen in Lon- 
don for matinees only, apart from 
Windmill and Prince Wales’ non- 
stop revues, were ‘Tony Draws a 
Horse,” at Comedy, with Richard 
Bird replacing Nigel Patrick. and 
‘Me and My Girl,’ with two matinee 
performances. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Fred Finnegan transferred by 
20th-Fox to Chicago. 

W. Workman, M-G_ branch 
manager, partially indisposed by ill- 
ness. 

Wife of Sol Lebedoff, independent 
exhibitor, recuperating after finger 
amputation. 

Roy Palmquist, former Paramount 
advertising manager here, back 
from Omaha. 

Minneapolis Symphony's $130,000 
guarantee fund to insure impending 
season’s success still has $25,000 - to 


go. 

Carlton Miles, here ahead of ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ scheduled for Lyceum, 
Oct. 29-31, was Journal drama edi- 
tor for 20 years. 

Jerry Bahner, Paramount ad sales 
department head, spending his be- 
lated vacation pheasant hunting in 
northern Minnesota. 

After lengthy engagement at the 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, 
Ruth Petty, songstress, goes to the 
Oriental theatre, Chicago. 

‘Celebrities Night’ at Curly’s night 
club attracting performers from the- 
atres and other niteries who partici- 
pate in floor entertainment. 

Eddie Ruben, indie circuit oper- 
ator, who played fullback on Univer- 
sity of Minnesota’s 1919 team, among 
those present for team’s reunion. 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 


Legit Theatre Corp.’s ‘Golden Boy’ 
here next week as first roadshow of 
season, 

Harry Kalcheim a visitor to catch 
the Dead End Kids in person on the 
Orpheum stage. 

Rehearsals under way on _ local 
Civic theatre’s second show, ‘Dark 
Tower.’ Mrs. Louis Hart directs. 

County fathers cracking down on 
nickelodeon dance spots, supposedly 
on squawk from musicians’ union. 

Casino Ballroom, at the Fair- 
grounds, now open with dances 
twice weekly. Music by Richard 
Diggons and Kay Starr does the vo- 


cals. 


Little Theatre’s ‘Our Town’ a 


hometown hit as season opener last 


week. Was also inaugural for new 
director, Talbot Pearson, formerly 
of Dallas, Shreveport and Santa 


Barbara Little theatres. 

Clyde Westbrook, Cleveland (Miss.) 
exhibitor-mayor, bemoaning loss of 
prize horses in fire. Had two for in- 
tended exhibition at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Beatrice Hagen Fisch, ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ prima, suing local cab com- 
pany for $25,000 for injuries in taxi 
crash. Hurts keep he. from rejoin- 
ing troupe. 

Mrs. J. F. Hill, long-time president 
of Beethoven Club, responsible for 
bringing class concerts to Memphis 
for 50 years, seriously ill in Metho- 
dist hospital. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Harry Propper back from Miami 
and in hospital. 

Irving Rubin to manage Warner's 
Lake, reopening Oct. 20. 

Harry Winezimmer moving his 
Avalon, oldest nitery here, down- 
town. 

Syd Dannenberg back at Warner 
ad-chief post, recovered from long 
illness. 

Twenty-second season started by 
Artur Rodzinski, conducting the 
Cleveland Symph. 

Richard Kay’s Lakewood Players 
ponying up $100 for top original play 
written by localite. 

Ben Silberman and Ike Gold, of 
defunct Mayfair Casino staff, opening 
their own restaurant. 

Gayle Gaylord becoming warbler 
for Marty Lake's outfit at Chez Paree, 
which the maestro manages. 

Manny Landers, who turned band 
booker, back with his orch to bap- 
tize Fenway Hall’s Coral Room. 

Fortune Gallo tentatively dating 
season of San Carlo Opera Co. at 
Civie Auditorium for week of Oct. 29. 
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hibitor each season, he wou!ld be 
forced to give more playing time to 
those he exhibits. Right now the 
average exhibitor can book more 
product than he requires, with the 
result he has to find time for each 
of them under contracts that re- 
quire playdates. 

While Schenck states that the 
thing to do now is try to get more 
out of the pictures, particularly the 
big ones, in this country and Can- 
ada, in the hope of offsetting the 
shrinkage in the foreign market, one 
of the difficulties is that each the- 
atre has just so much playing time. 
If an exhibitor gives more to one 
picture, he takes away days from 
some other picture. Schenck adds, 
however, that a way must be found 
to increase revenue in this country. 
That can come from better show- 
manship on the part of the exhibi- 
tor, whether there is extended play- 
dating or not, stronger advertising, 
and careful booking for maximum 
results. 

No Curtailing for °39-40 

Twentieth-Fox promised and has 
sold a program of 54 pictures for 
1939-40, with release of the new 
product starting earlier than any 
other company, Aug. 1. Though it 
could oecur later on. with 20th, as 
well as other companies which have 
large programs laid out for ’39-40, 
there is no certainty that there will 
be any shearing of schedules. In 
most cases the investments have 
been made in the pictures through 
story purchases or otherwise already 
and, to date, all studios are assuring 
the market all commitments will be 
filled. [The war did not deter War- 
ner Bros. increasing its program by 
six pictures from-the 48 orisinally 
| announced last spring and sold.] 
| Queried concerning reports that 
|all studios, as an industry move, 
might close down in an economy 
move, and to wait for further war 
developments before carrying on 
further with '39-40 product, Schenck 
doubted that this would be done. 
He added that he didn’t believe most 
studios could afford to shut down 
for two months, notably those that 
aren’t so far ahead on their release 
schedule. Paramount, 20th, and War- 
ners are furthest up on '39-40 pic- 
tures and possibly could close, if 
they desired, but 20th has not con- 
sidered any such plan. 

Schenck is remaining east another 
two weeks or so for conferences 
with S. R. Kent and other executives 
on various company matters. Kent 
is coming into the office mornings 
only. 

Broadway is still behind time in 
getting into production stride, but 
the road is ahead of last season at 
this time, there being six more at- 
tractions on tour. Road total now is 
25. That is partly explainable by 
the one-nighting of four shows. 

Among the attractions out of town 
are seven new productions slated to 


Hollywood 


James Hogan laid up with flu. 
James K. McGuinness divorced, 
Wallace Beery hunting in Idaho, 
Ben Hecht checked off Metro lot, 
Roy Rogers touring the northwest, 


i George Brent back to work after 
u. 

Norman Krasna back from Lon- 
don. 

Donald H. Lieberman sued for di- 
vorce. 

Louis B. Mayer recovering from 
grippe. 

Henry Eichheim bedded by heart 
attack. 

Howard Lewis to hospital for op- 
eration. 

_Sara Boynoff joined Warners pub- 

am Sax in from England for - 

dio huddles. 

Isa Miranda took out first citizen. 
ship papers. 

Alexander Toluboff back from sixe 
month leave. 
_ Arthur Lake back to hospital with 
infected ear. 

Jessie Busley in from Broadway 
for film work. 

Ray Lissner recuperating from 
serious illness. 

Cecilia Parker to hospital for 
minor surgery. 

Miriam Hopkins divorced Anatole 
Litvak in Reno. 

Sol M. Wurtzel celebrated his 25th 
year in pictures. 

Katherine DeMille 
minor operation. 

Louis B. Mayer at his desk after 
attack of grippe. 

Kay Van Riper to Palm Springs 
for three-month rest. 

Bruce Cabot back from New York 
to resume film work. 

Betty Grable granted divorce 
from Jackie Coogan. 

Lester Salkow left Al Kingston to 
open his own agency. 

Martin Murphy celebrated 25th 
year with Universal. 

Irving Berlin back from New York 
to do another picture. 

Haven MacQuarrie joined his 
brother’s talent agency. 

Masquers Club guesting Darryl 
Zanuck next Wednesday (25). 

Ernie Pyle in town to do a series 
of syndicate yarns about studios. 

Louise Campbell giving up stage 
plans and returning to Hollywood. 

Burglars kidnaned a safe contain- 
ing $500 at the Theatre Mart, where 
‘Drunkard’ is in seventh year. 

Stage Learue, Inc., opens winter 
season of five plays with ‘The 
Trickster’ Dec. 4 at the El Capitan, 
Plays tour after local break-in. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


underwent 


Nelson Eddy has a singing date 
with the Syria Mosque for mid-April 

Alec Templeton scheduled for a 
Carnegie Hall concert here Nov. 29, 

Al Mercur feted Nut House crew 
on night spot’s second anniversary. 

The Eddie Peytons expect the stork 
for second time around first of the 
year. 

Andrini Bros. home for a rest after 
an Australian tour in Will Mahoney's 
unit. 

The Neil Buckleys celebrated their 
seventh wedding anniversary last 
week. 

WB gang tossed a spaghetti party 
in honor of Henry Armetta over th 
weekend. 

Adele St. Clair has auit Burt Lay- 
ton’s 4 Flirts to do a dancing single 
in niteries. 

Dolly Dawn batoned the U. of Pitt 
band before start of Pitt-Duke game 
Saturday (14). 

Ken Hoel back on the job with 
Harris outfit after a motor vacation 
throurh the south. 

Madeleine Skelly Foust, dean of 
Duauesne U. drama school, hospital- 
ized for an oneration. 

Comedian Foo Martin with Lang 
Thompon’s band is really the leader’s 
brother, Gordon Thomnpson. 

Bob (Tiny) Schaeffer has aulit 
band-leading for traveling sales- 
men’s berth with a furniture house. 

Tom Wilmot, who authored ‘And 
Niobe Went’ for Playhouse last sea- 
son. cast in froun’s ovener, ‘I Want 
a Policeman,’ this year. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Henry King orch current at Club 
Chase. 

The Webster Groves, Mo., Theatre 
Guild has started 13th season. 

Leo Durocher and Joe Medwick 
hosted Dick Stabile at dinner party. 

Paul Beisman, manager of Amerl- 
oe theatre, planed to New York on 

The Grand, burlesk house, skedded 
for opening Friday (20). Will be 
second burlesk theatre in town, the 
other being the Garrick. 

Harry Greenman, formerly with 
Loew's and Fox here, is manager of 
$300,000 Esquire, indie nabe, that 
starts operation this week. 

Goldman and Leventhal have re- 
opened their Hollywood, downtown, 
for an indefinite run of ‘When Ger- 
many Surrendered,’ official war 
pictures of all nations in the last 


come to N. Y. during the fall. 


big war. 


| 
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OBITUARIES 


NATE LEIPZIG 


Nate Leipzig, magician, 66, died in | 


his room at the Woodward hotel, 


N. Y., Friday (13). 
Details appear in the vaudeville 


section. 


FORD STERLING 

Ford Sterling, 56, pioneer film co- 
median, who originated the Key- 
stone slapstick comedies with Mack 
Sennett, 
giter an illness of 16 months. His 
zilment was thrombosis, which 
caused the amputation of his left leg 
early in the summer. 

He had been in show business 
since boyhood when, as 
Stitch. he ran away from his home 
in LaCrosse, Wis., to join George 
Huichinson’s repertory 
For five years he was an acrobat 


with Forepaugh’s Circus and then | 


entered vaudeville. Appearing in a 
musical comedy, he was signed by 
Mack Sennett for the American Bio- 
graph Co. 
Mabel 
Keystone comedies, 
Hollywood history. 


Among other films he played in 
were ‘Sporting Goods,’ ‘Gentlemen 


MEMORY OF 
MY FRIEND 


IN FOND 


M. L. MALEVINSKY 


Who Died Oct. 17, 1932 
Jerry Vogel 


Prefer Blondes,’ ‘Black Sheep,’ 
‘Spring Is Here,’ ‘Show Girl in Hol- 
lywood.’ ‘Behind the Green Lights,’ 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ and ‘Bride of 
the Regiment.’ 
Teddy Sampson, 
herself an actress, 


his .widow and 
survives, 


MLLE. POLAIRE 
Mile. Polaire, 59, toast of Paris mu- 
sic halls in the mauve decade who 
later appeared 
legit, 
Fiance, Oct. 14. She had retired 
some years ago and in recent years 


had led a frugal existence, depending | 


upon friends for support, 


An Algerian by birth, christened | 
Emilie Bouchaud, her brother is said | 


to have brought her to Paris where 
she started as a singer in cafes and | 
boulevard theatres. 

Mile. Polaire disdained her maiden 


name and was content to use the ab- | 


breviated form whenever possible. 
Press agent advance ballyhoo dubbed 
her ‘the ugliest woman in the world’ 
when she came to the U. S. in 1910, 
in the first of two American visits. 
to appear in Georges Numa’s one act 
play, ‘Le Visiteur,” produced at Ham- 
merstein’s Victoria. However, this 
report proved quite the contrary, al- 
though Mile. Polaire preferred to be 
acknowledged as the woman with 
the world’s smallest waist—14 inches. 


JOHN R. MINHINNICK 

John R. Minhinnick, dean of thea- 
fre managers in Canada, died in 
London, Ontario, Oct. 7, after an ill- 
ness of several months. 

He started in the theatre biz in 
the employ of the late Ambrose J. 
Small and was personal rep of the 
Small interests for years, 
he was appointed director of the 
Trans-Canada Theatres, which ac- 
quired the Small interests, at the 
same time continuing his manage- 
ment of the Grand theatre, Ontario. 
In 1924, when the Famous Players- 
Canadian Corp. took over the Trans- 
Canada chain, Minhinnick remained 
as manager of the Grand. 


With almost 30 years of active 
Management of the Grand, former- 
ly the Grand Opera House, Min- 


hinnick did much for the promotion 
of road shows in London, playing 
many legiters at the Grand. 
FLORENCE RICHMOND BOYD 
Florence Richmond Boyd, 89, well 
known several decades ago as a 
tragedienne on the U. S. stage and 
abroad, mother of the late William 
Boyd, 


Oct. 4 in Tarzana, Cal. 


Although Shakespearean tragedies | 


were her forte, two of her outstand- 
ing hits were ‘Led Astray’ and ‘East 
Lynne,’ in which she toured England, 
Scotland and Ireland. Early in her 
career she appeared in ‘The Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame.’ 


HELEN LEWIS 
Helen Lewis, 41, whose Melody 
Weavers were one of the first all- 
firl bands, died in N. Y. Oct. 
after a stomach operation. 
Prior to forming her own band 


died Oct. 13 in Hollywood | 


George | 


company. | 


Later, with Sennett and | 
Normand, he organized the | 
which made) 


in light opera and | 
died in Champigny-sur-Marne, | 


In 1922 | 


stage and screen actor, died | 


15, | 


Wild Steer’s Injury of 17 | 


Cleveland, Oct. 17. 
Echoes of Larry Sunbrock’s rodeo- 
circus, which blew up more than 
two weeks ago 


in- 
cluding the Ingenues and Florence 
Richardson's orchestra. Miss Lewis 
was best known as a comedienne and | 


| she performed with other units, 


singer. She retired several years 

ago. ; | ticket-refund trouble. 

| Surviving in her husband, Frank 

Three of the suits were brought | 
Ventre, musical arranger at the gainat th t d th 
Roxy theatre, N. Y. Funeral] serv. | agains and the missing 
ices will be held today (Wednes- | ast promoter for injuries sustained | 
den? in 2 when a steer broke loose at the rodeo | 


Oct. 1. Seventeen people were hurt 


in the panic caused as the anima 


WILLIAM MOHR 
| William R. Mohr, 46, who super- | 
_vised the bonding and security de- 
| partment of Actors Equity, died of | 
ja heart attack at his home in Chap- 


more court actions are threatened. 


Brings Suits vs. Circus 


in city’s lakefront | 
stadium, are still causing headaches yon Dell, 


VARIETY 


Burlesque Reviews 


CASINO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
‘Broadway Follies’ unit with Ceil | 
Jake Fields, Billy Lee, 


| Gold, Dorothy DeHaven, 
| Saunders, Blanche Thompson, Dusty | 
Fletcher, Sammy Gardner, Line (16). 


Only claim to distinction ‘Broad- | 
| way Follies’ owns is that it marks | 


1 the first time in burlesk—at least, to 
leaped into the grandstand. Several this reviewer’s knowledge—that ‘The 


Merry Widow Waltz’ has provided 


It’s not a complete undraping, 


while spinning than 


| daintily on her toes to the tune John 


| paqua, N. Y., Oct. 13. amounting to $20.640, which had) 
| His mother, Mrs. J. Leonard | been impounded by Felix O’Neil, sta- | 
Mohr. survives. Further details on | dium and civic auditorium treasurer. 


page 52. 


MRS. HARRY RITZ 


Charlotte Greenfield Ritz, 25, wife 
| of Harry Ritz, one of the three Ritz 
| Bros., died of pneumonia in New| 
York, Oct. 11. A former photog- 
raphers’ model, she .jhad contracted a 
_cold while attending the funeral of 


for the same amount was put on 
record by Mrs. Elva Evington, and 
| Mrs. George Green of Barberton, O., 
entered a third for $3,000. 


Sal'y Rand Bankrupt 


| her father, Stephen Greenfield, an 

engineer, on Oct. 3. | a 

| 3 cisco, Oct. 17 

| Surviving besides her husband,; yoluntary petition in. 
are her mother, Mrs. Irma Green- y petition in bankruptcy 


was filed here last week by Sally 
Rand. 

Fan dancer, whose ‘Gay Paree’ 
show closed at the Frisco expo last 
week with a reported $20,000 owed 
to creditors, listed debts at $64,631; 
assets, $8,067. 


field, and a brother, Eugene. 


MILDRED B. JOHNSTON 


Mildred B. Johnston, former pianist 
in the Cleveland Symph and once 
assistant program director of WEAR, 
Cleveland, died Oct. 12 in that city 
after a 10-day illness. 

She was daughter of late James D. 
Johnston, conductor of the oldtime | 
| Johnston's Society Orchestra. Sur- 


Pic-Legit Plans 


Continued from page 5 


vived by her mother and a brother. | cases act through an ‘independent’ 
7 manager. It is specified that such 

‘BABE’ SMITH manager must not be employed by | 

Mrs. Della Smith Jenkins. 29, | the film company, nor be under writ- | 
known professionally as ‘Babe’ | ten or verbal contract. Nor may he 
|Smith, stunt girl and parachute | be paid by the backer, except a mini- | 


mum of 15% of the production cost, 
for his services in connection with | 
that specific show. 


jumper, died Oct. 9 in Edwin Shaw 
sanatorium, Akron, after a long ill- 


ness. She had toured the country 

for several vears, playing circuses. Guild's insistence on that point is | 
| Parents. brother and sister sur-|@Pparently intended to prevent a_| 
| ohm conflict of interests on the part of 


ee the manager, who will thus not favor 
SAMUEL G. DIEGE | wright. Stipulation is also seen as a 
Samuel G. Diege, 37, production break for the regular Broadway pro- 
manager for Fine Arts, died Oct. 13 | ducers, who have been fearful lest, 
in Hollywood after a heart attack. |in a general return of the picture | 
| Prior to his post with Fine Arts, he companies to legit financing, 
| was associate producer at Grand Na- would be crowded out by employee- 
tional. managers acting for the studios. 
Surviving is his widow. No Effect Otherwise 
Sas The new plan specifically states 


der the existing minimum basic con- 
died after a stomach operation in San 


| 


: . | tract, except as an alternate setup 
| Francisco, Oct. 12. She was sald to relating to the screen rights. Thus, 
have introduced George Gershwin’s| authors will still receive all their 


‘Rhapsody in Blue’ to continental au- | jgentical rights and royalties for the 


the Hollywood end against the play- | w 


| debit side. 


She is demanding $5,000 for injuries. 
Another restraining order and suit | dinary unit save for the fortunate in- 


Gilbert and Mae Murray glorified in 
| celluloid. 
Aside from this, 


it’s a pretty or- 


jection of a trio of sepia entertain- 


ers, Dusty Fletcher, Sammy Gardner | 
Blanche Thompson. 


Fletcher’s 
the comic of the trio and in two 
sketches (show could have’ used 
more of them) he clocks most of the 
laughs. First is a courtroom scene 
built around a familiar smoking- 
room gag; second is a drunk sketch 
out of an old ‘Blackbirds’ that 
Fletcher pilots into a howl. Gal ap- 
pears in the opening one garbed in 
a slinky black negligee, hinting that 
there’ll be some peeling on her part 
later, but it never materializes. 

Production is terribly skimpy and 
those spangled organdie gowns the 
gals of the chorus wear look plenty 
antiquated. As for the ensemble 
numbers themselves, they’re merely 
stage waits and not very good ones 
at that. 

Comedy’s dull, one sketch near the 
end, featuring ‘Hello Jake’ Fields, 
being in extremely bad taste con- 
sidering the current importance of 
the racial angle. For an old-timer 
Fields should know better. It’s not 


that funny anyway. Other so-called 
| funny man is Billy Lee, tramp comic, 
| working with little material and get- 
ting commensurate results. 

Unit also spills an old vaudeville 
turn in McGrath and Deeds. Boys 
| come up with a couple of songs, and 
then the one with the falsetto voice 


| gets into a partial femme getup and 


| wears 


the patience’ then with a 
'monolog that’s long and dreary. It’s 
jas old as the hills and just as drab, 
and the only one who seems to be 
getting a kick out of it is the fellow 
ho’s doing it. 

The disrobing’s likewise on the 
Ceil Von Dell, 


| star billing, has looks and a figure} 


they | 
4 through the motions. 


'but doesn’t know how to capitalize | 
on either. Mary Woods merely goes 
Saunders 


Bert are 


|the sketches, the lone member of the 


it does not affect the regular | 


cast who seems to have any kind of | 
comedy lines and situ- | 


feeling for 
ations. 
With season, 
continuing its old policy, 
an hour of screen shorts among the 
four daily shows. 


the Casino’s 


lin the afternoon and 40c at night. 


diences in a concert at the Mo- legit run, under the present mini-! 
zarteum, Salzburg, Austria, in 1924. mum basic agreement. In addition, | 
will be guaranteed a film salg 
FRANK OLIVER | according to a standardized agree- 

Frank Oliver. 64. vet stage and ment, if the new plan is used. 
radio actor, died in a Schenectady | it is emphasized in the new agree- 
ment that its terms are in all cases 
Widow and sister survive, vantageous conditions if he can ob- 


tain them. It is required that the 
Guild must approve all contracts. 
The agreement sets up a number 
of protective requirements to pre- 
vent the backer from closing a legit 
production prematurely, either to 
hold down the price of the screen 
rights or to permit earlier release of 
the picture. Among the clauses to 


TEDDY BARTER | 


Barter. 50. film player, was 
10 in an auto crash in 


Teddy 
killed Oct. 
Hollywood. 

He was formerly a legit manager. 


retinas thee- that effect are those permitting the 
tre man. died Oct. 12 in Stevens 

Gem Guild’s film saJe negotiator (Sidney 
Point, Wi Bruce operated t Fleischer) access to all contracts, 
books and records; establishment of 
13 years. Survived by three chil- a reserve fund from the profits, to 
Gren. carry the show over a lean period; 

i |preventing the removal of leading 

William H. Hazel, 91, oldest em- actors from the cast: allowing the 


closing of a show only when it can 
no longer be operated at a profit. 


plove on the Paramount lot when he 
retired three years ago, died Oct. 13 


in Hollywood. He started work in According to the plan, if the 
the studio mill in 1915. backer at any time desires to with- 
——— minimum, so any individual author 
: is entitled to receive more ad- 

erman White, 81. father of Lew 
= “ draw from the production, the au- 


White. Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem organist in N. Y., died in Phila- 
delphia lasi week. 


thor (or a manager he may select) 
has the right to continue the run or 
take the show on the road, acquir- 
ing the physical property 
specified scale of costs. To obtain 
of dramatist Richard Ganthony and the film rights to any script, the play 
| sister of the late Marie Dressler, died | must be produced in New York. 
| in Richmond, England, Sept. 18. | Since it fs an amendment to the 
minimum basic agreement, 
[the new plan must be approved by 
a majority of the signatory Broad- 
way managers as well as by the 
'Guild membership. picture 
; companies will not approve it, but 
| if they wish to finance under its 
terms, they must sign letters indi- 
leating their knowledge of its con- 


Bonita Louise Ganthony, 76, widow 


81. of Lou Harris, Fox- 
manager, and Ralph Har- 
Theatres, legalist, died 
15, 


Father, 
West Coast 
ris, National 
in Los Angeles Oct. 


Rogers, 62, father of | 


| Judge Bert 
film actor and orches- 


Buddy Rogers. é its 
tra leader, died #t his home in tents and the intention of abiding by 
Olathe, Kans., Oct, 15. jits regulations. 


under a, 


Cohen. 
GARRICK, ST. LOUIS 
“St. Louis, Oct. 13. 


Zorita, Harry J. Conley, Tiny Fuller, 
Connie Ryan, Joan Mavis, Tess Noel, 
Burns Bros., Gene Martini, Harry 
Jackson, Winnie Garrett & Dorothy 
Seiver. 
past few seasons, prior to 
the current one, this house has ad- 
vertised its shows as variety, soft- 
pedaling anything suggesting burlesk 
for fear of arousing the bluenoses. 
Under 
Beck, 


For the 


representing the Izzy Hirst 
circuit, the reverse is the order, and 
no pretense is made that anything 
but 100% burlesk is on tap. Natives 
are going for it in a big way. as there 
has been a steady upbeat of biz since 
the opening five weeks House 
had been padlocked since last De- 
cember. 

Currently ‘Zorita’s Ca 
tap. It’s about average 
tini. an o.k. accordion 
thrown in as an ‘added 
The comics, Harry J. Conley 
and the corpulent Tiny Fuller 
almost constantly on the apron, 
ley’s routine as the bashful 
still wowing ’em. The line of 16 is 
youthful, has plenty to do, 
it well. There are half a dozen 
scenes in which the showgirls, nude 
from the waist up, form tableaux for 
Zorita and the line. Blackouts are 
the usual standard. 


ago 


rnival’ is on 
Gene Mar- 
squeezer, is 
attraction.’ 


are 
Con- 


Connie Ryan, one of the straights, | 


doubles as a warbler and possesses a 
nice tenor. But the one drawback in 
this small house is the volume of 


music poured out by the pit gang. | 


One of these days some singver is 
going to win a contest from the toot- 
ers, but that isn’t likely unless they 
put a damper on the fortissimo. 
of Ryan’s hest efforts is ‘Stairway to 
{the Stars,’ but the customers are de- 
prived of full appreciation by the 
noisy tooaters. Harry Jackson 
! straights and also warbles. Dorothy 


| with two sock acro-tap routines, 


| Pros., 
‘in the form of accident suits and | Mary Woods, McGrath & Deeds, Sid | their dogs. Zorita still thrills with her 
Bert 


| her neck 
tw 0 peels, 
| blonde, 


Ella Campbell, one of the litigants, | the musical background for a partial | P¢*formance 


secured an attachment on the Sun- | strip. 


day afternoon performance receipts, on Woods only peeling to the 
| Wals 


‘show caught. 


who gets | 


Frisco Expo Sets 


Sid Gold and | 

satisfactory | 
| straights and Dorothy DeHaven sings | 
and dances a bit but serves best in) 


tossing in | 


Scale is still 25¢ | 


| $20,000. 


the new management of Jack | 


a vet, | 


Elmer | 


and does | 


9. 
One | 


i tions at Eastern Service Studios, 


|Seiver ditties and participates in 
| sketches and blackouts. 

Tess Noel, a looker, won the mob 
but 
is only a shade ahead of the Burns 


who also know how to use 


specialty, in which she permits an 
eight-foot python to coil itself around 
and torso. She also does 
as do Winn:e Garrett, 
and Joan Mavis, brunet. 
‘They discard the G-string, being 
down to slippers and rhinestone jew- 
|elry as they glide into the wings. 
Management is continuing a two-a- 
day policy, with a Saturday midnite 
added. Biz good at 
Sahu. 


a 


GAYETY, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 13. 


Rose La Rose, Three Lunatrix, 
Sam Raynor, Dottie Wahl, Fred Ful- 
ton, Stella Mills, Patsy Adair, Gloria 
Gayle, Jack Kirkland, Ed Lopez, 
Pegrim Prancers (18). 


Stress on comedy here seems al- 


most an innovation. It’s actually 
funny and mostly clean and origi- 
nal. What’s more, it takes the play 


away from stripping and girl pro- 
duction numbers, although these es- 
sentials are by no means neglected, 
especially the peeling. 

To the Three Lunatrix and Sam 
Raynor goes the palm for their ex- 
pert and welcome clowning. The 
Lunatrix, with their zany antics, 
comedy tumbling, patter, singing and 
pantomime have the customers eat- 
ing out of their hands. Raynor 
works straight with them and also 
is responsible for some merriment 
on his own, being assisted by Jack 
Kirkland and Ed Lopez, who also 
vocals. 

Rose La Rose, the stripper star, is 

effective, accompanying un- 
dressing with plenty of bumps. Dot- 
tie Wahl and Stella Mills also en- 
gage in divesting activities, are suf- 
ficiently streamlined and attractive. 
Patsy Adair dances well. 
_ The Bobby Pegrim line of 18 girls 
is a house fixture. Femmes are 
youthful and above the average in 
looks and dancing ability. Produc- 
tion numbers are up to the usually 
high standard set by operator Harry 
Hirsch as far as staging, costuming 
and lighting are concerned. 

Fred Fulton is straight and works 
efficiently. Gloria Gayle contributes 
a first-rate acro terp specialty. 

Fair biz at the night show caught. 

Rees. 


Attendance Mark; 
Favor Opening 


San Francisco, Oct. 17. 
week’s attendance at the 


Last 


Golden Gate Exposition totaled 486,- 
475, 
opening week, by over 30,000. 


topping the previous best, set 


Names such as Fred Astaire, 


| Ginger Rogers, Mickey Rooney, Judy 
Garland and Kay Kyser are being 
sought 
| weeks of the Fair. 
| native, was rushed in the last min- 


the closing 


Leo Carrillo, a 


for next two 


ute to m.c. a big vaude show which 
the Fair staged free in the Temple 
Compound over the week-end. Count 
Basie’s orchestra opened a week's 
stand there yesterday (Monday). 

Sally Rand’s ‘Gay Paree’ was 
closed last week by creditors who 
have claims amounting to around 
Spot was tabbed as having 
little chance of coming out even 
from the start. 

Betting on a second year for the 
Fair is now around 5-1 in favor of 
reopening. Harry Chandler is re- 
ported as having guaranteed the ex- 
position $350,006 from Los Angeles 
business men. So far, the commit- 
tee in charge of the refinancing of a 


1940 Fair has raised over $500,000 
locally. The total needed for re- 
‘opening is $1,650,000. 
MARRIAGES 
Marian Shockley to George Zach- 
ary, in New York, Oct. 5. Bride is 
|a legit and radio actress; he’s a ra- 


dio director. 
Lucienne Bover to Jacques Pills in 


Paris Oct. 12. Both French perform- 
ers, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Epstein, son, in 
Hollywood, Oct. 10, Father is writer 
at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buster Shaver, 
dauchter, in Ogdensburg, N. Y., Oct. 
Father, normal-sized, is with 
midgets Olive and George in vaude, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Glett, daugh- 
ter, Patricia, in New York Oct. 16. 
Father is v.p. in charge of opera- 
As- 


toria, 


| 
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FOOLISH TO RISK | 
Cosmetic Sian! 
1 USE COSMETICS 


BUT | ALWAYS 


ACTIVE LATHER 


THIS CREAMY Lux 
SOAP LATHER 
DOES A THOROUGH 
JOB OF CLEANSING 


PRODUCTION 


“Hollywood Cavalcac 


NOW SHOWING LOCALLY 


| REMOVE THEM WITH 
Lux ToiLet Soaps 


THATS WHY I LIKE 
Lux Toiter Soap 
—WHY 1 USE IT 

EVERY Day! 


OU WANT ADMIRATION — 


“romance—every woman does! So 


be sure about the complexion care 
you use. Give your skin daily care 
with Lux Toilet Soap—the gentle 
soap Alice Faye uses for her deli- 
cate pink and white complexion. 


Lux Toilet Soap has ACTIVE 
lather that removes every trace of 
dust, dirt and stale cosmetics. It 
cleanses gently but thoroughly. 
You know you’re not risking 
Cosmetic Skin—the dullness, little 
blemishes and enlarged pores that 
come from imperfect cleansing. 
Give your skin the protection of 
gentle ACTIVE-lather care. 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 
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